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HEREAS the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaſt Indies had, for a Jong time 
paſt, carried on an extenſive trade, obtained great territorial 
poſſeſſions and revenues, entered into various alliances and con- 
nections, and waged frequent wars with the native powers in 
India: AND WHEREAS it became neceflary that the ſaid United 
Company, in purſuance of and by the authority in them veſted 
by act of parliament, and charter under the great ſeal, ſhould 
create certain great offices for the management of theſe import- 
ant affairs, and for the more perfect conducting and directing 
of the various concerns from them reſulting: AND WHEREAS, 
among others, the office created and known by the name and 
deſignation of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, was an office of high truſt, power, and dignity ; on 
the due and incorrupt execution of which, the welfare of the 
ſaid United Company, the happineſs of the native inhabitants 
of India, the honour of the Crown of theſe kingdoms, and the 
character of the Britiſh nation, did moſt materially depend : 
AND WHEREAs Warren Haſtings Eſq. was, by legal authority, 
conſtituted and appointed to ſucceed to the ſituation and office 
of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, by 
an appointment, bearing date the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did, on or about the month of April, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, ſucceed to the ſaid 
office, by which ſaid appointment ard ſucceſſion, all the power, 
authority, and dignity, which ever had been annexed thereto, 
were conveyed to the ſaid Warren Haſtings: Ad D WHEREAS 
the great and growing national importance of the affairs of the 
Eaſt India Company had made them peculiarly the object of 
public and parliamentary conſideration: AND WHEREAS, in 
conſequence thereof, an act paſſed in the thirteenth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majcſty, intituled, ** An act for the eſta» 
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& affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in 
« FEurope:” AND WHEREAS by the ſaid act it was, among 
other things, enacted, that a Governor General, inſtead of a 

Preſident as aforeſaid, ſhould be appointed to preſide over the 
affaits of the ſaid Eaſt India Company: AND WHEREAS great 
power, authority, dignity, truſt, and reſponſibility, were by the 
ad act annexed to the office of Governor General; on the due 
and UNCorrup! execution of which, the before recited important 
interetts, relative to the native ſubjeQts and protected princes in 
India, as weil as to the ſaid Eaſt India Company and the Bri- 
tiſh nation, did likewiſe in a moſt eſpecial manner depend: 

AND WHERF As the ſaid Warren Haſtings was appointed, by 
the act of parliament aforeſaid, to the office of Governor Ge- 
neral, with all the powers by law belonging to the ſaid office: 
AND WHEREAS, by virtue of ſeveral ſubſequent acts of parlia- 
ment, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been frequently re-ap- 
pointed to the faid office of Governor General, with all the 
power, authority, diznity, truſt, and reſponſibility, originally 
annexed to the fame : AND WHEREAS, in fact, the ſaid Warren 
Hailinvs did accept of theſe great offices of Preſident and Go- 
vernor General of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
ſo b.{t,wed on him as aforeſaid, and did continue to act there- 
in without any ſuſpenſion or intermiffion whatever, from the 
period herein firſt mentioned, until the month of February, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five: AanD 
WHERE 4s the ſaid Warren Haſtings did folemnly ſwear faith- 
fully to diſcharge his duty therein, by which he became bound, 
by the mott folemn obligations to the Company, the Crown, 
and the Nation, f ithfully to diſcharge the duty of the truſt re- 
poſed in him during all the time aforefaid : Yet the faid Warren 
Haſtings, not regarding the ſacred obligation of his oath, nor 
the important duties of the high offices to which he was appoint- 
ed, but entertaining baſe and corrupt views of procuring for 
himiclf and his dependants exorbitant wealth, and arbitrary de- 
ſigns of raiſing himſelf, by means of the vidus influence fo 
acquired, to exceſſive power, as well to gratify his inordinate 
embition, as to ſecure himſelf from puniſhment for the many 
unjuſtifia'le acts by him done and committed in the exerciſe. 
of his office, did, whilit he was Preſident and Governor Ge- 
neral as aforeſaid, by the various unwarrantable and criminal 
practices hereinafter ſet forth, faithlefsly, illegally, and tytanni— 
cally violate the duties of bis ſtation: By each and all of which 
ptactices the welfare of the Eaſt India Company has materially 
ſuftered, the happineſs of the native inhabitants of India been 
deeply affected, their confidence in Engliſh faith and lenity 
ſhaken rd impaired, and the honour of the Crown and cha- 
lacter of this nation wantonly and wickedly degraded. 
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THAT. Rajah Bulwant Sing, a great Chief or Zemindar of 
certain provinces or diſtricts in India, called Benares, and 
(Gazepoor, dependant upon the Mogul empire, through Sujah 
ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the ſaid empire, 
did, in the commencement of the Engliſh power in India, in or 
about the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- four, attach 
himſelf to the Britiſh nation, and was, in the opinion of the 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company, of ſignal ſervice to the 
affairs and intereſts of Great Britain. 

That in confideration of thoſe ſervices, the faid Bulwant Sing 
was, by the treaty of peace concluded at Allahabad, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-five, between Sujah ul 
Dowlah and the Britith nation, fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of 
his territories, which pofleffion he retained till his death. 

That by the influence of the Britiſh Bengal government, and 
in conſideration of a large ſum of money, and a conſiderable in- 
creaſe of tribute paid to the Vizier, his ſon Rajah Cheit Sing 
did, on the death of his father the ſaid Bulwant Sing, ſucceed 
to the ſaid territories; and on or about the month of October, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, wes fully 
inveſted with the government thereof, 

That in the month of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundted and ſeventy three, Warren Haltings Eſquire (being 
then Preſident of the P. efidency of Fort William in Bengal) 
was empowered by the Preſident and Council (that is, by bimielf 
ons Council) to renew, on behalf of Rajah Cheit Sing, the fli- 
pulations which had been formerly made with the Vizier in fa- 
vour of his father Rajah Bulwant Sing, in conſideration of his 
ſervices in the year one thouſand feven hundred and ſixty- four. 

Thar in conſequence of theſe powers, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings did, by various treaties and agreements, renew and ſecure to 
Rajah C heit Sing and his poſtesiry, the inheritance of the above- 
mentioned teriitories (which ſaid territories had been already 
conveyed to the faid Rajah by acts of the Vizier in bis favour) 
upon the ſame terms as they h:d been granted to his father 
Bulwant Sing, excepting only the increaſe of tribute heretofore 
mentioned; and the ſaid treaties or agreements did expreſsly 
provide, that no increaſe of the ſame ſhould ever be demanded 
from him; and the ſame were fully guaranteed by the Eaſt 
India Company, and their faith pledged that they ſhould remain 

inviolable, 
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inviolable, and that there ſhould never be any deviation from 
them. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound, as well by the 
ties of juſtice as by the obligations of public faith, to afford the 
protection of the Eaſt India Company to the faid Rajah, more 
particularly as the inheritance, and even the life of the ſaid 
Rajah, were no longer ſafe than whilſt he enjoyed ſuch pro- 
tection, 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did think himſelf bound by 
the ſaid treaties and agreements in favour of Rajah Cheit Sing, 
to afford him protection, and to prevent the Vizier from break - 
ing through or deviating from the ſaid treaties, and did accord- 
ingly, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five, interfere and prevent, or did approve of the inter- 
ference of the Reſident at the court of Oude for the purpoſe of 
preventing the ſaid Vizier from levying a ſum of five lacks of 
rupees in advance from the ſaid Cheit Sing, under pretence of 
his the faid Vizeer's urgent neceſſities, by declaring that his Ex- 
cellency (viz. the Vizier) could not on his part demand either 
an increaſe of rent or ſums in advance from the ſaid Ra- 
jah; and that the demand of five lacks would, if complied with, 
eſtabliſh a precedent againſt the ſaid Cheit Sing, contrary to 
the letter of the treaty with him; and that the Honourable 
Board, viz. the Council of Fort William, of which Warren 
Haſtings Eſquire was then Governor General, would not fee the 
rights of their dependants infringed upon ; and that Rajah Cheit 
Sing was to be conſidered in that light; and that the ſaid 
Vizier muſt expect to ſee him protected, for he was not to be 
put upon a footing with tis the ſaid Vizier's other Zemindars. 

That the above, and all other ſtipulations in favour of the 
ſaid Rajah, were fully known to, and approved of, and confirmed 
and ratihed by, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 

That the faid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, propoſe and carry in 
Council a reſolution, that it ſhould be made à condition of the 
treaty then negociating with the Vizier, that Rajah Cheit 
Sing ſhould exerciſe a tree and independant authority in his do- 
minions, ſubject only to the payment of his tribute. 

That an ailignment was after wards obtained from the Vizier, 
by the Company, of the tribute payable by the ſaid Rajah, 
whereby the rights of ſuperiority which the ſaid Vizier was en-. 
titled to hold and to beſtow were transferred, yet the tenure and 
condition of the Rajah continued the fame as before ; the ſaid 
aſſignment being, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings has himſelf de- 


clared, without any encroachment on the juſt rights of the Rajah, 


or the engagements actually ſubſiſting with him; the nature and 
extent of which bad been fully known to, and often recognized by, 
the 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which never were, by any 
' ſubſequent agreement, treaty, or otherwiſe, done away or ſu- 


perſeded. ; 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the month 


of June, in the year one thouſand ſcven hundred and ſeventy-five, 
lay before the Council at Fort William in Bengal, ſeveral pro- 
policions, for the purpoſe of carrying into effect the intentions of 
the Board to render the ſaid Rajah note independant, to prevent 
him from being reduced to what he, the ſaid Warien Heſtings, 
calls the mean and depraved ftate of a mere Zemindar, and to 
raiſe him to a ſituation of power and dignity unknown to any of 
his anceſtors: That in order to carry the ſaid intentions into exe- 
cution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did inter alla ſpecially propoſe, 
and with the approbation of his Council did actually convey to 
Chei: Sing the powers of executing criminal juſtice and of coin- 
ing money within his dominions, which powers, in that country, 
have always been conlidered as marks of ſovereignty; and did 
further propoſe, that whilit the Rajah ſhould continue faithful to 


his engagements, and punctual in his payments, and ſhoujd pay 


due obedience to the Britiſh Government, no more demands 


ſhould be made upon him by the Eaſt India Company, of any 


kind; or on any pretence whatſoever ſhould any perſon be allow- 


ed to interfere with his authority, or diſturb the peace of his 
country: Which propoſition was agreed to by the Council, and 


was ordered to be communicated to the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing by 


Francis Fowke Eſq. the then reſident at Benares; which volun- 


tary reſtraint was propoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and Jaid 
by the Government upon its own actions, in order, among other 
purpoſes, to inſpire the Rajah with the greateſt confidence, with- 
out which he the ſaid Rajah would expect from every change of 
government additional demands to be made upon him, and would 
of courfe deſcend to all the arts of intrigue and concealment 
practiſed by other dependant Rajahs; and becauſe, by proper 
encouragement, he would prove a powerful ally, and a uſeful 
barrier to the Eaſt India Company; but that he would be neither 
the one nor the other, if the conditions of his connection with the 
Company were left open to future variations. 

That the faid Warren Haſtings, in or about the month of 


June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, did propoſe 
to his Council that Rajah Cheit Sing ſhould engage to maintain 
in conſtant pay a body of two thouſand cavalry, for which the 
Company were to pay after the rate of fifteen rupees per month 
= for each private man, and in proportion for the officers, ſo Jong 
zs they ſhould continue in the ſervice of the ſaid Company. That 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings then declared it was far from his inten- 
tion to propoſe the above or any other article to be impoſed upon 
te ſaid Rajah by compulſion ; and the Board did finally reſolve, 
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on or about the month of July, in the year laſt aforeſaid, that it 
be recommended to the ſaid Cheit Sing to keep up two thouſand 
cavalty, to be diſciplined after the European manner; but chat 
there be no obligation upon him ſo to do. 

hat by theſe and various other acts, agreements, treaties, 
or ſtipulations, the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing was, under the autho- 
rity of the Eaſt India Company, fully confirmed and ſecuted in 
the free and uncontrouled authority in the regulation and govern- 
ment of his Zemindary, ſubject to no demand of any ſort or 
kind, or upon any pretence whatſoever, over and above the pay- 
ment of the rent or tribute ſtipulated to be by him paid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound by the duties of his 
office, and by the ties of juſtice and public faith, ſtrictly to ad- 
here to the atoreſatd treaties, ſtipulations, and engagements, and 
to every other treaty, ſtipulation, and engagement, which ſub- 
ſiſted between the Eaſt India Company and the ſaid Rajah, or to 
which the ſaid Company were or had been parties or guarantees, 
according to the plain ſenſe and true underſtanding of the ſame. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Governor Ge- 
neral as afore{aid, in direct breach of his duty, and of the truſt 
repoſed in him, and in poſitive contradiction to the treaties, 
ſtipulations, and engagements, which exiſted between the Eaſt India 
Company and the faid Rajah, and with a view to haraſs, diſtreſs, 
and finally to ruin, the ſaid Rajah, in conſequence of pre- con- 
ceived malice againſt him, did on ſome day in the month of July, 
in the year one thouſand feven hundred and ſeventy-eight, under 
the pretence of a war in Europe, of which he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had not any authentic accounts, and at a time when 
the treaſury of the Eaſt India Company was unuſually full, and 
when no general levy or contribution was made upon any other 
perſons in fituations ſimilar to that of the ſaid Cheit Sing, require 
that the ſaid Cheit Sing ſhould furniſh three battalions of Se- 
poys, at his own expence, for the ſervice of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, and did extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing the ſum of 
five lacks of rupees, under ptetence of providing and paying for 
the ſaid battalions. 

That the (aid Warren Haſtings did farther, in or about the 
month of ſuly, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy=nine, extort a like ſum of five Jacks of rupees from the 
faid Cheit Sing, under ſimilar or. ſuch like pretences, and did 
compel the payment of the fame by means of a military force ; 
and did alſo extort the payment of a farther ſum of two thouſand 
pounds ſterling, or thereabouts, under enen of paying the 


ex pences of the ſaid force, 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did- again, on or about the 
twenty- ſecond day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty, extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing, by ſimilar X 
and other e means, and particularly by the threats of a 
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Fne of ten thouſand pounds, the payment of the like ſum of five 
lacks, under the aforeſaid and other ſuch like pretences, although 
he the ſaid Haſtings had, on the twenty-firſt day of June, that is 
to ſay, on or about the day before the ſaid renewed demand, 
privately received from a perſon named Sadanund, buxey or trea- 
ſurer to the ſaid Rajah, a preſent or bribe of two lacks of rupees, 
or ſome other ſum, which was given under the plea of atoning 
for the oppoſition alledged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to have 
been made againſt the payment of the ſaid ſubſidy, but really in 
hopes of its inducing him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to give up 
that claim. 

That, notwithſtanding the receipt of the above-mentioned 
bribe or preſent, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution 
of a wicked and malicious deſign to haraſs, oppreſs, and ruin 
the ſaid Rajah, did, on the ſecond day of November, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty, move at the Council Board, and 
carry, a reſolution, that the Rajah of Benares ſhould be required 
to furniſh ſuch cavalry as he could ſpare for the ſervice of the 
Britiſh Government; and afterwards, under pretence and colour 
of the ſaid reſolution of the Board, did peremptorily and arbitra- 
rily demand from the ſaid Rajah two thouſand cavalry, which 
demand was afterwards reduced to ſome other number, but with- 
out any offer of paying for the ſame, although the ſaid Rajah 
was not bound to keep up any cavalry, and for whatever number 
be furniſhed for the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company he was to 
be paid at the rate already ſtated. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
deſign aforeſaid, did, in direct deſiance of both the letter and 
ſpirit of the ſaid treaties and agreements, wickedly and maliciouſly 
enter into a clandeſtine negociation with the Vizier, Nabob of 
Oude, whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew to be the an- 
cient and hereditary enemy of the Rajah and his family, and from 
the enmity of whoſe father the ſaid Rajah's family had been 
ſecured and protected by the Britiſh power, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- five, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſell- 
ing the territories of the ſaid Rajah to the faid Vizier, for a ſum 
of money to be paid to the ſaid Eaſt India Company. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
ſaid wicked deſign, and in order to draw the ſaid Rajah to ſome 
act which might afford a pretence for violence towards him, did, 
ſome time early in the month of January, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, peremptorily and inſultingly 
write, or cauſe to be written, a letter to the faid Rajah, charging 
him with delay in payment of his monthly kiſts or payments, 
and with being the cauſe of the non-payment of the ſtipend of 
Mirza Sadit Ally, although the ſaid Cheit Sing did pay bis kiſts 


with the utmoſt regularity, and the ſtipend to the ſaid Mirza 
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Savit Ally was paid with equal regularity, at the very time when 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did falſely and unjuſtly charge him with 
delay in paying the ſame. 

That the (ſaid Watren Haſlings, in further proſecution of the 
Jefign aforeſaid, did, in or about the month of July, one thou- 
land ſeven hundred and eighty-one, by a vote of Council, inveſt 
himſelf with an illegal and dangerous delegation of the powers of 
the whole Council, without any authority given to him ſo to do, 
either by the Eaſt India Company or by any act or acts of par- 
iament; and, among other things, did, in the manner afore- 
ſaid, confer upon himſelf full power and authority to form ſuch 
arrangements with the Rajah of Benares, for the better govern- 
ment and management of his Zemindary, and to perform ſuch 
acts, for the improvements of the intereſts which the Company 
poſſeſled in it, as he ſhould think fit, and conſonant to the 
mutual engagements ſubſiſting between the Company and the 
Rajah, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of the above 
authority, and under certain falſe, wicked, and malicious pre- 
tences, with a view to haraſs, ruin, and oppreſs the ſaid Cheit 
Sing, and with an intention to extort certain large and enormous 
ſums of money from him, without any juſt or reaſonable cauſe 
(although the ſaid Cheit Sing had a ſhort time before, knowing 
the malice of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, offered to pay the ſum of 
twenty lacks of rupees, for the ſervice of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany), did wickedly and maliciouſly undertake a journey to the 

pper Provinces, and in particular to the Province of Benares, 
and did then and there, in proſecution of the wickedneſs and ma- 
lice aforeſaid, wantonly, arbitrarily, and tyrannically degrade, 
inſult, and falſely accuſe him the ſaid Rajah of certain acts of 
miſgovernment, and of diſaffection and breach of faith and duty 
to the Eaſt India Company, and of other crimes and offences, 
which ſaid pretended offences were ſet forth in a certain paper 
writing, delivered or ordered to be delivered to the ſaid Rajah by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings: And although the ſaid Rajah did, by 
every means in his power, endeavour to pay every mark of reſpect 
and attention to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did expreſs the utmoſt 
diſtreſs and concern at having given any ſuppoſed cauſe of offence 
to him, and aſſured him, that his Zemindary, and all he poſſeſſed, 
were at his devotion, and did accompany his words with actions 
ſtrongly expreflive of bis ſincerity; and although the ſaid Rajah 
did, in the moſt ſubmiſſive and humble manner, either fully deny 
or offer a complete juſtification of himſelf from the falſe, wicked, 
and malicious charges brought againſt him, and did deſire a full 
enquiry into the truth of his allegations made in his defence 
aforeſaid, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did arbitrarily and tyran- 
nically order him the ſaid Rajah to be put under arreſt in his own 


palace, 
10 
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lace, and loaded him with unmerited indignities, which mea- 
ſure did cauſe great alarm amongſt his ſubjects, by diſgracing 
their Prince in the eyes of all Hindoſtan, by being a flagrant 
inſtance of breach of faith, highly unwarrantable and diſgrace- 
ful, and tending materially to weaken the confidence which the 
native Princes ought to have in the juſtice and moderation of the 
Britiſh Government. — That he the ſaid Rajah did, after the ſaid 
arreſt, write ſeveral letters, full of diftreſs and ſubmiflion, and 
apparent deſpondency, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who took 
little notice of the ſame; and a ſudden affray having ariſen, in 
conſequence of the march of a company of Sepoys to reinforce 
the guard put over the Rajah, and in conſequence of the inſults 
and indignities offered to him, and a part of the ſaid guard having 
been deftroyed by the fury of the populace, enraged by the out- 
rages offered to their Prince in their preſence, and the Rajah 
having fled for ſafety, during the tumuit, to a fort in the neigh— 
bourhood, he the ſaid Rajah did immediately, and at divers and 
fundry times afterwards, ſend other letters of ſubmiſſion to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, requeſting permiſſion to juſlify himſelf 
from the charges brought againſt him, and offering to ſubmit in 
all things to the pleature of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who 
nevertheleſs conſtantly and peremptorily refuſed to anſwer or to 
liſten to the ſame; and at laſt, upon the pretence that the ſaid 
inſurrection or affray (really raiſed by his own violence, breach 
of faith, and oppreſſion) was the effect of a premeditated deſign 
to overturn the Britiſh empire in India, and to exterminate there- 
from the Britiſh nation; and that the ſaid Rajah aimed at the 
total ſubverſion of the authority of the Company, and the erection 
of his own independency upon its ruins ; and upon other allega- 
tions equally extravagant, untrue, and incredible; he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did hazard the ſafety of the ſaid empire in the 
Eaſt, upon the event of a civil war, at a time when it was at- 
tacked by enemies upon every fide, rather than liſten to any terms 
of accommodation, or offers of juſtification from the ſaid Rajah; 
and, collecting around him the troops of the Company, did 
wicked!y, arbitrarily, and tyrannically, expel the ſaid Rajah 
from thoſe territories which he held by virtue of repeated agree- 
ments with the Company, and to which he had not forfeited his 
right by any acts by him the ſaid Rajah done or omitted, previous 
to the violent and unjuſt impriſonment aforeſaid ; in conſequence 
of which arreſt and expulſion, an unjuſt war aroſe, much blood 
was ſhed, the collection of the revenues impeded, and the whole 
country thrown into confuſion; which ſaid war did extend itſelf 
into the neighbouring provinces, and which bloodſhed, war, and 
confuſion, are ſolely imputable to the miſconduct, violence, ty- 
 Tanny, and culpable improvidence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 
In all which unjuſt and illegal acts, repeated demands, extorſive 
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exactions, arbitrary arreſt, and final expulſion of the ſaid Cheit 
Sing from his dominions, upon pretences, many of which were 
never ſuggeſted or alledged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till after 
the ſaid expulſion, and in various other acts by him the ſaid 
Warten Haſtings done and omitted towards the ſaid Rajah, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has, in many and various inſtances, 
acted contrary to the truſt repoſed in him, to the faith of ſolemn 
treaties, to his own declared ſenſe of his duty, and thereby greatly 
diſgraced and diſcredited the character of the Britiſh nation in 
India; and by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, done, per- 
petrated, authoriſed, or permitted by him the {aid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guiity of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther, after the flight of 
the ſaid Cheit Sing, direct an attack to he made upon a caſtle 
called Bidjegur, the reſidence of Panna, the mother of the ſaid 
Rajah, and of the ſurviving women of the family of Rajah Bul— 
want Sing; and, for the purpoſe of the directed attack, did 
order a body of troops to march and diſpoſſeſs them of their 
reſidence, and to ſeize upon their money and effects, without 
even pretending that they had committed any offence whatſoever, 
and without even enquiring whether the tiealure contained in the 
fortreſs of Bidjegur was the property of the ſaid women, or of 
Cheit Sing, That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, neither then 
nor ſince, alledge, or attempt to prove, that the ſaid ladies ever 
were concerncd, in the remoteſt degree, in any of. the deligns 
falfely by the ſaid Warren Haſtings imputed to the faid Cheit 
Sing; yet nevertheleſs he did not only beſiege, or cauſe to be 
beſieged, the fortreſs aforeſaid, but did ſtimulate the army to 
rapine and outrage, by the wicked orders which he iſſued, by 
directing that the fort, and all the property it contained, ſhould 
be ſecured for the benefit of the detachment employed in reducing 
it, and by abandoning to the ſoldiery all the property of the ſaid 
women of every ſort, contrary to the practice of civilized na- 
tions, and particularly offenſive to the manners of the Eaſt, and 
the reſpect there paid to the female ſex. And did farther prohibit 
Major Popham, or the commanding officer of the army em- 
ployed in the above ſervice, from entering into any conditions 
with the ſaid mother of the ſaid Rajah, even for a proviſion z and 
did declare, that if ſhe diſappointed certain expectations, or did 
not inſtantly comply with certain terms which he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings propoſed to her, in conſequence of ſome overtures 
from her, he would conſider it as a wanton affront, and never 
would forgive the ſame. That the ſaid mother of the ſaid Ra- 
Jah, having evacuated the fortreſs aforeſaid, and ſurrendered the 
ſame upon certain terms, rather than incur the dangers with 
which ſhe was threatened by the ſaid Warten Halle, the 

terms 


terms of the ſaid capitulation were violated, and the ſaid lady, her 
relations, and dependants, plundered, in conſequence of that 
ſpirit of rapacity excited by the acts of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and his abandoning the plunder of the faid fort, and every thing 
it contained, to the ſoldiery : 

Which ſaid acts, orders, directions, or licence of him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, giving up the plunder aforeſaid, in the man- 
ner aforeſaid, were iſſued, directed, or given by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, without any competent authority being veſted 
in him for that purpoſe; in direct contradiction to the orders of 
his maſters, and to his own ſenſe of his public duty; and which 
ſaid orders did, in the opinion of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
neceſſarily tend to bring corruption and ruia on the army. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after ſuch licence given to the ſoldiery 
to plunder for their own benefit, and after the ſpoil made in con- 
ſequence of that licence, amounting in value to a very large ſum, 
was actually divided amongſt and ſhared by the ſoldiery, did 
retract his declaration of right, and his permiſſion to the ſoldiers 
to appropriate the plunder to themſelves, and did endeavour, by 
various artifices and devices, to explain away ſuch his declaration 
and permiſſion, and to recover from the ſoldiery the ſpoil fo 
before by himſelf granted to them; but having failed in this 
attempt to reſume, by a breach of faith with the ſoldiers, what 
he had unlawfully granted by a breach of duty to his conſtituents, 
he then attempted to obtain the ſame from the ſoldiers and offi- 
cers as a loan; and failing in this attempt alſo, and this ſpoil 
being the only part of the treaſures belonging to the Rajah, or 
any part of his family, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was altogether 
fruſtrated in the acquiſition of every part of that diſhonourable 
object which alone he had pretended to, and purſued through a 
long ſeries of acts of injuſtice, inhumanity, oppreflion, violence, 
and bloodſhed, to the great riſk, even in his own opinion, of the 
total ſubverſion of the Britiſh empire in India, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, as aforeſaid, expelled 
the ſaid Cheit Sing from his dominions, did of his own uſurped 
authority, and without any communication with, or any appro- 
bation given by, the other Members of the Council, nominate 
and appoint Rajah Mehipnarain to the government of the pro- 
vinces of Benares, and did appoint his father, Durbedgy Sing, 
as adminiſtrator of his authority; and did give to the Britiſh 
Reſident, William Markham, a controlling authority over both; 
and did farther abrogate and ſet aſide all treaties and agreements 
which ſubſiſted between the ſtate of Benares and the Britiſh na- 
tion; and did arbitrarily and tyrannically, of his mere authority, 
raiſe the tribute to the ſum of four hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or thereabouts ; did further wantonly and illegally ws 
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poſe certain oppreſſive duties upon goods and merchandize, to the 
great injury of trade, and ruin of the provinces; and did farther 
diſpoſe of, as his own, the property within the ſaid provinces, 
by granting the ſame, or parts thereof, in penſions to ſuch per- 
ſons as he thought fit, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, enter into a clandeſtine 
correſpondence with William Markham Eſquire, the then Re- 
ſident at Benares; which ſaid Markham had been by him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings obtruded into the ſaid office contrary to 
the poſitive orders of the Court of Directors: And in conſequence 
of the repreſentations of the ſaid Markham did, under pretence 
that the new exceſſive rent or tribute was in arrear, and that the 
affairs of the provinces were likely to fall into confuſion, autho- 
rize and empower him, by his own private authority, to remove 
the ſaid Durbedgy Sing from his office, and deprive him of his 
eſtate, 

That the faid Durbedgy Sing was, by the private orders and 
authorities given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and in conſe- 
quence of the repreſentations aforeſaid, violently thrown into 
priſon, and cruelly confined therein, under pretence of the non- 

ayment of the arrears of the tribute aforefaid. 

That the widow of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah Mehipna- 
rain, did pointedly accuſe the ſaid Markham of being the ſole 
cauſe of any delay in the payment of the tribute aforeſaid, and 
did offer to prove the innocence of the ſaid Durbedgy Sing, and 
alſo to prove that the faults aſcribed to him were ſolely the faults 
of the ſaid Markham; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did pay no 
regard whatever to the ſaid repreſentations, nor make any 
enquiry into the truth of the fame, but did accuſe the ſaid 
widow of Bulwant Sing, and. the Rajah aforefaid, of groſs pre- 
ſumption for the ſame; and, liſtening to the repreſentations of 
the perſon accuſed (viz. the Reſident Markham), did continue to 
confine the ſaid Durbedgy Sing in priſon, and did inveſt the Re- 
ſident Markham with authority to beſtow his office upon whom— 
ſoever he pleaſed, 

That the ſaid Markham did beſtow the ſaid office of admi- 
niſtrator of the province of Benares upon a certain perſon named 
Jagger Deo Seo, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary demands 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was obliged greatly to diſtreſs and 
haraſs the unfortunate inhabitants of the ſaid provinces, 

'T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, remove the ſaid Jagger 
Deo Seo from the ſaid office, under pretence of certain irregu- 
Jarities and oppreſſions, which irregularities and oppreſfſions are 
ſolely imputable to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
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- That the conſequences of all theſe violent changes and arbi- 
trary acts were, the total ruin and deſolation of the country, and 
the flight of the inhabitants; the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 
found every place abandoned at his approach, even by the officers 
of the very government which he eſtabliſhed, and ſeeing nothing 
but traces of devaſtation in every village; the provinces, in effect, 
without a government; the adminiſtration miſconducted; the 
people oppreſſed ; trade diſcouraged ; and the revenue in danger 
of a rapid decline, 

All which deſtruction, devaſtation, oppreſſion, and ruin, are 
ſolely imputable to the above-mentioned and other arbitrary, 
illegal, unjuſt, and tyrannical acts of him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ; who by all and every one of the ſame, was, and is, 
guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 
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HAT the mother and grandmother of the preſent Vizies 

Aſoph ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, are amongſt the women 
of the higheſt rank, family, and diſtinction in Aſia, the former 
being the wife of the late Suja ul Dowla, and the latter widow 
of Sufder Jung, and daughter of Sadit, the predeceſſor of the 
ſaid Sufder Jung in the government of Oude, which ſaid Sufder 
Jung, father of Suja ul Dowla, and grandfather of the preſent 
Nabob of Oude, firſt obtained his rank among the princes of 
India through the means of the ſaid alliance, 

That the ſaid mother and grandmother of the ſaid Aſoph ul 
Dowla were in poſſeſſion of certain landed eſtates, called Jaghires, 
and certain valuable moveables, for the purpoſe as well of main- 
taining their own rank and dignity, as for the maintenance of 
their numerous family and dependants, 

That on or about the months of September or October, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, John Briſtow Eſq. 
the then Reſident at the court of Oude, was requeſted by Afoph 
ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, to ule 
his endeavours to perſuade his ſaid mother, commonly called the 
Bow Begum, to aflift him with a ſum of money, under a pre- 
tence of his great diſtreſs and urgent . neceſſities, which were 
principally occeſioned-by the heavy debt which he had incurred 
to the Eaſt India Company. 

That 
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That the ſaid Bow Begum did poſitively refuſe to advance or 
pay to the Nabob any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, 
unleſs for the ſake, and under the guarantee of the Engliſh. 

That in conſequence thereof a ſolemn treaty was finally 
concluded between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Begum, by 
which ſhe the ſaid Begum conſented to pay to the Vizier the 
ſum of thirty lacks oi rupees in money and goods, and granted 
to him a releaſe for the ſum of twenty-ſix lacks, which ſhe had 
formerly advanced to him the ſaid Vizier; which ſaid ſum of 
money was paid and releaſed under the expreſs condition that no 
farther ſum of money ſhould ever be demanded from her by the 
faid Vizier, upon any occaſion, or upon any pretence whatſo- 
ever, and under the farther expreſs condition, that the jaghires, 
lands, money, goods, and property of every kind, then in her 
poſſeſſion, ſhould be firmly ſecured and guaranteed to her, under 
the protection and guarantee of the Engliſh nation; and that no 
further loan, claim, or demand of any ſo:t, ſhould ever be required 
from her. 

'T hat the ſaid agreement or treaty was confirmed by the moſt 
ſacred forms of the Mahomedan religion by the ſaid Vizier, and 
was fully guaranteed by the ſaid Briltow upon the part of the 
Eaſt India Company, 

That the ſaid guarantee was afterwards, viz, in or about the 
month of November of the year laſt aforeſaid, fully approved 
of, and confirmed by the Governor General and Council, War- 
ren Haſtings being then Governor General as aforeſaid, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being Governor General 


as aforeſaid, was (as it was his duty to be) fully apprized both 


of the nature and extent of the ſaid guarantee, and has fre- 
quently declared his own ſenſe of the binding force and opera- 
tion of the ſame, and of the diſgrace and diſcredit which would 
fall upon the Engliſh name, if even the appearance of oppreſ- 
ſion exiſted towards a perſon of the Begum's ſex and character, 
after the honour and faith of the Eatt India Company was 
pledged for the obſervance of the ſaid treaty. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conformity to the above 
juſt ſenſe of the nature and extent of the ſaid treaty and guarantee, 
has repeatedly interfered with his authority to ſupport and defend 
the ſame; and in particular, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy. eight, upon certain complaints being made to 
the Governor General and Council by the ſaid Begum, of certain 
infractions of the ſaid treaty, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in con- 
currence with the Council, write, or order to be written, to Natha- 
nie] Middleton Eſq. then Reſident at Oude, a letter or order to the 
effect following: That ſhe, the ſaid Begum, was entitled to the 
protection of the Britiſh Government by an act not ſought by the 
laid Government, but ſolicited by the Nabob himſelf, and granted in 

| compliance 
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compliance with his and her requeſt; and therefore the ſaid 
Reſident was empowered to afford his ſupport and protection to 
her in due maintenance of all the rights ſhe poſſeſſed by virtue 
of the treaty between her and her ſon, under the guarantee of 
the Company, and againſt every attempt that might be made, 
directly or indirectly, to infringe them. In conſequence of 
which letter or order, ſhe was protected by the ſaid Reſident in 
the enjoyment of her rights, under the authority of the guarantee 
aforeſaid. | 

That the ſaid elder Begum, wife of Sufder Jung, and grand- 
mother of Aſoph ul Dowla, was alſo in poſleſſion of certain 
jaghires and effects, in the quiet poſſeſſion of which ſhe was 
moleſted by the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla, and in conſequence thereof 
ſhe, the ſaid elder Begum, applied for relief and protection to 
the Governor General and Council of Fort William, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings being Governor General as aforeſaid ; who 
did accordingly interfere in her behalf, by directing the Reſident 
Middleton, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy-eight, to repreſent to the Nabob the conſequences 
of ſuch arbitrary proceedings, the reprozch to which his honour 
and reputation, as well as that of the Britiſh Government from 
being connected with him, would be expoſed by ſuch adds of 
cruelty and injuſticc, and the right which the ſaid Government 
derived, from the nature of its alliance with him, to expect that 
he would pay a deference to its remonſtrances.— That in conſe- 


quence of the above and other interferences, powers, and autho- 
rities, made, given, granted, or confirmed by the Governor 


General and Council aforeſaid, the ſaid elder Begum was finally 
and fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of the jaghires and effects, and 
in the government of the family of Sufder Jung, which was 
then ſtated by her, and acknowledged by the ſaid Middleton 
and Warren Haſtings, to be dependant upon her the ſaid Begum ; 
and the politive guarantee of the Britiſh nation was by the ſaid 
Reſident, under the authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſo- 
lemnly pledged to her for her protection. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the months 
of May, June, or July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty- one, illegally and unwarrantably confer upon 
himſelf complete and full military authority and command over 
all the troops of the Eaſt India Company ſtationed beyond the 
provinces of the ſaid Company, and particularly over the troops 
ſtationed in the dominions of the ſaid Vizier. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did about the ſame time, con- 
trary to law, to his duty, and to the very nature of the powers 
veſted in him, confer upon himſelf a full and complete dele- 
gation of the whole power and authority of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Fort William, 
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That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſome time before, that is to 
ſay, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
did recal the Retident at the Court of Oude, ſpecially nomi- 
nated and appointed thereto by the Court of Directors, with- 
out any fault being to be found, as he himſelf has ſince de- 
clared, with the conduct of the ſaid Refident; and did arrogate 
to himtelf the nomination of the Reſident at the Court of 
Oude as his particular agent and repreſentative, and did inveſt 
Nathanic! Middleton with the {aid office, 

That the ſaid Nabob of Oude was in fubſtance and effect, as 
well as in general repute and eflimation, dependant upon, and 
under the control of, the Governor General of Bengal. 

'T hat he the ſaid Warren Haſtiogs did in ſubſtance and effect 
inveſt the ſaid Middleton with great civil and military authority 
in the dominions of the ſaid Nebob. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the above illegal dele- 
vation of authority, by the improper nomination of the Reſident, 
by being in poſſeſſion of the real, though not of the oſtenſible 
power in the dominions of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, and by many 
other acts by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, or by his 
authority, approbation, and concurrence, done and committed, 
he the faid Warren Haſtings did render himſelf peculiarly re- 
ſponſible tor the good government of the ſaid provinces. 

That the faid Warren Haſtings was bound by the ties of 
juſtice and good faith, and by the duties of his office, and the 
truſt repoſed in him, ſtrictly to adhere to treaties entered into 
or guaranteed by the Eaſt India Company or the Britiſh nation, 
and to attend to the happineſs and ſecurity of the properties, 
poſſeſſions, !iberties, and lives of thoſe who either were ſubject 
to, or dependant upon, the Britiſh power in India. 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour and pretence 
of the above-mentioned illegal delegation of authoiity, and, as 
he pretended, in proſecution of certain objeds mentioned by 
him in a minute dated the twenty-firſt of May, in the year 
one thouſand feven hundred and eighty-one, did undertake a 
journey to the Upper Provinces, and having met the aforeſaid 
Nabob of Oude at a certain place called Chunar, did, in groſs 
violation of his duty, of the faith of treaties, of the ſanction of 
the Company's guarantee, and without any regard to juſtice or 
good faith, wickedly, ccrruptiy, and maliciouſly enter into a 
certain treaty and agreement with the ſaid Nabob, fince known 
by the appellation of the treaty of Chunar; whereby, among 
other things, power was given to the ſaid Nabob to reſume ſuch 
jJaghires as he ſhould find neceſſary, with a reſervation that the 
amount of ſuch as were guaranteed by the Company ſhould be 
paid through the Reſident in money ; and although, at the time 
of the ſaid treaty, no charge of any fort was made, as alledged 
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by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againſt the mother and grand- 


mother of the ſaid Nabob, and although nothing more is pur- 


ported by the ſaid treaty than a Iimple permiſhon to the ſaid 


Nabob, and although no particular jaghires and eſtates are 
pointed out, and although the faid treaty purports to be at the 
deſire of the ſaid Nabob, and the execution or non-exccution of 
the ſame to depend entirely upon his diſcretion, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, having inveſted his creature Middleton with 
almoſt an abſolute authority over the dominions of the ſaid 
Nabob, did compel the ſaid Nabob to become the unnatural 
inſtrument of outrage and extortion againſt his own parents, 
and after much refiſtance upon the part of the Nabob did force 
him to yield a nominal acquieſcence to the deſires of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and to iſſue his own orders {which orders 
he did, at the very time of iſſuing the ſame, declare to be the 
effect of compulſion only) for the ſeizure and confiſcation of the 
eſtates and jaghires of h's mother, grandmother, and many of 
the principal nobility of his country; which ſaid extorted orders 
were cruelly and violently carried into effect by the approbation 
and with the concurrence of the (aid Warren Haſtings, to the 
ſubverſion of property, the deſtruction of many ancient and 
honourable families, the confuſion and diſcontent of the whole 
country, to the diſgrace of the prince thus made the inſtrument 
of perfidy and outrage towards his parents, and to the unſpeak- 
able diſhonour and diſgrace of the Britiſh name and character in 
the eyes of all Aſia; which lands, jaghires, and eſtates, when 
ſo taken, were firſt aſſigned to the ſaid Reſident, in part pay- 
ment of the pretended debt due to the Company, and finally 
mortgaged to ſhrofts, bankers, or money dealers, for the uſe of 
the ſaid Company, and no ſteps of any kind were taken, either 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his order and author: ty, to 
ſecure the amount of the ſaid jaghires to be paid to the ſa'd ladies; 
and poſitive orders were given by the ſaid Warren Haſlings 
that the ſaid Nabob ſhould not be permitted to reſtore the (aid 
eſtates to his ſaid parents, who thereby were reduced to great 
difficulty, diſtreſs, and want. 
By all and every one of which acts and proceedings, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of a baſe and flagitious 
violation of the folemn guarantee of the Britiſh nation, and alſo 
guilty of a breach of the treaty of Chunar, and by the means 
by which he effected the above crimes is further guilty of fraud, 
violence, extortion, and injuſtice towards the Nabob of Oude 
and his ſaid parents, and is thereby guilty of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors. 
That not only the landed eſtates or jaghires, but the property, 
money, jewels, and other _— of the ſajd parents of tne — 
2 0 
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of Oude, were ſpecially guaranteed to them by the treaties 
aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warten Haſtings, without even the form of a 
treaty, and in further direct violation of the above ſolemn en- 
gagements, during his reſidence at Chunar atoreſaid, did, under 
colour and pretence of the aforeſaid illegal powers and autho=- 
rities delegated to him, and under certain other falſe, frivolous, 
wicked, and malicious pretences, communicate through Sir 
Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, firſt his pleaſure and 
then his orders to the Reſident Middleton, that the ſaid trea- 
ſures, ſolemnly guaranteed to the ſaid Begums, ſhould be 
confiſcated, and that the ſame ſhould be applied to the liqui- 
dation of the Nabob's pretended debt to the Eaſt India Company: 

Which ſaid pleaſure and order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was forced upon the ſaid Nabob, and his conſent to the ſaid unjuſt 
and unjuſtifiable acts was wrung from him with an almoſt un- 
conquerable reluctance : 

hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in proſecution of the ſaid 
unjult, violent, and oppreſſive orders, did ſpecially prohibit the 
{aid Middleton from allowing any negociation or forbearance, 
and expretsly ordered him to proſecute both ſervices (that is, 
the ſeizure of the jaghires as aforeſaid, and the confiſcation of 
the treaſures of the ſaid ladies) until they, the ſaid ladies, were 
reduced to the entire mercy of the {aid Nabob, their jaghires in the 
quiet poſſeſſion of his Aumils, and their wealth in quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe who ſhou!d ſcreen it from private embezzlement; 
and by theſe and other orders given to the faid Middleton, did 
ſtimulate and encourage him, the ſaid Middleton, to every de- 
gree of ſeverity and outrage, and threatened him with the effects 
of dreadful reſponſibility it he did not obey him, the {aid Warren 
Haſtings; and in order to enable him the better to carry the 
ſame violent and unjuſt meaſures into execution, did order a 
large force to be marched into che territories of the ſaid Vizier, 
without any requeſt from him the ſaid Nabob, and contrary to 
his declared and avowed defire and inclination. 

In conſequence of which pleaſure and orders of him, the ſaid 
Warren Haliings, and by means of the authorities and powers 
by him given, the ſaid Middleton did, in conformity to the 
ſame, proceed to the city of Fyz bed with a party of Britiſh and 
other tro'ps, at which city the (aid mother and grandmother of 
the ſ4id Nabob did reſide; and after ſpending two days in ne- 
gociation (which ſmall delay was afterwards charged as a crime 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings upon the ſaid Middleton) did firſt 
ſtorm the town, and then the caltle where the ſaid ladies re- 
ſided, and did violently, wickedly, and cruelly exturt from on 
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ſaid Begums and their principal ſervants, a diſcovery of their 


treaſures and effects, by throwing the ſaid principal ſervants into 
prion, loading them with fetters, and by various other ſeverities 


and cruelties practiſed towards them; which ſaid treaſures and 
effects were firſt ſecured by the ſaid Middleton, or by his au- 


thority, and afterwards applied to the uſe of the Eaſt India 
Company. 

That the ſaid Reſident, Middleton, or his affiſtant Reſident, 
Johnſon, in farther proſecution of the orders of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and in order to ſatisty the unjuſt, oppreſſive, and ra- 
pacious demands of him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did compel 
the principa! miniſters of the ſaid Begums to enter into certain 
ſecurities for divers large ſums of money, and extort the pay- 
ment of the ſame by means horrid and cruel, by throwing the 
unfortunate miniſters aforeſaid into priſon, loading them with 
irons, depriving them of food, and by means of various other 
indignities and ſeverities: And the ſaid payment was finally 
made by the ſale, or pretended ſale, of the effects, clothes, and 
wearing apparel of the ſaid ladies; which ſaid ſeizute of the trea- 
ſures of the ſaid Begums, the impriſonment of their minilters, 
and ſubſequent ſale of their effects, were conducted with cir- 
cumſtances of aggravated atrocity, highly diſgraceful to the Bri- 
tiſh name and character, and were the means of reducing the 
mother and grandmother of the then reigning prince of Oude to 
the utmoſt diſtreſs, under the pretended authority of the ſaid 
prince, and of reducing the women and children of the late 
Nabob Suja ul Dowla, dependent upon the ſaid Begums by 
want of the mere neceſſaries of life, to break through all the 
principles of local decorum which conſtitute the character of the 


female ſex in that part of the world, and after fruitleſs ſuppli- 


cations and ſhrieks of famine, to endeavour to break the in- 
cloſure of the palace, and force their way to the market-place, 
in ordcr to beg for bread, and finally to ſubmit to the extremity 


of diſgrace and degradation, by expoſing themſelves to public 


view, with the ftarving children of their late ſovereign, the 
brochers and lifters of the reigning prince; in which attempt 
they were attacked by the Sepoys armed with bludgeons, and 
driven back by blows into the palace: For all which circum— 
ſtances of cruelty and barbarity the ſaid Warren Haſtings is in 
a peculiar manner reſponſible, many, if not moſt of the ſame 
being the neceſſary and inevitable confequences of the illegal 
powers aſſumed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the atrocicus 
and unjuſt orders given by him, and many of the ſaid ſeverities 
and crueltics being made known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings by 
the Reſident or others; he, the faid Warren Haſtings, although 
informed of the ſame, did take no ſteps for the redreſs of the 
laid cruelties, but, on the contrary, did deslare the ſame to be 

juſtly 
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juſtly merited, and did ſtimulate and encourage his agents and 
others to continue and enforce the ſame. 

By all and every one of which actings, doings, and proceed- 
ings, by him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his authority, 
counſel, connivance, or criminal neglect, done, perpetrated, 
and committed, he, the ſaid W arren Haſtings, was, and is, 

uilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors : 

Which ſaid crimes and miſdemeanors are not only greatly 
aggravated and increaſed by the outrage and violence offered to 
the perſons and properties of the ſaid ladies, the cruelties prac» 
tiſed towards their miniſters, and the miſery, degradation, and 
want to which they themſelves and their dependants were re- 
duced; but are alſo further aggravated by the inſtruments em- 
ployed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings in the perpetration thereof, 
the one being a ſon, who was compelled to become the inſtru- 
ment of extortion and violence againſt his own parents, and the 
other being his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice in India, a perſon by his 
{tuation peculiarly untit to become the tool of ſuch atrocious pro- 
ceedings. 

And the faid crimes are farther aggravated and enereaſed by 
the falſe, frivolous, wicked, and malicious pretences, which he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has endeavoured to ſet up in juſtifi= 
cation of the above diſgraceful and atrocious acts, and which 
he has attempted to impoſe upon his maſters, the DireCtors of 
the Eaſt India Company, and the Britiſh nation, and by the 
malicious and unfounded accuſations which he has ſince brought 
zgainſt the ſaid Begums, and which he has endeavoured to 
fupport by means highly diſgraceful to Britiſh government, and 
by a ſcandalous proſtitution of the ſacred character of Britiſh 


juſtice in India. 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings has farther aggravated his ſaid 
offences, by audaciouſly ſtifling an enquiry into the crimes 
charged by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings upon the ſaid prin- 
ceſſes; which enquiry he was bound to make, becauſe the 
Court of Directors did declare themſelves diſſatisfied with the 
ſcandalcus evidence tranſmitted by him in his juſtification of the 
wicted ads aforeſaid, and did in effect and ſubſtance direct him 
to make a fuller enquiry, and to procure, if he could procure, 
evidence fitter for his juſtification, and to give the oppreſſed 
women of rank aforeſaid the means of objecting to the faid 
evidence, and of producing evidence on their part; and the ſaid 
enquiry, in conlideration of the true intent and meaning of 
the letter from the Court of DireQors, was propoſed by his 
colleague, John Stables Eſq and refiſted by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, who did thereby preſumptuouſly endeavour to paſs an 
act of indemnity for his own crimes, did wantonly inſult the 
ſufferings of the allies of the Company, and ſhew an indecent 

contempt 
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contempt of the authority and opinions of the Directors, his 
| lawful maſters. 

And all the above acts and deeds are ſtill more highly aggra- 
vated by the groſs and avowed corruption in which they ori- 
ginated ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings at or about the time when 
he executed the ſaid treaty at Chunar, withdrew the guarantee, 
and planned the ſeizure of the treaſures as aforeſaid, having 
accepted and taken to his own uſe a preſent or bribe of one 
hundred thouſand pounds from the ſaid Nabob of Oude, con- 
trary to his duty, the orders of his maſters, and the poſitive 
directions of the law, to the great diſcredit, diſgtace, and di- 
honour of the Britiſh name and character, 


ARFLCEE:T HERD. 


THAT certain treaties of amity and friendſhip were entered 
into between Suja ul Nowla, Vizier of the empire, and 
Achmet Khan, a chict of the nation of Aﬀyhans, or Pattans, 
a prince of a noble and ancient family, whofe anceſtors fill a 
reſpected ſtation in the annals of Indoſtan, and who from an 
early period have been the friends and allies of the Britiſh power 
in India, 

That during the life of the ſaid Achmet Than, the ſaid Suja 
ul Dowla did unjuſtly withhold and retain poſleſſion of certain 
territories which did of right belong to the ſaid Achmet Khan, 


and both he, and his ſon and ſucceſſor Aſoph ul Dowla, did, 
under pretext of friendſhip, protection, and guardianſhip of 


' Muzuffer Jung, fon and ſucceſſor to the ſaid Achmet Khan, 
make new and repeated invaſions of the rights and poſſeſſions of 
the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, during his minority; and did fraudu— 
liently obtain from him the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, an inſtrument, 


or pretended inſtrument or treaty, derogatory to former treaties, 


and the rights of Muzuffer Jung, under colour of which, or 
under ſome other colour or pretence, the Nabob Afoph ul 
Dowla aforeſaid, Vizier of the empire, did place the territories 
of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung under the authority of an officer, 
appointed by him the ſaid Nabob Vizier, called a fizwall, 
or ſequeſtrator, the ſevere exerciſe of whoſe undue authority in 
the collecting of a tribute, concerning the juſtice of which 


Warren Haſtings has expreſſed doubts, but the amount of 


A which has invariably continued a part of the funds aſſigned by 
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the Vizicr as a proviſion for the ſeveral public demands of the 
Eaſt India Company on him the faid Vizier, was the cauſe of 
great ruin to the country, and of many complaints from the ſaid 
Mozuffer Jung. 

That Warren Haſtings Eſquire, being Governor General 
as aforeſaid, and the ſaid complaints being made to the Britiſh 
Government by the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, he the faid Warren 
Haſtings “ did deem it incompatible with the dignity and ho- 
* nour of the government over which he preſided, to appear to 
* countenance the exerciſe of an authority altogether unſupported 


by equity and juſtice, and much more ſo to ſhare in the 


« odium of a ſevere and oppreſſive exerciſe of ſuch an au- 
„ thority;“ and did, „ from motives of common juſtice, and 
c from a ſenſe of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung's weakneſs and in- 
«© capacity, and of the knavery and corruption of his ſervants,” 
on or about the twenty-fecond day of May, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, propoſe to his Council, in 
order to relieve the ſaid Muzuffer Jung from the indignity and 
hardſhips under which he laboured, entircly to withdraw the 
ſizwall, and to nominate one of the Company's civil ſervants 
to that truſt, with the ſame powers as formerly exerciſed by the 
ſaid native officer, ſubject to the authority of the Britiſh Re- 
ſident at the Court of Oude: 

Which propoſition was carried into effect upon the reaſons, and 
for the purpoſes mentioned and declared by the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, in a minute dated the ſaid twenty-ſecond day of May, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty; and in conſe- 
quence thercof George Shee was appointed to the office afore- 
ſaid. 

That by the aforeſaid acts done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and by various powers and autho:ities given or authoriſed by him, 
the ſaid Muzufter Jung was completely taken under the Eaſt India 
Company's protection; which Company, and their ſervants and 
repreſentatives, and particularly the ſaid Warren Haſtings, their 
Governor General, became reſponſible for the good government 
of the territories of that prince, whom they had thus put in a 
ſtate of pupillage, and were bound to protect him, not only 


from the oppreſſions of the officers of the ſaid Vizier, but alſo 


from the effects of his own weakneſs on the one hand, and the 
knavery and corruption of his ſervants on the other, 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings falſely pretending, that it 
Muzuffer Jung muſt endure oppreſſion, he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings durſt not then propoſe his relief : 

And that the authority of the ſaid Shee was more ſubverſive of 


the authority of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung than that of the Vizier's 


officer, and the exerciſe of it more oppreſſive : 


And 
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And alſo falſely pretending, that the Nabob Muzuffer ſung 
was equally anxious with the Vizier for the recal of the ſaid 
Shee : | 
And further falſely pretending, that it was the defire of him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that a proper guardian ſhould be ſe— 
lected for him the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, from among the ancient 
dependanis of his family, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon theſe 
and other pretences, equally falſe, and not poſſeſſing any legal 
authority to enter into, or to conclude, any treaty whatſoever, 
and having, at or about the ſame time, received from the ſaid 

Nabob of Oude a preſent or bribe of ten lacks of rupees, did, at 
a certain place called Chunar, enter into a certain treaty or agree- 
ment, dated the nineteenth day of September, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, with Aſoph ul Dowla 
aforeſaid, Nabob of Oude: by which treaty he did expreſsly ſti- 

* pulate, „that no Britiſh Reſident ſhould be appointed at Far- 
ce ruckabad, and the preſent one recalled ;”” by which treaty he did 
abandon that country, the protection of which he had but a ſhort 
time before undertaken from motives of common juſtice, and 
did deliver over the helpleſs prince thereof to the rapacity of the 
Vizier and his ſervants, the exerciſe of whoſe authority over the 
ſaid Muzuffer Jung he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has declared to 
be founded neither in equity or juſtice, 

' That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, neither at the time of 
making the ſaid treaty, nor has he ſince, ever attempted to bring 
the ſaid Shee to any trial for the pretended oppreſſion of which he 

thus accuſed him; on the contrary, he very ſoon after his recal 

did confer upon him a large penſion, and did ſhortly after confer 
upon him a high judicial office, for which he was peculiarly un- 

fit, if he had ever been guilty of any ſuch crime. 

© That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither then, nor has he 

ſince, ever given the leaſt reaſon to believe, that any of the pre- 
tences upon which he grounded the ſaid treaty had any founda- 


tion whatever in truth; on the contrary, there is every reaſon to 


; conclude, that they were totally falſe, and that the bribe afore- 


ſaid was the real, and the ſaid pretended reaſons only the oſten- 
> fible grounds for the ſaid treaty. 
Phat the ſaid Vizier underſtanding the ſaid treaty (as it was 
really meant) to give him an uncontrouled authority over Far- 
ruckabad; and that, by 
+ ters as he could with the ſaid Muzuffer Jung; he the ſaid Vizier 
did ſhortly after appoint a certain perſon, named Allmas Ali 
= Cawn, to be ſiz wall at Farruckabad, which appointment the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did very ſoon after compel him to recal, and 
dy that compulſion did violate the very treaty of Chunar, which 
ble had but a few weeks before entered into with the ſaid 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, nearly about the ſame 


time, that is to ſay, on or about ſome day in the month of No- 
vember, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, 
recommend one Subghut Ulla, a ſervant of the ſaid Muzuffer 
Jung, to have tle chief management of his affairs: 

Which ſaid recommendation was in direct contradiction to the 
reaſon given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the appointment of 
the ſaid Sh:e, he having then declared the knavery and corrup- 
tion of the ſervants or the ſaid Muzuffer Jung to be ſuch, that it 
was neceſſary he ſhould be taken out of their hands, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at or about the time of 
the ſaid recommendation, make himſelf reſponſible to the Vizier 
for the payment of the tribute payable to the ſaid Vizier by the 
ſaid Muzufter Jung; which tribute was not paid, either by the 
ſaid Subyhut Ulla or the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and by the non- 
payment of which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty of an- 
other breach of faith to the ſaid Vizier. 

hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, alledging that the ſaid Subghut 
Ulla bad reported that the interference to which his maſter owed 
his then protection was purchaſed by him from the Engliſh gen- 
tlemen, meaning thereby the Governor General and Council, or 
Chief Juſtice, or ſome of them, or ſome other Engliſh perſons 
in authority, or poſſeſſion of influence in the government, did, of 
his own authority, in the month of April, in the year one thou - 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, order the ſaid Subghut Ulla 
to be diſmiſſed from the ſervice of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, con- 
trary to the earneſt wiſhes and defires of the ſaid prince; and the 
ſaid Warren Haſlings, having ordered ſuch diſmiſſion, did take 
no care whatever to place the affairs of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung 
in the hands of any proper perſon, but did again expole the un- 


fortunate prince aforeſaid to the ruinous effects of his own weak- 


neſs, and the knavery and corruption of his ſervants, from the 
effects of which weakneſs, knavery, and corruption, it was the 
duty of the faid Warren Haſtings to guard the prince whoſe pro- 

tection he had undertaken, | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further, ſome time in the 
month of Auguſt, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-two, under pretence of the ſaid report propagated by one 
of the ſervants of the ſaid Muzufter Jung, communicate his re— 
ſolution of withdrawing the Britiſh protection from the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung to the Nabob Vizier, and did direct that effec- 
tual aſſiſtance ſhould be given to the Vizier, for the recovery of 
his claims upon Farruckabad, concerning the juſtice of which 
claims the ſaid Warren Haſtings has himſelf expreſſed doubts ; 
and the ſaid Vizier accordingly did re-appoint a native ſiz wall, a 
ſubject or ſervant of him the ſaid Vizier, who was eſtabliſhed in 
his authority, and maintained in the ſame, by means of a Britiſh 
4 military 
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military force, commanded by Britiſh officers, and under the di- 
rection of the Britiſh Reſident ; which ſaid acts, done upon the 

retence aforeſaid, were in manifeſt contradiction to every prin- 
ciple of juſtice and equity towards the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. 

That the ſaid native ſizwall did aggravate and renew the ſeve- 
rities exerciſed by the former native ſizwall againſt the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung, to the utter extinction of his rights, and the 
depriving him of the means of ſubſiſtence, which ſaid ſeverities 
and cruelties were made known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſo 
early as the month of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two; and complaints concerning the ſame 


were repeated frequently, and particularly in the month of Fe— 


bruary, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, with 
allurances, that if relief were delayed, the exiſtence of the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung and his family became doubtful and difficult: Vet 
nevertheleſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in direct breach of his 
duty, delay to bring the faid complaints before his Council, from 
the month of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-two, till the month of October, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven huncred and eighty-three, and did, during the 
whole time aforeſaid, leave the ſaid Muzuffer Jung under the 
ſevere exerciſe of an authority, which in truth, and according to 
his ou declaration, was unſupported by equity and juſtice, and 
which authority it was incompatible with the honour and dignity 
of a Britiſh government to appear even to countenance, but which 
authority was ſolely eſtabliſhed and maintained by the means of a 
Britiſh military force, ſubject to the orders and commands of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings and his colleagues, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the month of O&ober, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, make a 
proper to his Council for the appointing a Britiſh Reſident at 

arruckabad, pretending he did the ſame from a ſenſe of ſub- 
miſſion to the implied orders of the Court of Directors, but really 
from a conviction long fince entertained by him of the neceſſity 
of ſuch an appointment for the preſervation of our national credit, 
which national credit, however, he had put it out of his own 
power to preſerve, without a breach of the national faith, pledged 
to the Vizier by the treaty of Chunar, 

That in conſequence of ſuch propoſal, John Willes Eſquire 
was appointed to the office of Reſident at the city of tarruckabad, 
and did proceed to the ſaid city in execution of his duty, in which 
however he was much impeded by the negle& and by the orders 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; by which treaty aforeſaid, entered 
into at Chunar, the implied conſent given by the ſame to the ap- 
pointment of a native ſizwall, and ſubſequent breach of faith to 
the Vizier by ordering his recal ; the delivery over of Muzuffer 
Jung to the corruption of his ſervants ; re- delivery of him to the 
D 2 rapacity 
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rapacity of the Vizier's ſervants; re- appointment of a Britiſh Re- 
ſident, in direct contradiction to the ſaid Chunar treaty; and by 
ail the other acts and deeds before mentioned, done and omitted 
to be done by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he has been guilty 
of great neglect of duty, uſurpation of authority, complicated 
breach of treaty, and duplicity, towards both the ſaid Vizier and 
the ſeid Mozuffer Jung, to the great diſgrace of the Britiſh name, 
and the diſcredit of the Britiſh government in India having re- 
duced himfelf to the fituation that he could neither deliver 
Muzuffer Jung from oppreſſion, without a breach of faith to the 
N abob Vizier, nor ſuffer him to remain under the ſaid oppreſſion, 
without violating all faith and juſtice with regard to him. 

And by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, done, perpe- 
trated, and committed by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he was, 
and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


. FOURTH 


THar it was the duty of Warren Haſtings Eſquire, while 

Governor General of Bengal, ſtrictly to attend to the ex- 
penditure of public money; and more particularly, in a time of 
war and public diſtreſs, to be careful that thoſe revenues upon 
which the welfare and ſafety of the empire did neceſſarily depend, 
ſhov]d not be diminiſhed or ruined by diſſipation and prodigality, 
and ſhould not be diverted from the public ſervice, and ſquan- 
dered for the purpoſe of increaſing his own perſonal influence, and 
providing for his derendants. 

That it was the duty of Warren Haſtings Eſquire, in every 
inſtance in his puwer, to pay due obedience to the orders of the 
Court of Directors, his lawful ſuperiors, 

That it was a fundamental regulation of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, that all contracts ſhould be put up to public auction, and 
diſpoſed of to the beſt bidder. And it was, by the thirty-fixth 
paragraph of the inſtructions given by the Court of Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company, to the Governor General and Council, 
dated ſome day in March, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy-four, ſpecially directed, That all contracts, with 
the conditions, ſhould be publicly advertiſed, and ſealed propo- 
ſais delivered in for the fame; and that every propoſal ſhould be 


opened in Council, and the preference given to the loweſt, pro» 


vided 
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vided ſufficient ſecurity ſhould be offered for the performance 
of the ſame; and that all ſuch propoſals, with all proceedings 
therevpon, ſhould be entered in a book, and be regularly tranſ- 
mitted to the Court of Directors. 

That it wes the expreſs order of the Court of Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company, that their ſervants in Bengal ſhould 
advertiſe for, and ſhould receive every year, ſuch propoſals as 
might be offered for ſupplving the troops with proviſions, and 
for turnithing draft and carriage bullocks to be employed with 
the army; and that they ſhould in all cafes accept the propoſals 
which might appear moſt reaſonable in point of charge; and 
that they ſhould take care, that in all their advertiſements a 
ſufficient time ſhould be allowed, before the expiration of the 
contract which might then ſubſiſt, or the time which they might 
limit for receiving propoſals, for ſuch perſons who might become 
candidates for the contratorſhip to prepare their propoſals for 
ſuch contract, 

That divers other orders and commands, to the fame purpoſe 
and effect, have been iſſued by the ſaid Court of Directors, at 
different times, to their ſervants in India. 

That the opium produced in Bengal and Bahar is a very con- 
ſiderable and lucrative article in the export trade of thoſe pro- 
vinces; and has of late years been under a monopoly for the 
advantage of the Eaſt India Company, and has been provided 
by a contractor; previous to the making a contract with 
whom, and in the contract made, all the rules and regulations 
preſcribed by the Directors of the Eaſt India Company ought to 
have been ſubſtantially obſerved and followed. 

That it was particularly directed and ordered, that the ſaid 
opium, when ſo provided, ſhould be conſigned to the Board of 
Trade, who were directed to diſpoſe of the ſame by public 
auction, 

That it was further the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not 
only to be careful in the expenditure of the public money, in 
the making of contracts, and in providing for ſervices; but it 
was alſo his duty to be particularly careful not to laviſh the 
money of his employers in exceflive ſalaries and emoluments to 
favoured individuals, contrary not only to the general principles 
of his duty, but to the poſitive orders of his maſters, 

That the Court of Directors did eſpecially order and direct that 
the ſum of ſix thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other ſuch 
ſum, ſhould be paid to the Commander in Chief, in full for his 
ſervices, as Commander in Chief, in lieu of travelling charges, 
and of all other emoluments whatſoever, 

That it was particularly the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
not to create, by his prodigality, that public diſtreſs, which he 
has ſince offered as the principal, if not the only excuſe, for 

many 
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many of his violent and oppreſſive acts; and it was patticu- 
larly his duty not to rob, by enormous and extravagant pen— 
fions to his friends and favourites, that prince, whoſe ſublidy to 
the Company was among its beft reſources, but whoſe wants and 
neceſſities had forced him to incur an enormous debt to the 
Company, to the ruin of his country, and the great diſtreſs of 
the Eaſt India Company, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without regard to his duty, 
or the truſt repoſed in him, the diſtreſs of the Company, or the 
orders of the Court of Directors, did, in purſuance of a ſyſtem 
of profuſion and prodigality, and with a view to enrich his fa— 
vourites and dependants, enter into many and various contracts, 
without the leaſt attention to the wholeſome orders above men- 
tioned; which ſaid improvident and corrupt contracts did great] 
tend to the impoveriſhment and ruin of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany,—And he the faid Warren Haſtings did further authorize 
and approve of many enormous ſalaries and extravagant allow - 
ances to his favourites, and did laviſh away much of the reſources 
of the Company, and of the princes in alliance with them, in 
the ſame.— And in particular, | | 
Having granted a contract for the proviſion of opium to John 
Mackenzie for three years, without having advertiſed for the 
fame, which ſaid tranſaction was condemned by the Court of 
Directors; and having, contrary to the orders above mentioned, 
taken away the ſale of opium from the Board of I rade at Cal- 
cutta ; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the year one thou— 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, grant to Stephen Sullivan 
Eſquire, fon to Lawrence Sullivan (a perſon of great weight 
and influence with the Eaſt India Company, and then, on or 


about that time, Chairman of the Court of Directors of the ſaid 


Company), a contract for the proviſion of opium for four years, 


without advertiſing for the propoſals, and even, as far as appears, 


without receiving any written propoſals from the ſaid Sullivan 
for the ſame—And in the ſaid contract did omit the clauſe inſerted 
in the preceding contract, providing that the ſame ſhould be 


liable to be determined by the orders of the Court of Directors; 


and did further take away ſundry reſtrictions uſually and pro- 
vidently impoſed upon the contractor in contracts of that nature; 
and, among other things, did aboliſh the office of inſpector into 
the quality of the opium, an office inſtituted for the (ole pur- 
pole of preventing fraud upon the part of the contractor, and did 
not only grant the ſaid contract in a manner contrary to the 
orders of his maſters, but upon terms glaringly extravagant and 
wantonly profuſe, for the purpole of creating an inſtant fortune 
to the ſaid Sullivan, at the expence of the Eaſt India Com— 
pany ; the ſaid Sullivan poſſeſſing neither local knowledge nor 


(kill in the particular manufacture; which ſaid Sullivan did 
never 


e 
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never execute, or attempt to execute, the ſaid contract, but 
did, on or before the execution of the articles between him and 
the Governor General and Council, transfer the ſame to John 
Benn Eſquire, for the ſum of three hundred and fifty thouſand 
rupees, or ſome other large ſum ; which ſaid Benn did, almoſt 
at the ſame time, transfer the fame to another, for the ſum of 
one hundred and forty-nine thoufand rupees, or fourteen thou- 
ſand nine hundred pounds per annum, or ſome other large ſum, 
to be paid to him during the duration of the ſame. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in breach of his duty afore- 
ſaid, and upon pretence that there was little demand for the 
commodity which he had thus monopolized at an extravagant 
rate, and upon a pretence that no purchaſer had offered, and 
that there was little proſpect of any offering; although the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did make no attempt to fell the ſame; and 
although the Ditectars of the Eaſt India Company had ſpecially 
ordered the ſame to be conſigned to the Board of Trade, and 
put up to public auction ; and although, 1n point of fact, there 
were perſons in Calcutta who had authority to bid for the 
whole, or the greateſt part of the ſaid opium Vet the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in order to favour certain individuals, d:d 
borrow money at a large intereſt, for the purpoſe of advancing 
the ſame to the contractor atoreſaid, and did finally engage the 
Eaſt India Company in a ſmuzgling adventure, of a complicated 
and expenſive nature, to China, where the importation of opium 
is expreſsly forbidden, not only to the great riſk and hazard, but 


to the great actual Joſs of the faid Eaſt India Company, and to 


the great diſgrace of the Britiſh character in India, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
ſaid ſyſtem of diſobedience to the orders of his ſuperiors, and 
of prodigality and profuſion above mentioned, having, ſome 


time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſeven, 


accepted of propoſals for providing draft and carriage bullocks to 


the army for three years, without advertiſing for the ſame, did, 
while one half or the time limited for the duration of the ſaid 
contract was unexpired, and without any complaint upon the 
part of the contractor, and without any complaint upon the part 


of the army, that the ſaid contract was inadequate to the regular 


ſupply, firſt approve of, and then carry in Council, a reſolution 


that a propoſal ſhou'!d be made on the part of the Government to 
the then contractors, for diſſolving the then exiſting contract, 
and entering into a new contract for five years, upon terms in- 
© finitely more advantageous to the contraQtor, and more inju- 
- rious to the Eaſt India Company, than the then ſubſiſting 
Contract; and did by the ſame agree for the keeping of a number 
1 of bullocks far exceeding the number which the Commander in 


Chief had ſome time before declared to be ſufficient for the 
whele 
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whole army, and at a rate infinitely higher than that of the then 
exiſting contract; which ſaid unneceſſary increaſe, both in the 
number and rate, did create a moſt wanton and enormous ex- 
pence to the Eaſt India Company, of no leſs a ſum than near 
fifty thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other large ſum, more 
than the then exiſting contract; which ſaid propoſal and reſolu- 
tion was finally carried into effect, and a contract for the ſame 
granted to Charles Croftes, the confidential friend of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, to the great loſs and damage of the Eaſt India 
Company, and in every reſpet contrary to the expreſs orders 
and direQtion of the Court of Directors. 

That the ſaid contract did contain a clauſe, by which it was 
agreed, that it at the end of four years the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, or their ſervants, ſhould not give notice to the con— 
tractor of their deſire to put an end to the ſaid contract, that 
then, and in that caſe, the fame ſhould be continued for one 
additional year, beyond the term of five years. 

Thar the Directors of the Eaſt India Company did condemn, 
in ſtrong and pointed terms, the above contract, and did direct 
that, one year at leaſt before the expiration of the ſame, adver- 
tiſements {hould be iſſued for propoſals for a new contract upon 
the loweſt terms; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neglect, at 
or before the expiration of four years, to give ſuch notice as 
afor-\aid ; by means of which negleCt the ſaid contract was 
extended to fix years by virtue of the clauſe aforeſaid, as by re- 
ference thereto will more fully appear; by which extenſion the 
Company were not only, by the culpable neglect of the ſaid 
Worten Haſtings, put under the neceſſity of continuing an ex— 
travagant and improvident contract for a longer time than they 
were bound to do, but a pretence was afforded to the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to purchaſe a relinquiſhment of the ſaid contract, 
upon terms nearly, if not equally, extravagant with the con- 
tract iiſelf, to the great loſs and damage of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the extravagant 
purchaſe, did further, in direct contradiQion to his duty, and 
to the orders of his maſters, grant the proviſion of bullocks for 
the army to one Sir Charles Blunt, by the mode of agency, a 
mode of conducting the buſineſs condemned by the Court of Di- 
rectors, as one in which private influence is likely to prevail 
over public advantage, where every erroneous calculation turns 
to the loſs of the public, and where the expence is uncertain and 
indefinite, | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſaid acts done and 
omitted, firſt wantonly waſte the treaſure of his employers, 
and poſitively diſobey the orders of his maſters in granting the 
ſaid contract; then culpably negle his duty, by not giving no- 
tice to the contractor of the Company's intention of putting ov 
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end to his contract; next did prodigally and extravagantly 
purchaſe the relinquiſhment of the right thus gained to the 


contractor by his own neglect ; and finally diſobey the repeated 


orders of his maſter, by the mode in which he conducted the 
bufiacfs after the contractor's right was thus bought. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, in further proſe- 
cution of the ſaid corrupt and prodigal ſyſtem of government, 
and in direct contradiction to his duty, and the orders of his 
ſupzriors, and with a view to increaſe his own influence, create 
an eſtabliſhment for Sir Eyre Coote, then Commander in Chief, 
at an expence of no leſs a ſum than one hundred ei2hty- four 
thouſand one hundred and fixty-two rupees per annum, or about 
eighteen thouſand pounds ſterling, which ſaid eftavliſhment was 
created in conſequence of a claim which the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote 
made to certain allowances granted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
to Giles Stibbert, provincial Commander in Chief, before the 
arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in India: which allowances, to the 
amount of about eight thouſand pounds per annum, the faid 
Sir Eyre Coote contended did devolve upon him; and although 
there was no pretence to continue the ſame to the ſaid Stibbert, 
yet, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did continue the 
ſaid allowances to the ſaid Stibbert, and did fu:ther allow the 
above ſum of eighteen thouſand pounds per annum, or fome 
other large ſum, to the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, in lieu of the al- 
lowances thus demanded by him. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further, in proſecution of 
the ſaid ſyſtem of profuſion and prodigality, and alſo in direct 
violation of the treaty between the Eatt India Company and the 


| Nabob Vizier, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and feverty-nine, order and direct, through the means of 
his Council, that the extravagant allowances aforeſaid ſhould be 
added to the general debit of the Nabob Vizier's account by the 
Reſident at Lucknow, and that the fame ſhould continue fo 
long as the General ſhould remain beyond the river Carum- 
natla, 

That although the Court of Direftors, ſome time in the 
month of October one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
did pointedly condemn the ſaid allowances, and order the ſame 
to be diſcontinued, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct 
breach of his duty, of the treaty with the Vizier, and of the 
orders of his maſters, did, of his own private authority, continue 
to the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote certain large allowances, to the amount 
of fifteen thouſand five hundred and fifty-four rupees, or there- 


a abouts, per month, or about twenty-one thouſand fix hundred 


and hfty-four pounds per annum ; which allowances continued, 
by the ſole command and private authority of the ſaid Warren 
E Haſtings, 


( 34 ] 
Haſtings, to be paid by the Vizier for the uſe and behoof of the 
ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, not only while he continued in the pro- 
vince of Oude, but even while he was with the Britiſh army 
upon the coaſt of Coromandel, 

By which acts, orders, allowances, and contracts, made and 
granted, and ordered and done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of direct diſobe- 
dience of orders; of enormous profuſion; of prodigality and 
waſte of the public treaſure, in a time of war and difficulty, 
in theſe few inftances alone, to the amount of five hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. 
And by all and every one of which acts and deeds, by him the 
faid Warren Haſtings, done, perpetrated, and committed, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and 1s, guilty of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, | 

That in further purſuance of the ſame prodigal and corrupt 
ſyſtem of government, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time 
in or about the month of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty, nominate and appoint James Peter Auriol Eſquire, 
to be agent for the purchaſe of ſupplies for the relief of the 
Preſidency of Madras, at which ſettlement there was then a 
great ſcarcity of proviſions. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then uniting in his own per- 
fon all the powers of government, did give to the ſaid Auriol a 
commiſſion of fifteen pounds percent. upon all purchaſes to be made 
by him, and all expences of ſhipping and freightage, and all 
other expences whatſoever incurred in conſequenee and by reaſon 
of the ſaid purchaſes, although the ſaid Auriol had required only 
the uſual commiſſion for his trouble, and notwithſtanding the 
faid Warren Haſtings did know that the rate of five pounds 
per cent. only was the cuſtomary allowance made to merchants 
when employed in tranſactions of the like nature. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at the ſame time, that 
is to ſay, in or about the month of December, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty, further nominate and appoint the ſaid 
James Peter Auriol to be agent of ſupplies to all the other Pre- 
ſidencies, and to the iſland of St. Helena; and did allow him 
the ſame commiſſion of fifteen pounds per cent. as aforeſaid, al- 
though the ſaid Auriol, in the propoſal by him delivered to the 
Board, did only make offers for the ſupply of the Prefidency of 
Madras, and notwithſtanding the faid Warren Haſtings did 
neither know, or pretend to know, that any extraordinary ſup- 
plies were then wanted by the other Preſidencies, or by the 
iſland of St. Helena, or that a ſufficient complaint had been 
made by any of the Preſidencies, or iſland aforeſaid, of the 
mode by which, or the perſons by whom, they had been uſually 
ſupplied with proviſions. | | 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of ſuch appoint- 


" mnent, did illegally and ſcandalouſly, and upon a principle at 


once ſubverſive of ſubordination and ceconomy, declare, that 
the aforeſaid poſt of agent was intended as a reward for his, 
the ſaid Auriol's, long and laborious ſervices, the ſaid Auriol 
being then, and having been for ſome time before, one of the 
Secretaries of the Supreme Council, which office, at the time 
when the ſaid Auriol ſucceeded to the ſame, had, by the public 
authority of the Board, ſuffered a reduction in the regular ſalary 
annexed to it. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being himſelf ſenſible of the 
very exorbitant gain which accrued to the ſaid Auriol from the 
rate of commiſſion originally allowed to him, did, on the twenty- 
fifth day of March, propoſe in Council a reduction thereof to 
five pounds per cent. on the freight, charges of ſhipping, and all 
other charges, which ſum the ſaid Warren Haſtings did then 
repreſent to be the amount drawn by merchants; but the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was therein guilty of criminal milreprefenta- 
tion to his malters, inaſmuch as it was not cuſtomary for mer- 
chants to draw any commiſſion for freight, charges, or ſhipping, 
or any other charges, and no more than a commiſſion of five 

pounds per cent, on the purchaſes alone, on which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did ſuffer the ſaid agent Auriol till to draw 
the original allowance of fifteen pounds per cent.; and the rice 
and other proviſions ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol having been 
found, in divers inſtances, of a bad and inſufficient quality, de- 
ficient in meaſure, and not correſponding with the muſters and 
invoices thereunto relating, and divers complaints thereof havy- 
ing been received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did not only continue the faid Auriol in the faid 
agency, but did diſcourage all juſt and neceſſary inquiry into 
the execution of ſo important a ſervice, and ell complaints of 


the non- performance thereof. 


That in all the aforeſaid declarations, acts, and deeds, by 
him made and done, and committed, in violation of his duty, 
and in breach of the high truſt repoſed in him, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 

That in further proſecution of the ſame prodigal and corrupt 
ſyſtem of government, the ſaid Governor General, Warten 


- Haſtings, did, ſome time in or about the month of November, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſix, propoſe in Council 
to create, and did induce the ſaid Council to concur in creating, 
2 a new office or appointment, that is to ſay, the appointment of 
an agent for the ſupply of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon 
of Fort William in Bengal, for which appointment no adequate 
= neceſſity did then exiſt, 


E 2 That 


E-- 90-1 


That the faid Warren Haſtings did, in a ſpirit of criminal 
partiality to his own favourites, nominate and appoint to the 
{aid agency John Belli Eſquire, who at that time was, and did 
continue to be, the confidential and private ſecretary of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings. 

That, notwithſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time 
of creating the ſaid office or agency, had conſented to take the 
opinion of feſpectable merchants in Calcutta, in order to aſcer— 
tain the rate of commiſſion proper to be allowed to the ſaid 
agent; and notwithſtanding that the opinion of the ſaid mer- 
chants was formally reported to the Board, wherein they the 
faid merchants did declare that a commiſGon of twenty pounds 
per cent, per annum, to be allowed to the ſaid agent, upon all 
puichaſles by him to be made, would be a full and ſufficient 
compenſation for all the trouble and expences of the ſaid agent, 
in conſequence of executing the (aid office, yet the ſaid Warren 
Haitings did prop-"ſe in Council, and by his own cafting voice 
did grant, an allowance of commiſſion, of thirty pounds per cent. 
per annum, upon all purchaſes to be made by him the ſaid 
agent as afote aid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at the ſame time engage 
and make himſelf anſwerable to the Council, that in ceſe the 
Court of Directors ſhould diſapprove of and difallow the ſaid 
allowance or commiſſion of thirty pounds per cent. he would 
himſelf become bound for the repayment of ſuch part thereof 
into the Company's trealury, and for their uſe, as ſhould be fo 
diſallowed or ordered to be repaid by the Court of Directors, 
thereby manifeſting a degree of connection and concern in the 
intereſts of the ſaid Belli, of a moſt ſuſpicious appearance and 
dangerous example.—But nevertheleſs the faid Warren Haſtings, 
when thereunto required by the orders of the Company, did 
refuſe to comply with and fulfil the faid engagement of repaying 


to the Company any part of the profits ſo granted to the ſaid 
John Belli, as aforelaid, 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time on or about 
the month of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy— 
nine, at a time when he knew the Government of which he 
was the head was about to expire, convert the faid agency into 
a contract, and upon the fame advantageous terms, and at the 
ſame rates of allowance to the ſaid Belli, for the ſpace of five 
years, thereby engaging the Company in the ſupport of an un- 
neceſſary and expenſive e{labliſhmentr, contrary to the orders of 
the Court of Ditectors, for the purpoſe of creating and ſecuring 
a fortune to one of his own dependants, in defiance of the law- 
ſul authority of the Court of Directors, and in ſubverſion of 


the jult rights and powers of any Governor who might be ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him, 
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il In all which declarations, engagements, acts, and proceed- 

E ings, by him made, done, proputicc, and perpetrated, the ſaid 

d Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſde- 

d meanors. 

e 

* 
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is AR-T-1G LE TIF IH. 

I 

It 

t, THAT Sujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the 

n empire, did, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

© ſeventy-four, engage in a war with the tribe or nation of the 

2 Rohillas. That Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Prefident of 

id the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, did engage the 

United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies, to 

e aſſiſt the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah in the proſecution of the ſaid 

e war. 

id That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, a chief of the Rohillas, a 

d prince of a mild and pacihc diſpoſition, and faithfully attached 

f to the ſaid United Company and the Engliſh nation, did, in 

ſo the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy-four, at the 

v, time of the extirpation or expulſion of that tribe or nation, ſave 

1e himſelf by retreat, 

id That, truſting to the good faith of the ſaid Company and the 

3 Engliſn nation, he did, ſoon after ſuch retreat, viz. in the 

id month of May, in the year one thouſand fe:en bundred and 

Wea ſeventy-four, make overtures of peace, by ſending a vakeel or 

id ambaſſador to Alexander Champion, Commander in Chief of 
the forces of the Company in Bengal, and, at the time of ſuch 

ut overture for peace as aforeſaid, commanding the troops of the 

5 Company then ſerving againſt the ſaid Rohillas. 

1e That the ſaid Alexander Champion did, for divers weighty 

to and ſufficient reaſons by him then ſet forth, warmly recommend 

* do the Preſident and Council of the ſaid United Company, no- 

ve minated and appointed for the government of the affairs of the 

n- ſaid Company in Bengal, by and through the ſaid Warren 

of Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident as aforeſaid, to agree to ſuch 

1g  overtures of peace as aforeſaid: That the terms of peace fo 

Ba = oftered by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, were wiſe and advantageous, 

of 2s well to the ſaid Vizier as to the ſaid United Company: That 

p- the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any valid objection being 


ſet up or inforced by him, in anſwer to the reaſons of ſound po— 
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licy, moderation, and juſtice, recommended by the ſaid Alex. 
ander Champion as aforeſaid, did, on or about the month of 
June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, inſtruct 
and deſite the ſaid Alexander Champion not to ſolicit the ſaid 
Sujah ul Dowlah to relinquiſh his conqueſt of the ſaid Fyzoola 
K ban, but to encourage him therein; whereby the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did act in violation of the principles of juſtice and 
{ound policy, and contrary to the duties of his ſtation. 

That, as well at the time laſt aforeſaid, as at the time 
herein next ſet forth, the government of the ſaid United Com- 
pany in Bengal was carried on by a Preſident and Council: 
That, for the better government thereof, a Select Committee 
was appointed, conliſting of the Preſident and certain other 
members of the Council That the Preſident had no authority 
to act ſingly, nor any right to ſend orders without the con- 
currence of the {aid Council or Select Committee. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident as 
aforeſaid, did, on divers days in the month of September, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, and on 
divers other days and times, in conjunction with the Select 
Committee aforeſaid, teſtify his ſatistaction on the proſpect of 
an accommodation, and his hope that the ſaid Vizier Sujah ul 
Dowlah would accede to lenient terms reſpecting the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, and, together with the ſaid Committee, did communicate 
the ſame to the ſaid Alexander Champion. That, nevertheleſs, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding, but groſsly violating, his 
ſa d public order or inſtruction, did on or about the ſixteenth 
day of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
four, by himſelf, without the participation of the members of 
the ſaid Select Committee or Council for conducting the go- 
vernment of Bengal as aforeſaid, direct the ſaid Alexander 
Champion and Sujah ul Dowlah not to come to any terms of ac- 
commodation with the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, but to dictate the 
conditions of peace, and admit only of the acceptance of ſuch 
conditions without reſervation. By which laſt- mentioned con- 
duct, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only violate the duty of 
his ſtation, by, as far as in him lay, illegally and clandeſtinely 
counteracting the avowed otject of the orders of the ſaid Select 
Committee, but by ſuch his faithleſs duplicity did riſque the 
putting an honourable period to the Rohilla war. 

That, previous to the feceipt of theſe ſecret orders of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the ſaid Alexander Champion, a treaty of 
peace and friendſhip between the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, and 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, was finally ſigned and ſealed on the 
ſeventh day of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty- four, at a place called Llal Dang. That, in conſidera- 
tion of concluding the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola er 

agree 
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agreed to pay, and did in fact pay, the ſum of fifteen Jacks of 


rupees, or one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, and 
upwards, or ſome other large fum of money, to the Vizier Sujah 
ul Dowlah. | | 

That by the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in conſi- 
deration of the above-mentioned ſum of money fo paid by him 
to the Vizier, was eſtabliſhed in the quiet pofleſſion of the terri- 


tories of Rumpore, Shawabad, and ſome other diſtricts of the 


country dependant thereon, in the nature of jaghires, or landed 
eſtates, 

That the ſaid Alexander Champion was inveſted with power 
to engage the guarantee of the Company to the treaty aforeſaid. 
That he did, on the day and year laſt aforeſaid, fign and feal 
the treaty of Llal Dang, meaning to engage, and he did thereby 
engage, the ſaid United Company to guarantee the ſame, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings underſtood the guarantee of 
the ſaid Company to be ſo engaged. 

That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did conceive doubts reſpecting 
the ſecurity of the jaghire lands, and apprehenfions that the vali- 
dity of the guarantee of his jaghire would be diſputed ; and in 
conſequence thereof did, on divers days and times, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, as well as at 
divers days and times afterwards, through Nathaniel Middleton, 
at that time Reſident at the Court of Oude, by the appointment 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by divers letters and otherwiſe, 
entreat the ſaid Warren Haſtings to confirm the ſaid guarantee of 
the United Company to him the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſo granted 
as aforeſaid; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Go— 
vernor General, as aforefaid, did not communicate to the Su- 
-preme Council of Bengal, but did, for many months, conceal 
and keep ſecret the ſolicitations of him the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 
reſpecting the ſaid guarantee ; and did not, as was his duty, lay 
the ſame before the ſaid Council until the ninth of March, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy eight. That the ſaid Ha- 


ſtings did then communicate to the ſaid Council a letter from the 


faid Middleton, notifying, that he the ſaid Middleton had ap- 
pointed Daniel Ofavus Barwell Eſquire, to go to Rumpore, the 


capital and reſidence of the ſaid F yzoola Khan, to enquire into 
the truth of certain reports, circulated to the prejudice of the ſaid 


'Fyzoola Khan reſpecting the ſaid treaty. That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, whilſt he was Governor General, did propoſe, and the 
Council (the majority of which was compoſed of the ſaid Ha- 
Kings, and Richard Barwell Eſquire, brother to Daniel OFavus 
Barwell aforeſaid) did approve of the appointment of the ſaid Da- 


niel Oddavus Barwell, made by the ſaid Middleton; and further 


reſolved, „that the ſaid Reſident (Middleton) be authoriſed to 


4 8 offer the Company's guarantee for the obſervance of the treaty 


«« ſubſiſting 


— 


= 
3 


1 0 


& ſubſiſting between the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, provided it 
c meets with the V:zier's Ware un, '? That the faid Daniel 
Octavus Barweil did report from Rumpore, to the Council at 
Calcutta aforeiaid, the good faith of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and 
that he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had preſerved inviolate every ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid; and, in fact, the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan had preferved inviolate the treaty as aforeſaid, 

hat the VIzier Aſoph ul Dowlah did conſent to the ſaid 
guarantee being renewed, on the condition that he ſhould receive 
the preſents utuaily offered on ſuch occaſions. That the renewed 
treaty and guarantee was prelented to the ſaid Fzzoola Khan, by 
the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, with Kel and unuſual 
folemnity. That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the ſaid 
Daniel Octavus Barwell, the preſent for the Vizier as aforeſaid, 
and accompany the faid preſent with a lack of rupees, equal in 
value to ten thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of 
money, as a further gift to the ſaid Vizier: That the ſaid Fy- 
Zzoola Khan did offer a like ſum of one lack of rupees, equal in 
value to ten thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of 
money, to the ſaid Daniel Octavus Zarwell, as a gift or preſent 
to the Company, on renewing the ſaid treaty and guarantee: That 
the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell did not immediately accept the 
money, but took a bond for the ſame, and communicated the 
offer to the Board at Calcutta: "That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did propoſe, and the Board, conſtituted as laſt aforeſaid, not- 
withſtanding the objections thereto, inſiſted upon and ſet forth 
by Philip Francis Eſquire, at that time a member of the ſaid 
Board, did agree to accept the ſame, and it was in fact ac- 
cepted. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, firſt, in admitting, by his 
conduct as aforeſaid, that it was matter of doubt . e the 
guarantee of the ſaid United Company, pledged to the ſaid Fy- 
Zzooia Khan by the ſi2nature of Alexander Champion, as afore- 
ſaid, was binding on the ſaid United Company; ſecondly, in 
conſenting to the receipt of certain preſents on behalf of the Vi- 
zier, for the renewal of a treaty already binding and in force z 
and, laltly, in agreeing to accept, and in fact accepting, on the 
part of the Company, a ſum of money for renewing the ſame, has 
violated the faith of the Company, and degraded the Engliſh in 
the eyes of India, by holding them forth as a nation which re- 
fules to acknowledge the undoubted rights of princes, or to main- 
tain their own undoubted guarantees, without being moved thereto 
by a valuable conſideration : That in ſo doing the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has in fact broken the treaty which he profeſſes to have 
maintained, and has thereby violated the duties of the truſt re- 
poled in him, 

That 
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That by the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid the Nabob Fyzocla 


Khan did agree to retain in his ſervice five thouſand troops, and 


nut a ſingle man more; farther than with whomſoever the Vizier 


ſhould make war, Fyzoola Khan did agree to ſend two or three 
thouſand men, according to his ability, to join the forces of the 
Vizier ; and that if the Vizicr ſhould march in perſon, Fyzoola 
K han ſhould himſelf accompany him with his troops. 

That it was not ſtipulated by the {aid treaty what, and whe- 


ther any proportion of the ſaid troops ſhould conſiſt of ca- 
Valry. 


hat the Reſident Middleton was impowered to guarantee, 
and did in fact guarantee, the treaty of Lal Dang aforeſaid ; but 
certain doubts having occurred to Fyzoola Khan reſpecting the 
guarantee of Middleton, the faid Warten Haſtings, in order to 
{atisfy thoſe doubts, did, in or about the month of May, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and leventy-cight, propoſe to 
confirm, and did in fact confirm the ſaid treaty and guarantee, as 
ſuch Governor General as aforeſaid, 

J hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, diſregarding the pledge of his 
own private honour, thus ſuperadded to the public guarantee, and 
in direct oppoſition as well to the obvious meaning and intent of 
the ſaid treaty as to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's opinion there- 
of, he the {aid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of 
November, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
without any reaſonable cauſe given for the ſame, the ſaid Vizier 
not being then at war, and a body of the cavalry of Fyzoola 
Khan having been voluntarily granted, and being then actually 
ſerving under a Britiſh officer, recommend to the Vizier to re- 
quite trom Fyzoola Khan the quota of troops ſtipulated by treaty 
to be furniſhed by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan for his (the Vizier's) 
tervice, and did fa}ſcly ſet forth che ſame, contrary to the letter 
and ſpirit of the ſaid treaty, to amount to five thouſand horſe, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did afterwards, viz, on or 
about the month of February, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and eighty-one, deſite the ſaid Vizier to demand three 


- thouſand horſe from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan; and the Vizier did, 
in obedience to the deſire of the faid Warren Haſtings, demand 
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4 the ſame. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew at the time, as 
well of directing the firſt as of entorcing the laſt mentioned de— 


* mand, that he the ſaid F) zoola Khan was not bound, by trea'y 
or otherwiſe, to furniſh the ſame, and that in fact the ſaid Fy- 


zoola Khan had not more than two thouſand horſe in his ſervice; 
by which ſaid acts herein laKftet forth, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did again break the guarantee of the Company to the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan given as aforeſaid, and did excite the (aid Vizier to acts of 
violence, and breach of treaty againſt the ſaid Fyzovla Khan, 

That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in or about the month of 
June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
obtain for himſelf, from the Council at Calcutta, by his own caſt- 
ing voice, certain illegal powers, by which he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was, contrary to law, veſted with the whole and entire 
authority of the Supreme Council, and authoriſed to proceed to 
the country of Oude, under pretence of meeting the Vizier, in 
order to regulate the Government of Oude, and the dependen- 
cies thereof, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the nineteenth of 
September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, at the 
fort of Chunar in the ſaid province of Oude, make and execute 
a certain treaty, ſince known by the appellation of the treaty of 
Chunar, whereby, among other things, it was by the third article 
of the ſaid treaty agreed between the faid Warren Haſtings and 
the ſaid Vizier, that, as the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had, by his 
breach of treaty, forfeited the protection of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, and cauſed, by his continuance in his preſent independent 
ſtate, great alarm and detriment to the ſaid Vizier, he, the ſaid 
Vizier, be permitted, when time ſhall ſuit, to reſume the lands 
of him the faid Fyzoola Khan, meaning the territories of Rum» 
pore and Shawabad, and the diſtricts and country depending 
thereon, and ſecured to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan by the treaty of 
Llal Dang as aforeſaid. 

I dat at or about the time of executing the ſaid laſt- mentioned 
treaty, the ſaid Vizier did give, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did receive, a large ſum of money, amounting to one hundred 
thouſand pounds iterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, as 
a conſideration to him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for executing 
the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by making and executing the 
article aforeſaid of the treaty laſt aforeſaid, did corruptly and 
creacheroufly break the faith of the Company, by ſurrendering 
their guarantee, ſolemnly pledged to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan for 
the preſervation and ſecurity of the treaty of Llal Dang, as 
hereinbefore ſet forth to have been entered into. 

That at or about the time of executing the ſaid treaty of 
Chunar as aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by a certain 
paper writing, communicated by him to the members of the Su- 
preme Council at Calcutta, expreſs his reaſons and motives for 
entering into the ſaid third article of the ſaid treaty. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in the ſaid paper ſet forth 
and declare, that the conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refuſing the 
aid demanded, though not an abſolute breach of treaty, was eva- 
{ive and uncandid ; that the demand was made for five thouſand 
Cavalry; that the engagement in the treaty was literally five 
thouſand horſe and foot; that Fyzoola Khan could not be 1g- 
| : | 9 norant 
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norant that they (meaning the Eaſt India Company, or the Su- 
preme Council aforeſaid) had no occaſion for any ſuccours of in- 
fantry from him, and that cavalry would be of the moſt effential 
ſervice; that ſo ſcrupulous an attention to literal expreſſion, 
when a more liberal interpretation would have been highly uſeful 
and acceptable to them (meaning the ſaid Cmopany, or Council), 
ſtrongly marked the unfriendly diſpoſition of the ſaid Fyzooſa 
Khan, and though it might not impeach his fidelity, it Jeft him 
little claim to any exertions from them (meaning the ſaid Com- 
pany or Council), for the continuance of his jaghires; but 
that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, wzs of opinion, that neither 
the Vizier's or the Company's intereſts would be promoted by 
depriving the ſaid Fyzoola Khan of his independency, that he had 
therefore reſerved the execution of the ſaid agreement (meaning 
the third article of the ſaid treaty of Chunar) to an indefinite 
term; that their government (that is, the government of the ſaid 
United Company) might always interpoſe to prevent any ill 
effects from it (that is, from the ſaid third article of the ſaid 
treaty of Chunar), 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtinas, ſoon after the concluſion of 
the ſaid treaty of Chunar, and the declaration laſt aforeſaid, viz, 
on or about the month of March, in the year one thouſand 

| ſeven hundred and eighty-two, did give inſtructions to the ſaid 
Nathaniel Middleton to act in conformity to the aforeſaid decla- 
ration, and to prevent the Vizier from reſuming the jaghire of 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan as aforeſaid, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was thus, on the one hand, 
by making and executing the treaty of Chunar, guilty of a breach 
of faith ſolemnly pledged to Fyzoola Khan by the guarantee of 
the treaty of Llal Dang, and, on the other hand, by his decla- 

ration and inſtruttions reſpeCting the ſame, was guilty of du— 
plicity, evaſion, and deceit to the Vizier; and thus, by diſre- 
garding all the principles upon which treaties between nations 
and powers ought to reſt, did place the Eaſt India Company 
in ſuch a ſituation, that it was impoſſible for the ſaid Company 
8 faith with the one party, without breaking witn the 
other. 
T bat afterwards, on or about the month of December, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did cauſe Sir Elijah Impey Enight, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice at 
Fort William in Bengal, to ſignify to the Reſident, Middleton, 
that it was the deſite of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the 
ſaid Middleton ſhould demand a ſubſidy or ſum of money from 


the ſaid Fyzoola Khan—That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not 


bound, by treaty or otherwiſe, to pay any ſubſidy : That the 


7 ſaid Impey did fignify the ſaid demand for a ſubſidy to Middleton 
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as aforeſaid z and the ſaid Middleton did demand the ſame from 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. 

That aiterwards, viz. on divers days and times in the months 
of February, March, and April, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-two, the ſaid Middleton did propoſe to exact and 
require from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan the ceſſion of his jaghire 
atorelaid, purſuant to the treaty of Chunar, contrary as well to 
the treaty of Llai Dang, guaranteed by the Company as afore- 
ſaid, as to the declared intention and inſtructions of the ſaid 
Warden Haſtings as aforeſaid; and the ſaid jughire was in fact 
demanded to be ceded by the ſaid Middleton. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, not only by entering into 
the third article of the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, render the 
jaid Fyzoola Khan liable to ſuch contradictory demands, to the 
great Liiquictude and injury of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and dif- 
grace of the Brittſh name, but did not then, nor has he ſince, 
di approved of the ſaid Middleton for his conduct therein, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the fixth of May, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- two, by a private come 
miſſion and appointment, and of his private authority, nominate 
William Palmer Eiquire, a major in the ſervice of the United Com- 
pany aforeſaid, a confidential friend of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to repair to Rumpore aforeſaid, with powers to act with the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan as private agent of the faid Haſtings. — That the 
* Palmer was, by the laid Warren Haſtings, charged with 
ſecret nftru8ions reſpecting the affairs of the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, verbally communicated by the ſaid Warren Haltings to 
the ſaid Palmer: 'I hat by ſuch criminal concealment, and lecret 
appointment, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ated e to the 
duties of his ſtation. 

J hat on or about the month of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two, the ſaid Middleton did demand from the 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan a force to be made ſtationary at Lucknow, 
in the province of Oude, to the furniſhing of which, or any 
other ſtationary force, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, 
by treaty or otherwiſe. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having removed the ſaid 


Middleton from the reſidence of Lucknow, in the province of 


Oude, as aforeſaid, did, in the month of September, one thou— 
ſand feven hundred and eighty-two, appoint John Briſtow 
Eſquire Reſident in his place, with full power and authority to 
diſcharge the duties of the fame. 

That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon after his appointment, en- 
deavour to procure, through a certain perſon called Aliff Khan, 


Vakeel or Amballador of Fyzoola Khan to the Court of Luck- 


now, a pecuniary aid from the faid Fyzoola Khan, which he 1 
{ai 


N 


ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound to ſupply, by treaty or other» 
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That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon after his appointment as 
aforeſaid, with the approbation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
publicly depute the ſaid Palmer to go to Rumpore aforeſaid, for 
the purpoſe of carrying into execution the unjuſt and arbitrary 
plans of the ſaid Warren Haſtings reſpecting the ſaid Fyzoola 

han. 
ba the ſaid Palmer, being particularly directed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings and Briſtow, did, ſoon after his appointment 


laſt aforeſaid, endeavour to obtain from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 


a ſupply of money, Which the ſaid Warren Haſtings acknow- 
ledged and declared, at the very time he required the demand to 


be made, that he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by 
treaty or otherwiſe, to ſupply. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in caſe of a refuſal of 
ſuch ſupply, command the ſaid Palmer to demand and fix the 
number of horſe which he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſhould furniſh, 
and did aſcertain the rate or number to be two thouſand five 
hundred ; that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty 
or otherwiſe, to furniſh ſuch a number of horſe; and he, the 


| ſaid Warren Haſtings, well knew, at the time he gave ſuch orders, 
that the ſaid Fyzoola Than had not ſuch a number of hozſe in 
his ſervice, 


T oat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the time laſt 


- aforeſaid, inſtruct and command the ſaid Palmer to demand from 


the ſaid Fyzoola Khan an annual tribute, or a ſum of money 


from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, in compenſation for the ſervice of 
certain ryots, or perſons employed in the cultivation of the 


ground of the Vizier, to whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings aſ- 


ſerted, that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had given protection and 


tervice, aud to demand the ſurrender of the ſaid ryots; that in 


fact the ſaid F yzoola Khan bad rot at any time given protection 
or ſervice to ſuch ryots as aforeſaid, 


That the ſaid Palmer, under the authority aforeſaid, did, on 
or about the month of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and cighty-three, exact from the faid Fyzoola Khan a promiſe 
to pay a large ſum of money, amounting to fifteen lacks of 
rupees, equal in value to one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, al- 
though the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or 
other wiſe, to the payment of that or any other ſum. 

That the ſaid exaction was made under the pretence of ſet- 
tling certain doubts between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, reſpecting the troops with which he, the ſaid Fyzoola 
K han, was bound to ſupply the ſaid Vizier—W hich doubts were 

created 
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created and raiſed by the faithleſs conduct of the ſaid Warren 

Haſtings, herein before ſet forth, 

| That it was particularly ſtipulated between the ſaid Palmer 
4/4) and the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, that the ſaid ſum of money was to 
108 be paid by certain fixed periodical payments. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding this laſt men- 
tioned ſtipulation, thus ſolemnly entered into by the ſaid Palmer, 
under the authority of him the ſaid Haſtings, did, in or about 

the month of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
e four, require the ſaid Fyzoola Khan to pay the whole amount 
1 that then remained due, and the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did in fact 
pay the ſame, 

By all which acts and deeds, herein-before ſet forth to have r 
deen done and perpetrated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt / 
Preſident and Governor General, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, by a violation of the moſt ſacred ties of honour and con- 
ſcience, ſcandalouſly betray his truſt; whereby a ſolemn treaty 
| and guarantee was broken, the mind and government of the 

144 Nabob Fyzoola Khan alarmed and diſtreſſed, and his treaſure 

| unjuſtly extorted ; the honour of the Britiſh nation (renowned 

for a faithful adherence to engagements) baſely proſtituted and 

degraded ; and the Engliſh power in India fundamentally ſhaken : 

And therefore the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by all and every one 

| of the ſaid acts, was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſ- 
"FT, demeanors. b F | 
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4 ARTICLE: Irn 


7. T HAT great extortion and corruption had been practiſed by 
the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, under the pretence 
Ck of receiving preſeats from the Indian princes or powers, their 

ki! miniſters and agents, or others. 
Frogs 2. That the receiving ſuch preſents is illegal and criminal ; in- 
Pp jurious to the intereſts of the natives of India; deſtructive of 
the welfare of the Company, and diſhonourable to the Engliſh 

nation, | | 
That the Eaſt India Company had endeavoured to reſtrain ſuch 
practice, by obliging the ſervants (as well thoſe who were in- 5 
veſted with the higher offices, as thoſe in a more ſubordinate ſitu- 
ation) to enter into covenants, obliging themſelves not to receive 
preſents as aforeſaid, 


That 


* | 
"AY 17 
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en 4 - That the faid Warren Haſtings did in faQ enter into ſuch 
Covenants. | 
wa © That the Britiſh Legiſlature did, by an act of the thirteenth 
25 year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, ſtrictly prohibit the 
receiving preſents by the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, on 
n- any pretence or account whatſoever, 
er, 6, That a great ſalary, amounting to twenty-five thouſand 
ut pounds a year, and other great and conſiderable emoluments, 
* were provided for the office of Preſident and Governor General, 
mw as well by the Eaſt India Company, as by the Act of Parliament 
act aforeſaid: And that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in fact receive 


the ſaid ſalary, and enjoy the ſaid emoluments. 
ve J. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did well underſtand the receipt 
of ſuch preſents to be prohibited, illegal, and criminal: 
Yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not contented with the large 


4 profit and gain to him ariſing from the ſalary and emoluments 
ny annexed to the faid office of Preſident and Governor General, 
he did on divers days and times, both before and ſince the paſſing of 
re the Act of Parliament above mentioned, and whilſt he conti- 
ed nued ſuch Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, cor- 
1d ruptly, illegally, and criminally, take and accept of divers large 
2 ſums of money, as preſents, gifts, donations, gratuities, or re- 
le wards, in violation of the duties of his office, in defiance of the 
= Act of Parliament above mentioned, and in direct contradiction 

to his underſtanding reſpecting the ſame : 
9: Particularly, that ſome time in the year one thoufand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-three, at Calcutta, in Bengal, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did firſt fraudulently ſolicit as a loan, and after- 
- wards corruptly and illegally take and rctain as a preſent or 
gift, from a certain perſon called Raja Nobkiſſin, a ſum of 
money, amounting to thirty-four thouſand pounds ſterling, or 

ſome other large ſum of money. 

. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, without any allowance 
or permiſſion then or ſince had or obtained from the Directors 
y Hof the Eaſt India Company. or any perſon or perſons autho- 
E : nized or impowered to grant ſuch allowance or permiſſion, ap- 
ir ply the ſame to his own uſe, under pretence of diſcharging cer- 
> tain expences ſaid to be incurred by him the ſaid Warren Ha- 
i ſtings, ia his public capacity, without any authority from the 
f ſaid Company to incur the ſame, and of which ſaid expences 
h _ © the ſaid Warren Haſtings has not produced any ſufficient voucher 


or account to the ſaid Company. 
h 72 That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on divers days and 


boy a times, in the years one thouſand (even hundred and eighty, and | 
— one thoufand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, take and receive 
e from divers perſons, known and unknown, ſeveral large ſums of 


7 Money, amounting to two hundred thouſand pounds ſterline 
3 and 
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and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, as gifts or 
preſents to him the faid Warren Haſtings, 


{2. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or before the twenty- 


ſixth day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty, at Calcutta, in Bengal, corruptly and illegally receive 
and take from one Sadanund, the Buxey or Treaſurer of Cheit 
Sing, Rajah of Benares, the ſum of two lacks of rupees, equal 
in value to twenty thuuſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
large ſum of money, as a preſent and gift. 


I. T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month 


of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
take and receive from a certain perſon called Kelleram (ſince ap- 
pointed by the ſaid Warten Haſtings, renter of the province of 
Bahar), on behalf of himſclf the ſaid Kelleram, and a cer- 
tain per ſon called Cullian Sing, a ſum of money amounting to 
four lacks of rupecs, equal in value to forty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, or an obligation or 
{ſecurity for the ſame, In conſideration of which, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the great injury of 
the intereſts of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, and the Britiſh na- 
tion, let certain lands, in the province of Bahar, in perpetuity 
to Kellecam and Cullian Sing, or one of them, 


. That Aſoph ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, or Vizier of the 


empire, was, in the month of February, in the year one thou— 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty, and from that time until the 
period hereinafter next mentioned, in a ſtate of great pecuniary 
diſtreſs and embarraſſment; that the condition of the finances 
of the ſaid Vizier was well known to the faid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, as well at the time hereinbefotre mentioned, as at the 
period hereinafter next ſet forth; and that the ſaid Vizier was, 
at theſe times, greatly indebted to the Eaſt India Company. 


. That on or about the month of September, one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and eighty-one, at Chunar, in the province of Oude, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the 
great diſtreſs and additional embarraſſment of the ſaid Vizier, 
take and receive, zs a preſent or gift, from him the ſaid Vizier, 
the ſum of ten lacks of rupees, equal in value to one hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. 


76. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, receive and take, 
as a preſent or gilt, from a certain perſon called Nundoolol, 
the ſum of fifty-eight thouſand rupees, equal in value to five thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or fome other large ſum of 
money. h 


J. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and 


times between the firſt day of October, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and feventy-two, and the firſt day of February, one 
| thouſand 
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thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, corruptly, illegally, 
and arbitrarily extort and receive, by the means of Cantoo 
Baboo, his banyan or ſervant, and others, from a certain 

perſon called Maha Ranny Bowannee, Zemindar of Rad- 

ſhahy, divers ſums of money, amounting to four Jacks forty 
thouſand and one rupees, equal in value to forty thouſand 
pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of 
money. 

id: That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on divers days 
and times, in the year one thouſand ſeven bundred and ſeventy- 
five, legally and regularly meet. That the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings was, at the times aforeſaid, charged with the ſaid laſt 
mentioned receipt of money, and with various unjuſtihable 
tranſactions reſpecting the ſame. That the ſaid receipts and 
tranſactions were regularly proved upon oath before the ſaid 
Council. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither at that 
time attempt to diſcredit the teſtimony ſo given againſt him, or 
to oppoſe the ſame by evidence, nor has he ſince taken any mea- 
ſure to clear himſelf from the ſaid charge, or explain the nature 
of the ſaid tranſaction. 

3 the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and 
times between the firſt day of October, in the year one 

thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, and the thirtieth day 
of September, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
leventy-three, corruptly and illegally take, accept, and receive, 
from one Rajah Nuncomar, a native Hindoo, high ia office in 
the country government in India, or from fome other perſon 
or perſons, divers ſums of money, amounting together to three 
| lacks fifty- four thouſand one hundred and hve rupees, being 
equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
large ſum of money, as a conſideration or bribe for the diſpoſal 

, of, and appointment to, certain offices in the gift of him the 

ſaid Warren Haſtings, being ſuch Preſident as aforeſaid ; parti- 
cularly, for procuring Rajah Goordaſs, ſon of the fail Nun- 
comar, the appointment of Niabut or Head of the Finances of 
Bengal, and cauſing Munny Begum, widow of Meer ſ[affier, 
© heretofore Nabob of Bengal, to be Superior of the Family, 

# meaning the family of Mobarick ul Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, 
= ſeventy-five thouſand and four rupees, being equal in value to 

\ eight thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large 
ſum of money; and the further ſums of twenty-four thouſand 
nine hundred and ninety-cight rupees, three thuuſand one hun- 

dted and two rupees, and one thouſand rupecs, being together 
equal to three thouſand pounds fierling and upwards, or ſome 
other large ſum of money. Further, for conſtituting and ap— 
Pointing the ſaid Munny Begum Superior of the Family of the 
laid Nabob Mobarick ul * » and taking away the {uperiorit } 
2 | J theres 
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thereof from Baboo Begum, mother of the ſaid Nabob, one lack 
of rupees, being equal in value to ten thouſand pounds fterling 
and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, Further, 
from the (aid Munny Begum, by a payment to one Nurr Sing, 
brother of Cantoo Baboo, banyan or ſervant of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, at the deſire of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, one 
lack and fifty thouſand rupees, equal in value to fifteen thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of 
money. 
6, That the Court of Directors aforeſaid did, by a letter bear- 
ing date the twenty-eighth day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-one, inform the ſaid Warren Haſtings that 
they were fully ſenſible of the expediency of ſupporting ſome 
oftenſible Miniſter in the Company's intereſt at the Nabob's 
Court (meaning the Court of Mobarick ul Dowlah aforeſaid) 
to traniact the political affairs of the Circar or Government, and 
they truſted to the local knowledge of him the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings the ſelection of ſome perſon well qualified for the af- 
fairs of government, to ſucceed Mahomed Reza Khan, as Mi- 
niſter of the Government, and Guardian of the Nabob's 
minority, 
2. That the ſaid Munny Begum had been originally in a low and de- 
graded condition, without education, unacquainted with the affairs 
of Government, and then lived ſecluded in a Zenana, and retired 
from the world, whereby the ſaid Munny Begum was totally 
unqualified for diſcharging the duties of Guardian to the ſaid 
Nabob, and for governing his dominions; ſo that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by the appointment of the ſaid Munny Begumas afore- 
laid, not only acted corruptly and illegally in receiving the aſore- 
ſaid ſums of money, but added to the criminality thereof, by vio- 
lating the expreſs orders of the ſaid Court of Directors, to the 
great and manifeſt prejudice of the rights and intereſt of the 
ſaid United Company and this nation. 
272 That the ſaid Warren Haſlings did, ſome time in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three, grant to one 
Khan Jehan Cawn, the office of Phouſdar, or Chief Criminal 
Magiſtrate of Hughly, in the province of Bahar, a place of 
reat truſt and profit, 


25. That a ſalary of ſeventy-two thouſand ficca rupees a year was 


annexed to the ſaid office, That it was corruptly and illegally 
agreed between the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn, and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn ſhould annually give 
the ſum of thirty-ſix thouſand rupees for himſelf the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and four thouſand rupees for one Cantoo Baboo, his 
banyan or ſervant, out of the ſaid ſum of ſeventy-two thouſand 
rupees ſettled on the office of Phouſdar of Hughly as aforeſaid ; 
and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did corruptly and illegally 


take, 


11 


take, receive, and accept as aforeſaid the ſaid ſum of thirty-ſix 
thouſand rupees for himſelf, and four thouſand rupees to Cantoo 
Baboo, his banyan or ſervant, out of the ſaid ſalary ſo annexed 


to the ſaid office as aforeſaid, 


24. That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on the thirtieth of 


March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, legally 
and regularly meet; that the majority of the ſaid Council did 
charge the ſaid Warren Haſtings with the receipts aforeſaid ; 
that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not reply to the charge fo 
made againſt him, but did arbitrarily and illegally attempt to 
diſſolve the ſaid meeting of Council, regularly and legally met 
as aforeſaid, and did on that day, and divers other days and 
times, illegally and violently attempt to prevent, and did prevent, 
the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn, and other perſons, from giving their 
teſtimony on oath before the ſaid Council reſpecting the tranſ- 
actions aforeſaid, whereby the ſaid Warren Haſtings violated 
his duty as Governor General, and acted in defiance of the Act 
of Parliament aforeſaid, And further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
whilſt he continued Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, 
did i!legally and corruptly make, ordain, and appoint divers 
other perſons to divers other offices, tor gift and brocage, 
and did corruptly, illegally, and extorſively, receive and aC= 
cept from the ſaid perſons divers great ſums of money, in 
conſideration of their appointment to ſuch offices, both before 
and after their admiſſion thereto ; and did at divers other days and 
times, without any ſuch conſideration, take and receive divers 
gitts, preſents, donations, gratuities, and rewards, 

- By all, each, and every the receipt and receipts of money 
aforeſaid, as well thoſe for which he has accounted, or pretended 
to account, as thoſe which he has concealed and kept (ecret, and 
all and each his actions, declarations, and writings reſpeRing 
the ſame, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has groſsly violated the 
duties of his ſtation; ſubverted good government; ſhewn an evil 


example to the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company ; been guilty 


of corruption, peculation, and extortion ; and acted in direct 
defiance of an Act of Parliament; and thereby was, and is, 


- guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. | 
26. And the ſaid knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, by proteſta- 


tion, ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any 
time hereafter, any further articles or other accuſation or im- 


peachment againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire z and alſo 
of replying to his Anſwers, which he ſhall make unto the ſaid 
Articles or any of them, and of offering proof to all and every 
- the aforeſaid Articles, and to all and every other Articles of 
- Impezchment or accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, 
- as the caſe ſhall, according to the courſe of Parliament, re- 


G2 quite, 


in es. - 


E 


quire, do pray, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire may 
be put to anſwer the ſaid crimes and miſdemeanors ; and that 
1uch proceedings, examinations, trials, and judgments, may be 
thereupon had and given as is agreeable to law and juſtice. 


ARTICLE SEVENTH 


\ 7HERFAS the property of the lands in Bengal is, ac- 
cording to the Jaws and cuſtoms of that country, an inhe- 
ritable property, or as ſuch hath been generally held and re- 
puted, and accordingly hath been charged with debts, and ſold, 
and otherwiſe conveyed; and the ſame is, with few exceptions, 
veſted in certain natives called Zemindars or Landholders, under 
whom other natives, called Talaakdars or Ryots, hold certain 
ſubordinate rights of property or occupancy in the ſaid lands: 
And whereas the ſeid natives are Hindoos, whoſe rights and 
privileges are grounded upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a 
long ſeries of family ſucceſſion, and fair purchaſe : And whereas 
it appears that Bengal has been under the dominion of the Mo— 
gul, and ſubject to a Mahommedan Government for above two 
hundred years: | 

And whereas while the Mogul Government was in its vigour, 
the property of the Zemindars was held ſacred, and either b. 
voluntary grant from the ſaid Mogul, or by compoſition wil), 
him, the native Hindoos were left in the free, quiet, and u - 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of their lands, on the fingle condition of 
paying a moderate and certain revenue, or quit-rent, to the 
Mogul Government, called the auſſil jumma, or original ground- 
rent of the provinces, which had not been materially altered 
from the time when it was firſt ſettled, in the year one thouſand 
five hundred and ſeventy-three, to the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty, when the regular and effective Mogul Go— 
vernment ended: 

And whereas, from the Iaſt-mentioned period to the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-five, invaſions, uſurpations, 
and various revolutions took place in the Government of Bengal, 
in conſequence of which the country was conſiderably reduced and 
impoveriſhed ; at which time, that is to ſay, in the ſaid year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-five, the Eaſt India Company 
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received from the preſent Mogul Emperor, Sha Alum, a grant 


of the Dewanny, or collection of the revenues : 

And whereas, about the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy, the provinces of Bengal and Bahar were viſited 
with a dreadful famine and mortality, by which at leaſt one third 
of the inbabitants generally, and in many places near one half of 
the whole inhabitants, periſhed, a loſs which could not, by any 
probable or almoſt poſſible means, be recruited in four or five 
years; yet nevercheleſs the revenue was violently kept up to its 
former itandard, that is, in the two years immediately pre- 
ceding the appointment of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the 
Government of Fort William, in confequence of which the 
remaining two-thirds, and in many places a ſtill ſmaller propor- 
tion of the inhabitants, were obliged to pay for the lands then 
left without cultivation; and the country did accordingly languiſh 
from the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, to the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy hve, and the evil 
continued increaſing every day : 

And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the 
lands had ſuffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and 
mortality aforeſaid, and that collections violently kept up to their 
former ſtandard, in the two vears immediately preceding the 
apnointment of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the Govern— 
ment of Fort William, had added to the diſtieſs of the country, 
and threatened a general decay of the revenue, unleſs immediate 
remedies were applied to prevent it: And whereas it became the 
bounden duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when appointed to the 
Government of Fort William, to apply ſuch immediate remedies 
as were within his judgment and his power : And whereas the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings well knew, and was ſatisficd in his judgment, 
that by intruſting the collections to the hereditary Zemindars, 
the people would be treated with more tenderneſs, the rents 
more improved, and cultivation more likely to be encouraged, 


as he the ſaid Warten Haſtings well knew that the ſaid Zemin— 


dars have a perpetual intereſt in the country ; that their inhe— 
Titance could not be taken from them; that hey are the pro- 
Prietors ; that the lands are their eſtates, and therr inheritance z 
that from a long continuance of the lands in their families, it 
was to be concluded that they had rivetted an authority in the 
Oiltricts, acquired an aſcendency over the minds of the Ryots, 
and conciliated their affections: And whereas it was reaſonable 
therefore to expect, and the faid Warren Haſtings was of opi— 
nion, that ſolid advantages might be expected from continuing 
the lands under the management of thoſe who have a natural 
and perpetual intereſt in their proſperity ; that the Zemindar 
would be leſs liable to failure or deficiencies than the Farmer, 
from the perpetual intereſt which the former (the Zemindar) 


*Mmath in the country, and becauſe his inheritance cannot be taken 
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from him, and it would be improbable that he ſhould riſk the 
lols of it by eloping from his diſtrict, which the ſaid Warren Ha— 
ftings well knew to have been too frequently practiſed by a farmer, 
when bard prefled for the payment of his balances, and as fre. 
quently pre-determined when he received his farm. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, well knowing the premiſes, 
eſpecially the calamitous and diſtreſsful ſtate of the country, 
from the famine and mortality aforeſaid; and being well con- 
vinced in his own judgment that the calamities and diftreſſes were 
aggravated by the collections being violently kept up to the 

{tandard at which they were fixed b-fore the ſaid famine : Yet, 
bates Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal in 
the year one thoutand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, in viola- 
tion of bis duty to the Company, his maſters, and to the pre- 
vention of ſolid advantages to them, and with danger of great 
loſs foreſeen by himſelf, and in contempt and diſregard of pro-“ 
perty, title, and right, all acknowledged by himſelf to be in the 
Zemindars, and to the fubverfion of true policy, according to 
his own fenſe of that policy, and with a total neglect of tender» 
nefs and humanity to the diſtreſſes and calamities of the inhabit— 
ants, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately after bis ap— 
pointment to the Government of Fort William aforeſaid, did 
make an arbitrary ſeutlement of the revenues for five years, at a 
higher rate than had ever been received before, and with a pro— 
21eflive and accumulating increaſe on each of the four laſt years 
of the ſaid ſettlement, 

That, to accompliſh this iniquitous purpoſe, he the ſaid War— 
ren Haitings did put the lands of Bengal up to a pretended public 
auction, and invited all perfons to make propoſals ſor farming the 
ſame, thereby encouraging ſtrangers to bid againſt the proprietors; 
in conſequence of which not only the ſaid proprietors were ouſted 
of the poſſeſſion of their eſtates, but a great part fell into the 
hands of the banyans, or principal black ſervants, of Britiſh ſub- 
Jets, connected with, and protected by the Government; and 
this meaſure was thus executed, though the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
muſt have foreſeen it would happen, as he has ſince declared it 
did happen, that by this way the lands too generally fell into the 
hands of deſperate or knaviſh adventurers. 

That, inſtead of offering any abatement to the inhabitants who 
had furvived the famine, the policy of which ſeemed as ſtrongly 
implied as the humanity was undoubted, by the declaration of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the colleQions kept up to the 
former ſtandard had added to the diſtreſs of the country, the ſet- 
tlement made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, if it had been, or 
could have been, rigorouſly exacted from a country already ſo 
dittreſſed, and from a population fo impaired as that, in the opi- 
nion of the ſaid Warten Haſtings, it could not have been ae 

cruite 


Preach of the public truſt repoſed in him, and ſutiiciently declared 
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kruited in leſs than four or five years, would have been in fat 
what it appeared in form, moſt cruel and tyrannical oppreſſion, 
But this ſettlement, far from being realized, fell conſiderably 
Mort, even in the firſt of the five years, in which the demand was 
lighteſt, and on the whole of the five years the real receipts fe]! 
Mort of the ſettlement, by a ſum ſo enormous as to exceed two 
millions and an half ſterling; and therefore the only uſe for 
which a ſettlement, evidently impothble to be realized, could be 
Intended, or to which it could be converted, was the means 
thereby afforded for obliging the native inhabitants to compound 
with thoſe who made the ſaid ſettlement, and were poſleſſed of 
authority to enforce it. And the ſaid Eaſt India Company were 
groſoly impoſed upon in the firſt inſtance, by a promiſed increate 
of revenue, and defrauded in the ſecond, not only by the failure 


of that increaſe, but by the revenues falling ſhort to a great 


amount of what they were in the two years preceding the faid 
ſettlement. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being then at the head of the 
Government of Bengal, was a party to all the ſaid impoſition and 
fraud, and to all the peculation and embezzlement which might 
or did ariſe therefrom, and is principally and ipecially aniwerable 
for the ſame; and the more eſpecially fo, as though the Court of 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company, on ſundry proofs of pecu- 
Jation and embezzlement being laid before them, to which the 
arbitrary and violent ſettlement aforeſaid had given occaſion, did 
Politively direct a profecution againſt the perſons who compoled 
the Committee of Circuit, and againſt all other proper parties; 
yet ſuch proſecution was never carried on to irial, but, on the 
Contrary, was wholly fruſtrated and relinquiſhed By the faid 
Warren Haſtings, who propoſed and carried it in Council, that 
orders ſhould be given for withdrawing the ſaid proſecution z he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings declaring, that he was clearly of opi- 
mion that there was no ground to maintain them, and that they 
would only be productive of expence to the Company, and un- 
merited vexation to the parties. 

That previous to the meaſure before deſcribed being carried 
Into execution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did eftablith certain 
fundamental regulations in Council, to be obſerved in executing 
che ſame; amongſt which regulations it was ſpecially and ſtrictly 
ordered, that no farm ſhould exceed the annual amount of one 
Jack of rupees. And further, that no peſhcar, banyan, or other 
gervant, of whatever denomination, of the colle&or, or relation, 
or dependant of any ſuch ſervant, ſhould be allowed to farm 
Jands, nor directly nor indirectly to hold a concern in any farm, 
Dor to be ſecurity for any farmer. 

þ That in direct violation of theſe his own regulations, and in 
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by the manifeſt duty of his ſtation, if it had not been expreſſe{ 
and enforced by any poſitive inſtitution, he the ſaid Warren Ha. 
ſtings did permit and ſuffer his own banyan, or principal black 
ſteward, named Canto Baboo, to hold farms in different pur. 
gannahs or diſtricts, or to be ſecurity for farms, to the amoun! 
of thirteen Jacks of rupees, of the value of one hundred and 
thirty thouſand pounds, or upwards, per annum; and after en. 
joying the whole of theſe farms for two years, he the ſaid Capie 
Baboo was permitted by the faid Warren Haſtings to relinquich 
two of them. | 

That in the whole of the tranſaction aforeſaid the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings bas been guilty of manifeſt breach of truſt to his em— 
ployers, and groſs coiluftion with his ſervant, permitting him ty 
hold or be ſecurity for farms, againſt the ſpirit of his own regu— 
tation, as the ſaid Canto Baboo was the banyan or fleward of 
him the faid Warren Haſtings; and has been alfo guilty of acting 
againſt the letter as well as ſpirit of that regulation, inaſmuch as 
the ſaid farms, or ſecurities for farms, amounted to a ſun 
enormouſly greater than that limited by the regulation—the re- 
ulation confining each farm to one lack of rupees. And he was 
alſo guilty of a fraud againſt the Eaſt India Company, by permit- 
ting him, the ſaid Canto Baboo, to relinquiſh the ſecurity which 
he had given for the payment of the rent of certain of the ſaid 
farms at the expiration of two years, during which two years 5a 
rent was lowelt, without ſatisfaction made to the Company; 
the great loſs of the ſaid Company, the maſters and employers of 
the taid Warren Haſtings, 

And whereas the (al Warren Haſtings well knew, and was 
deliberately of opinion, that great expence and inconvenience do 
always attend upon innovations, and more eſpecially he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was well aware of the expences and many in- 
conveniencics attendant on innovations in the management and 
collection of the revenue of Bengal; that ſuch innovations cauſed 
a ſuſpenſion of the collections; and that continual variations in 
the mode of collecting the revenue, and the continual uſurpations 
on the rights of the people, had fixed in the minds of the ryots a 
rocted diſtruſt of the ordinances of Government: And whereas 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well and fully apprized, that the 
DireQors of the Eaſt India Company were of opinion, that a 
ſudden tranſition from one mode to another, in the inveſtigation 
and collection of their revenue, might have alarmed the inhabit- 
ants, leſſened their confidence in the Company's proceedings, 
and been attended with other evils: And whereas it has been al- 
ways found by experience, that ſuch innovations in the ordering 
and management of the territorial revenues in Bengal have been 
the ſource of much fraud and peculation in the public revenue, 
and of vexation and oppreſſion to the people, yet the ſaid Warren 

Haſtings, 
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Haſtings, in contradi ion to his own conviction and judgment, 
and againſt his own declared opinion, and ia contempt and 
neglect of the opirion of the ſaid Directors, did wantonly and 
corruptly, from the commencement of his Government, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, to the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, as Prefident and 
Governor General as aforeſaid, introduce and carry into execu— 
tion, without reaſon or neceſſity, many different meatures of 
changes in the mode of ſettlement, collection, and management 
of the territorial revenues of Bengal, all arbitrary and igconſiſtent 
with each «ther, and in molt calcs ſtanding in direct contradistion 
to, and ſubverſive of ſome other meaſure of the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſlings, as well as repugnant to his declared opinions and profeſſed 
principles. : 

That, in particular, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately 
after his appointment to the Government of Fort William, in 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy two, did aboliſh 
the office of Naib Duan, or native collector of the revenues then 
exiſting ; that he did at the ſame time appoint a Committee of 
the Board to go on a circuit through the provinces, and to form 
a ſettlement of the revenues for five years; that he did next ap- 
point ſundry of the Company's ſervants to have the management 
of the collections, by fixing one of the ſaid ſervants in each 
diſtrict, under the title of Collector; that he the fail Warren 
Haſtings did afterwards aboliſh the General Board of Revenue, 


or Council at Muxadavad, aſſigning as his reaſons for ſuch abo- 


lition, „That while the controlling and executive part of the 
4 revenue, and the correſpondence with the collectors, was C2F= 
c ried on by a Council at Muxadavad, the Members of the Ad- 
« miniſtration at Calcutta had no opportunity of acquiring that 
e thorough and comprehenſive knowledge, which could only re- 
« ſult from practical experience; * and becaule “ the orders of 
« the Court of Directors, which eſtabliſhed a new ſyſtem, 
* which enjoined many new regulations and inquiries, could not 
« properly be delegated to a ſubordinate Council; and it became 
e abſolutely neceflary that the buſineſs of the revenue hould be 
«© conducted under the immediate obſervation and diicètion of 

the Board.” | 
That in November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy— 
three, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did aboliſh the office of colleCtor, 
and transferred the collection and management of the revenues ta 
{everal councils of revenue, commonly called Provincial Coun— 
cils; and did, on the tweaty-fourth of Oꝗgober, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-fodr, earneltly offer his advice (to the 
Governor General and Council, then newly appointed by Act of 
Parliament) for the continuation of the ſaid ſyſtem of Provincial 
Councils in all its parts,— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
H turiher 


1 


further ſupport and recommendation of the ſaid ſyſtem, did, on 
the twenty ſecond of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five, tranſmit to the Court of Directors a formal plan for 
the future ſettlement of the revenues, and did therein declare that, 
with reſpect to the mode of managing the collection of the reve- 
nue, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, none occurred to him ſo 
good as the ſyſtem which was already eſtabliſhed, of Provincial 
Councils, — I hat, to give yet further credit and ſupport to the 
ſaid ſyſtem, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the eighteenth of 
January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſix, did tranſ- 
mit to the Court of Directors another plan for the better admi- 
niſtration of juſtice; in which plan alſo the eſtabliſhment of the 
ſaid Provincial Councils was again ſpecially provided for and 
confirmed; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend it to 
the Directors to obtain the ſanction of Parliament for a confirma- 
tion of the ſaid plan. That, even yet further to ſupport and 
give permanence to the ſaid ſyſtem, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
on the thirtieth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix, did tranſmit to the ſaid Court of Directors the 
draught or ſcheme of an act of Parliament for the better admini- 
ſtration of juſtice in the provinces, in which the ſaid eftabliſh- 
ment of Provincia! Councils is again ſpecially included, and ſpe- 
cial juriſdiction aſſigned to the ſaid Councils. 

That while the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſuftered this ſyſtem of 
Provincial Councils to ſubſiſt, and thus repeatedly and ur- 
gently recommended the continuation thereof in all its parts 
to the Court of Directors, and repeatedly adviſed the ſaid 
Directors to obtain the ſanction of Parliament for its continu- 
ance and confirmation, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did invade, 
alter, and violate the principles on which it was profeſſed] 
founded, by arbitrarily and corruptly detaching ſundry ſeparate 
collectorſnhips from the general province of each Council, for 
the corrupt purpoſe of providing lucrative places for perſons fa- 
voured by him, to the great lois and detriment of the Eaſt India 
Company, who were thus loaded with the expence of the whole 
eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Councils, and with the further expence 
of new eſtabliſhments for the ſame duties and ſervices, under the 
name of ſeparate collectors. — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
well knew that none of theſe his as were neceſſary or uſeful to 
the public ſervice, but were in every inſtance a corrupt abuſe of 
the power, and a breach of the truſt repoſed in him, for the 
ſervice and gratification of ſome individual, as well as a par- 
tial invaſion of that ſyſtem which he had fo repeatedly recom- 
mended; all which corruption, breach of truſt, and miſgovern- 
ment, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſubſtantially avow, 
by declaring in Council, on the nineteenth of January, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, that the preſent ſtate 


of 


1 


of the Government was ſuch as required temporary expedients, 
and the union of private intereſts with the public, That the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did not produce any fact or argument 
whatſoever, to ſhew the ſtate of the Government to be ſuch ag 
he had deſcribed it, in that ſcandalous and criminal juſtification 
of his criminal actions; but if the ſtate of the Government 
were really ſuch as to require temporary expedients, and 
a ſacrifice of the public to private intereſts, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had criminally reduced it to that ſt-te, he having, for 
the two preceding years, poſſeſſed the abſolute and uncont rolled 
ower of Government, by virtue of his caſting voice in Council, 
That the Court of Directors did ſend orders to the Governor 
General and Council, dated the fifth of February, one thoutand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, in the words or to the effect 
following: „If you are fully convinced that the eſtabliſhment 
&« of Provincial Councils has not anſwered, or is not capable of 
« anſwering, the purpoſes intended by ſuch inſtitutions, we 
& hereby direct you to form a new plan for the collection of the re- 
& yenues, and to tranſmit the ſame to us for our conſideration.“ 
That, very early in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-one, and within two months after the departure of Phi- 
lip Francis Eſquire, by whoſe departure the Council General 
was reduced to two perſons, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
contradiction to his own ſentiments, repeatedly declared, and 
to his own advice repeatedly and deliberately given, and in 
wilful diſobedience to the orders of the Court of Ditectors, to 
whom he did not tranſmit any plan for their confideration, did, 
on ſundry falſe and contradictory pretences, and for his own 
corrupt purpoſes, again change the whole ſyſtem of the col- 
lections of the public revenue of Bengal, as alſo the adminiſtra- 


tion of civil and criminal juſtice throughout the provinces, by 


aboliſhing, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did corruptly aboliſh, 
the ſaid Provincial Councils before the yearly collection was 
finiſned; and the ſaid Warten Haſtings did endeavour, con- 
trary to his duty, to deceive the Court of Directors, by aſſigning 
falſe reaſons for aboliſhing the ſaid Councils; and fo to deceive 
the ſaid Court, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a letter to 


the ſaid Court, dated the fifth of May, one thouſand ſeven 


[hundred and eighty- one, affirm, that the plan of ſuperintending 
and collecting the public revenue of the provinces, through the 


agency of Provincial Councils, had been inſtituted for the tempo=- 
*rary and declared purpoſe of incroducing another more perma- 
nent mode by an eaſy and gradual change; ſuch affirmation 
being in direct contradiction to his repeatedly declared fenſe, in 
the courſe of eight years, of the wiſdom of that inſticution, of 
the neceſſity of never departing from it, and of his repeated 
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advice chat it might be made perpetual by Act of Parliament.— 
BY was the abolition of the ſaid Councils introduced by any 
aſy end gradual change, or by any gradations whatever, as the 
10 Wien Haſtings had falſely afirmed, in his letter of the 
flith of May, one tnoufand feven hundred and eighty-one, to 
have been always intended, but was ſudden and unprepared, 
and initenily zccompliſhed by a finple act of power of him the 
laid Warren Haſtings, and before the yearly collection was 
finiſhed. 
That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having arbitrarily. and 
cotruptſy: aboliſhed the ſaid Councils, did ſobllitute in their place 
a Committee of Revenue, conſiſting of four perſons appointed 
by himſelf, on principle- oppoſite to thote which he had himſelt 
profſefied, and with excluſive powers, tending to deprive the 
members of the Supreme Council of a due knowledge of and in- 
ivecion into the management of the territorial revenues veſted 
by the Legiſlatute in the Governor General and Council, and in 
eſtect to veſt the ſame ſulely and entirely in the ſaid Warren 
Railings ; though the ſaid Warren Haſtings had before aſſigned 
the neceſſity of ſuch |; nowled,e, and of the immediate obſervation 
and direction of the Genera Council at Calcutta, as a reaſon 
for aboliſhing the General Board of Revenue at Muxadavad ; 
and he the ſaid Warten Haſtings did alſo appoint a native of an 
infamous character, generally diſtruſted, hated, and feared in 
the province, and whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings knew to be 
of ſuch i character, called Gunga Govin Sing, to be Duan to 
tne {aid Committee, an office of great power and truſt, and cf 
ſuch a nature, that the Committee aforeſaid muſt chiefly rely 
upon the integrity and fidelity of the perſon who fills it, for the 
due execution of their functions in collecting the revenue, and 
preſerving the ſubjects from oppreſſion. — That he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did inveſt the ſaid Committee of four perſons, 
in the ſulleſt manner, with all the powers and authority of the 
Governor General and Council, and thereby took the general 
management and cognizance of the revenue out of the Supreme 
Council, and deprived the members thereof of the means of 
acquiring ſuch knowledge of the ſtate of the revenue buſineſs, 
as might enable them to execute the proper duty of their office, 
or any knowledge thereof whatſoerer, without great difficulty 
and diſc.uragrment, — Thet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by thus 
delegating the powers of tne Supreme Council to a Board con- 
ſiſting of perſons appointed by himſelf, or any other Board, 
aGied in direct diſobedience to the lawful orders of the Court of 
Di:ectors, his maſters and employers, and in open contempt 
and dehance of an Act of Parliament of the thirteenth year of 
his preſcat Majeſty, | 
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That immediately after the death of the late Colonel George 
Monſon, in September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and leventy- 
fix, by which the number of the Governor General and Council 
was reduced to four perſons, and continued ſo until April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, the faid Warren 
Haſtings, for the pretended purpoſe of obtaining accurate ſtates 
of the rcal value of the lands, as the grounds on which a new 
ſettlement of the provinces was to be conſtructed, but in reality, 
and in breach of his truſt and duty, to draw into his own hands 
the (ule ordering, management, and government of the territo— 
rial acquiſitions and revenues, did depute into all parts of the 
provices a great number of native officers, under the title of 
Aumeens, appointed by, and accountable to himſelf only, and 
armed with powers of a dangerous, arbitrary, and tyrannical 
nature, to enquire into the circumſtances, rents, and profits of 
every man's eftate, and to compel a diſcovery thereof, by arreſt- 
ing and puniſhing thoſe who thould dare to oppoſe or diſobey 
whit was ſtyl: d by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the orders of Go- 
vernment.— That the pretended purpoſe aforeſaid was the more 
manifeſtly falſe, becauſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings had, upwards of 
a year before this appointment of Aumeens, informed the Court 
of Dicectors, by a plan dated the twenty-ſecond of April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, that the aſcertaining 
the value of the ſeveral diſtricts had been ſufficiently accom- 
pliſhed: And the falſchood of the ſaid pretended purpoſe is {till 
more evident, becauſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, 
and was perfectly convinced in his own judgment and opinion, 
that there was not any truſt to be put in the accounts delivered 
in by the Aumeens; and that no dependan-e could be placed on 
that mode of enquiry, as he knew that Aumeens were not to be 
truſted, 

That, ſuppoſing an actual valuation of all the landed property 
of Bengal to be at any time a juſt or neceſſary meaſure, and that 


it had not been, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared it had 


been, ſufficienily accompliſhed, yet, when he aſſumed the power 
of appointing, and did actually nominate and appoint, the per- 
ſons who were to execute ſuch a meaſure, and inveſted them 


with an arbitrary and univerſal power of inveſtigation, coercion, 
and puniſhment, which gave them all means of fraud, vexation, 


and cruelty, it was more peculiarly and indiſpenſably neceſſary, 


and the buunden duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to appoint 


none but men of the beſt, or at leaſt of irreproachable and un- 


ſuſpected characters, to an office of ſuch exorbitant power and 
Authority; notwithſtanding which, and in neglect of ſuch his 
bounden duty, and to the ſcandal of Government, to the en— 
couragement of all miſbehaviour and miſconduct in office, he the 
aid Warren Haltings did nominate and actually appoint to the 
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principal ſuperintendance of this buſineſs, a perſon called Gung; 
Govin Sing, whom the faid Warren Haſtings knew to be a per. 
fon of infamous character, and to be loaded with general re. 
proaches as aforeſaid, and who had been before diſmiſſed, fo 
miſconduct, from an office which he held in the revenue de. 
partment, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and was ſatisfied 
in his judgment, that granting long leaſes of the lands was more 
for the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company, as well as more con- 
ducive to the eaſe of the inhabitants, than the mode of annual 
ſettlements; and has declared, amongſt many other reaſons and 
arguments, that the farmer, who holds his farm for one year 
only, having no intereſt in the next, takes what he can with the 
hand of rigour; which, even in the execution of legal claims, 
is often equivalent to violence; that ſuch farmer is under the 
neceſſity of being rigid, and even cruel; that he will be tempted 
to exceed the bounds of right, and to augment his income by 
Irregular exactions, and by racking the tenants; and that the 
diſcouragement, which tenants feel from being tiansferred every 
year to new landlords, contributes to injure the cultivation and 
diſpcople the lands: Notwithſtanding which, and in neglect of 
his duty to, and in diſregard to the intereſt of the Eaſt India 
Company, and the eaſe and welfare of the inhabitants, as well 
as in manifeſt contradiction to all his own profeſſions and decla— 
rations on the ſubject, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did approve 
of the report of the Committee of Revenue, which he had ap- 
pointed in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
and to whoſe diſcretion he had left it to fix the term for which 
the enſuing ſettlement ſhould be made; which Committee de- 
clared, that, with reſpect to the period of the leaſes in general, 
to limit them to one year would be the beſt period. | 

That, in thus approving the ſaid recommended ſettlement, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not hold himſelf bound or re- 
ſtrained by the orders of the Court of Directors, but ated upon 
his own diſcretion ; and did again exerciſe that diſcretion, in par- 
ticular inſtances, and for partial, intereſted, and corrupt pur- 
poſes, againſt his approved general ſettlement for one year, by 
granting perpetual leaſes: And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 
for ſuch partial, intereſted, and corrupt purpoſes, grant perpetual 
Jeaſes of farms and Zemindaries to perſons ſpecially favoured by 
him; and particularly he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſo granted a 
perpetual leaſe of the Zemindary of Baharbund to Canto Baboo, 
on very low terms; which ſaid Canto Baboo was then banyan 
or ſteward to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 

That in all theſe tranſactions the ſaid Warren Haſtings, firſt 
as Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William, and afterwards 
as Governor General, has corruptly and wilfully proceeded, in 
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lation of his duty to the Eaſt India Company, bis maſters 
and employers; in diſobedience to their orders, to the great loſs 
and damage in their revenues; in defiance and contempt of an 
AR of Parliament; to the vexation, oppreſſion, and deſtruction 
of the inhabitants of Bengal; in contradiclion and perverſion of 
his own declared ſenſe of duty and true policy ; and to the great 
ſcandal and reproach of the Britiſh government in India: And 
that in all and each of the ſaid tranſactions, the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 
And the ſaid knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, by proteſta- 
tion, ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any 
time hereafter, any further articles or other accuſation or im- 

ichment againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire ; and 2l'o 
of replying to his Anſwers, which he {hall make unto the ſaid 
Articles, or any of them, and of offering proof to the aforeſaid 
Article, and to all and every other Articles of impeachment or 
accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, as the caſe ſhall, 
according to the courſe of Parliament, require, do pray, that 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire may be put to anſwer the ſaid 
crimes and miſdemeanors; and that ſuch proceedings, exami- 
nations, trials, and judgments may be thereupon had and given 
a8 is agreeable to law and juſtice, 


4 


S ARTICLE EIGHTH. 


JW HERES a certain territory in India, known by the name 
| of the Subah of Oude, was, on or about the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-four, governed by a native 
Mahometan prince or viceroy, a great chief of the Mogul 


Empire, and Vizier thereof, called the Nabob Vizier Sujah ul 
Dowlah, which Sujah ul Dowlah having been defeated in battle, 
and expelled from his dominions, by the arms of the Eaſt India 
Company ; and being afterwards, by thoſe acting under that 
Company, reſtored to his government, did, on or about the year 
. thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three, enter into a 
geaty with the Eaſt India Company, commonly called the treaty 

Benares, by which the ſaid Company did, under certain con- 
Wions and ſtipulations, and for a certain annual ſubſidy in the 


2 d treaty expreſſed, agree to maintain a body of Britiſh troops for 
Me defence of his territories ; and the ſaid Vizier Sujch ul Dow- 


lah 


( 64 ] 
lah did, by the aſſiſtance of the Eaſt India Company's forces, 


alſo in conſideration of money to them paid, or to be paid, c. 
tain ſeveral large accefſions to his dominions, namely, . 
territories of Rohilcund, the Duab Corah Khorrah, and 4, 
lahabad : 

And whereas the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah, in or about t. 
month of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſevent; 
five, died poſſeſſed of the territories aforeſaid; and his ſc 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, did ſucceed to the fame, and, by the inf, 
ence of the Eaſt India Company on the Mogul Emperor, ob. 
tained a grant of the digni'y and authority of Vizier, which hi 
father had p-flefſed; and the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah having bea 
chiefly ſupported in the ſucceflion, and eſtabliſhed in the Cignit 
aforeſaid, by the power and influence of the ſaid Eaſt Indi 
Company, and, from the internal and external circumſtances d 
his country, finding ſuch aſſiſtance as had formerly been given t 
his father by the ſaid Company become abſolutely neceſſary, dich 


on the twenty-firſt of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred an; 


ſeventy-five, make a new treaty with the Eaſt India Company, 
for the ſupport, on certain conditions, and the payment of a cer. 
tain ſublidy, of a brigade of their troops to be employed in hi; 
defence, and did afterwards conſent to take other large bodies «i 
troops belonging to the ſaid Company into his pay : 

And whereas the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah did very ſoon become, 
in his own eſtimation, and in that of the neighbouring poten- 
tates, as well as in the opinion of the Britiſh Government o. 
Bengal, a dependant on the Eaſt India Company, as in trut! 
and in fact he ſubſtantially was; and the Engliſh name and ch 
racter were reputed to be, and were concerned in every act of hi 
government, and the influence and power of the Governor Ge 
neral and Council of Fort William were immediately or me- 
diately ſufficient to all acts of authority within the ſaid province 
of Oude, and its dependencies, and were, in fact, both med 
ately and immediately employed for the ſame; and the Go 
vernor General and Council were bound by their duty, and 9 
the regard which they ought to have had to the honour of the 
Englith name, to provide for the good order and proſperity d 
the provinces, from whence this nation did derive eminent ad- 
vantages, and to take proper meaſures that the troops kept up # 
aforeſaid ſhould not, by their exceſſive. number, their ill comps 
ſition, their ill diſtribution, their ill diſcipline, or their ill œro- 
nomy, become a grievance to the country they were intended to 
protect; and it was the bounden duty of the ſaid Governor Ge— 
neral and Council to take care that the eaſe, ſecurity, and ho- 


Nour of the Prince and his family ſhould be conſulted and pro- 


vided for; and it was contrary to the clear duty of the ſaid Go 
vernor General and Council, and of any or all of them, in amm: 
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wiſe to countenance or ſuffer, much more to authorize and 


direct, any acts of oppreſſion or peculation within the faid Pro- 


Yinces : 
And whereas the ſaid province of Oude was, at the beginning 
of the Britiſh interference therein, in a flouriſhing condition 
with regard to culture, commerce, and population, and the ter- 
xitories added to that province by the Britiſh power were parti- 
cularly and eminently diſtinguiſhed for their high cultivation, 
and their conſequent opulence; and the ſaid Company's Go- 
vernment was particularly bound to the protection and good 
government of countries which by them were taken from their 
riginal rulers, and given over to the charge cf another authority 
1 on the ſaid Company: But the ſaid countries did, 
from the time in which they ought to have profited by the ſaid 
protection, moſt rapidly decline, and did fall into a moſt mi- 
ferable ſtate of decay, indigence, waſte, and depopulation : And 
this ill ſtate of things was, in a great meaſure, owing to the 
criminal acts and criminal neglects of Warren Haſtings Eſquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal, and his agents—for he the 
faid Warren Haſtings, entertaining baſe and corrupt views of 
profit to himſelf, and to the evil inſtruments of his power, from 
the wealth of thoſe provinces, from the good adminiſtration of 
which he ought to have looked for honour to himſelf and to his 
Country, did, upon receiving a repreſentation in writing from 
the then Britiſh Reſident John Briſtow Eſquire, dated twenty- 
ſecond January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, 
concerning the diſordered ftate of the ſaid provinces, arifing 
From the neglects of the Nabob V izier, the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah, 
and the exceſſive power and miſmanagement of his favourites, 
erſons of no worth, and known tv the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and by him often declared to be of that deſciiption; in which 
xepreſentation the ſaid Briſtow declared that the only remedy foc 
the ſaid diſorders was to be found in the affiitance and protec=- 


tion of the Engliſh; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of 


affording the ſaid aſſiſtance and protection, and ſupporting and 
encouraging the ſaid Briſtow in making ſuch true and judicious 


-Teprcſentations as might lead to a uſeful and effectual retorm of 


the ſaid abuſes, and inſtead of inſtructing and authorizing him 
the ſaid Briſtow to take fit meaſures for preventing the growth 
of the ſaid abuſes, and thereby preſerving the ſaid country from 
impending ruin, did, maliciouſly and againſt his duty, diſcoun- 


tenance the ſaid Briſtow, by removing him, ſoon after he had 


Na 
and without any 
did wilfully negle& to take any effectual meaſures for the re- 
adteſs of the grievances of the faid provinces, or rectifying the 


ade the ſaid repreſentation, from his office of Reſydent a fore- 
id, contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Court of Directors, 
complaint; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


abuſes 
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abuſes ſubſiſting therein; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
contempt of the ſaid lawful authority, did inſiſt that the Com. 
pany's Reſident at Oude was a repreſentative character, and 
ought to be of his own nomination and not of theirs, and that 
he ought to have, and would have, in that office a perſon of 
his own choice, and in whom he could} place confidence, or 
to that effect. And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accord. 
ingly appoint to the ſaid office a creature of his own, namely, 
Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, being the more eſpecially a fi 
inſtrument for his evil purpoſes, as having on a former occa- 
ſion preferred the advantages which he might derive from the 
favour of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to his duty, and refuſed to 
deliver to the lawful authority of the Council General, from him 
requiring it, *his correſpondence with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
whilſt he the ſaid Middleton was Reſident in Oude, during 
the lifetime of the aforeſaid Nabob Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, 
but delivered the ſame privately to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to be by him deltroyed or ſuppreſſed, and the ſame hath been 
ſince ſuppreſſed or deſtroyed ; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did ſend the ſaid Middleton into Oude, in the character and ca- 
pacity of Reſident and Collector of the Company's aſſignments 
in that province ; but no effeQual proviſion was made in this 
new appointment, or in conſequence thereof, to relieve the 
diſtreſſes of the country, or to check the diſorders in its govern- 
ment, which diſtreſſes and diſorders were daily increaſing : 
And whereas the ſaid Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah did, 
in or about the month of November, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy- nine, repreſent in writing to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings the declining ſtate of his country, and the extrem: 
diſtreſs of his Court, dependants, and family, in ſtrong and 
moving terms, and did therein detail ſeveral affecting paiticu- 
lars of the ſaid diſtreſs, as by reference to the ſaid repreſentation 
will appear; and the ſaid repreſentation the Reſident at Oude 
did declare to be true; and the truth thereof the ſaid Warren 


_ Haſtings did not at the time attempt to controvert, and he 


hath ſince directly admitted that the ſaid repreſentation was 
founded in truth; yet, notwithſtanding the repreſentation, at: 
teſtation, and admiſſion aforeſaid, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
maliciouſly and corruptly intending and contriving to opprel 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah, bis family and hi 
country, for his own evil purpoſes, and that he might, by en- 
creafing diſorder in the Government of Oude, drive the faid 
Aſoph ul Dowlah to the neceſſity of purchaſing his mercy and 
forbearance, did, poſitively, and in a moſt inſolent and offen- 
ſive manner, in his minutes of the thirteenth and fifteenth ol. 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeyenty-nine, refuſę 
to afford to the ſaid Nabob Vizier the relief by him humbly and 
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eitneſily ſolicited, or any the ſmalleſt part or portion thereof ; and 


though he did attribute the diſtreſſes of the country, which diſabled 
the Vizier, the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah, from maintaining the eſta— 
bliſhments by him complained of, to the vices of the ſaid Vizier's 
own character, which had influenced his Government, yet he the 
faid Warren Haſtings did neither purſue any effectual meaſure 
whatever, for correcting the vices of the ſaid Nabob's Govern- 
ment, nor for enabling him, by a better ceconomy, to ſupport 
the burthen which he thus, againſt his will, continued upon 
this degraded Prince, and the undone inhabitants of his country; 
notwithſtanding that the authority and influence of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings was full as competent in right, and as juſtifiable at 
the leaſt in practice, to protect the country of Oude from waſte and 
oppreſſion, as to load it with the burthen of military eſtabliſh- 
ments authorized by no treaty, ſtipulation, or agreement, and 
kept up againſt the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of its Prince : And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, falſely pretenJing that the danger of 
the Company's affairs, and their inability to charge themſelves 
with forces, which he did aſſert to be neceſſaty, did oblige and 
compel the ſaid Nabob Vizier to keep up the ſame; when he 
did at another time, and after he had received bribes from the 
faid Nabob Vizier and his Miniſters, (that is to ſay) in his letter 
to Edward Wheler Eſquire, dated the twenty-ninth of Novem- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and at ſundry 
other times ſince, declare, that the keeping up the eſtabliſh- 
ments aforeſaid was ruinous to the country of Oude; an in- 
ury, not an advantage ; a burthen, and not a reſource, to the 
ompany's revenues; and that the reduction and diſbanding of the 
fame would be an inſtant relief to our pecuniary diſtreſſes, or to 
that effect. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to prevent any fur- 
ther remonſtrances concerning the grievances, which he was 
bound to hear, and which he was able, and ought to have been 


Willing, to redreſs, did, for his ſaid corrupt, oppreſſive, and ty- 


Fannical purpoſes, on the records of the ſaid Company, declare, 
Wat the ſaid remonftrances, and the ſeaſon they were made in, 
Wd give cauſe for the moſt alarming ſuſpicions z and he the 
Warren Haſtings did ſtizmatize as incendiaries, and did 
MPreaten that he would, as far as his influence could produce 
Wat effect, bring to puniſhment thoſe who adviſed ſuch re- 


Wereby not only refuſing to relieve the diſtreſſes of the country, 

t endeavouring even to prevent complaint from being brought 

1 oo ears of the Council at Bengal, or to the Court of Directors 
home. 


That, notwithſtanding the menaces aforeſaid, farther remon- 


Mances, on the part of the {aid Nabob of Oude, were made to 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the {ame purpoſe, and rejected as th, 
former; namely, on the twenty- fourth of February, one thouſan 
ſeven hundred and eighty, as alſo on the fifteenth of May in the 
ſame year, and no relief was given, or attempted to be given, by hin 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the ſaid ſubject, in any meaſure, nor in 
any manner whatever. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did continue 
the ſaid grievances until (according to his own opinion, given in 
writing, on the records of the Council books) he had little reaſor 
to be ſanguine in his expectation, that even his own endeavour; 
would be attended with much ſucceſs, in reſtoring the ſaid 
country to its ancient condition, in any time he could ſpare 
for the purpoſe, or to that effect; confeſſing thereby the effec; 
of his criminal refuſal to afford a timely relief to the diſtreſle; 


of Oude, which had been ſo frequently and ſo urgently te. 
preſented to him, 


ARTICLE NINTH. 


'T HAT a year, or thereabouts, after the laſt public remon- 

ſtrance, and after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had attributed 
the ſufferings of Oude to the Nabob's own nature and character, 
and branded the repreſenters of the grievances of Oude as incen- 
diaries, and as perſons fit to be brought to puniſhment, and their 
requeſts at that ſeaſon as giving cauſe to the moſt. alarming ſuſ- 
picions, as aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having driven 
the parties complaining to ſuch diſtreſs as he thought might oblige 
them to offer bribes to him for their ranſom, did ſuddenly and 
corruptly alter his language, although there was then no dif- 
ference in the ſituation of affairs, with regard to foreign wars 
or enemies, from that in which they ſtood when he had re- 
fuſed all relief to the Vizier in the peremptory and offenſive 
manner aforeſaid ; and he did, in his minute of the tweniy-firſt 
of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, himſelf 
repreſent the province of Oude as fallen into great diſorder and 
confuſion; and that its reſources were in an extraordinary de- 
gree diminiſhed ; and did thereon propoſe in Council, himſelf 
and Mr. Wheler being at that time the only members, a de- 
legation to himſelf, containing new, dangerous, and exorbitant 
powers, relative to the regulation of the affairs of the ſaid Nabob 
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of Oude, with ſuch authority to enforce the ſame as the Governor 


* General and Council might or could exerciſe on occaſions in 


which they would be warranted to exerciſe the ſame by the claims 


which the ſaid Company hold, or may have, on the dominions 
of the ſaid Nabob; and the ſaid commiſſion did allo give to the 
aid Warren Haſtings exorbitant general powers with regard 10 
the making of treaties, and war and peace, and did declare that 


all ſuch acts, and all ſuch engagements or treaties made as 


aforeſaid, ſhould be binding on the Governor General and 
Council, in the ſame manner, and as effectually, as if they had 
3 paſſed and done by the ſpecial and immediate concurrence 


and actual ſanction of the Governor General and Council in 


Council aſſembled. 
I bat the ſaid commiſſion given as aforeſaid by the ſaid Warren 
aſtings to himſelf, was deſtructive to the conſtitution of the ſaid 
Council, contrary to the ſtanding orders of the ſaid Eaft India 
Company, and to the act of the thirteenth of his preſent Majeſty, 
intituled, „ An Act for eſtabliſhing certain reguJations for the 
better management of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, 
„% as well in India as in Europe.” And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did himſelf conceive and underſtand, that the ſaid com- 
milſon was illegal, he having in his minute of the third of July, 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, declared his cpinion 


that the whole power of the government, on his departure, 
would legally veſt in his ſole colleague, Edward Wheler 
L. quire; and yet he did, in che ſame paper or minute, attempt 


to divide the pcwers which the ſaid Wheler poſſeſſed by the 


> lawful agreement for a partition of the power between him the 


| lega! conſtitution of the Board, and to limit them to thoſe not 


given, by the aforeſaid illegal commiſhon, to him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and that to make an unwarrantable and un- 


ſeid Warren Haſtings, and his ſaid colleague, which had been by 
Act of Parliament colleCtively and integrally given to the ſaid 


% 
# 


> Governor General and Council in Council duly aſſembled; but 
the iaid Warren Haſtings, foreſeeing that one or the other of 


£ 
* 


© theſe divided authorities muſt be illegal, and the ſaid Wheler, 
not knowing with certainty whether, in the iſſue, that dele- 
gated to him might not be found infufficient, be, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, in order to fatisfy the ſaid Wheler, did con- 
trive and deviſe an illegal remedy for any acts which the ſaid 
& Wh+ler might illegally perform, on the ſuppoſition of the in- 


* validity 


of his authority, the ſame having been before, in its 


3 moſt eſſential parts, wholly delegated, in effect, to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by engaging in a written inſtrument under 
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his ſignature, that, ſo far as his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 


ſanction ſhould be, or ſhould be deemed neceſſary, he the ſaid 
Whelex ſhould receive that ſanction to all his meaſures, or to 
| that 


1 590 3 
that effect, though he the ſaid Warren Haſtings neither did nor 
could know what thoſe meaſures might be, 

And it does not appear that there was any juſtifiable or even 
colourable act done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his nego- 
ciations with the Vizier, in virtue of the aforeſaid illegal com. 
miſhon, which might not have been at leaſt equally well done, and 
with leſs queſtion as to its validity, by the Britiſh Reſident at the 
Court of Oude, or any other perſon deputed legally by him; 
by which unwarrantable aſſumption of unconſtitutional and irre- 
gular power, wholly foreign to his ordinary duty, and wholly 
unneceflary for any good or legitimate purpoſe, and his attempt- 
ing to enforce and cover the ſame by ſo many intricate and 
ſubtle devices, he did diſcredit the office of C3overnor General, 
and the Britiſh Government, in the eyes of the natives of India, 
and in thoſe of the Company's ſervants, by furniſhing a ſtrong 
ground for ſuſpicion, that he did proceed in propoſing and ac- 
cepting this delegation upon motives as corrupt and criminal as 
his commiſſion was illegal. 

And the (aid Warren Haſtings did proceed to meet the Vizier 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, in conſequence of the ſaid illegal commiſſion, 
at a great and unneceſſary charge to the Eaſt India Company, 
and did ſcandalouſly and corruptly take an unlawful gift or bribe 
from the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah and his Miniſters, to the 
amount of one hundred thouſand pounds, or ſome other great 
ſum of money; and did on the nineteenth of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, at a place called 
Chunar, enter into a treaty or agreement commonly called the 
Treaty of Chunar, in which he did conſent to certain propo- 
fitions, which, previous to the ſaid treaty, he had always re- 
fuſed, namely, either to the reduQion of certain large bodies of 
troops in the pay of the Nabob Vizier, or to the charging the 
expences of them, or ſome of them, on the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and withdrawing them from the dominions of the Nabob 
of Oude; which ſtipulation or treaty, if not agreeable to the 
true intereſt of the Eaſt India Company, he was and is culpable 
for having made; but if the ſame was a treaty fit to be made, 
the ſame ought to have been by him faithfully kept and obſerved, | 
Notwithſtanding which his treaty and agreement he did, a very 
ſhort time after making the ſame, perfidiouſly, and to the diſho- 
nour of this nation, violate his own and the public faith in 

utting the troops aforeſaid, or ſome of them, or other troops 
equally burthenſome, on the eſtabliſhment of Oude, at a great 
charge to the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowla, and contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of the ſaid treaty, and contrary to the 
will and inclination of the ſaid Vizier, who, being in entire ſub- _ 
jection to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was obliged at length to 
conſent, or rather to ſubmit, to whatever he ſhould direct. 3 | 
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And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings did engage, by the 
grſt article of the ſaid treaty, wholly to exonerate the faid 


Vir ier from the charge of all Engliſh gentlemen in a civil or 


military capacity (with certain exceptions in the article made), 
who received penſions or allowances from the revenues of Oude, 
admitting the ſame to be an intolerable burthen on the Vizier z 
yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having no regard to the faith 
of his engagements entered into by him on the part of the Eaſt 
India Company, but ſolely intent on the purſuit of his own cor- 
rap: purpoſes, did at ſeveral times impoſe a-new, or did ſuffer ta 


continue ſundry penſions and allowances, over and above thoſe 


ſpecially provided in the ſaid article, to the amount of one 
hundred and forty thouſand pounds ſterling by the year, or ſome 
other great ſum, the ſaid Warren Haſtings deceitfully pretending 
that he was unapprized of the exiſtence of the ſame, until by the 
recriminatory accuſations of Mr. John Briſtow and Mr. William 
Cowper he did confeſs himſelf compelled to acknowledge his 
having authorized certain penſions, which he had thus perhidioully 
and oppreſſively impoſed, and which were an unſupportable charge 
on the revenue of Oude. 
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AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the ſecond article 
of the aforeſaid treaty of Chunar, did agree to permit the 
Nabob of Oude to reſume ſuch landed eſtates, called jaghires, as 


to him the ſaid Nabob might appear to be neceſſary ; yet be the 


id Warren Haſtings did afterwards take away the uſe of the 


| Gilcretion reſerved to the Nabob in this important point, relating 


Dlely to his own internal authority and juriſdiftion, and to the 


Potection which he owed to his ſubjects, and did violently com- 


| the ſaid Nabob to an univerſal confiſcation of the ſaid jaghires 
landed eſtates; and the Nabob did zccordingly, by and under 
de compulſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, univerſally confiſ- 
pte all eſtates of that deſcription, in breach of his the Nabob's 
ith; who having been driven, by the demands of the Com- 


ny, during the reſidency of Mr, Purling, to make a temporary 
iure of the profits of the lands aforeſaid, did then give his bonds 
ad obligations for the repayment thereof, and did add his ſolemn 


A 4 aſſurance, 


1 


aſſurance, that he would never again reſort to the like oppreſſive 


meaſure, 

That in the number of perſons ſo diſpoſſeſſed of their eſtates by 
ſuch confiſcation, were comprehended the neareſt relations of the 
Nabob himſelf, and the ancient friends and dependants of his 
family; and the annual value of the ſaid eſtates amounted to four 
hundred and thirty-fhve thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
large ſum of money, according to an old valuation; but they 
were in reality found to yield conſiderably more: And the ſaid 
perſons thus violently ſtripped of their property (many of them of 
high birth and quality, and the greateſt part having no other 
maintenance), were reduced to ſuch extreme diſtreſs, as to be 
obliged to ſubſiſt on the ſale of their moveables or on alms: And 
the confiſcated lands being put on rack rents, the people, inha- 
bitants thereof, were grievouſly oppreſſed ; and univerſal diſcon- 
tent, and the greateſt confuſion, did enſue throughout the whole 
country, long agitated and waſted, and in which much blood 
was ſhed; and, in particular, the commotions excited by the 
Rajah Bulbudder Sing did wholly ariſe from the aforeſaid arbi- 
trary, and unjuſt, and perfidious meaſure, 

That the Nabob Vizier did frequently petition the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to be permitted to reſtore the ſaid jaghires to their 
original proprietors, but for a long time without effect; and 
when he was at length permitted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to reſtore ceitain of them, it was but in an imperfect and ſcanty 
meaſure, 


ARTICLE ELEVENTH. 


THAT by a certain article in the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, 
it was in effect and ſubſtance provided, that the Nabob 
Vizier ſhould ſubmit to intruſt the management of his revenue 
and treaſury to a certain Miniſter of his, or one appearing as a 
Miniſter of his the ſaid Nabob's, called Hyder Beg Khan, who 
was withdrawn from the controul of his maſter the ſaid Nabob, 
and placed under the controul of, and obliged to act with, the 
participation of the Britiſh Reſident; and that, in ſundry other 
acts of his government, the ſaid Nabob was bound, by the ſaid 
article in the ſaid treaty, to act with the concurrence of a Britiſh 
f . Reſident, 
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yl Reſident, without any expreſſed participation of the Miniſter 


and the ſaid article of the treaty aforeſaid, worded in looſe and 


* ambiguous terms, was ſo intended by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


and in that light, or to that effect, it was by him repreſented in 
a letter by him written to Edward Wheler Eſquire; in which 
letter he did alſo repreſent the Britiſh interference or participation 


as an arrangement of affairs which would prove of greater benefit 


to the Vizier than to the Britiſh Government: But the ſaid 


Vizier Aſoph ol Dowlah, conſidering the ſame as a virtual fur- 
render of his whole authority either to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
or to the Britiſh Reſident, or in ſome caſes to both, did for a 
conſiderable time withhold his aflent from the ſaid agreement, 
and declined to put his ſeal to the ſame, until the ſaid Nathaniel 
Middleton, the Company's Reſident at his Court, being then, 
as well as the ſaid Naboh Vizier, in the ſame room with, and 
in the preſence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did aſſure the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier, in order to engage him to affix his ſeal to the 
ſaid treaty, that the faid article thereof was never intended to be 
put into execution, but that the ſaid Warren Haltings was de- 
firous of having ſomething to ſhew to the Eaſt India Company, 
as a compenſation for the conceſſions in the faid treaty made to 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier, or words or expreſſions to that or an 
equivalent effect; and the ſaid Nabob, under the faith of ſuch 
the aſſurances given by the ſaid Middleton, in the preſence of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did then execute the ſaid treaty, by 
aAHxing his ſeal thereto: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, 
in order to give colour to the perfidious acts which be then medi- 
tated, did, notwithſtanding the ſaid aſſurance given by his own 
Reſident, in his own preſence, four days after the execution of 
the ſaid treaty, that is, on the twenty third of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, faithleſsly and fraudu- 
lently write a letter of inſtructions to that very Nathaniel Mid- 
dicton who had given the verbal aſſurance aforeiaid, — 
him ſubſtantially to carry into effect the faid article in its utmo 

rigour and the largeſt latitude of conſtruction, throughout every 
department of the Vizier's government, charging him with a 
dreadful reſponſibility, if he neglected to carry the ſame into 
execution according to the ſaid inſtructions, and the powers and 
authorities ordered to be exerciſed in the ſaid inſtructions, in and 
by virtue of the article of the treaty which the ſaid Middleton had 
aſſured the Vizier was not to be carried into execution; and 
powers were in ſundry inſtances, in conſequence of, and in obe- 
dience to, ſuch order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, effeQually 
exerciſed by the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; and the ſaid mode 
of conducting a treaty, and the ſubſequent acting thereon, were 
full of fraud and duplicity, unworthy, baſe, and treacherous, 


and had a tendency to bring the Britiſh faith and name into diſ- 
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repute, and to fill the country powers, dependent and inde- the 


pendent, with a fixed diſtruſt of all treaties and engagements qui 
entered into with the Britiſh nation: And the ſaid Warren req 
Haſtings, with an intent to cover the true nature of the tranſae. the 
tion aforeſaid at Chunar from the Court of Directors, did deſttoyr 2 * 
or wiltully conceal and withhold from the ſaid Court, and doth _ ©" 
{till wilfully conceal and withhold, or cauſe to be withheld, | the 
from the ſaid Court, the original papers and documents by him the 
referred to in his correſpondence, and on the matter of which _ 
the ſaid treaty was made, as alſo the original treaty itſelf, con- the 
trary to law, and to his duty. ob 
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AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opinion, or te 
did pretend to be of opinion, that the appointment of Bri- 
tiſh officers to command the ſaid Nahob of Oude's troops, was 


a moit pernicious meaſure to the ſervice in general; yet he, the ſtin 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his own opinion Ost 
and judgment, did not only take a principal part in the original aut 
eſtabliſhment of that arrangement, but did propoſe to place mlt 
ſundry large eſtabliſhments of troops in the Nabob's ſervice and © | 
pay, under Britiſh officers, who were not to be ſubje& to the  *P 
orders of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, or to the fame military 80 
juriſdiction, or diſpoſition and diſcipline, to which the ſaid Com- am 
pany's troops were ſubject. but were wholly ſeparated from the 4 chit 
ſame; and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of re- _ 
commendation, did appoint Major, afterwards Lieutenant Colo- | gs (ain 
nel Alexander Hannay, to the command of the ſaid corps, and ö 2 
did appoint Captain Balfour and Captain Lumſdaine to command ſaid 
in the ſaid battalions under the ſaid Major Hannay ; but did, had 
contrary to his duty and his conſcience, and his own opinion of Cor 
what was conducive to the good of the ſervice, on the ſuggeſtion the 
of Major Oſborne, an officer in the ſervice of the Eaſt India hun 
Company, propoſe, through the Reſident Middleton, to the and 
Nabob Vizier, to eſtabliſh in his pay and ſervice a body or bat- Cut) 
talion of troops, under the command of the officer aforeſaid ; but the 
the ſaid Nabob, on the propoſition being made to him, did for ſery 
ſome time decline giving any anſwer, but did at length totally ae 
© orig 


reject the ſaid plan or propoſal, and the ſaid Major Oſborne did 2 
thereon 


* 1 


q 
M4 


2 thereon repeat his requeſt to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, re- 
3 quiring in effect a new and more authoritative and peremptory 
* requiſition on the ſubject; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againſt 
the remonſtrances of two of his colleagues, {ating the hardſhip 
to the Vizier in forcing the ſaid battalion on the ſaid Vizier, 
contrary to his declared pleaſure, did, by his caſting vote, carry 
the ſame; and accordingly a letter was written in the name of 
the Board to the Reſident, to renew the demand in ſu:h a man— 
ner as to render the ſame effectual; and one to the Vizier, to 
the ſame or a like effect; and the faid Vizier was reluctantly 
| obliged to ſubmit to this iniquitous, and uncolouted, and opprel- 
five demand, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well informed, that when 
the expence of the Company's temporary brigade did, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy nine, encreaſe in the 
ſum of eighty thouſand pounds ſterling, above the eſtabliſhed 
eſtimate, and that the charge of the aforeſaid corps of the 

Nabob's own troops under Britiſh officers, were in that year 

increaſed in the enormous ſum of forty thouſand pounds above 
the eſtimate, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully and crimi- 

nally neglect to make any enquiry how the increaſe did ariſe, or 
to purſue any meaſure for the prevention of the growth of the 
ſaid ſhameful expence in future. 

That though complaints were made to the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings concerning the conduct of the corps under the ſaid Major 
Oſborne, which had been raiſed by the influence and under the 
authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, accuſing them of com- 
- mitting divers depredations on the country they were appointed 
to protect; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully and cor- 
- ruptly decline to make any enquiry into the grounds of the ſaid 
complaints, or to call the ſaid Major Oſborne to account for the 
lame, but did endeavour, aſter the complaint made of the miſ- 
chief done by the former, to appoint another corps for the ſame, 
or a ſimilar ſervice, and on the ſame footing, in favour or Cap» 
tain Clarke, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the ſeveral corps afore- 
> faid had, according to agreement, been diſbanded, and after he 
had made an agreement to withdraw certain large bodies of the 
> Company's regular troops from the pay and the dominions of 
the Vizier, he did, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 
> hundred and eighty-four, in order to elude the ſaid agreement, 
and to re-eſtabliſh troops of that deſcription, in breach of his 
duty, and in contradiction of his own repeated declarations of 
= the miſchiefs incident to troops under European officers, in the 
2X ſervice of the Nabob of Oude, and notwithſtanding his expe- 
rience of the ill effects which had adtually been produced by the 
= original eſtabliſhment of ſuch troops, did cauſe a battalion of 
* K 2 ſoldiers 
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ſoldiers under Britiſh officers, commanded by Captain Polhill, | 


to be put upon the ettabliſhment of the Vizier, and great diſor- 
ders and mutinies in the ſaid corps did enſue; nor was a remedy 
found for the ſame, until the ſaid battalion was broke, and en- 
ticely diſbanded, | 


ARTICLE THIRTEENTH, 


ANP whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well aware that = 


the orders of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, which he was bound ſubſtantially, and with good faith, to 


obey, did ſtrictly forbid that any military officers in their ſervice | 
ſhould hold any office or ſhare in the collection of revenue, within 
the provinces under their juriſdiction: And the ſaid order was 


wiſely and providently made, as well for the benefit of the reve- 


nue as for preſervation of diſcipline in the ſaid officers, and for 


ſecurity of the natives from oppreſſion : 
And whereas the dominions and territories of the ſaid Nabob of 


Oude were under the protection of the Eaſt India Company, and 
in a ſtate of real dependence on the ſaid Company, or of thoſe |: 


who exerciſed their authority ; 
And whereas the ſaid Company had a valuable intereſt in the 


provinces immediately under their juriſdiction, and which intereſt 


and property the ſaid Warren Haſtings was in duty bound to at- N 


tend to, and was bound alſo religiouſly to abſtain from any act 


which had a tendency to the prejudice thereof; yet he the ſaid | 


Warten Haſtings, intending to procure exceſſive and unlawful |: | - 
ai 


profits to Alexander Hannay aforeſaid, and for that purpoſe, by 
ſubtlety, artifice, and fraud, to defeat the true intent and mean- 
ing of the Company's ſalutary orders, and to corrupt the diſci- 
Pline of the army in the dominions of their allies in the firſt in- 


ſtance, and ultimately in their own, not content with having 
as aforeſaid, againſt his own conſcience, judgment, and opinion, 
by his influence and power eſtabliſhed the corps under the ſaid 7 
Hannay in the ſaid Nabob Vizier's ſervice, did alſo ſoon after or 
about the time of the ſaid appointment of the ſaid Hannay, or at 
ſome other time while the faid Hannay did hold and exerciſe the 
faid military command, by the ſame his overbearing power and 
influence, recommend him the ſaid Hannay to the general farms, 
or collection of revenue of two great provinces in the an 3 
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ot the ſaid Nabob of Oude, called Baraitch and Gorucpore, and 
$i procure him to be appointed thereto ; which laſt- mentioned 
appointment, according to the evil cuſtoms which prevailed for 
Jome time in that country, and did then prevail, did alſo com— 
prehend, or was complicated with, ſeveral arbitrary, unlawful, 
and miſchievous powers and authorities, unfit, to be held or exer- 
ciled by any perſon, much lefs by a Britiſh ſubject and ſervant of 
the ſaid Eaſt India Company, which did particularly expoſe 
military officers commanding therein to the temptation of lucte 
by peculation, and did ex poſe the people who were thus put un- 
der a foreigner, a perſon evidently protected by a power ſtronger 
than the native Government of the country, to opprethon, with- 
out other controul than what might ariſe from the mere perſonal 
diſpoſition of the ſaid foreign farmer general and military com— 
mander. 

And the ſaid Hannay having made an ill uſe of the united 
exorbitant powers aforeiaid, in the heavy oppreſhon of the in- 
habitants of the ſaid provinces of Baraitch and Gorucpore ; and 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier, on complaint thereof, having removed 

the ſaid Hannay from his ſaid office of farmer and collector of 
revenue, was with much reluctance, and notwithſtanding many 
bitter complaints by him made, obliged, through the influence 
and power of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, again to reſtore him the 
ſaid Hannay to the occupation and authority from which, for his 
ſaid miſconduct, he had been removed: And the ſaid Warren 
' Haſtings, inſtead of taking any meaſures to check or control in 
future the exorbitant and abuſed power of the ſaid Hannay, whom 
he had thus forcibly obtruded a ſecond time into the manage» 
ment of the ſaid Nabob's revenues, did, on the twenty-ſixth of 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, write a letter to 
| the ſaid Nabob, expreſſing his ſatisfaction at his reſtoration of 
the ſaid Hannay to the employment to which he the faid Warren 
Haſtings had originally recommended him, and that he conſidered 
the ſame as an attention to that recommendation ; telling the 
{aid Nabob, in an inſolent and overbearing manner, that it was 
not his intention to force or even to influence his choice (after 
ba had in fact not only influenced but forced his choice), but that 

if he did employ the ſaid Hannay, he the ſaid Nabob ſhould con- 
vince him the ſaid Hannay, as well as the immediate rulers of 
the country which he was to ſuperintend, and above all, the 
people about his the ſaid Nabob's perſon and court, that he 
> placed an implicit confidence in his the ſaid Hannay's zeal for 
his ſervice; with ſeveral other expreſſions and ſuggeſtions in the 
ſaid letter contained (as by the ſaid letter, reference thereto being 
had, will more fully appear) ſtrongly diſcouraging the complaints 
of thoſe who alone could make any complaints with effect, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings not having in any known manner en- 


quired 


: 
1 


1 


: 
quired into the truth and juſtice of former complaints, plainly by 6 
him implied in the ſaid letter to have been made; but, on the Laich 
contrary, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the ſaid letter, that 
accuſe perſons in the ſaid Nabob's Court of intereſted views and 


incendiary debgns, and did attempt, without any reaſon or ite: 
round, to take away all credit from their future repreſentations, 90" 
inſtead of making the courſe of complaint eaſy to the unhappy my 
perſons ſubjected to ſuch unlimited and arbitrary command, ex- | ws 
erciſed by a perſon recommended thereto by himſelf, as his ge- = 


neral duty, and his particular reſponſibility, in fuch a caſe bound "= 
him to do. g 


And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on or about the time 


that the ſaid Hannay was removed as aforgſaid from his farm, ot Haan 
other collection of revenue in the provinces of Baraitch and Go- > 
rucpore, that is, on or about the latter end of the year one thou- 8 
fand {even hundred and ſeventy-nine, did find the burthen of 55 
maintaining the detached corps under European officers, of which 5 
the ſaid Hannay's battalions compoſed a principal, if not the 5 
larger part; and the ſaid Nabob did ſigniſy, or cauſe to be figni- N 
tied, to the ſaid Warren Haſtin:s, that the ſaid detached bodies Na 
of troops, under their European officers, brought nothing but = 
confuſion into the affairs of his government, and were entire] 7 
their own maſters; praying that he might be relieved from the Fe 


burthen of thoſe, along with that of other troops in the memo- | 
rial or repreſentation mentioned, which the ſaid Warren Ha- Co 
ſtings did underſtand and declare to include ſpecially the corps 
under the ſaid Hannay, and thoſe under the faid Oſborne, and | 
certain other corps; he the ſaid Warten Haſtings did not only ©, 
diſregard the ſaid requeſt, to which he ought to have attended, 


but did declare the ſame to be totally inadmiſſible, though no _ 
part of the reaſons or pretences aſſigned by the ſaid Warren Ha- NG 
ſtings, either then or fince, for retuſing to free the ſaid Nabob th; 
from the burthen of troops in general, namely the apprehenſion * 
of foreign wars, and the inability of the Company to bear the at, 


expence of the corps to be reduced, did at all apply to the corps 
commanded by the ſaid Hannay, the ſaid corps having no con- is 
cern with foreign wars, but being ſolely employed in the col- 
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lections, and the ſaid corps, when it ſhould be diſcharged from w 
the ſaid Nabob's pay, not being to return on the Company's eſta- 
bliſhment, with which it had no connection: And the ſaid War- de 
ren Haſtings, in order to terrify the ſaid Nabob and his Mini- ,, 
ſters, as well as all other perſons, from all repreſentations on 2 ; 
ſubject ſo immediately affecting the ſaid Nabob's revenues, and ge 
the welfare of his ſubjects, did, in his minute of the thirteenth of f 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, move, de 
That the Reſident at Oude ſhould inform the ſaid Nabob, that 
the advice of his Miniſters, who had inſtigated him to make the ez 
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Naid repreſentation, appeared to him inſidious and dangerous, and 
that the Council hoped he would diſmiſs them from his ſervice 
and confidence, as unwoithy of both; and in a minute of the 
fifteenth cf the ſaid month, he did threaten to bring to puniſh— 
ment, as incendiaries, thoſe who adviſed the faid repreſentations 
and requeſts, and uſed therein other expreſſions, in ſubſtance and 
terms correſponding with the matter and expreſſions which he 
' uſed in his letter to the Nabob, of the twenty-eighth of April, 
one thouſand feven hundred and eighty; when, in conſequence 
of the menaces of the thirteenth of December, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-nine, or ſome other fuch menaces, the ſaid 
Nabob was compelled to reſtore the ſaid Hannay to the charge of 
certain provincial collections; and a letter to the Nabob, con- 
formably to the ſaid minutes, was ſoon after written and diſ- 
patched by the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the ſaid Warren Ha- 
| ſtings, when he kept up the ſaid Hannay's corps, in defiance of 
the Prince in whoſe immediate ſervice it was pretended to be, did 
not make, or cauſe to be made, any enquiry whatſoever, as it 
was his duty to do, into the confulton alledged by the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier to be brought into. his Government by thoſe or 
other corps of a {imilar deicription, or even into the fact by the 
| ſaid Nabob charged, of their being, contrary to their occaſional 
ſubjection, and contrary to all the rules of military diſcipline, 
their own maſters, although Philip Francis Eſquire, one of the 
Council, did, in a recorded minute of the tifteenth of December, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, declare it noto- 
rious that the troops aioreſaid had devoured the ſaid Nabob of 
Oude's revenues and his country, under colour of defending it, 
and that he was convinced the repreſentation of the Nabob, con- 
cerning the confuſion brought on his Government, and that the 
troops aforeſaid being their own maſters, was ſtrictly true, or to 
that effect; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thereby, con- 
trary to his duty, his conſcience, and his truit, wiltully connive 
at, countenance, and encourage the ſaid confuſions, and the 
laid deſtruction of military obedience, and thereby, and by other 
his acts before recited, did, with wicked and corrupt views, 
leave the ſaid countries of Baraitch and Crorucpore expoſed to all 
the united miſchiefs of a rapacious and oppreſſive revenue exaction, 
and a violent, diſorderly, and licentious military tyranny, both 
being excrciſed by or under the authority of the ſaid Hannay; 
and in conſequence thereof, the faid countiies of Baraitch and 
2 Gorucpore were, in a moſt cruel, outrageous, and ſavage man- 
ner, by the ſaid Hannay, ſupported and countenanced as afore— 
3 faid, and by thoſe acting under his the ſaid Hannay's authority, 

2 deſpoiled, waſted, and depopulated, 
That whereas, by reaſon of the miſgovernment and oppreſſion 
7 exerciſed in the collection of the land revenue in the provinces of 
Oude, 
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Oude, the Zemindars have been obliged to defend themſelves © 
againſt the collectors in fortified places; and the collectors afore. 


ſaid, in order to enforce the collection of the revenue, together 


with their unjuſt exactions, do often violently ſeize upon the in- 


nocent brother, ſon, or ſome near relation or dependant of the 
different Zemindars or Jandholders, and impriſon them as hoſt. 
ages in places of ſecurity, in a large diſtri, ſometimes to the 
number of ſevera] hundreds, whereby, and by other evil and 


oppreſſive practices, the inhabitants are oſten driven to rebel; 


and he the aforeſaid Hannay, carrying on the collection of the 
revenue in the aforeſaid oppreſſive manner, and taking the afore- 


faid cruel and unjuſt method of exacting the ſame, did retain in 


captivity, and impriſon, in one fort only, namely, that of 


Gorucpore, one hundred and fifteen of ſuch hoſtages as afore- 


faid, inhabitants of a diſtrict called Sarwar, or did retain in cap- 
tivity, or impriſon, upon ſome other pretence, or upon his mere 


arbitrary pleaſure, the number of one hundred and fifteen per- | 
ſons inhabitants of the ſaid diſtrict, and great diſcontents did 


therefrom ariſe; and on the fifteenth of the month of Rammazan 
(anſwering to the fifth of September, in the year one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and eighty-one), all the Zemindars, great and 


ſmall, and all the inhabitants of Gorucpore, to the number of 


many thouſands, and ſeveral others from the adjacent diſtricts, - 


being provoked at the crucl and unjuſt captivity of the ſaid 
hoſtages, or other inhabitants, did raiſe a general inſurrection, 


and did attack the fort of Gorucpore, in which a native ſubaltern 
officer, under the ſaid Rannay, called Allahd Sing, did com- 
mand, in order to releaſe the inhabitants impriſoned therein; 


and on pretence that during the ſaid attack a ſoldier had cried 


out that the hoſtages or inhabitants aforeſaid had began an attack 
upon him the ſaid officer, although the ſaid captives were un- 
armed, did give inſtant orders to put them all to the ſword, 
which violent and barbarous order the ſaid ſoldier did ſet himſelf 
to obey, and did actually itrike off the heads of eighteen of the 
ſaid captive inhabitants, and threw them over the walls of the 7 
fort, having alſo wounded ſeveral others; and, a few days after 
a victory had been obtained over the people making the inſurrec- 7 
tion as aforeſaid, the ſeid Hannay, inſtead of any enquiry into 
the neceſſity of the barbarous act aforeſaid, committed by an 
officer under his command, or endeavouring by lenient meaſures 7 
to reconcile the perſons whoſe friends had been thus ſlaughtered, 7 
he did in cold blood ſend a written order to Munnawar Khan, an- 
other officer, or other perſon under him, giving directions con- 
cerning a certain perſon of great rank, eminence, and conſider- 
ation in the country, called the Rajah Muſtapha Khan, pur- 
porting, that if the ſaid Rajah Muftapha Khan had been put to 
death, it was well—if not, to ſtrike off his head, or words or 
I 5 directions 


2 4 1 
regions to that effect. And the ſaid Munnawar Khan, ſhocked 


7A ar the ſaid inhuman and wicked order, did decline @bedience 
F Shereto, and did ſhew the ſame to the very officer who before | 
1 committed the terrible ſlaughter aforeſaid; yet the ſaid officer, 

; who appears to have been of a ſavage and bloody diſpoſition, did | 


"however recoil from the execution of the ſaid order, and declared 
that he would write to the Colonel, meaning the ſaid Hannay, 
F on the ſubject, as the order was not expreſoly directed to him, or 
uſed expreſſions to that effect. And the ſaid order did remain 
without execution till the arrival of Captain David Williams ar 
'Gorucpore, when the ſaid David Williams, or ſome other Engliſh 
officer, did, in execution of the ſaid bloody and arbitrary order, 
without any form of proceſs, and in cold blood, direct and cauſe 
to be put to death the ſaid Rajah Muſtapha Than, and cauſed 
'proclamation to be made through the town of Gorucpore, that 
"thoſe who had been guilty of the ſame offences thould be liable 
to the ſame puniſhment, or to that effect. And the ſaid cruel 
and atrocious murder, perpetrated on a perſon of high rank, did 
-— © exceedingly exaſperate all perſons of all ranks in the ſaid coun— 
try, and did tend to inflame the tumults and diforders which then 
began to prevail in the ſaid province, and to extend the fame ta 
all parts thereof, And in conſequence of the ſaid tumults, and 
the diſcontents which ſpread alſo amongſt his own (the ſaid 
: Hannay's) troops, three battalions, or a great part thereof, did 
mutiny and deſert, and he was in a ſhametul manner obliged to 
: abandon the country; which was ſoon after recovered by Major 
2 Naylor with one battalion only. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
although accounts of the proceedings aforeſaid were brought to 
his knowledge, did not cauſe any enquiry whatſoever to be made 
into the conduct of the aid Hannay, as it was his duty to do, 
relative to any one of the particulars above recited, or to the 
complaints which were made by the mother and grandmother of 
the ſaid Nabob of Oude,“ concerning the miſbehaviour of the 
7 ſaid Hannay, and of Captain Gordon, an officer acting under 
I 4 him, ia the diſtricts of Baraitch and Gorucpore, but did after— 
4 wards, and after all the calamities aforeſaid had befallen the 
2 country, and the battalions under the command of the ſaid 
2 Hannay; and although by the ſaid treaty of Chunar the ſaid 
2 battalions under the faid Hannay had been agreed to be reformed 
and ſoppreſſed; z and that although he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was in his own conſcience perſuaded, and did inform the Court 
> of Directors, that in the removal of the Company's ſervants, 
27 civil and military, he was actuated by motives of juſtice to the 
aid Vizier, and a regatd to the honour of the national charac- | 
ter; and although he alſo knew and declared, that the remote | 
tations of thoſe ti oops, placing the commanding officers and the 
troops in Oude beyond the notice and control of-the Board | 
L (meaning F 
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and temptation for unwarrantable emolument, and had excited 


the contagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole 
army, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſo far abet, countenance, 


and encourage the ſaid Hannay, that though he himſelf knew, 


and it was generally known, that the ſaid Hannay had again the 


preſumption to appiy to the ſaid Vizier for the farm of Baraitch 


and Gorucpore, he did not in any way diſcourage ſuch applica- | 
tion; whereby, and from his general known ſupport and coun. | 


tenance to the ſaid Hannay, a report did prevail, and did gain 
entire credit in the ſaid Vizier's Court (the ſaid Vizier having at 
that time a public miniſter at Calcutta, who had very conſtant 


Intercourſe with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and was likely to 


obtain the beſt intelligence of his deſigns), that the ſaid Warten 
Haſtings was again preparing to ſend the ſaid Hannay into Oude, 
in order to obtain again either the farm aforeſaid, or the farm of 


the diſtricts then rented by Almas Ali Khan, and Khojah Arin 
ul Dien Khan, or of ſome other great diſtricts in the ſaid Vizier's | 


dominions, The faid Vizier was fo alarmed by the ſaid prevail- 
ing report and opinion, or by intelligence received by him from 
his miniſter at Calcutta to that effect, that he wrote a letter to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, acquainting him of the information 


he had received, namely, that the ſaid Hannay would defire his 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings's permiſſion to be employed in that 
quarter, meaning his the ſaid Vizier's dominions ; and he the 


ſaid Vizier was ſo violently agitated, and ftruck with ſuch ex- 


treme horror, with the apprehenſion of the return of the ſaid 
Hannay into his dominions, that in his ſaid letter he ſwore, 
according to his religion, by the Holy Prophet, if by any means 


any matter dependant on him ſhould be entruſted to the Colonel 
(meaning the ſaid Hannay), he would not remain in his domi- 
nions, but would go to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or to 
that effect; and the ſaid letter was duly received by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; and though the ſaid Vizier did in the faid 
letter, under the alarm aforeſaid, earneſtly entreat the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, that no matter dependant on him ſhould be en- 
truſted to the Colonel (meaning the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel! 
Hannay); and though he did likewiſe requeſt, that the ſaid 7 
Warren Haſtings would oblige him with a ſpeedy anſwer, which 7 
might ſet his mind at eaſe; and although the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings was bound, by common decency and common humanity, 
immediately to give ſatisfaction to the ſaid Vizier (the firſt ally = 
in rank and importance of the Eaſt India Company, and one 
entitled to every mark of reſpe& and protection), and was alſo Þ 
bound to quiet the mind of the ſaid Vizier, ſo agitated, as he 6 


ſaw by the ſaid letter it was, through the dread of ſo great a ca- 
lamity, as well as to clear his own character from the imputation 
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3 Pe having formed againſt the ſaid Vizier ſo hoſtile and alarming 


E Þ 


* deſign as had been attributed to him; and though the letter 
aforeſaid was by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings received on the 
fifteenth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 


0, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not return any anſwer 


whatever thereto until the thirtieth of December following, 
* which was after the ſaid Hannay had died; at which time, and 
not before, he wrote a letter to the ſaid Vizier, of which an 
"abſtract only is on the Company's records, declaring therein, 
that no intention was ever formed of employing Colonel Hanna 
at Lucknow; thereby leaving juſt ground to the ſaid Vizier, 
and to all other perſons, to be aſſured that the death of the ſaid 
Hannay alone prevented his being employed in the manner which 
the ſaid Vizier ſo juſtly dreaded: In all which acts done by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, contrary to his duty, and in all the 
* aforeſaid neglects of duty, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was and 
has been the cauſe of great damage to the country of Oude, of a 
high breach of his truſt, and did diſhonour, and hath diſhonoured, 


the name and character of this nation. 
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ARTICLE FOURTEENTH 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in ſundry inſtances treated him 
ſince that time with great inhumanity, perfidy, and rigour; and 


him given as aforeſaid to the ſaid Warren Haſtings at Chunar, 


; the ſaid Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding the large bribe by 
2 


7 the ſaid Nabob Vizier having further cauſe of apprehenſion, 
becauſe Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, a perſon protected by the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings, though in the ſervice of the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier, and receiving his pay, and loaded with his benefits, did 
write a letter to excite dangerous ſuſpicions of him the ſaid 


Nabob Vizier; which proceeding was not diſcountenanced b 


the ſaid Reſident Middleton, who tranſmitted the ſame to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did receive without manifeſting any diſpleaſure towards the 
writer thereof; and the ſaid Nabob Vizier having further reaſon 
tor alarm, becauſe Sir Elijah Impey, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, 

L 2 and 


1 -] 


and acting as Amanuenſis and Private Secretary to the ſaid Warren 


| hir 
Haſtings, had been, by the direction of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the 
employed fince the treaty aforeſaid in taking affidavits tending to 


criminate the mother of the ſaid Nabob Vizicr, and his neareſt app 
kindred; and he the ſaid Chief Juſtice did exerciſe that odious "ti 
and treacherous office, in violation of the laws of hoſpitality, 


tho 

whilſt he was the gueſt of the ſaid Nabob Vizier at his Court, laid 
[ and receiving at leaſt honorary preſents, and pledges of amity bei: 
f from him; the ſaid Nabob Vizier, from all the aforeſaid circum- wh 
ſtances, and others, became affected with great terror, and did pri. 
tall into a profound melancholy, and in that ſtate of mind,, in the 
order to avert the evil deſigns of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did apf 
offer him, through the ſaid Reſident, Nathaniel Middleton, a in 
further and ſecond bribe of one hundred thouſand pounds, or be 
ſome other great ſum of money, and did give afhgnments on fſaie 
the landed revenue, or ſome other ſecurity, for the payment of ber 
the fame, which aſſignments, or ſome other ſecurity, was accepted pre 
by the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; but a letter which was written by wil 
the faid Middleton to the ſaid Warten Haſtings, relative to the the 
ſaid bribe, or unlawful preſent, offered in or about the months of the 
January or February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- ati 
two, requeſting his acceptance of the ſaid unlawful gift or Ceri 
preſent, has been, againſt law and his duty, and for bafe, clan- tai 
deſtine, and corrupt purpoſes, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings or 
wholly ſuppreſſed, as well as his anſwer to the ſame, if any in 
anſwer was by him given thereto, although it was the duty of ph 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings to produce to the Council General at de 


Fort William the letter aforeſaid; and he was bound to givea te 
ſpeedy anſwer, containing a direct refuſal to the ſame, and tio Je 


Teprimand and bring to condign puniſhment the ſaid Middleton, V 
for accepting the diſcreditabſe and infamous office of agent in the ia 


offer of a bribe to his principal, the Governor General, by 
which neglect of cenſure and diſcountenance, the {a'd Middle— 
ton, and others in ſubordinate ſituations, might be taught to 
conſider the receipt of bribes to themſelves as a matter which 
might bring no danger or diſcredit to them.—And it does not 
appear, that any the leaſt notice was taken of the ſaid corrupt 7 
tranſaction, neither was any document whatever concerning the 9 
ſaid offer through the ſaid Middleton, nor concerning any other 
unlawtul gift or preſent offered or taken from Oude, direcily ' 1 d 
produced to the Council General, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 7 

until the month of June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 7 vi 


elghty-three, one year and four months after the offer of the ſaid nh E 
preſent, and the taking aſfignments on the revenues or other ef- £ 
tects for the ſame; at which time, on certain articles of accu- # © 
ſation made by the order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againit Rt © 


Richard Johnſon Eſquire, it did appear, that on the twenty- Ft © 
| thiid ib 
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* Fthicd of May one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings had given fecret inſtructions to his 
agents, Palmer and Davy, to perſuade the ſaid Nabob Vizier to 
Japply the ſaid preſent to the uſe of the Company (which inſtruc- 
tions he did not produce till the twentieth day of October, one 

* thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three), and he did accuſe the 
**1a;d Johnion cf being a cauſe of preventing the ſaid preſent from 
being applied to the uſe of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, to 
whole ſervice the ſaid Warren Haſtings did aſfert he had given 
private inſtructions to his ſecret agents, Palmer and Davy, that 
the Nabob Vizier ſhould be requeſted to permit the ſame to be 
applied; and the ſaid Johnſon did admit the fact, and did aſſert, 
in juſtification of his act, that he had obſtructed {meaning that 
he had ſor the time defeated) the whole and every part of the 

| ſaid deſign, and that no aſſignments or other valuable effects bad 
bern made over to the Company for the ſaid preſent, or uſed ex— 
preſſions or declarations in that ſenſe, or to that purpoic ; no 
withſtanding which plea and admiſſion of the faid Johnſon, that 
the whole deſign, and every part thereof, was by him defeated, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a written minute of conſult- 
ation dated twenty-firſt of October, one thouſand ſeven hun— 
red and eighty-three), directly aftert, that he was morally cer- 
tain, that either aſſignments on the revenue of the Nabob of Oude, 
or bills, had been given for the ſaid preſent ; and his colleague 
in office, a member of the Supreme Council, Mr. John Mac- 
pherſon, did poſitively aſſert alſo on record, that he always un- 

= Cerſiood, that bills had been given to the amount of the in— 
tended prefent, and that the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid 

= Johnſon oughtto account for and explain the ſame ; Yet the ſaid 
> Warren Haſtings having obtained the fole object he had in view 
io his faid accuſation, which was to draw from the ſaid Johnſon 
- an acknowledgment that no charg2 had been brought on the 

> ſaid Nabob Vizier by this preſent, and intending fraudulently to 

2 ſuppreſs every thing which might throw light on that baſe and 
criminal tranſaQion, never did call on the ſaid Johnſon to ac- 
= 5 count for the faid bills, aſſignments, or other effects, which he 
did fo as. before declare himſelf morally certain to have been 
given and appropriated, and which his colleague, the ſaid Mac- 
> pberfon, by his minute recorded in the books of the Council, 
did aſſert as aforefaid the ſaid Johnſon ought to account for; 
nor did he, the ſaid Warren Hattings, produce the letter, whe- 
| = ther from his ſecret agent Palmer, or from his inſtrument Hyder 


| = Beg Than, to his other ſecret agent Major Davy, on which he 

, = grounded his accuſation againſt the ſaid Richard Johnſon relative 
do the ſaid pteſent; nor did he write to the ſaid Palmer for any + 
| 77 <xplanation of the ſubject, nor to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, nor to 4 


the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, then in Oude, nor to any other perſon 
who 


11 


who might have given or procured due and proper information 
relative thereto; but he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did fuddenly 
put an end to the enquiry, by declaring that he was glad that 
the intended preſent never had been applied to the Company's 
uſe, and that it would be of no ſervice to the Company, but 
would add greatly to the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, 
though the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf had ſo recently, in a 
regular and formal charge, accuſed the ſaid Johnſon of prevent- 
ing it from being applied in that manner and for that purpoſe; 
and he did not only thus put a ſtop to the enquiry inſtituted by 
himſelf, but, almoſt immediately after his accuſation of the ſaid 
Johnſon on that and ſundry other heads of charge, and of cer- 
tain of which he did declare him, in his opinion, guilty, he did 
promote the ſaid Johnſon to an emplcyment of great honour, 
emolument, and truſt, namely, that of an important embaſly to 
a foreign Court; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did carefully 
avoid examining at Calcutta the faid Nathaniel Middleton 
(through whom, and not through the ſaid Johnſon, the offer 
of the ſaid preſent was made) for any account or explanation 
of the fame, though at the time of the enquiry concerning the 
faid preſent he the {aid Middleton was actually in Calcutta, and 
his own conduct was at that very time a ſubject of enquiry, 
upon accuſations preferred againſt him by the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings himſelf, on ſundry miidemeanors charged by him to be com- 
mitted by the faid Middleton, in the capacity in which he was 
when the preſent or bribe aforeſaid was offered through bim; 
and though the ſaid Middleton could have wholly contradicted 
the ſaid Johnſon's plea and aſſertion at Calcutta, and have proved 
that aſſignments had actually been given for the preſent through 
him offered, and that cojleciions were made by him thereon, 
but the ſaid aſſignments do not appear on any record, corre- 


ſpondence, minute, or other evidence, or written document, nor 


doth it appear that any money received thereon hath been brought 
to the Company's account, or to that of the Nabob Vizier ; fo 
that the ſaid aſſignments made muſt have been made for ſome 
fecret criminal purpoſe, and what money was received thereon 
muſt have been fo applied. And whereas a letter from the ſaid 


Nabob Vizier was received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings (dated ; 
in the month of Shabaun anſwering to the month of July or 


Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two), 
quainting the ſaid Warren Haſtings that though he the ſaid 
Nabob had poſitively refuſed to comply with a large loan 


demanded of him by the Majors Palmer and Davy, the pri- 
vate agents of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he had actually 
agreed to the payment of a preſent of ten Jacks of rupees, being 


upwards of one hundred thouſand pounds, for the uſes by them 


demanded ; and it doth not appear in the correſpondence be- 


twc:n the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Warren Haſtings that the de- 
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ſign was defeated, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath aſſerted and 


* charged, and as the ſaid Johnſon hath admitted that it was in the 


* whole, and conſequently in all the parts, by him the ſaid John- 
ſon defeated 3 nor doth it appear that the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did write any anſwer to the ſaid letter, in which the Nabob Vi- 
zier did inform him of his having conſented to the payment 


aforeſaid, on conditions therein referred to; nor did he produce 
the ſaid letter, in oppoſition to the declarations of the ſaid 
Johnſon; nor did he enter on record the paper of conditions 
referred to in the ſaid letter, as by Act of Parliament and by his 
duty he was bound todo; and from the evidence, which he hath 
purpoſely left in a ſtate of contradiction and obſcurity, when he 
had it in his power to eſtabliſh the truth or falſehood of the ſaid 
evidence, and to clear up the whole tranſaction, it doth no way 
appear whether the ſaid ten lacks of rupees, mentioned by the 


' ſaid Nabob Vizier, was the ſame identical ſum with that of- 


fered to Middleton, or was not rather ſome other preſent to the 
ſame amount; nor whether any payment was or was not made 
thereon, the whole being purpoſely involved by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings in myſtery and obſcurity as aforeſaid ; and it doth not 
appear that the parties concerned in theſe tranſactions were ac- 
quainted with or conſulted on the proceedings of others acting 


in the ſame; but it doth appear, and it is hereby charged, that 
the full correſpondence of any of the ſaid agents with him the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings hath not been produced; but that the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did, and doth, wilfully and criminally with- 
hold the ſame. And whereas a Governor General, entruſted with 
the care of the Company's revenues, is bound in duty to take 
care that all things relating thereto, or whatever may affect the 
: ſame, mediately or immediately, ſhould be clear, open, and 
diſtinct: And whereas it is alſo the duty of the Governor General, 
that in a ſervice like that of the Company's ſervice in India, 
more liable than any other to the ſuſpicion of bribery and ex- 
tortion, all parts of the Government ſhould be preſerved, as 
much as in ſuch Governor General lies, altogether clear from 
> thoſe foul imputations, eſpecially in him, the head and chief 
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of the ſaid ſervice, and who is in a particular manner the guar- 


dian of the honour thereof, and of this kingdom in India, and 


is bound to candid, fair, and ingenuous proceedings in all things, 


but more eſpecially in tranſactions tending to corruption, he the 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his duty, in the 
tranſactions aforeſaid, concerning a bribe or bribes offered to him 
by the ſaid Nabob of Oude, by his prevarication, fraud, and de- 


| ceit, and by ſuppreſſion of evidence, and by purpoſely avoiding 
= the natural and orderly courſe of enquiry, dictated by the cir- 


cCumſtances of the buſineſs before him, and by other dark, in- 


VE cricate, and colluſive practices, was and is guilty of an high 


6 offence 


191 


offence in the ſaid acts, and in the ſaid neglects of duty, tend- 
ing in their inevitable conſequences to perplex and miſlead the 
Cour: of Directors, and to leave in the minds of men a ftrorg per- 
ſuaſion of unfair and corrupt practice relative to the object of 
the ſaid frauds and devices, to the diſhonour of the high truſt and 
office held by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to the evil example 
of the whole of the Company's fervants, by teaching them to 
veil their acts in all ſort of diſguiſe, myſtery, and fraud, 


ARTICLE FIFTEENTH: 


T AT notwithſtanding the means pretended to be taken at 


the treaty of Chunar for the relief of the Vizier Nabob of 


Oude, the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the diſtreſſes of 


the ſaid Vizier did continue, and that in order to fatisfy the 
enormous and rapacious demands made by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings upon him, he had been compelled to lend his name, 
and the appearance of his authority, to rob his mother and his 
grandmother of their treaſures, and to confiſcate, under the 


fame compulſion, the eſtates of his relations and friends, and de- 
pendants of his family; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings alſo well 


knew that the ſaid Nabob, in his court, in his houſehold, in his 


troops, and in the whole ſtate of his country, did feel great and | 
grievous diſtreſs; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, conceiving a | 
falſe and injurious opinion of the character of the Eaſt India 
Company, and of the honour, juſtice, and policy of this king- | - 
dom, and deluſively imagining that it would be received as a 
cover for all his acts of diſobedience to the laws of his country, 
and of all his peculation, rapacity, cruelty, and oppreſſion, 
for which he did then apprehend he ſhould be called to an 
account, and that it would be taken as a meritorious atone- | 
ment for the ſame, if he could make it appear that he had 
exacted greater ſums from the ruined and undone country 
of Oude, than others, more juſt, moderate, and provident, 
could have exacted from the ſame ; and at the ſame time with 
a view to leave the ſaid country in a ſtate of the utmoſt con- 
fuſion and diſtreſs, from whence he hoped to anſwer ſome of 
his evil purpoſes, he did, without any communication with his 
Council, or entering any minute on the books thereof, cauſe the 
accountant, or deputy accountant at Calcutta, to rake into all the 
accounts 


Faccounts for ſeveral years backwards, and from thence, and on 
pretence of forgotten articles, to produce two demands, amount- 
ing to four hundred thouland pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
great ſum of money, and he did urgently demand payment of 
the ſame from the ſaid Nabob, and though he well knew that 
the ſaid Nabob's current reſources could not produce ſuch a 
ſum, or any ſum above the current demand, and that it could 
only be borrowed at an enormous uſury, and by anticipation of 
his revenues, and that this muſt produce for the preſent an in- 
creaſe of his debt, and at ſome future time a failure or defici- 
ency even in a reduced current demand; yet for the fraudulent 
purpoſes aforeſaid he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did perſevere in 
demanding the payment of the ſame; and the ſame, or a great part 
thereof, was borrowed by the ſaid Nabob at an intereſt of twenty 
pounds per centum per annum, or ſome other high and deſtructive 
intereſt, and the ſaid confiſcated eſtates were mortgaged for the 
ſame, by which it was put out of the power of the ſaid Vizier 
to reſtore the ſaid confiſcated eſtates, until the money borrowed 
on them was paid, if he had been permitted fo to do by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; and the deficiency to be apprehended by the 
ſaid violent and oppreflive demand was actually produced, and 
the ſaid Vizier's debt, which had been kept in a growing ſtate by 
enforcing unjuſt demands upon him, and which ought to have 
been diſcharged with a conſiderable remainder, by the violent 
meaſures employed for that purpoſe, did in the enſuing year, 
namely, in the Fuſulli year one thouſand one hundred and 
cighty-nine, correſponding to part of the years of our Lord one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two, amount to a very great ſum of money, 
in conſequence of the ſaid unexpected demand, which, if juſt 
and founded, ought to have been produced at its due and proper 
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|  fealon, and not brought forward (as it was) to add to the con- 
© futon, perplexity, and diſtreſs of the country and government 
of Oude, when the ſaid country was leaſt able to bear it, and 


for which it was obliged to provide by an anticipation to the 
- amount of five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 


= =IS4— 


muh 1 De 


b zrcat fum of money; and the anticipation aforeſaid preſſing f 
hard on the revenue, and producing other anticipations, freſh 1 
| ” neceſſities of borrowing at an enormous intereſt were induced, iſ 
dilh at length, that is, in the years one thouſand ſeven hundred 7 
and eighty five, and one thouſand ſeven hundered and eighty-ſix, c 
: -* a Ceficiency and debt did happen, even after the current de- h 
mand was reduced nearly to one half of its uſual amount; and | 
f the laid Warren Haſtings, not content with the great and ſuſ- 'Y 
; bpicious demands aforeſaid, further to increaſe the diſorder and 
2 _ diltrels of the ſaid Nabob's affairs, did, as before, without 
e any conſultation with his Council, in the months of May or 


M June 


L 90 J 


June in the ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty. 
two, illegally ſend or depute to Lucknow, to the court of the 
ſaid Vizier, his two ſecret inſtruments, Major Palmer and Major 
Davy, to demand that the ſaid Vizier ſhould lend to the Eatt 
India Company a ſum of ſix hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, 
or ſome other great ſum of money, and alſo that the ſaid Vizier 
ſhould take four battalions of the Company's troops into his 
pay for the collection of his revenue, notwithſtanding all the 
miſchiets which had been experienced from that ſpecies of eſta- 
bliſnment; all which extraordinary claims, together with the 
adn;itted claims of the Company for that year, would have 
amounted nearly to double the then clear annual revenue of all 
the documents of the ſaid Nabob ; but the ſaid Nabob did po— 
{itively deny his conſent to either of the ſaid demands, notwith- 
ſtanding the violent menaces employed by the ſaid clandeſtine 
agents, or one of them, to induce him the ſaid Nabob to a com- 
pliance therewith, he the ſaid Nabob pleading, with great ap- 
pearance of truth, the utter impoſlibility of advancing the ſaid 
ſum. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, failing in this attempt, 
did afterwards, falſely and evalively, deny, or endeavour to 
explain away, his ſhare in the ſaid proceedings ; declaring, that 
it was from the Miniſters Hyder Beg Khan and Almas Ali Khan, 
and not the ſaid Nabob, that he propoſed to borrow the ſum 
aforeſaid; and did diſclaim, in a prevaricating manner, his 
having demanded that the faid four new battalions ſhould be ſo 
taken as aforeſaid into the pay of the ſaid Nabob, though he 
never called his faid ſecret agents to account for what they had ſo 
done, nor ſhewed them any diſcountenance whatſoever, at the 
ſame time that he did, in an ambiguous manner, ſeem to throw 
on them the whole blame of this moſt ſcandalous and per- 
idious attempt. 


ARTICLE SIXTEENTH. 


TH AT the faid Warren Haſtings, contriving by means of 
violence and corruption to bring the natives of India ſubject 

to the power and influence of the Eaſt India Company into an 
entire dependence upon him for their lives and fortunes, in 
order to draw to himſelf unlawful and exorbitant advantages 
from that dependence, did put perſons reputed opulent firſt into 
terror 


1 


terror as criminals, without due proof of their offences, and 
' afterwards did receive them into favour and truſt, without 
due proof of their innocence, as the one or the other did beſt ſuit 
his evil purpoſes 3 and in particular, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
at ſome time in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty-two, did receive, or pretend to receive, ſome 
information concerning miſdemeanors imputed to a certain 
wealthy and powerful native of India, called Almas Ali Khan, 
farmer of a conſiderable part of the revenues of the ſaid Vizier 
the Nabob of Oude, and alſo concerning a deſign which the 
ſaid Almas had entertained of withdrawing himſelf with his trea- 
ſures, repreſented by the ſaid Warren Haſtings as the fruits of 
embezzlement and oppteſſion, out of the dominions of his Sove- 
reign; and in fact the aforeſaid Almas Ali, being under appte— 
henſions of a defign againſt his life, had taken ſteps which indi- 
cated an intention fo to withdraw himſelf, but was induced to 
return to the capital and court of the faid Nabob Vizier, under 
a direct, clear, and politive written engagement for the fecurity 
of his life. And on a repreſentation cauſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to be made to the ſaid Nabob, upon the ſuppoſed de- 
fection, treachery, and other miſdemeanors, of the ſaid Almas 
Ali Khan, the ſaid Nabob Vizier did write to his Vakeel, or 4 
Miniſter at Calcutta, for the information of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, repreſenting that the charges made on the ſaid Almas, 
as aforeſaid, were by him the ſaid Vizier underſtood to be the " 
effect of malice, and the acts of ill-deſigning perſons, and that j 
he the ſaid Vizier did conceive him to be perfectly innocent of 
the ſame, or to that effect. And this declaration of the ſaid 
Nabob, the maſter and ſovereign of the ſaid Almas, was dul 
' Communicated to the ſaid Warren Haſtings; nevertheleſs, a 
very few days after the account aforeſaid was received by him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, of the ſaid Vizier's opinion of the in- 
nocence of the ſaid Almas, his ſubject and ſervant, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did in a ſpecial inſtruction to the aforeſaid 
John Briſtow, dated October the twenty third, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-two, give orders concerning his the 
ſaid Briſtow's conduct to the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, full of dupli- 
city, fraud, and treachery, both to the perſon who received the 
ſaid inſtrufticn, and alſo to the perſon whom the ſaid inſtruction | 
did regard, And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did firlt, under b 
| a falſe colour of good faith, obſerve, that if any engagement did r 


ſubſiſt (he the faid Warren Haſtings at the fame time well k 
knowing that ſuch engagement did actually ſubſiſt) between the | 

> faid Almas and the ſaid Nabob Vizier, it ſhould be faithfully '% 
> obſerved; but at the ſame time directing the ſaid Briſtow in a x 


; 2 moſt unwarrantable manner, as follows, to wit: “ But if he 
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{meaning the aforeſaid Almas) has been guilty of any criminal 
oftence to the Nabob (meaning the ſaid Nabob Vizier) his 
maſter, for which no immunity is provided in the engagement, 


or he ſhall break any one of the conditions of it, I do moſt 


{trictly enjoin you, and it mult be your ſpecial care to endeavour, 
either by force or furprize, to ſecure his perſon, and bring bim 
to juſtice; by bringing him to juſtice, I mean that you urge 
the Nabob, on due conviction, to puniſh bim with death, as 
a nec eſſary example to deter others from the commiſtion of 
the like crimes; nor muſt you deſiſt till this is effected. I 
cannot preſcribe the means; but to guard mylelf againit the oblo- 
guy to which I may be expoled, by a forced miicon:truction of 
this order, by thoſe who may herteaft-r be employed in fearching 
our records for cavils and informations againſt me, 1 think it 
proper to forbid and proteſt againſt the uſe of any frau- 
dulent artifice of treachery to accomyliſh the end which ! 
have preſcribed z and as you alone are privy to the order, you 
will of courſe oblerve the greateſt ſecteſy that it may not tranſpite; 
but I repeat my recommendation of it as one of the firſt and mot 
eſſential duties of your office.” — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
has highly diſhonoured the Britiſh integrity, ſimplicity, and jut- 
tice, by the wicked, ſcandalous, and perfidious evaſions and diſ- 
tinctions in the aforeſaid inſtruction contained; for he well knew 
that the aforeſaid prince, the Nabod Vizier, who was by the ſaid 
inſtruction to be urged to put the ſaid Almas to death, had but a 


few days before declared him innocent, and had, bv a ole mn en- 


gagement, not only given him an indemnity for ſpecial offences 
particulariſed in his pardon, as the faid Warren Haſtings did, 
without any grounds, ſuggeſt and ſuppoſe, but had pledged the 
public faith for the abſolute ſecurity of bis life: And even on a 
ſuppoſition that the ſaid act of indemnity bad only fpecificd parti- 
cular offences, it was an inhuman and moſt treacherous mode of 
proceeding, and molt contrary to all the principles of generoſity, 
humanity, and plain dealing, to make inquiſition for ſuch parti- 
culars as might have eſcaped the care of the perſon obtaining the 
pardon, in order to defeat the purpole thereof, and to take away 
his life. And he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was equally guilty 
in requiring the ſaid Briſto to proceed in a capt!ous and inſidious 
inquiſition into any the moſt minute breach of conditions, in or- 
der to entrap the life of the atoreſaid Almas Ali Khan; and he 
was allo highly criminal in directing him to be put to dezth for 
undefined niſdemeanois, without ſtating whether thole miſde— 
meanors were of a capital nature or not; and did thereby vive 

leflons to a prince of the Kait ot the moſt dangerous nature to 
the lives and fortunes of all perſons ſubject to his authority; and 


the caution with which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did conclude 5 


his dangerous and ſlippery order aforeſaid doth highly aggravate 
his 
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his offence, as it ſhows that he was perfectly aware of the con- 


ſtruction to which ſuch an act was liable; and he did alſo high- 
ju agoravate the ſaid offence by the caution with regard to his 
own perſon.) {:le'y with which he gave a mandate of a nature 
the moſt likely to involve the perſon who was to obey it in the 
ovreatelt embartrallment and danger. That the faid Briſtow, from 
A ente of the vertidy and peril of the proceeding ordered by the 
ſaid Warten Hettings, and the ſhock which thereby w-uld be 
given to public credit (the ſaid Almas, on the faith of the Re- 
lidency, being ſecurity for large ſums advanced by Bankers to the 
Britiſh Government). did not attempt to ſeize upon the faid Al- 
mes Ali Khan, but was content with taking meaſures tending to 
leiſen the enormous power of the faid Almas, of which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings had complained, to watch his motions, and to 
give the faid Warren Haſtings intelligence of any deſign which he 
might entertain of leaving the ſaid Nabob Vrzier's dominions; 
and the ſald Briſtow did furniſh to the faid Warren klaſtings much 
more full, diſtinct, and apparently authentic intelligence of the 
intentions of th» ſaid Almas to retire from the Vizier's dominions, 
and of his co:reiponding with the neig!:bouring powers for ſecur— 
ing luch retreat, as alſo of his oppreifive adminiſtration, than he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ever before received, notwithitand- 
ing which, without any previous enquiry into the conduct of the 
ſaid A mas, or taking the (malleſt notice of the frequent intelli - 
gence given by the ſaid Briſtow of the conduct of the ſaid Almas, 
or of the proc-edings of the ſaid Eriſto with regard to him, and 
without apprizing the ſaid Briſtow of any change in his ſenti— 
ments with regard ty the perſon whom he had ordered him in the 
manner aforeſaid to ſeize, and to cauſe to be put to death, and 
without giving any ſort of anſwer to the faid Briſtow's repeated 
letters on the ſubject of the arduous and critical commiſſion ſo 
given by him, he, the ſaid Warren Hattings, did write to this 
very Almas Ali Khan, on the fir{t of January, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and cighty-four, a letter full of expreſſions of favour and 
protection, in which letter he ſolemnly aftured him that he had 
never given credit to the accuſations againſt him. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, ſoon after going to Lucknow to exerciſe the 
functions of the office of Refident in his own perſon, did inveſt 
the faid Almas Ali Khan with the fame or greater authority than 
he had before poſleſſed, notwitoſtanding nothing appeared to ac- 
quit the ſaid Almas of the embezzlements or oppreſtions with 
which he himſclt had before charged him, or of correſpondence 
carried on by him with Cheyt ding, the depoſed Rajah of Benares, 
and the Mahrattas, for the purpoſe of retiring from the Vizier's 
dominions, the authentic documents concerning which the Reſi- 
Cent Briſtow had recently tranſmitted to him the ſaid Warren 
Haitings ; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having then private 


reaſons 
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reaſons for altering his opinion, did complain of the charges which 


had been made againſt the ſaid Almas, as baving been, accordii, 
to his expreſſion, too laboriouſly urged againſt him, and which had 
nearly driven him to abandon his country for the preſervation of 
his lite and honour, and thus to give a colour to the charges them. 
ſelves, when in fact he the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf had been 
the moſt earneſt and laborivus proſecutor of the ſaid Almas, and no 
other perſon appears, with any certainty, to have made attempts on 
the liſe and honour of the ſaid Almas: And whereas the ſaid Al. 
mas had theretofore held his farms of revenue only from year to 
year, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being at Lucknow ſome time in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, did give to 
the ſaid Almas a term of fix years in his farms of revenue, there- 
by giving, out of the reach of correction or reſumption, a leaſe of 
boundlcls power and enormous profit to a perſon by himſelf repre- 
ſented as a known oppreitor of the people; that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in order to give colour to the ſaid proceeding, did, in his 
letter to the Court of Directors of the thirtieth of April, one thou- 
ſand feven hundred and eighty-four, repreſent the ſaid Almas as 
haviog purged himſelf of the accuſations againſt him, by a ſeaſon— 
able advance of money, which had been applied to the uſe of the 
Eaſt India Company: That the ſaid courie of charging wealthy 
men with crimes, and ac quitting them on the advance of money, 
is highly unwarrantable and ſcandalous, and would be fo, even if 
the money had bcen really and truly advanced; whereas the ſaid 
Warren Haitings did falſely repreſent the ſaid tranſaction, for the 
ſaid Almas was fo far from advancing any money at the time of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſaid letter to the Court of Directors, 
that he had not paid up the regular inſtalments which by the terms 
of his farm, he had been obliged to make; the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings wilfully intending in bis ſaid ſtatement to deceive the 
Court of Directors, in order to make ſome fort of excuſe for a 
proceeding ſo contrary to all his former proceedings and profeſ- 
ſions relative to the ſaid Almas, and ſo diſhonourable to the juſtice, 
policy, and humanity of this nation. 


ARTICLE SEVENTEENT H. 


WY HEREAS, from the laws and cuſtoms of the Eaſt, which 
allow, and in ſome meaſure require of great men, a large 

train of wives and concubines, the families of the princes of 
Indoſtan 
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Indoſtan are generally numerous, and the ſons of the ſaid Princes 
ate all equal in dignity, of whatever mothers they may have 
been born; and they all accordingly are, or ought to be, main— 
tained in an honourable manner, ſuited to their high rank; and 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings actually poſſeſſing the whole power 
and dominion of the government of Oude, he was in juſtice 
and in duty bound to take care that due proviſion ſhould have 
been made for the brothers and ſiſters of the {aid Nabob, the 
reizning Sovereign of Oude; but the faid Warten Haſtings 
wiltully, and to the great ſcandal of the Engliſh name, did neg- 
lect his ſaid duty, and did not interpoſe through the public Reſi— 
dent, through his own creature, the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
nor any of his own ſecret agents aforefaid, for the juſt and 
laudable purpoſe of obtaining any ſuitable proviſion for the bro- 
thers and other relations of the ſaid Nabob, although the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did write to the ſaid Princes in ſpecious, 
plauſible, and inſinuating language, calling them his (the ſaid 
Warren Haſltings's) brothers, with other ſoothing and af- 
fectionate expreſſions to the like effect. 

That the allowances made by Hyder Beg Khan, the de- 
pendent Agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by him kept in 
power in defiance of his maſter, for the ſupport of twenty-one 
Princes, brothers of the ſaid Nabob, all of whom were arrived at 
years of maturity, ſo as to have been diſmiſſed from the Zenana, 
or women's apartment, did not exceed twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or thereabouts; ſome of the ſaid Princes did not re- 
ceive their reſpective aliowanc:-s fur nearly two years, and were 
abſolutely compelled to ſubſiſt on the charity of their brother's 

ſubjects; which defalcation of their ſcanty maintenance was in 
, conſequence of the great penſions and falaries paid to the fa- 
vourites and creatures of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and of his 
ialtrument the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan; and in particular 
that, during, or ſoon after the time when the aforetaid twenty-one 
brothers of the ſaid Nabob were reftricied to the ſaid very in- 
ſufficient and unbecoming income of twenty thouſand pounds 
2 4 year, or thereabouts, which was alſo never regularly paid, a ſingle 
* Engliſh Surgeon, Surgeon Thomas, patronized by the ſaid 
> Warren Haſtings, did actually receive from the Vizier nearly as 
much as the nominal allowance of ten of the brothers of the 
: aforeſaid Sovereign the Nabob Vizier, the ſaid Surgeon's allow- 
2 ance being nine thouſand ſeven hurdred and ſixty three pounds 
J ſterling a year, or thereabouts; and the ſecret Agent of the 
laid Warren Haſtings did receive more than the whole annual 
allowance of all the twenty one brothers of the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier, who were out of the care of the women, and ſeveral of 
whom were married, and had families to maintain; and the 
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33 ſecret Agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the faid Major Wil- 
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liam Palmer, enjoying an avowed annual ſalary in monthly 
payments of twenty-two thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome 
other large fum, which was generally reputed to be no more 
than a part of the emuluments annexed to the ſituation of the 
ſaid William Palmer, 

That in or about the month of March, one thouſand ſeven 
bundred and cighty-three, three of the ſaid brothers of the Nabob, 
namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Imayut Ally, and Myrza Spef 
Ally, did repreſent to the ſaid Briſtow, that they were in diſtreſs 
for dry bread and clothes, and in conſequence of ſuch repre— 
ſentation were relicved by the intervention of the ſaid Briſtow ; 
but ſoon after the deputztion of the ſaid Warren Hattings to 
Oude, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- four, 
that is to (ay, ſome time in or about the month of September, 
in the ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 
the ſaid Myrza Hvder Ally, one of the three Princes aforeſaid, 
did fly to the province of Benares, and did remain there in great 
diſtreſs; and that although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did write 
to the {aid Nabob an account of the aforeſaid circumſtance, in 
certain looſe, light, and diſreſpectful expreſſions, concerning 
the ſaid Myrza Hyder Ally, he did not, as he was in duty 
bound to do, in any wiſe exert that influence which he actually 
and notoriouſly poſſeſſed over the mind of the ſaid Nabob, for 
the relief of the {aid Prince, the brother of the ſaid Nabob; 
but without obtaining any fatisfactory and ſpecific aſſurances, 
either from the ſaid Nabob, or the ſaid Miniſter, the ſaid 
Warten Haſtings did content himfelf with adviſing the ſaid 
Prince to return to his brother the {aid Nabob. 

That in order to avoid famine at home, another of the ſaid 
Nabob's brothers, by name Myrza Jungli, was under the neceſ- 
ſity of flying from his native country, and did feek protection 
from a certain Mihometan Lord, called Mirza Shuffu Khan, 
then Prime Miniſter of the Mogul, from whom he did go to 
the camp of the Mahratta Chief Madajee Scindia, where he did 
ſolicit and obtain a military command, together with a grant of 


lands, or jaghire, for the ſubſiſtence of himſelf, his family, and 


followers: But wiſhing again to be received under the pro- 
tection of the Britiſh Government, the ſaid Myrza Jungli, in 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, did apply to the 
ſaid Reſident Briſtow, through David Anderſon Eſquire, then 
on an embaſly in the camp of the ſaid Scindia; and, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch application, the ſaid Briſtow, ſenſible of the 
diſgrace which the exile of the ſaid Myrza Jungli reflected, 


both on the ſaid Nabob of Oude and the Britiſh nation, did ne- 
gotiate with the ſaid Nabob and his Miniſters for the return of 
the ſaid Myrza Jungli, and for the ſettlement and regular pay- 
ment of ſome proper allowance for the maintenance of the ſaid 1 : 
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Myrza Jungli, but the allowance required was ultimately re- 


* fuſed; and although the whole of the tranſactions aforeſaid 
were duly repreſented to the ſaid Warren Haſtings by the ſaid 


Anderſon, and by the ſaid Briſtow, and although he had himſelf 
received, ſo early as the twenty-third of Auguſt, one thouſand 


| ſeven hundred and eighty-two, a letter from the Vizier, griey- 


ouſly complaining of the cruel and extortious demands made 
upon him by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in which letter he did 
expreſs!y mention the flight of his brothers, and the diſtreſſes of 
the women of his late father, who he ſaid were all as his mothers, 
and that his ſaid brothers, from the reſumption of their jaghires, 
were reduced to great affliction and diſtreſs, and he did attribute 
the ſaid flight of ſome of his brethren, and the diſtreſſes of the 


reſt, and of the women who ſtood in a ſpecies of maternal re- 


lation to him, as owing to the aforeſaid oppreſſive demands; 
yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cruelly, inhumanly, and 
corruptly, decline to make any order for the better proviſion of 
any of the ſaid eminent family, or for the return of the ſaid 
Prince, who had fled from his brother's Court to avoid the 
danger of periſhing by famine, 

That ſame time afterwards, that is to ſay, about the begin- 
ning of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 
the ſaid Myrza Jungli did entreat the patronage and interference 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to procure for him (the ſaid Myrzz 
Jungli) ſome adequate proviſion from the faid Nabob, his bro- 
ther: But the ſaid requeſt was, on two different applications of 
the ſaid Myrza Jungli, in an hard and unfeeling manner re- 
fuſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did align, as the reaſons of ſuch refuſal, the diſtreſſes 
and embarraſſments of the ſaid Nabob's government, which the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his corrupt intrigues and criminal 
miſmanagement before mentioned, had himſelf occaſioned, 

That ſome time in or about the month of December, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, the Nabob Behadre, another 
of the brothers of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, did repreſent to the 
{41d Briſtow, that he the ſaid Nabob Behadre had not received a 
farthing of his allowance for the current year, and was without 
food; and being wounded by an aſſaſſin, who had alſo mur- 
dered his aunt in the very capital of Oude, the ſaid Nabob 
Behadre had not a daum to pay the ſurgeon, who attended 
him for the love of God alone. That at or about the pe- 
riod of this ſaid repreſentation, the ſaid Briſtow was recalled, 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings proceeded up to Lucknow, but 
did not enquire into the laid repreſentations tran{mitted by the 
ſaid Briſtow to Calcutta, nor did order any relief, 

That by the criminal neglect of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
not originally appointing, or procuring to be appointed, ſome 
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adequate and becoming proviſion for the ſaid Princes, the bro. 
thers of the ſaid Nabob, and in not enforcing the due and regular 
payment of ſuch ſtipends or allowances as were appointed, a 
well as in not giving ſome mark of his approbation to the ſaid 
Refident Briſtow, for his commendable interpoſition in behalf of 
the ſaid Princes, nor of his diſpleaſure to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder 
Beg Khan, for his culpable conduct towards the ſaid Princes, az 
alſo in not making any enquiry into the ſaid repreſentations of the 
ſaid Nabob Bchadre, tranſmitted to Calcutta by the ſaid Briſtow 
at the concluſion of his Reſidency, and in declining to pay any 
regard to the aforeſaid applications made directly to him, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, by ſome or one of the ſaid Princes, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did become, and is fully reſponſible for 


the aforeſaid diſtreſſes of the reigning family of Oude, and did 


thereby bring diſgrace on the ſaid Nabob Vizier, the firſt Prince 
of the Mahometan Empire in Indoſtan, and did difcredit and 
diſhonour the juſtice and humanity of the Britiſh name through- 
out all the Eaſt. 


ARTICLE EIGHTEENT H. 


AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath frequently de- 
clarcd, that the ſyſtem of interference in Oude, by means 
of an Engliſh Refident, was an uſurpation, and was, in his opi- 


nion, productive of many evils and diſorders in the government 
of the ſaid province, and did pretend that he had oppoſed the in- 


troduction of the ſame: That the ſaid interference, however 
proper, being in direct contradiction to his avowed principles, 
ought by him to have been wholly declined, or exerciſed in di- 
rect obedience to orders, and his part therein token with the 


greateſt caution and moderation; yet, having in view his own 7 


corrupt advantage, and that of his agents, he did himſelf conti- 
nue that interference to which he had ſo objedted, and from 
time to time did encreaſe the powers of the Engliſh agents by 
him appointed, and did make various diviſions and diſtributions 


of the laid powers, and did frequently, and without any reaſons | a 
aſſigned, remove the perſons entrufted with ſuch agency: That, 
after the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Briſtow, and the re- appointment of 
1 0 
dleton had continued in office for two years longer, he was re- 


the ſaid Middleton, herein before alledged, when the ſaid Mid- 


called by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any cauſe aſſigned; 
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Jana Mr. Hoſea, ſince deceaſed, went up to Oude, under 
"ſome actual appointment, or agreement for an appointment, 
and was for a while there received, and was conſidered 
as Reſident, but was ſuddenly recalled: That the ſaid Mid- 
dleton did then reſume his office, but was the ſame year ſu- 
perſeded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who appointed Mr. 
Purling to the ſaid Reſidency : That, in a few months aſter- 
wards, the ſaid Warren Haſtings removed the Reſident Pur- 
ling (as in former inſtances, without cauſe aſſigned) and reſtored 
| the ſaid Middleton, who continued, upon ſuch reſtoration, about 
a year in office ſingly : That, during theſe tranſactions, the ſaid 
- Briſtow having come to England, and obtained two poſitive 
© orders from the Court of Directors for his reinſtatement, the ſaid 
| Warren Haſtings did wilfully diſobey the ſaid orders, and, on 
record, did revile and inſult the faid Briſtow, throwing out mzny. 
| inſinuations againſt his (the ſaid Briſtow's) integrity, for pre- 
ſuming to claim, under the authority of the Directors, who 
were the legal maſters both of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and of 
the faid Briſtow ; and, the day after he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
had recorded a minute to this effect, he did propoſe a new com- 
miſſion for Oude, dividing the office of Reſident, and appointing 
the ſaid Briſtow to the political, and the ſaid Middleton to the 
* pecuniary department, and did thus make two Reſidents, which 
had no other tendency than to confound the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company's aftairs, and to increaſe its expences, or that of their 
allies, and the ſaid expences were thereby unneceſſarily increaſed, 
Phat during the ſaid Briſtow's reſidence, which continued 
ſome months under the ſaid laſt appointment, the 1»; Warren 
| Haſtings never anſwered one of his letters, nor gave him any in- | 
ſtructions, nor ſuffered the ſaid Nabob to confer with him on 4 
any affairs whatever; and did remove him on pretence that he i 
was perſonally diſagreeable to the ſaid Nabob. That the ſaid 4 
Warten Haſtings, afterwards, did appoint the ſaid Middleton to 1 
the office of Reſident, together with Mr, Johnſon as his aſſiſtant 5 
therein, and did, ſome ſhort time after, again appoint the ſaid | 
> Briſtow to be Reſident, pretending, in a letter on that ſubject to 4 
the Court of Directors, that ſuch appointment was made in obe- ; 
dience to their orders; but in a letter which he cauſed to be | 
1 I written to the ſaid Vizier, he ſtudiouſly diſclaimed that motive, 


LONG 


and declared therein, that though it had been his, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings's, intention to have ſo appointed the ſaid Briſtow, 
5 _ yet he had poſtponed ſuch appointment, leſt it ſhould be under- 
= ſtood at Lucknow, that it was made in conſequence of orders 
= from Europe (meaning orders from the ſaid Court of Di- 
7 1cctors); and further declared, that the contrary was the caſe, 
and that the ſaid Briſtow was the object of his own particular pa- 
tironage: And in about a year afterwards he did again EN 
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the ſaid Briſtow, in order to obtain in effect the ſaid office of 
Reſident for himſelf; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
accordingly perform the function of the ſaid office himſelf, ſome 
time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- four, and 
then leit it in the pollefſion of a private Agent of his own, 
namely, Major Palmer; and thus, in the ſhort ſpace of ſeven 
years, or thereabouts, from the de:th of Colonel Monſon, in the 

ear one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-f1x, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did at leaſt make eight different changes i in the ſaid office 
of Reſident. 

And, during the ſaid ſucceſſion of Agents, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, having i it for his object to obtain and to ſecure to him- 
ſelf, for bis ſiniſter and corrupt purpoſes, the full and complete 
control and dominion of Oude, as far as might be, without the 
interpoſition or even privity of his lawful maſters the Court of 
Directors, he (the ſaid Warien Haſtings), beſides uſurping the 
ſole, immediate, and perſonal nomination of the Public Reſidents, 
and changing them at his arbitrary pleaſure, did himſelf, on va- 
rious occaſions, carry on with certain of the ſaid Reſidents a 
private and ſecret correſpondence, of which he did never make 
any regular entry on the records of the Company, as by law he 
was bound to do; but did only produce, at particular junctures, 
ſuch parts and fragments of the ſaid correſpondence as might {uit 
his deſigns of the moment; and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did further correſpond with the ſaid Reſidents through ſecret, 
confidential, and unofficial channels, among which were Major 
Palmer and Major Davy, Mr. Charles Croits, the Sub-treaſur- 
er, and Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Majetty's ſaid Chief Juſtice 
at Fort William in Bengal: That, to the criminal ends afore- 
ſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by his influence, prevail with 


the ſaid Nabob to appoint as his Miniſter, or to continue againſt | 
his will, a certain Mahometan native, called Hyver Bey Khan, 


who did profeſs himſelf to be, as in truth he was, the immediate 
dependant of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to have been by him, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, raiſed from the duſt ; with many other 
like expreſſions of the moſt implicit obedience and ſubmiſſion to 


the will of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and did declare himſelf | 
ready to enforce certain meaſures, even againſt the inclination of 


his maſter the ſaid Nabob, if he were authorized ſo to do by an 
order or letter from the ſaid Warren Haſtings: And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did record his belief and knowledge, that 
Hyder Beg Khan affixed the name and ſeal of the ſaid Nabob to 


letters written without his conſent ; and that the ſaid Nabob was 
a Cypher in the hands of the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg; and the © 
ſaid Hyder Beg poſſeſſing thus the entire adminiſtration of Oude, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, from time to time, exerciſe a = 


power of direct cenſure and control over the conduct of . 4 a 
Ide 
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Hyder Beg; and did hold out menaces to him, and did threaten 
him that he would influence the ſaid Nabob to inſtitute a ſtrict 


' ſcrutiny into the adminiſtration of him the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 


and to puniſh him thereupon; while, on the other hand, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did pronounce the perſons of the Minifters 
(whereof Hyder Beg Khan was the principal) to be facred, while 
they (houid act with the participation of our (meaning, in truth, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings's own) influence. 

And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did hold ſecret communication, 
both with the faid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid Nabob himſelf, 
through ſome of the confidential channels before mentioned; 
and through a certain Mahometan native of high rank at Benares, 
called Ally Ibrahim Khan; and through a cert«in native Rajah 
at Calcutta, named Rajah Govind Ram, Vackeel or Minitter 
to the ſaid Nabob of Oude: And the faid Warren Haſtings did 
never produce, or Cauſe to be produced {as he was by law bound 
to do), any regular copy of ſuch communications, either to or 
from him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but did only record ſuch 
parts thereof as he occaſicnaliy th ught proper: And he did fur- 
ther privately receive from the ſaid Hyder Beg, divers applica- 
tions, remonſtrances, and complaints, at different times, againſt 
ſundry of the Britiſh Reſidents in Oude, and did proceed 
thereon; and in conſequence thereof did exhibit forma] charges 
againſt the ſaid Reſidents, and did remove them, in ſome caſlcs, 
before any ſolemn enquiry had, or any defence, of any kind, in 
any manner required, | 

And, in order more effectually to manage, for his own evil 


' purpoſes, the confuſed and intricate ſyſtem of government, both 


through the Native Minifter and the Eritiſh Reſident by bim 


| eſtabliſhed and ſupported, and to govern and direct, according 


to his own corrupt and criminal views, the cabals and intrigues to 


lich ſuch a government muſt neceſſarily give riſe, the ſaid War- 
ten Haſtings unlawfully, and contrary to his duty, did ſend up 
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to Lucknow, to be preſent on the ſpot, a third and ſecret ſet of 
agents, namely, the ſaid Major Palmer, his military ſecretary 
and confidential agent, and Major Davy, his private Perſian 
interpreter and private ſecretary: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
1:1 certain letters to the ſaid Nabob, has declared the ſaid Palmer 
to be as himſelf (Warren Haſtings), to have the fame thoughts, 
and to be, as it were, his (the faid Warren Haffings's) own 
tongue: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſmit, through 
the ſaid agents, divers letters to the Miniſter or the Nabob, of 


which letters the public Reſidents did not receive any copy or 
== tranſlation, nor were in any authentic mode informed as to the 
= contents thereof; and in divers letters to the ſaid Nabob, and to 
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the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, which letters were recorded by the 
faid Warren Haftings, there do appear frequent and repeated 
| references 
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references to the ſaid Major Palmer, or Major Davy, for further s 
information ; but all or moſt of the letters which conveyed ſuch pert 
information he the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath wilfully and ille. * 
gally ſuppteſſed: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the ſame ſec 


means of clandeſtine communication, did receive the aforeſaid to 
repreſentations and accuſations againſt the Reſidents from the 3 
ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, both in his own name, and in 1 
that of the ſaid Nabob: And that the {aid Warren Haſtings, by de 
taking part. through the ſaid confidential agents, ſometimes [fa 
with the Reſident, and ſometimes with the Miniſter, at the in- thi 
ſtizations of ſome perſons unknown, and without any due exa- ps 
mination into the merits or demerits, either of the Reſident or — 
the Minſter, did wilfully, and for ſome evil purpoſe, abet and of 


terment the di{turbances and diſtractions nec eſſarily incident to 
the perplexed ſyſtem of government before ſtated; and in parti- 
cular, that ſome time in or about the month of Auguſt, one | 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, the faid Warren Ha- 25 
ſtings, on the repreſentations of the ſaid ſccret agents, or ſome 
other perſons unknown, did write one of the threatening letters 
aforeſaid to the ſaid Hyder Beg; but in return having received 
from the ſaid Major Palmer, one of the faid ſecret agents, a 
letter mentioning, in gereral terms, the uſurpations of Mr, 
Tohnſon, the then acting Reſident, and the iofults of the ſaid 
Johnſon to the faid Hyder Beg; and having alſo produced a let- 
ter privately ſent from the ſaid Hyder Beg to the faid Major 
Davy, another of the ſaid ſecret agents, containing the like general 
charges againſt the ſaid Johnſon ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on 
the ſeventh of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eizhty-two, did recommend to the Board at Calcutta, to order 
the ſaid Johnſon immediately down to Calcutta, with peculiar 
marks of diſpleaſure and diſgrace; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
pretending exceeding great alarm at the information contained 
in the aforeſaid letters, although the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, in 
his letter to the ſaid Major Davy, did repreſent himſelf as having 
be fore made the ſame or ſimilar charges againſt the ſaid Johnſon, 
which charges did not then create ſuch alarm in the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, inaſmuch as the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſubſequently 
write to the ſaid Hyder Beg the letter of reprimand aforeſaid ; 
and afterwards, on the twentieth of October folluwing, he did 
again write to the faid Hyder Beg Khan, menacing him a2 
aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the ſanction which the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had fo recently given to the recriminatory defence of 
the ſaid Hyder Beg, by the immediate removal of the ſaid John= 
ſon without enquiry, ex 
That, on the twenty-ſecond day of the aforeſaid month of 
September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, only 
filteen days after the removal of the ſaid Johnſon for the alledged 
crime 
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crime of oppoſition to the faid Miniſter Hyder Beg, the ſaid 


Warten Haſtings, in conſequence of intelligence from the ſaid 


ſecret agents or other perſuns unknown, did further recommend 


to the Board the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Reſident Middleton, for 
not having carried into effect the conditions and ſpirit of the 


treaty of Chunar, in which the {aid Reſident Middletun had 


been oppoſed by the ſaid Miniſter and the ſaid Nabub; and the 
ſaid diſmiſſion of the ſaid Reſident Middleton was cont:ary to 


the good faith of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who, in reply to a 


private requeſt of the ſaid Nabob, did promiſe to the ſaid Nabub 


the Reſident Middleton ſhould not be removed but at the deſire 


of the ſaid Nabob, or of himſelf the ſaid Middleton, or to that 
effect; and this promiſe, bearing date the twenty-third of May, 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, was recorded by the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf on the Bengal Perſian Correſpond- 


' ence; and ſoon after the ſaid promiſe, the Reſident Middleton 
did quit his ſtation with leave of abſence, and did not return till 


the laſt day of Auguſt or thereabouts, that is to ſay, about three 
weeks before his recall. 

That, by having thus, on the unexamined evidence of his 
private inſtruments, removed the Reſident M ddleton and the 


Aſſiſtant Reſident Johnſon, within the ſpace of one month, on 


grounds fo contradictory and inconſiſtent in themſelves, the 


Aſſiſtant Reſident Johnſon for oppoſing, and the Kelident Mid- 


dleton for not oppoſing, the ſame individual Miniſter Hyder Beg 


Than; the former of the two profeſſedly in order to quiet the 
Nabob's apprehenſions, and the other in contradiction to the 


direct requeſt of the Nabob himſelf; the faid Warren Haſtings 
did throw new difficulties and diſcouragements in the way of any 
Reſident who might ſucceed, as there was no line of conduct 
whatever left to him, for which one of his immediate prede- 
ceſſors had not been puniſhed with diſmiſſion, and for which he 
might not apprehend ſimilar diſgrace, through the dak machi- 


nations of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his private inſtruments 


atoreſaid ; and by the ſaid examples, together with the continued 
operation of the ſecret ſyſtem of cabal and intrigue aforeſaid, 
and the rapid change and ſucceſſion of agents within the ſpace 


of about ſeven years, many of them in defiance of oiders, and 


| = all upon motives of cabal and intrigue, he did accordingly 
= weaken and render odious the Britiſh Government, diſturb and 


2 9iſtract the Government of Oude, diſorder the Company's affairs, 


protract the payment of the debt due to the ſaid Company from 
the ſaid Nabob, and give ſtrong incitement to rapacity and pecu- 
lation, in a place expoſed to the greateſt temptation, and furniſh- 


ing the moſt abundant means of unlawful] acquiſition, 
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ARTICLE NINETEENTH. 


HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings having declared himſci! 

ſenſible that the affairs of Oude had been long in an ill con- 
dition, and were daily growing worſe, owing to the miſgovern— 
ment which prevailed therein, and which had not been reform- 
ed in con{equence of the regulations directed, and the powers by 
hin given to the Reſident Middleton, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-one, in virtue of the treaty of Chunar, 
he did therefore, under the pretenee of the better regulation of 
the ſaid provinces, in the month of September, one thou!tand 
ſeven hundrcd and eighty-two, appoint John Briſtow Eſquire, 
to the office of Keitdent in Oude, and did, on the twenty-third 
of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, 
give to the ſaid Briſtow ſundry minute and particular, as wel! 


as large and general, inſtructions, by which, for the purpoſe of 


reforming the abuſes which prevailed in the ſaid Nabob's domi- 
nions, he did in effect and ſubſtance authorize and require the 
ſai! Br:itow to exerciſe all the functions of Government, in an 
emineat and controlling manner, repreſenting the neceſſity thereof 
from the ſaid Viziet's diſinclination and inaptitude to buſineſs, 
which rendered him a cypher in ſome hands or other; and from 
the little reliance which could be placed on his Miniſter Hy det 


Beg Khan, of whoſe character and morals he did, in the ſaid 


inſtructions, give a molt unfavourable repreſentation, and hz 
did declare the faid Briſtow reſponſible for the due obſervance 
of the ſaid inſtructions, and the exerciſe of the power therein 
given; declaring, in the following words, or words to that 
effect, that from the nature of our (meaning the Britiſh) con- 
nection with the Government of Oude, and from the ſaid Na- 
bob's incapacity, a neceflity would for ever exiſt, whilſt we had 

a claim of ſubſidy upon the reſources of his country, of exet- 
cifing an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it entirely in the 
place of an avowed and conſtitutional authority in the admini- 
ſtration of his (the ſaid Nabob Vizier's) Government; and in 
the ſaid inſtructions he did declare that he had recourſe to him the 
ſaid Briſtow for the introduction of a new ſyſtem in that Govern- 


ment, and that he could not omit, whilſt hz expreſſed his reliance 


on him the ſaid Briſtow for that purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments 
which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had expreſſed in the verbal 


inſtructions which he gave the ſaid Briſtow at his departure, that 
there could be no medium in the relation between the Reftdent 

and the Miniſter, but either the Reſident muſt be the ſlave and d 
vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute diſpoſal o: 
the Reſident; and he faid Warren Haſtings did, in various 
other parts of the faid inſtructions, veſt large powers in the (ai 


Br iow 
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Briſtow, wholly ſuperſeding and controlling thoſe of the ſaid 
Nabob's acting Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder Beg, and did threaten 

the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Miniſter, in caſe of the oppoſition to 

£ be expected to aſſiſt him, which was in effect to over-rule the 
: ſaid Miniſter's own power; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
7 did particularly direct the ſaid Briſtow to appoint regular offices 
I in the ſaid Government, not one office being therein exiſting, 
5 the whole being engroſſcd by the ſaid Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder 


y Beg Khan alone; to regulate the troops, which had been ill 
0 regulated and ill paid to eſtabliſh Courts of Juſtice, there being 
b none exiſting in Oude, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 
Ir aſſerted with truth, that the want of ſuch Courts was the molt 
0 diſcreditable defect in the ſaid Nabob Vizier's Government; and 
f he did alſo give directions concerning the revenues and other mat- 
ters, and the reformations and regulations by him directed were 


proper, and in the then ſtate of Oude neceſſary, and he wos 
bound to give all due ſupport to the ſaid Briſtow, in carrying the 
ſame into execution, in oppoſition to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan 
and others, whoſe intereſts in the continuance of abuſe muſt 
e have been deeply affetted by the reformations by him in the ſaid 
a > inſtructions preſcribed; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 
- conceived a ſtrong animoſity againſt the ſaid Briſtow, on account 


„ ol his original appointment to office under perſons in Council, 
n = whom the ſaid Warten Haſtings oppoſed, and on account of his 


the ſaid Briſtow's ſubſcquent legal claim to office, under the 
on authority of the Court of Directors, which he the ſaid Warren 
e Haſtings did ſeem particularly to reſent, did contrive, under the 
- maſk of friendſhip, and an extraordinary degree of trult and con- 
fidence, moſt perfidiouſly to betray and groſsly to injure him 


X = the ſaid Briſtow; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contriving 
!- > alfo for his own corrupt and ſelf intereſted purpoſes to increaſe 
f = thoſe diſorders in Oude, which he pretended he had appointed 
a 


the ſaid Briſtow to reform, he did very early after his appoint- 
1 2 ment of the ſaid Briſtow endeavour to counteract the ſaid Briſtow 

in all his endeavours for that purpoſe, and did uphold and main- 
= tain the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan in an oppoſition to all the neceſ- 
in ſary plans of reform by himſelf, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
ne ordered and directed; and though he had ordered the ſaid 


n* 2X Briſtow to inform him, from time to time, of bis the ſaid Briſ- 
ce tow's progreſs in the execution of his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
orders concerning the ſeveral reforms therein directed and ſpeci- 
al fied, and the obſtructions he might meet with therein; and though 
the ſaid Briſtow did diligently purſue the objects entruſted to his 
nt care, and did regularly write to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
8 did faithfully repreſent to him the ſtate of the country, the ſeve- 


ral matters which he propoſed for the regulation thereof, and the 
$9 fliculties which he had to encounter; yet the faid Warren Ha- 
8 ſings, although he had made it an article of accuſation againſt 
be former Reſident Middleton, that he bad not regularly cor- 
x8 | 0 ieſponded 
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reſponded with him the ſaid Haſtings, excepting the ſhare of ; 


one letter from the Council, approving of his the ſaid Briſtow's 
meaſures (to which meaſures he ſecretly gave, or countenanced 
others to give, an oppolition), did for the greater part of the 
time the ſaid Briſtow remained in office, never, or very rarely, 
write to bim; nor did he the ſaid Haſtings give to the ſaid 
Briſtow any inſtructions whatever upon any one of the delicate 
and difficult objects ſo largely inſiſted upon in his commiſſion : 
And for the purpoſe of preventing the Council from giving a 
ſupport to the neceſſary reforms which were in direct obedience 
to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's orders attempted in Oude, he 
did maliciouſly, wilfully, perfidiouſly, and fraudulently, againſt 
law and his duty, hold back for three months an important 
letter from the ſaid Briſtow, to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and to the Council General, dated the twelfth of December, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two. And when he, the 
faid Briſtow, did inform him, in the fulleſt manner, of the op- 
poſition given by the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan to all the acts in the 
ſaid original inſtructions preſcribed, and did complain thereof to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his ſeveral letters of the twelfth of 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, the 
thirtieth of the ſame December, the twenty-firſt of January, 
fourth and thirty-firſt of March, and the eighth of April, one 
thouſand feven hundred and eighty-three, none of which letters 
were recorded by the faid Warren Haſtings till on or after the 
twenty-firſt day of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
three, with the incloſures therein contained, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did not pay any ſort of regard whatever to the repre- 
ſentations of the ſaid Briſtow, but did produce to the Council, 
at various times, letters or pretended letters from the ſaid Nabob, 
in oppoſition to the meaſures purſued by the ſaid Briſtow, under 


his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's authority, as an uſurpation on the | 


ſaid Nabob's authority. And the ſaid Warren Haftings, in 
direct contradiction to his own written declarations, to the ſolemn 
written aſſurances which he had given to the ſaid Briſtow, and 
to the denunciations which in writing he had authorized the 
ſaid Briſtow to make to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, im- 
plying that his obedience to the ſaid Reſident did form the terms 


upon which he would be permitted to hold his office; and that he 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings would not receive, as the Nabob's, 
letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition, but ſhould conſider 


every ſuch attempt as an inſult on our Government; and did 
declare, or ordered it to be declared, to the ſaid Hyder Beg Chan, 


that he did expect that nothing ſhould be done in his the ſaid 


Hyder Beg Khan's official character without the knowledge and 
participation of the ſaid Reſident ; yet he the ſaid Warren Ha- BW 
ſtings did, without heſitation, or even the pretence of an in- 
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quiry, receive as the Nabob's own letters, and as written from 1 
impteſnons on his the ſaid Nabob's own mind, and as the ſu g- 
geſtions of his own judgment, letters written in the ſpirit above E 
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mentioned, and ſuch as were evidently written to promote the 
views of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, in which light he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings had ſolemnly declared that he would conſider 
ſuch letters, and did ſtate them as a poor deception, and a thin 
veil, to cover the deſigns of the faid Hyder, and that he would 
look on the guilt of writing ſuch letters as aggravated by the 
falſehood and duplicity with which they were accompanied; and 
he the ſaid Haſtings had in this caſe more particular abs than 
ever to conſider the ſaid letters as being written to promote the 
intereſts of the ſaid Hyder, and not the independency of the {aid 
Vizier, becauſe his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſecret agent, Pal- 
mer, accuſing the ſaid Briſtow, and being a witneſs againſt him, did 
' repreſent the ſaid Vizier as having informed him the ſaid Palmer 
that the ſaid Briſtow had gone the length of letting the ſaid Vizier 
know, that if he pleaſed he was the maſter in his own Government, 
and was free to diſmiſs his Miniſter at his pleaſure, or to that 
effect. And further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accept and 
take ſeveral letters of the ſaid Hyder Beg, accuſing the ſaid Brif- 
tow, as proofs, although the faid Hyder Beg was a party, and in- 
) tereſted, as well as the ſaid Palmer; the ſaid Hyder having, in 
the courſe of that diſpute, applied to the ſaid Warren Haſtings to h 
| be ſolely employed, both for the Coinpany's concerns and the 
ſaid Vizier's; and the ſaid Palmer confeſſing, that he had a pro- 
ſpect of the Reſidency, and the ſaid Hyder having made a direct 
| | propoſal, the ſaid Hyder, to be by his Ap ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
power placed in the management of the Nabob's affairs, and alſo 
employed to tranſact, on their part, thoſe of the Company, and 
having engaged, if ſo employed, that he would obey the ſaid 
| Warren Haſtings's orders, though ſecretly operating; yet the ſaid 
| Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding his perfect knowledge of the 
| intereſted motives of the ſaid Hyder and Palmer, and the notoriety 
that both were his dependants, and notwithſtanding the infinua- 
tion of the ſaid Hyder Beg, tempting the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
| by offering to obey his orders ſecretly operating, he the (aid War- 
| ren Haſtings, having thrown off all regard to decency, as well as 
40 juſtice, did attempt, on the mere charges of theſe perlons, one 
; of them, namely, Hyder Beg, a perſon ſtigmatiſed by him in his nk 
„ iattructions to this very Briſtow, as a molt abandoned character, 
to deprive the ſaid Reſident of his office, without heating his Je . 
11 ; | fence 4 and when the ſaid Warren Haſtings failed to perſuade the i 
„Council to concur with him in this unwarrantable act, and that 
« they remonſtrated to him, that the only offence with which the 6 
[1 F ſaid Reſident was charged confitied in fome totally ineffectual at- | 
tempts to execute the ſaid inſtructions, he the ſaid Warren Ha- f 
ME Niings, in a letter to the ſaid Briſtow, did revoke the ſaid inſtruc- : 
tions, and did, in inſulting terms, write to the ſaid Briſtow, that g 
be ſhould not dare to act upon them, or to ule them as his in— 
ſttuctions, and yet did not propole any other in their ſtead, leave. 
- O2 ing, 
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ing, as far as in him lay, the ſaid Reſident entangled in the plot 
and conſpiracies of his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſaid agents and 
inſtruments, to act in a moſt delicate and difficult ſituation, with. 
out any rule or direction whatever: And the ſaid Warren Ha. 
ſtings, in due time, no longer concealing his being himſelf a candi. 


date for the office of Repreſentative of the Company in Oude, and 


diſcovering more and more his real view, which was to fill, before 
his departure for Europe or his recal thither, that ſubordinate but 


moſt lucrative office, cauſed the accuſations to be renewed againſt. 


the ſaid Briſtow, on the part of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, and the 
ſaid Hyder Beg and others, againſt the faid Briſtow, in which he 


conducted himſelf in an unjuſt, violent, and intemperate manner, | 


uſing a ſhameful partiality with regard to the ſaid accuſers, and a 
ſcandalous prejudice againſt the accuſed, in violation of all duty, 
in all the capacities in which he did or might ſtand in the ſaid 
proceedings, whether he be conſidered as an accuſer, a judge, or 
a counſellor of ſtate, at the head of an Adminiſtration. That 
further, in purſuance of his unjuſtifiable views of perſonal and lo- 
cal power in Qude, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cauſe and in- 
ſtigate the ſaid Vizier to make pathetic lamentations of his fitu- 
ation, and to call for his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's preſence in 
Oude, as the only means of quieting his mind, and res eſtabliſn- 
ing his affairs: And the faid Warren Haſtings did, by throwing 
out inſinuations againſt the other Members of the Counci), and 
threatening them with the conſequences of what might reſult 
from the exaſperated ſtate of mind which he repreſented the ſaid 
Nabob and all the principal perſons of the country to be in, and 
which diſcontents, and the diſorders conſequent thereto, the faid 
Warren Haitings did foment, if not cauſe, he by thoſe and the like 
evil ads and violences, and by the aforeſaid and by other unwar- 
rantable acts by him deviſed and practiſed, did obtain the removal 
of the ſaid Briſtow from his office, and his own appointment 
thereto, or to an office in that country, of the ſame or greater 
power and authority, And the faid Warren Haſtings, in all the 
acts and neglects of duty aforeſaid, by wilfully declining to ſup— 
port the execution of his own orders, as well as by traverſing, or 
cauſing to be traverſed, the ſaid Britiſh Reſident Briſtow in effec- 
tuating the reformations by himſelf known to be neceſlary, and 


recommended as ſuch in his ſaid inſtructions, not only betrayed 2 


ſervant of the Company, whom it was his duty, ſo far as in juſtice 
he could, to protect, but by the plots and many devices of him 


and his inſtruments, weakened and diſhonoured the Britiſh Go- | 


vernment and authority in the ſaid province, and thereby prevent- 


ed the recovery of the Company's aflignments, and by countenan- 


cing the prevention of proper offices, he did encourage peculation 
and confuſion in accounts, and mutiny in the army, and the ſame 
did happen in conſequence thereof, and in particular by his the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings's heinous offence in countenancing an op- 
7 poſition 
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1 
poſition to the eſtabliſhment of Courts of Juſtice in Oude, he the 
aid Warren Haſtings is the cauſe of all the want of ſecurity to the 
property and lives of the inhabitants, and of the many miſchiefs, 
diſordets, tumults, robberies, and murders, which, from want 
thereof, did thereafter happen in the ſaid country of Oude, and 
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even in the capital city of Lucknow, 


— mn EEE ET ENT I IT I 


ARTFUCLE: 1EWENTIETTH, 


5 HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did take a commiſſion or 
delegation to act for the Governor General and Council at 


Lucknow, or ſome ſuch delegation or commiſſion, on condition 


of finding the ſecurity of reſponſible bankers for the payment of 


the Vizier's debt on or b<fore the month of January, one thou- 
ſand feven hundred and eighty-five; and he did proceed for 
+ Lucknow on the fourteenth of February. one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and eighty-four, and returned to the city of Calcutta 
on the third of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty- four: That the (aid commiſſion or delegation to be exe- 
cuted by him, the Governor General, was totally unneceſſary 
for any one of the objects by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
done, or propoſed by him to be done, in the ſaid delegation ; 


and he did bring upon the Eaſt India Company, by the ſaid un- 
| neceſſary delegation, a charge of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, 


or {ome other great ſum, for the expences attending the fame, 


at the time when the ſaid Company laboured under very great dif- 


ficulties, and when the ſtricteſt economy was called for; and 


be, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did take with him a great train 


of Engliſh gentlemen, to the number of thirty, or ſome other 


large and unneceſſary number, beſides his guard, although he 


was well aware that the Vizier Nabob of Oude did always con- 
ſider the preſence of Engliſh gentlemen as bringing upon him a 
heavy burthen; and though the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his 
juſtification of the treaty of Chunar, did, through his colleague 
Wheler, inform the Couit of Directors that the removal of the 
Engliſh gentlemen and officers from the Vizier's Court, as well 
as ſervice, was a point in which the national honour and re— 
putation was well conſulted, or to that effect. That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, being at Lucknow as aforeſaid, did come to 
ſome agreement or ſtipulation, purporting that no Britiſh Re- 
ſident ſhould ever be ſent into Oude, and that no Britiſh influ= 
ence, ſecret or avowed, ſhould be exerciſed within the ſame, 
whillt the Vizier continued to fulfil his engagements to the Com- 
pany, which voluntary act of abdication of the power and influ- 


4 ence of this kingdom in the province of Oude, he, the ſaid 


Varren Haſtings, was not legally authorized to make, without 
expreſs 


110 J 


expreſs orders for that purpoſe from the ſupreme authority; an | 


he did preſume to bind the Eaſt India Company to the obſery. 
ance of the ſaid unwarrantable agreement, by cauſing to be in. 
ſerted in the leaſes of the ſeveral farms let by the ſaid Vizier, : 
clauſe, whereby the ſaid leaſes, and all the conditions and en. 
zagements therein ſtipulated, were to be annulled and made 
void, wherever the ſaid farmers ſhould be interrupted in their 
functions by the interference of a Britiſh agent, thereby un- 
Jawfully precluding, as far as in him lay, on the one hand, the 
operation of the diſcretion of his maſters in the conduct of thei: 
affairs, or on the other, ſubjecting his ſaid maſters to an imputa. 
tion on their faith, by breaking an engagement confidently made 
in their name, though without their conſent, by him the faig 
Warren Haſtings, who was the firſt officer of their Government, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in thus ſurrendering all the in- 
fluence and authority of the faid Eaſt India Company as an ar- 
rangement beneficial to the country ſo by him abandoned, and 
2s {erviceable to the ſaid Company, did act in direct contradic- 
tion to ſundry declarations by him recorded, and tranſmitted of. 
ficially for the information of the Court of Directors, and of 
his Majeſty's Minifters, wherein he did repreſent the exerciſe of 
the ſaid influence as abſolutely neceſſary to the ſaid Company's 
«fairs, as highly Beneficial to the country in which it was to be 
employed, as well as to the prince; and that the Government 
of Calcutta would always retain the ſame, or to that effect; a; 
alſo, that he had provided for the lawfulncſs of the ſame, under 
the powers given by a treaty, namely, the treaty of Chunar, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in his ſeveral letters of the 
thirtieth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- four, 
to the Court of Directors, and of the firſt of October, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, to the Council Ge- 
neral, aſſign reaſons for the ſaid voluntary abdication of autho- 
rity, highly diſhonourable to the Britiſh name and character; as 
by the ſaid letters, reference being thereunto had, will appear, 
And his offence herein is highly aggravated, becauſe the imputa- 
tions thrown by him on the Britiſh nation and Britiſh govern- 
ment, and their influence, in large and general terms, ſo far as 
the ſame are juſt, are entirely owing and imputable to the mil- 
conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, and his agents, or 
of the perſons employed, ſupported, and protected by him. 


That while the ſaid Warren Haſtipgs did thus endeavour to 
deftroy the dependence on Britiſh faith, and wholly to take away = 


and deſtroy the Britiſh authority in the province of Oude, he, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did nevertheleſs attempt, contrary to 
his duty, to create an excluſive reliance and dependence on his 


own perſonal faith, and to eſtabliſh and confirm his own govern- 


ment by means of his own perſonal influence, and through his 
own immediate agents in the ſaid Province of Oude. That = 
alter 
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ter the faid Warren Haſtings had ſigned the aforeſaid agree- 
. ent, renouncing all influence in the ſaid country, and had fti- 
a % lated that there ſhould be no Reſident of the ſaid Eaſt India 
* 


Tompany, in the ſaid province, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
e Jid nevertheleſs, on his return to Calcutta, after he quitted the 
ir Maid province, ſtay ſome time in the city of Benares, for the 
i purpoſe of exerciſing, contrary to his duty and faith, his own 
e influence and authority in and over the ſaid government of Oude, 
i and did leave behind him a Reſident of his own, at a known 
. yearly expence to the laid Nabob of twenty-two thouſand pounds 


e ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, That after his re- 
0 turn to Calcutta, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, contrary to 
juſtice, bring forward new charges againſt the late Reſident, 


|. John Briſtow, purporting that he the ſaid Briſtow, during his 
| 3 had paid a large eſtabliſhment of Eogliſh penſioners 
d from the revenues of the ſaid Nabob, when at the ſame time he 
Y the ſaid Warren Haſtings did well know that many of the ſaid 
- penſioners had been ſettled thereon by himſelf, and none by the 
f authority of the ſaid Briſtow, That the ſaid Warren Haſtings ' 
x did alſo corruptly leave under the aforeſaid Major Palmer a large : 
$ eſtabliſhment of Engliſh penſioners, authorized by him the ſaid 
e Warren Haſtings to be paid out of the revenues of the {aid Nabob; 


t and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thereby, in contradiction to q 
$ his faith and duty, maintain and preſerve in the ſaid province of 4 
r Oude a great intereſt, and an extenſive connection of dependants 4 
. to himſelf, at an heavy expence to the revenues of the country, 1 
e after he had altogether relinquiſhed all authority and influence q 
, therein on behalf of his lawful maſters, the Eaſt India Company. — "n 
That when the ſaid Warren Haſtings withdrew all public in- 4 
- fluence of the Eaſt India Company from the ſaid province of 
- Oude, he did (except inaſmuch as he may himſelf till have re- 
$ tained a perſona], ſecret, and unwarrantable influence therein) 4 
x wholly give up and abandon the ſaid Nabob and his territories, l 
- and the Eaſt India Company's intereſts therein, to the entire do- q 
- ——Mminion of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, without any control or 7 
s inſpection on the part of the ſaid Company, though he the ſaid - 
Warren Haſtings was well apprized of the unfitneſs of the ſaid 


r Hyder Beg for the ſaid truſt, or for any truſt, and had expreſſed | 
the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the ſaid Hyder Bez's miſconduct 4 
0 in many particular inſtances, beſides the univerſal diſorder of the | 
country; and had even intimated an opinion, that the ſaid 
„ Hyder Beg might involve our Government in a new ſcene of ö 
5 boſtilities by thoſe which his mal- adminiſtration might produce. > 
s X Andtheſaid Warren Haſtings, by his agreement aforeſaid, did fur- x 
tber leave ſundry of the great farms of revenue in the province of 
s Oude under Almas Ali han, whom he had repreſented as a diſaffect- 
t ed perſon, and whom he had ordered to be puniſhed with death. 
That by the agreement aforeſaid the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
ontrary to juſtice and to honour, did abandon all the perſons 
6 | Who 


E is 


who had acted in the reforms propoſed by himſelf, ſuch 3 
Mowlavy, Mowbain, Mahomet Cauzim, and others, expoſe! 
without any ſtipulation (weak as that ſecurity would have been) 
to the reſentment of ſo implacable a tyrant as the ſaid Hyde: 
Beg Khan, who was publicly known, and whom the ſaid War. 
ren Haſtings himſelf knew to be exaſperated againſt the ſaid per. 
ons, for the part which they had taken under the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings's own authority. 

That the Bankers, whoſe ſecurity the ſaid Warren Haſting; 
took for the payment of the ſaid Nabob Vizier's debt to the ſai 
Company, were irreſponſible perions, who ſoon after failed. 
That the pretended payment of tne Nabob's debt was delulive, 
and was not accompliſhed by the time at which the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings undertook it ſhould be diſcharged; and that the fait 
Warren Haſtings, contrary to the Britiſh faith, did violent!y 


take away a ſecurity given by John Briſtow Eſquire, late Keſi- 
dent, to a certain native Banker, called Gopal Doſs, who, in 


conſequence thereof, did make a demand for payment of the ſame 
on the Eaſt India Company, and did thereby much affect the 
faid Company's credit. 

That by violently reſtraining and anticipating the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier's reſources, for which kind of proceeding the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings had before actually accuſed and impeached the 
aforeſaid Reſident, Middleton, and by leaving the whole admi- 
niſtration of the finances of Oude to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
and the ſaid Almas Ali Than, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
much and dangerouſly affect the payments of ſucceeding years, 
notwithſtanding the annual charge on the ſaid Nabob was ex- 
ceedingly diminiſhed, yet the debt of the ſaid Nabob to the (aid 
Company did ſtand as high as four hundred thouſand pounds ſter— 
ling, or ſome other great ſum of money, in the month of July, 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- ſix: In all which acting 


and doings, and in all the ſaid wilful and corrupt neglects of duty, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath been and is guilty of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors. 

And the ſaid Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, by proteſta- 
tion, ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any time 
hereafter, any further articles, or other accuſation or impeach- 
ment againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire; and alſo of 
replying to his anſwers which he ſhall make unto the faid 
articles, or any of them, and of offering proof to the aforeſaid 
articles, and to all and every other articles, impeachment, or 


accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, as the caſe ſhall, * 
according to the courſe of Parliament, require, do pray that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire, may be put to anſwer the ſaid RF 
crimes and miſdemeanors; and that ſuch proceedings, examina- 
tions, trials, and judgments, may be thereupon had and given, 


as is agreeable to law and juſtice, 
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WARREN HASTINGS Eſquire, 


EY. THE 


ARTICLES exhibited by the Knights, 


Citizens, and Burgeſſes in Parliament 
aſſembled, in the Name of themſelves, 
and of all the Commons of GREAT 
BRITAIN, in maintenance of their Im- 
peachment againſt him for High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors ſuppoſed to have been 
by him committed. | 


HE ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſaving to 
himſelf all Advantages of Exception 

to the ſaid Articles, for the Generality, 
Uncertainty, and Inſufficiency thereof, and of 
not being prejudiced by any Words, or. Want 
of Form, in this his Anſwer; and alſo as to ſeve- 
ral of the Matters with which the ſaid Warren 
ile Fo B Haſtings 
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Haſtings is by the ſaid Articles charged, pro- 
teſting, that he is not bound to give any Anſwer 
thereunto, inaſmuch as the ſame do not contain 
or amount to any Crime or Offence known to 
the Law of England, admits that the United 
Company of Merchava of England trading to 
the Eaſt Indies, have for a long Time paſt 
carried on an extenſive Trade, obtained great 
Territorial Poſſeſſions and Revenues, entered 
into various Alliances and Connections, and 
waged frequent Wars with the Native Powers 
in India; and that it became neceſſary that the 
faid United Company ſhould create certain great 
Offices for the Management of their Affairs, 
and the various Concerns from them reſulting z 
and that the Office created and known by the 
Name of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, was an Office of fuch high 
Truſt, Power, and Dignity, as is ſtated in the 
Introduction to the ſaid Articles; and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that having been em- 
ployed, during a Period of many Years, in va- 
rious Departments of the Civil Service of the 
Eaſt India Company, he was lawfully conſtituted 
and appointed to ſucceed to the ſaid Office; and 
that he did ſucceed to the {ame at ſuch Time, 
and in ſuch Manner, as in the ſaid Introduc- 
tion is alſo ſtated, And he further ſays, that an 
Act of Parliament was paſſed in the Thirteenth 
Year of His preſent Majeſty, with ſuch Title to 
the ſame as in the ſaid Introduction is mention- 
ed, by which it was enacted, © That for the Go- 
« vernment of the Preſidency of Fort William 
in Bengal, there ſhould be appointed a Go- 
cc vernor General and Four Counſellors; and 
te that the whole Civil and Military Govern- 

„ ment 


tt 


ce ment of the ſaid Preſidency, and alſo the Or- 
« dering, Management, and Government of all 
« the Territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues in 
« the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, 
« ſhould, during ſuch Time as the Territorial 
e Acquiſitions and Revenues ſhould remain in 
e the Poſſeſſion of the United Company, be and, 
« were thereby veſted in the faid Governor Ge— 
« neral and Council of the ſaid Preſidency of 
« Fort William in Bengal, in like Manner, to 
de al] Intents and Purpoſes whatloever, as the 
c ſame then were, or at any Time theretofore 
e might have been exerciſed by the Preſident 
* and Council, or Select Committee in the ſaid 
« Kingdoms:“ And that it was by the ſaid Act 
further enacted, © That in all Caſes whatſoever, 
wherein any Difference of Opinion ſhould 
* ariſe, upon any Queſtion propoſed in any Con- 
© {ultation, the faid Governor General and Coun- 
* ci] ſhould be bound and concluded by the 
Opinion and Deciſion of the major Part of 
ce thoſe preſent; and if it ſhould happen, that 
ce by the Death or Removal, or by the Abſence 
* of any of the Members of the ſaid Council, 
* ſuch Governor General and Council ſhould 
* happen to be equally divided, then in every 
© ſuch Caſe the ſaid Governor General, or in his 
© Abſence the eldeſt Counſellor preſent, ſhould 
have a Caſting Voice, and his Opinion ſhould 
„ be deciſive and concluſive,” And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Governor 
General and Council, or the major Part of them, 
were by the ſaid Act authorized to ſuperintend 
and control the Government and Management 
of the Preſidencies of Madras, Bombay, and 
Bencoolen reſpectively; but that no Power, Au- 

| B 2 thority, 
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thority, Dignity, Truſt, or Reſponſibility, were 
by the ſaid Act ſpecially annexed to the ſaid Office 
of Governor General, otherwiſe than is herein 
before mentioned: And the ſaid Warren Ha— 
ſtings admits, that upon the due and incorrupt 
Execution of the jaid Office of Governor Gene- 
ral, thus conſtituted, the ſeveral important In- 
tereſts ſtated in the ſaid Introduction did in an 
eſpecial Manner depend: Arid the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings does with Gratitude acknowledge, that 
he was originally appointed to the ſaid Office of 
Governor General by the Act of Parliament 
aforeſaid, for the Term of Five Years; and that 
he was afterwards, by another Act of Parliament 
paſſed in the Nineteenth Year of the Reign of 
His preſent Majeſty, again appointed to the ſame 
Office for the Term of One Year, from the Fifth 
Day of April, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-nine; and that by an Act made in the 
Twentieth Year of the Reign of His preſent 
Majeſty, he was continued in the ſaid Office 
for the further Term of One Year; and that 
in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-one, he was once more, being the 
Fourth Time, honoured with the ſame Appoint- 
ment by the ſame Authority for the Term of 
Ten Years; And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
humbly begs leave to obſerve, that many of 
the Matters now charged againſt him, as High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors, had been fully car- 
ried into Execution, and Accounts thereof for- 
mally tranſmitted to the Court of Directors of 
the ſaid United Company, and by them in due 
Courſe ſubmitted to the Conſideration of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters, prior to ſeveral of his ſaid 
ſucceſſive Appointments to the ſaid Office herein 

above 
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above ſet forth; ard the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
truſts, that it will be allowed him in this Place 
to allirm, that te never, directly or AEST 
at any Time made, or cauled to be made, any 
Application, Suit „ Or Requeſt whatſoever, to 
any of His Mzzettv's Miniſters, to the Directors 
of the Kalt India Company, or any of them, 


or to any other Perſon or Deſcription of Per- 


ſons whatſoever, either for the Purpoſe of pro- 
curing himſelf to be originally : ppointedd to, 
or afterwards continued in, the {aid Office; and 
that the ſaid Office, firſt conferred upon him, 

in a Seaſon of great Difficulty and Embarraſſ- 
ment, affecting peculiarly the Intereſts of the 
Faſt India Company, was repeatedly afterwards 
conferred at Periods of imminent Danger and 
Diſtreſs, affecting qually the general Intereſts 
of the whole Britith 1 Empire: And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings admits, that he continued to act in 
the ſaid Office until the Month of February, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- five, at 
which Time Peace being reſtored to every Part 
of the Britiſh Dominions in India, and ſeveral im- 
portant Arrangements with the Country Powers, 
and in the internal Regulation of the Affairs of 
the ſaid Company, in the ſaid Government, com- 
pleted, he voluntarily reſigned the fame. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings further admits, that 
he was bound, by all the ſolemn Obligations 
ſtared in the [aid Introduction, faithfully | to diſ- 
charge the Truſts repoſed in him during all the 
Time that he ſo continued to act in the ſaid Of- 
ice: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denics, that 
he ever entertained any of the baſe or corrupt 
Views or Deſigns, or was actuated by any ſuch 
Motives, or aimed at the Attainment of any 


ſuch 
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ſuch Objects, as are in and by the ſaid Intro. 
duction ſuggeſted and charged againſt him: And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings further denies that he 
has been guilty of any unwarrantable or crimi- 
nal Practices whatſoever, or that he has in any 
Manner violated the Duties of his ſaid Station, 
or that by any Acts whatſoever done or commit- 
ted by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings in the 
Exerciſe of his ſaid Office, the Welfare of the 
Eaſt India Company has ſuffered, the Happi- 
neſs of the Native Inhabitants of India been di- 
miniſhed, their Confidence in Engliſh Faith and 
Lenity ſhaken or impaired, or the Honour of 
the Crown and the Character of the Nation been 
in any Manner degraded. On the contrary, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings does ſolemnly affirm, that, 
during the whole Period of his long and ar- 
duous Government, he did ſteadily and uniform- 
ly, according to the beſt of his Judgment, and 
the Means within his Power, purſue and en- 
deavour to advance the Intereſts of the Faſt 
India Company and the Britiſh Nation; and he 
truſts that, in the Reſult of ſuch Examination 
as his Conduct will receive from the Wiſdom 
and Juſtice of your Lordſhips, it will appear, 
that the Welfare of the Eaſt India Company has 
been, Curing the Exerciſe of his ſaid Office, 
materially promoted, the Happineſs of the Na- 
tive Inhabitants of India protected and increaſed, 
their Confidence in Engliſh Faith and Lenity 
conciliated and confirmed, and the Honour of 
the Crown, and the Character of the Britiſh 
Nation, induſtriouſly and ſucceſsfully maintain- 
ed, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, before he 
proceeds to anſwer the ſeveral Articles wherewith 
he ſtands charged, humbly begs leave to . 
that 


1 
that whereas the ſaid Articles do in many In- 
ſtances contain long Narrations and Recitals of 
ſuppoſed Facts and Circumſtances, which do 
neither in themſelves import, nor are materially 
relevant to any criminal Charge againſt him, he 
humbly preſumes to hope, that, in ſubmitting 
to anſwer the ſame, he ſhall not be underſtood 
to admit ſuch Narrations or Recitals to con- 
tain any Matter of criminal Charge, or that he 
ſhall thereby preclude himſelf from inſiſting that 


he was not by Law required to make anſwer 
thereunto. 


AND WHEREAS the true Nature of many 
Meaſures, charged againſt him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings as Offences, can only be made appear 
by a full Expoſition and Detail of the general 
State of Public Affairs at the Times when ſuch 
Meaſures were reſpectively adopted, and by a 
particular Explanation of the ſeveral Motives 
which induced the Adoption of ſuch Meaſures ; 
yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, conceiving that 
an Anſwer framed in that Extent would have 
been inconſiſtent with the uſual Courſe of your 
Lordſhips Proceedings, and that ſuch Matters 
may bemore properly reſerved for Evidence and 
Defence in a future Stage of this Proceeding ; 
he will endeavour, as much as poſſible, to con- 
fine his Anſwer to a plain Denial or Admiſſion 
of the Facts in the ſaid Articles ſtated, and 
in general to abſtain from all Expoſition and 
Detail of the Meaſures and Facts themſelves, 
and of the Motives from which the ſame ori- 
ginated, except where ſuch Expoſition and De- 
tail are immediately neceſſary for the Purpoſe of 
rendering his Anſwer intelligible; and he humbly 

hopes, 


$$: 
hopes, that your Lordſhips Juſtice will not 
ſuffer any Concluſions to be drawn to his Diſad- 
vantage from fuch his Anſwer to the faid 
Articles, but will allow him to enter into ſuch 
Expoſition and Detail, when he ſhall hereafter 
be permitted to make his Defence at your 
Lordſhips Bar. AND FURTHER, inaſmuch 
as many of the Facts in the ſaid Articles ſtated 
or referred to did not fall within the perſonal 
Knowledge of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
could only be known to him by Intelligence 
' tranſmitted to him by other Perſons, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings humbly preſumes to hope, 
that the Admiſſions and Denials by him made 
will, in ſuch Caſes, be conſtrued only to mean 
that Intelligence was by him received to the 
Effect ſtated in his ſaid Anſwer. AND FUR. 
THER, inaſmuch as ſeveral Facts and Cir- 
cumftances ſtated in the ſaid Articles are com- 
plicated with various Aggravations and In- 
ferences, ſo as to render it extremely difficult 
for him to acknowledge ſome of ſuch Facts 
and Circumſtances, wichout acknowledging, or 
ſeeming to acknowledge, the Inferences drawn 
therefrom, or the Aggravations wherewith they 
are accompanied, the faid Warren Haſtings fur- 
ther hopes that he may, without any Violation 
of the ordinary Couric of your Lordſhips Pro- 
ceedings, be allowed to diſtinguiſh between 
Acts themſelves, and the Inferences drawn from 
them by the faid Articles; and that whenever 
he admits any Fact, he may not be underſtood 
to admit that ſuch Fact was by him done or 
committed upon ſuch Motives, and with ſuch 
Deſigns, or in ſuch Manner, as 1s ſuggeſted in 


the ſaid Articles, And with thele Reſervations, 
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as to ſo much of the ſaid Articles as it is 
material or neceflary for him to anſwer, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings anſwers as follows: 


FIRST ARTICLE, 


O THE FIRST ARTICLE the faid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, That Rajah Bul- 

want Sing therein named, was not a Chief in any 
Senle of the Word, which imports independent 
and ſovereign Power, nor was he a Zemindar 
of certain Provinces, as in the ſaid Article is 
alledged, dependent upon the Mogul Empire, 
through Sujah Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and 
Vizier of the ſaid Empire: And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings ſays, that in or about the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Sixt y-four, the 
Preſident and Council of Fort William did de- 
clare, that the ſaid Bulwant Sing having, in the 
Courſe of the War between the b aſt India Com- 
pany and Sujah Dowla, acted a wavering and 
double Part, was, 1n their Opinion, a Perion in 
whom no Confidence ought to be placed: And 
the ſaid Prefident and Council did, in their In- 
ſtructions ro Major Hector Munro, who then 
commanded the Troops of the ſaid Company, 
lignify their Deſire, that, in caſe the faid Bul- 
want Sing had not been permirted to join the 
{aid Major Munro, and the Forces under his 
Command, or in cafe the ſaid Major Munro had 
not entered into any Engagements with the ſaid 
Bulwant Sing, he ſhould be diſpoſſeſſed of the 
C Country 
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Country which he held, and that his Perſon 
ſhould, if poſlible, be ſecured: And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings further ſays, that it appears, 
by the Public Correſpondence of the Preſidency 
at Fort William of that Period, that the ſaid 


Bulwant Sing having made certain Propoſals to 


the laid Major Munro, who agreed to accept 
the ſame, the ſaid Bulwant Sing did thereby 
become bound to join, and did, in fact, join 
the Forces under the Command of the ſaid Ma- 
jor Munro; but that he did afterwards, in Vio— 
lation of his laid Engagement, deſert from the 
Britiſh Army, and did not return till after the 
Defeat of the ſaid Sujah Dowlah by the Forces 
of the jail Company: That it allo appears that 
the laid Bulwant Sing was 2gain received back, 
on the Faith oi certain Promiſes made by Ge- 
neral Cornac and Randolph Marriott Eſquire, 
who concluded an Agreement with the faid Bul- 
want Sing, witnout the Knowledge and Privity, 
and contrary to the Sentiments and Wiſhes of 
the Preſident and Ccuncil; and that the ſaid 
Preſident and Council did thortly afterwards de- 
clare the {aid Bulwant Sing to be a Perſon in 
whom no Confidence could be ſafely placed, 
and with whom no Agreement ought to have 
been maile; but that, as he had been received 
back on the Faith of Promiſes made by the 
laid General Carnac and the {aid Randolph Mar- 
riott, the Preſident and Council reſolved to 
abide by the ſame, though they wiſhed none had 
been made: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings fur- 
ther ſays, that he knows of no other Manner in 
which the {aid Bulwant Sing attached himſelf 
to the Britiſh Naticn, nor in which he was of 
Service to the Affairs and Intereſts of Great 
Britain, 
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Pritain, though the ſaid Warren Hlaaſtings ad- 
mits, that the Court of Directors did declare 
2n Opinton, to the Effect ſtated in the ſaid 
Article. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that, 
by a Treaty of Peace concluded at Allahabad in 
the Year One thouland Seven hundred and 
Sixty-five, between Sujah Dowla, Nudjum ul 
Dowla, then Nabob of Bengal, and the Eng- 
liſh Company, the ſaid Sujah Dowla did engage 
to continue the ſaid Bulwant Sing in all the 
Diſtricts he poſſeſſed at the Time he came over 
to the Nabob Jaffier Allee Khan, and the Engliſh, 
on condition of his paving the ſame Revenue as 
he had theretofore paid, and which Country of 
Benares, and other Diſtricts, are, in the Seventh 
Article of the ſame Treaty, deicribed as being 
then rented by the ſaid Bulwant Sing: And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that the {aid Bul- 
want Sing retained to his Death the Poſſeſſion 
of the ſaid Diſtricts. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that, 
by the Influence of the Britiſh Bengal Govern- 
ment, and in conſideration of a Nazerannah, or 
Fine, of Seventeen Lacks of Rupees, and an an— 
nual Increaſe of Two and a Halt Lacks of Ru- 
pees to the former Rent paid to the Vizier, 
Rajah Cheyt Sing in the ſaid Article mentioned, 
was allowed to hold the ſaid Diſtricts, and was, 
in the Lear One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy, inveſted with the Government thereof, 
on ſuch Terms as his Father had held the es 
the Difference of Annuai Rent only excepted. 


© 2 AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſlings ſaye, that, 


in conſequence of ſuch Powers as are in the laid 
Article ſtated, he did procure an Agreement 
from the Nabob Sujah Dowla, wher :eby the ſaid 
Sujah Dowla granted and confirmed the Affairs 
of the Zemindary and Tahud of the Sircar of 
Benares, and other Diſtricts therein mentioned 
and deicribed to have been under the Charge of 
Rajah Bulwant Sing, to the ſaid Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, upon their former Footing, excepting only 
the Increaſe of Rent herein before mentioned: 

And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that by 
the laid Agreement, to which he craves Leave to 
refer, it was, amonaſt other Things, provided, 
that no Increaſe of the ſaid Rent ſhouid be ever 
demanded, which Agreement was expreſicd to 
be made between the ſaid Nabob Sujah Dowla 
and his Heirs, and the ſaid Cheyt Sing and his 
Heirs: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by 
an Engagement in Writing, aſſure the ſaid Cheyt 
Sing, that ſo long as he ſhould make the Pay- 
ments to the Vizier, which were thereby eita- 
bliſhed, the Company would attend to his Wel- 
fare, and afford him their Care and Protection, 
and that in the ſaid Agreements there ſhould 
never be any Breach or Deviation, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that he was bound to afford the Protection of 
the Eaſt India Company to the ſaid Rajah, and 
to prevent the Vizier from breaking through, 
or deviating from, the ſaid Treaties, ſo long as 
oy were faithfully obſerved by the ſaid Cheyt 

ing. 


AND 


o N 4 2 * Bs 22 » 1 " 


(18-4 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings further 
admits, that the Reſident at the Court of Oude 
did, ſome Time in the Year One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Seventy-fhve, by the Directions of 
the Governor General and Council, the faid 
Warren Haſtings being then Governor General, 
interfere, for the Purpoſe of preventing the faid 
Vizier from levying a Sum of Money from the 
laid Cheyt Sing, on account of the Rent pay— 
able for the ſaid Diſtricts, before the ſame had 
become due; and believes that the ſaid Reſident 
did, at the ſame Time, make Declarations to 
the ſaid Vizier, to the Effect ſtated in the ſaid 
Firſt Article, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the above Stipulations in favour of the Rajah, 
were fully known to, and ratified and confirm- 


ed by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the 


ſaid Council; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
does not know that any other Stipularions in 
favour of the ſaid Rajah were ever confirmed or 
ratified by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Board of Council at Fort William having 
reſolved (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings diſſenting 
from ſuch Reſolution) thar the Treaties made 
with the late Nabob Vizier did not remain in 
force, but expired at his Death, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did, in the courſe of conſidering 
what new Treaty ſhould be thereupon negoct- 
ated with the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla, bring 
torward ſundry Propoſitions, One of which was 


to the Effect in the ſaid Firſt Article mentioned, 


which faid laſt- mentioned Propoſition was agreed 
to 
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to by the Board, but the ſame was never after- 
wards carried into Execution ; but for the Par- 
ticulars of the Proccedings of the ſaid Board 
relative to that Subject, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings craves Leave to refer to the ſame, when 
the ſame ſhall be hereafter produced. And 
the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that 
by a Treaty concluded on the Twenty-firſt 
May, One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
five, between the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla 
and the Eaſt India Company, and to which, 
for the Contents and Effect thereof, he craves 
Leave to refer, the ſaid Nabob did give up 
unto the ſaid Company all the Diſtricts depend- 
ant on Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the 
Land and Water Duties, and the Sovereignty 
of the ſaid Diſtricts in Perpetuity; and the ſaid 
Company were impowered, within One Month 
and an Half from the Date of the Treaty, 
to take upon themſelves the Sovereignty and 
Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Diſtricts. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that at a Meeting of 
the Board of Council, held the Twelfth Day 
of June, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-five, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
lay before the Board for their Conſideration a 
Minute, ſtating, amoneſt other Things, © That 
the Sovereignty of the Zemindary 'of Benares 
« and its Dependencies having been ceded in 
% Perpetuity to the Honourable Company by 
„the Fifth Article of the Treaty lately formed 
« with the Nabob Aſoph 6 Dowla, it became 
immediately neceſſary to determine in what 
« Manner that Right ſhould be exercifed, and 
* the regular Payment of the Revenue due 
© from the Rajah ſecured, —And the ſaid 
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c Warren Haſtings did accbrdingly move that 
« the Subject ſhould be taken into Conſidera- 


« tion of the Board, and ſubmitted to their 


« Correction and Approval a Plan of Settle- 
“ ment with Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be obſerved 
ce until the Pleaſure of the Company reſpeCting 
ce it ſhould be known, declaring his Readineſs 
* to acquielce in any other which might be pro- 
ce poſed on Terms by which more effectual Pro- 
« viſion might be made for the Intereſt of the 
. E ee. without an Encroachment on the 

juſt Rights of the Rajah, or the Engage- 
5 3 actually ſubſiſting with him.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that by the Plan laid before the Council 
at Fort William in Bengal, upon that Occaſion, 
ſeveral Propoſitions were ſuggeſted as a Plan of 
Settlement with Rajah Cheyt Sing, in conſe— 
quence of the Celſion made by the Nabob 
Aſoph ul Dowla to the Eaſt India Company, of 
the Sovereignty of the Poſſeſſions which the 
ſaid Cheyt Sing then held. But the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings denies that the ſaid Propoſitions 
were laid before the Board for the Purpoſe of 
carrying into Effect any Intention of the Board 
to render the ſaid Rajah more independant, or 
that the ſaid Board had, by any Reſolution or 
Public Act, ſublequent to the ſaid Ceſſion ſo 
made as aforeſaid, maniteſted any ſuch Inten- 
tion, And as to the Intention or Opinion of 
the individual Members who compoled the ſaid 
Board, Colonel Monſon, then being of the ſaid 
Council, did, in conſidering the aid Propoſi- 
tions, enter, upon the Conſultations of the ſaid 
Council, his Opinion, that no Conceſſion * 
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be made to the ſaid Rajah, but that he ſhould 
remain exactly in the ſame State of Dependance 
and Subordination to the Company as he was in 
to the Nabob; and General Clavering, being 
alſo of the ſaid Council, did likewiſe enter his 
Opinion, that the Rajah ſhould hold his Ze- 
mindary of the Company on the lame Footing 
preciſely that he held it of the late Nabob ; 

and that if the Adrhiniſtration of Juſtice were 
given him, a ſuitable Equivalent ſhould be 
obtained, equal to the Advantages that might 
acrue to him from it. But the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings fays, that it was his Object in pro- 

poſing the laid Plan, to render the Rajah more 
independant than he had been, and to prevent 
him from being reduced to what he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did call the mean and de- 
praved State of a mere Zemindar, and to raiſe 
him to a Situation of Power and Dignity un— 
known to any of his Anceitors; but the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings demies that he did thereby 
intend in any Degree to weaken or diminiſh 
the Right of Sovereignty belonging to the ſaid 
Company over the Poſſeſſions and Government 
of the ſaid Rajah, or to change the Nature of 
the Relation in which the ſaid Rajah then ſtood 
to the ſaid Company, as holding Poſſeſſions 
1ubje& to their Sovereignty, or to ſuperſede 
or diſpenſe with any of the Duties which as 
a Vallal, and in reſpect of his ſaid Tenure, 
he then owed to the ſaid Company; for the 
{aid Warren Haſtings did expreſsly and in Terms 
propole, that the ſaid Rajah ſhould be em- 
powered to exerciſe a complete and uncon- 
trolled Authority over his Zemindary, under 
the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Honour- 
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able Company in the Government of the Coun- 


try dependant on him, in the Collection of the 
Revenue, and in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
And che ſaid Warren Haſtings did further in 
expreſs Terms declare, that the ſaid Rajah was 
bound for the Performance of Duty as a Vaſſal 
to the ſaid Company. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
Thar the ſaid Board did agree to the ſaid Pro- 
poſal, adding thereto, that a Compenſation 
ſhould be demanded of the ſaid Rajah for the 
Cutwally. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
That he did propoſe that Sunnuds ſhould be 
granted to the ſaid Rajah, ſpecially conferring 
upon him the Power of appointing Officers to 
the Charge of the Cutwally and the Mint of Be- 
nares, the latter to be ſubject to ſuch Orders and 
Regulations as the Governor General and Coun- 
eil ſhould at any Time think it proper to decree 
and he did further propoſe, that the ſaid Ra- 


Jah ſhould hold his Right to the ſaid Mint, on 


condition of his faithful Obſervance of ſuch 
Regulations. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings de- 
nies that by ſuch Propoſal he did intend to 
convey to the ſaid Cheyt Sing any Rights incon- 
ſiſtent with the Sovereign Power of the ſaid 
Company over his ſaid Poſſeſſions; for the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did on the contrary ex- 
preſsly declare, and enter ſuch his Opinions upon 
the Conlultations of the Council, that the Grant 
of the ſaid Offices to the ſaid Rajah by ſpe- 
cial Sunnuds, would be a ſufficient Expreſſion 
of the Sovercignty of the ſaid Company; to 
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which the ſaid Warren Haſtings did add, that 


the ſolemn Renunciation of the faid Sovercignty, 
made by the Nabob of Oude, was the beſt and 
moſt valid Charter under which it could be 
claimed; and that while the ſaid Company had 
1'hree Brigades, and a full Treaſury to aſſiſt it, 
there was no Fear that their Right to it would 
be oppoled by Reaſonings, drawn from implied 
Symbols of Dominion, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
That the Board did afterwards agree to the 
Jerms of the ſaid Propoſal reſpecting the Cut- 
Wally and the Mint, adding thereto a Condition, 
that the Rajah mould pay an annual Compen- 
ſation to the Company for ſuch Cutwally and 
Mint, and oblige himlelf ro coin Money of the 


preciſe Standard only » Which ſhould be fixed by 
the Board. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, That 
having ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the 
Board certain Propoſitions connected with, and 
dependent on each other, as forming a general 

Plan of Settlement between the ſaid Cheyt Sing 
and the Ealt India Company, which Propoſi- 
tions afterwards underwent material Alterations 
by the Board, he did, amongſt the reſt, and as 
Part of his original Propoſitions, recommend, 
that while the Rajah ſhould continue faithful to 
the Engagements thereby propoſed to be re- 
quired trom the ſaid Rajah, and while he ſhould 
continue punctual in his Payments, and ſhould 
pay due Obedience to the Authority of the 
Company, no more Demands ſhould be made 
upon him of any Kind by the ſaid Company; 

nor, 
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nor, upon any Pretence whatſoever, ſhould any 
Perſon be allowed to interfere with his Autho- 
rity, or to diſturb the Peace of his Country, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
Reſolutions formed by the ſaid Board of Council 
were ordered to be communicated to the ſaid 
Rajah Chet Sing, by Francis Fowke Eſquire, 
the then Reſident at Benares, who was at the 
ſame Time directed to notify to the ſaid Cheyt 
Sing the Sovereignty of the ſaid Company 
over all the Territories of his faid Zemindary, 
and to receive from him, on account of the 1aid 
Company, and in their Name, a Nuzzeranna, 
or Acknowledgment of his Vaſſalage. 


AND tie ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, That he did, in effect, declare, in pro- 
poſing the ſaid Plan, that the voluntary Reſtraint 
which the ſaid Government of the ſaid Com- 
pany would, if the ſame was carried into Exe- 
cution, lay on its own Actions, was calculated 
to produce the Effects in the Firſt Article 
mentioned. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
lays, that he did propoſe, as Fart of his 
Plan, that in return for certain Conceſſions to 
be made to t+e ſaid Cheyt Sing, and for the 
Performance of his Duty as a Vaſſa! to the Com- 
pany, the ſaid Rajah ſhould engage to maintain 
in conſtant Pay, and ready at all Times for 
immediate Service, ſuch Body of Cavalry, and 
upon ſuch Terms, as are in the ſaid Firit Article 
mentioned; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did not at the Time of propoling the 
ſaid Plan declare, that it was far from his 
Intention to propoſe the above, or any other 
Article, to be impoſed on the ſaid Rajah by 
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Compulſion : But the ſaid Warren Haftings 
fays, that he did make ſuch Declaration at a 
tublequent Period, viz. in the Month of July, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-five. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further admits, 
that the Board did finally reſolve, in or about 
the Month of July, in the Year One thouland 
Seven hundred and Seventy-five, that it ſhould 
be recommended to the ſaid Cheyt Sing, to kee 
up Two thouſand Cavalry, to be diſciplined after 
the European Manner; but that there ſhould be 
no Obligation on him ſo to do. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
fays, That neither by all or any of the ſeveral 
Acts, Agreements, Treaties, or Stipulations 
above mentioned, nor by any other within the 
Knowledge of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was 
the ſaid Cheyt Sing under the Authority of the 
Eaſt India Company confirmed and ſecured in 
the free and uncontrolled Authority in the Re- 
gulations and Government of his Zemindary, 


in the Manner and to the Extent ſtated in the 
laid Firſt Article. 


THE faid Warren Haſtings fays, That he 
was bound by the Duties of his Office, and by 
the Ties of Juſtice and Public Faith, to adhere 
to every Treaty, Stipulation, and Engagement, 
ſabſiſting between the Company and the ſaid 
Rajah, according to the plain Senſe and true 
Underſtanding thereof, ſo long as the faid Rajah 
ſhould on his Part faithfully diſcharge the Duties 
reſulting from his Relation to the ſaid Com- 


Pany. 
AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that on or about the Seventh Day of July, Chis 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-eight, 
Intelligence was received by the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, of a War between Great 
Britain and France; and the Governor Genera) 
and Council deeming ſuch Intelligence authen- 
tic, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in conſe- 
quence thereof, on the Ninth Day of the ſame 
Month, amongſt other Meaſures, propoſe, and 
it was by the ſaid Board accordingly reſolved, 
„ That Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhoutd be re- 
* quired, in Form, to contribute his Share to 
„ the Burthen of the War, by the Eſtabliſh- 
% ment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, 
© to be raiſed and maintained at his Expence:“ 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, as Gover- 
nor General, requeſted to write to the ſaid 
Cheyt Sing to that Effect. And the faid 
Warren Haſtings denies that he did propole 
the ſaid Reſolution, or concur therein, in 
Breach of any Duty or Truſt repoſed in 
him, or in Contradiction to any Treaty, Sti- 
pulation, or Engagement, exiſting between the 
taid Company and the ſaid Rajah, or from alt 
or any of the . corrupt or criminal Motives, or 
with any of the Views in the ſaid Firſt Ar- 
ticle charged upon htm. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further denies, that the State of the 
Treaſury was ſuch as to render the ſaid Mea- 
fure unneceſſary, or that there were any other 
Perſons in Situations ſimilar to that of the ſaid 
Cheyt Sing, upon whom any Levy or Demand 
of Contribution then could or ought to have 
been made. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 

further 
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further ſays, that in purſuance of the ſaid Vote 
of Council of the Ninth of July, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy-eight, he did, or. 
the Eleventh of the ſame Month, write a Let- 
ter to the ſaid Rajah, of which the following E 
a Copy: 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing.“ 

WAK having been declared between the 
“ Courts of Great Britain and France; by the 
„former on the Eighteenth of March, and by 
« the latter on the Thirtieth of March; I am 
* to requeſt of you, in my own Name, and 
<< that of the Board, as a Subject of the Com- 
* pany, bound to promote their Intereſt on 
« every Occaſion, to contribute your Share of 
* the Burthen of the preſent War, which will 
« equally affect your Intereſt and ours. It has 
* been determined by the Board, that an Efta- 
« bliſhment of Three regular Battalions of Se- 
* poys, to be commanded by Britiſh Officers, 
« be raiſed and maintained at your Expence, 
* and employed on ſuch Service as the Situa- 
tion of Affairs may require. I have no Doubt 
but, regarding this Meafure equally condu- 
« cive to your own and the Company's Intereſt, 
« you will, with the greateſt Readinels, com- 
« ply; and I hope you will intimate your Con- 
« {ent without Delay.” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that he did receive from the ſaid Cheyt 
Sing the following Anſwer to the ſaid Letter: 
„ have been honoured by the Receipt of your 
*+ gracious Letter, communicating the Intelli- 
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« gence of a War having broke out between 
« the Courts of Great Britain and France, and 
« deſiring me to take on myſelf a Share of 
« the Burthen of Expence. My Patron, I am 
« the Servant of the Sircar; I will write you 
* more fully hereafter. On all Occaſions I am 
«* hopeful of your Highnels's Favour and Sup- 
% port.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did, upon the Seventeenth of Augult, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-eighr, 
lay before the Board the ſaid Letter; and did 
at the ſame Time inform the Board, as the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings avers the Fact to have been, 
that having called upon the Rajah's Vackeel for 
an Explanation of his Maſter's further Senti- 
ments upon the Subject of it, he was aſſured 
by the ſaid Vackeel that the ſaid Rajah was 
at all Times ready to pay Obedience to the 
Commands of the Board, and to afford every 
Proof of his Attachment to the Company ; 
and that the Rajah had authorized him to de- 
clare his Acquieſcence in the Requiſition of a 
Subſidy, equal to the Expence of Three Batta- 
lions of Sepoys, for the Service of the War; 
and that the ſaid Vackee] contended much for fix- 
ing the Sum of the Subſidy at Three Lacks of 
Rupees but the faid Warren Haſtings having 
told him it could not be leſs than Five, the ſaid 
Vackeel did conſent, in the Name of the ſaid 
Rajah, and in virtue of the Authority which 
he derived from him, to the Payment of that 
Sum, for One Year, alledging that his Autho- 
rity extended no further. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further ſays, that it was unanimouſ] 

reſolved at the ſaid Board, that the Subſidy to 
be paid by the ſaid Rajah for the Maintenance 


of 
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of Three Battalions of Sepoys, during the War, 
ſhould be fixed at the Annual Sum of Five 
Lacks of Muchlidar Rupees; and that he 
ſhould be immediately required to pay that 
Sum into the Hands of the Reſident, Mr. 
Graham. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings fur- 
ther ſays, that the ſaid Reſolution was com- 
municated to the ſaid Cheyt Sing, who, after 
various Attempts to delay the Payment of the 
ſaid Sum, on the Plea of Inability, did at 
length pay it, in conformity to the ſaid Re- 
ſolution. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that the ſaid Sum of Money was extorted from 
the ſaid Cheyt Sing, or that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings is in any Manner criminal in reſpect 
to the Demand or Receipt thereof, or that in 
the whole, or any Part of the ſaid Mcaſure, he 
was actuated by any of the corrupt Motives 
cr Views in the ſaid Firſt Article charged upon 
him, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that in or about the Month of July, in the 
Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
nine, it was unanimouſly agreed in Council, on 
the Motion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that 
the ſaid Cheyt Sing ſhould be required to contri- 
bute the Sum of Five Lacks, as his Share for 
the Expence of the War for the current Year; 
and it was at the ſame Time agreed that the 
Governor General and Council ſhould be re- 
quired to write to the ſaid Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
acquainting him that the Period of One Year, 
for which he bad agreed to pay Five Lacks of 
Muchlidar Rupees, as his Share of the Burthen 
of the War with France, on the Seventeenth of 
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Auguſt, One thouſand Seven hundred and Se- 
venty-eight, was expired, and as the Continua- 
tion of the War ſtill made it neceſſary to main- 
tain the ſame Eſtabliſhment of Troops for the 
Defence of the Country, that the Board deem- 
ed it requiſite that he ſhould at that Time con- 
tribute the further Sum of Five Lacks of Much- 
lidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Charge 
for the current Year; and that therefore the 
Reſident had been directed to apply to him for 
the ſame. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did accordingly write a Letter to the 
jaid Cheyt Sing, to that Effect. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings inſiſts, that the ſaid Rajah 
Cheyt Sing was bound to comply with the ſaid 
Demand, and that he was fully able ſo to do; 
notwithſtanding which, and although repeated 
Applications were by the ſaid Reſident made to 
the ſaid Cheyt Sing, for the Payment of the 
laid Sum of Money, the ſaid Cheyt Sing falſely 
alledged that it was abſolutely out of his Power 
to raiſe the Sum required, and did on ſuch 
Pretence withhold the Payment thereof, And 
the ſaid Reſident having repreſented to the 
Board that he had continued to renew the ſaid 
Demand on the Rajah every Second Day, and 
finding that he held to the Terms of his Firſt 
Refuſal, and ſeeing no Probability of a ſpeedy 
Change 3 in his Sentiments, he was unavoidably 
reduced to the Neceſſity of applying to the 
Board for further Inſtructions; whereupon it 
became the Duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and of the ſaid Council, to have recourle to 
ſome effectual Method to enforce the Payment 
thereof ; and it was accordingly reſolved by the 
Board, on the Motion of the ſaid Warren 
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Haſtings, that the Commander in Chief ſhould 
be directed to iſſue an Order for the March 
of Two Battalions of Sepoys to Benares, on the 
Requiſition of Mr. Thomas Graham, and there 

to remain for the further Orders of the Board; 
that the whole Expence of that Detachment, 
from the Day of its March, ſhould be paid by 
the Rajah of Benares; that ſuch Reſolution 
ſhould be communicated to him by the Go- 
vernor General; and that the Reſident ſhould 
be ordered to inform the Rajah of it, repeating 
his Demand for the Sum required; and in caſe 
of his Refuſal or Non-compliance with the ſaid 
Demand, the Reſident ſhould give immediate 
Notice to the Officer in Command of the De- 
tachment, that he might march accordingly, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that he did accordingly, by Letter, and by 
means of the ſaid Reſident, appriſe the ſaid 
Rajah of ſuch Reſolution, who having after— 
wards promiſed to pay the ſaid Sum, did not- 
withſtanding renew his ſaid falſe Pretence of In- 
ability, and withhold the Payment thereof, to 
the great Injury of the public Service; where- 
upon the ſaid Reſident, in purſuance of the 
aforeſaid Directions of the Board, did require 
Major Camac to march to Benares with the De- 
tachment under his Command ; and the ſaid 
Sum of Five Lacks was, in conſequence there- 
of, paid in full by the ſaid Cheyt Sing, together 
with the Expence incurred by the March of the 
ſaid Detachment. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings further lays, that in the Month of Auguſt, 
One thouland Seven hundred and Seventy-eight, 
Advices were ſent by the Governor General 
and Council to the ſaid Court of Directors, 
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containing an Account of the Meaſures purſued 
by the Board upon the Receipt of the Intelli- 
gence of a War in Europe, One of which Mea- 
jures was the ſaid Firſt Demand of Subſidy 
from the ſaid Cheyt Sing, in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-eight, 
and which Meaſure had been, by a Minute at 
the Board, referred to the ſaid Court for 
their Deciſion on the Right to demand the 
ſame, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that in or about the Month of De- 
cember, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-nine, Letters were received from the 
ſaid Court of Directors, acknowledging the 
Receipt of the ſaid Advices; but in the ſaid 
Letters the ſaid Court of Directors did not 
expreſs any Diſapprobation either of the De- 
mand itſelf, or of the Right to make or en- 
force the ſame. And the ſaid Warren Ha— 
ſtings further ſays, that afterwards, on Twenty- 
ſecond June, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty, the Governor General and Council, 
he being then Governor General, did again 
unanimouſly reſolve to demand from the ſaid 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, a further Sum of Five 
Lacks of Rupees; and which was accordingly 
demanded on account of the ſame Exigencies 
as had occaſioned the Demands made in the 


Two preceding Years. And the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Cheyt Sing did, 
on the ſaid Demand being made known to 
him, conſent and promiſe to comply with the 
ſame; but notwithſtanding ſuch Promiſe and 
Conſent, he did again, under various falſe Pre- 
tences, delay and withhold the Payment of the 
ſaid Sum, to the great Detriment of the public 

E 2 Service; 
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Service; whereupon the ſaid Governor General 
and Council did, on the Motion of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, unanimouily order, that Mr, 
Fowke, then Reſident at Benares, ſhould inform 
the Rajah that the Board were much diſpleaſed 
with his affected Delays, knowing his Ability 
to make the immediate Payment of the Subſidy; 
and that the ſaid Reſident ſhould peremptorily 
require him to diſcharge the fame. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that atter- 
wards, on the Twenty-fixth October, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty, the Board 
having been informed, by a Letter from the 
ſaid Reſident, that the Rajah, notwithſtanding 
his ſolemn Aſſurance, had paid no Part of the 
Balance of his Subſidy, but had reſumed his 
Plea of Inability, and that the ſaid Reſident 
could form no Opinion how long the ſaid Cheyt 
Sing might think proper to protract the Pay- 
ment, the ſaid Board did, on the Recommend- 
ation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, reſolve that 
the ſaid Reſident ſhould be directed to demand 
inſtant Payment of the Balance due on Account 
of the Subſidy of the ſaid Cheyt Sing; and 
that, if he ſhould not have paid it at the Time 
of the Receipt of their Order, that the ſaid 
Reſident ſhould, in the Name of the Board, 
exact Payment of the further Sum of One 
Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paſt Diſ- 
obedience; and that, to enforce ſuch Order, 
Brigadier General Stibbert ſhould be directed 
to iſſue Orders to the Commanding Officers of 
the Battalions of the neareſt Station to Benares, 
to march immediately to that Place, and to wait 
ſuch Orders as might be thereafter tranſmitted 
to them; 3 and that, in the mean time, the 

Board 
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Board ſhoulda be informed of the Reception 
given by the Rajah to that Order, which, it 
was hoped, might be ſuch as ſhould render it 
unnecefiary to proceed to Extremities againſt 
him: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Balance being diſcharged, the propoſed 
Fine was not then levied. And with reſpect to 
ſo much of the ſaid Firſt Article as relates to 
the ſaid Sum of Two Lacks of Rupees therein 
ſtated to have been privately received by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, from a Perſon named Sada- 
nund, Buxey or Treaſurer to the {aid Rajah, 
as a Preſent or Bribe, and which, by the ſaid 
Firſt Article, is ſuppoſed to have been given 
on the Account therein ſtated, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings (referring to his Anſwer hereinafter 
made in this Behalf) denies that the fame, or 
any other Sum of Money, was ever received by 
him, as a Bribe, or for his own Ule, or for any 
corrupt or criminal Purpcle whatever, or was 


ever ſo applied. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings faith, that 
on or about the Second November, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty, it was agreed 
in Council that the faid Warren Haſtings 
ſhould be requeſted to write to the Rajah of 
Benares, requiring him to furniſh ſuch Part of 
the Cavalry entertained in his Service as he 
could ſpare for the Service of the Company, 
and to inform the ſaid Warren Haſtings what 
Number he the ſaid Rajah could ſupply ; and 
it was likewiſe agreed, that a Letter ſhould be 
written to Mr. Fowke, the Reſident at Benares, 
directing him to wake the ſame Requilition ; 
and che ſaid Reſident was directed to . 

ne 


1 


the Rajah, that the ſaid Force would be no 
longer required than during the Continuance of 
the War which then exiſted, and that it would 
be returned at the Cloſe of it; which Requiſi- 


tions were accordingly made; and the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings avers that the ſame were, in 
the then State of the Company's Affairs, ex- 
pedient and neceſſary to be made; and he de- 
nies that the Reſolution laſt mentioned was 
made, or that he propoled or concurred therein, 
in Profecution of any malicious or criminal 
Deſign whatever, 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did enter into any Negociation with the 
Nabob of Oude for the Sale of the ſaid Terri- 
tories to the faid Vizier for a Sum of Money 
to be paid to the Eaſt India Company, as in 
the ſaid Article is alledged; but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings inſiſts that if he had entered into a 
Negociation with the ſaid Vizier on this Subject, 
he would not have been thereby guilty of any 
Act in Defiance of the Letter or Spirit of any 
Treaty, or Agreement, then ſubſiſting between 
the ſaid Rajah and the Eaſt India Company. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did ſome Time in the Month of January, 
in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-one, in conſequence of repeated Re- 
preſentations, the Truth whereof he had then 
{ſufficient Reaſon to believe, write a Letter to 
the ſaid Rajah Cheyt Sing, which he conceives 
to be alluded to in the ſaid Firſt Article, of 
which the following is a Copy: © Frequent Re- 


e preſentations having been made to me of the 
« Want 
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e Want of Punctuality in the Payment of your 
« Malguzary, that Part more particularly which 
« js deſigned for the Diſburſement of Saudut 
cc Ally Khan's Salary; and it having at this 
ce Time more than any other a bad and ſuſpi- 
ce cious Appearance, I do peremptorily order 
ce that all Arrears of whatſoever Kind be paid 
ce up within Twenty-four Hours after the 


_« Receipt of this Perwanna, or you mult expect 


te that bad Conſequences will follow,” And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that the ſaid 
Letter was written with any of the criminal 
Motives or Deſigns in the ſaid Article charged 
upon him, or that be was in any other Manner 
criminal in reſpect thereof, And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings further lays, that in or about the 
Month of July, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty-one, it was reſolved in Council, 
amongſt other Things, that he the laid Warren 
Haſtings ſhould be inveſted with full Power 
and Authority to form ſuch Arrangements with 
the Rajah of Benares for the better Government 
and Management of his Zemindary, and to per- 
form ſuch ARs for the Improvement of the In- 


tereſt which the Company poſſeſſed in it, as he 


the faid Warren Haſtings might think fit and 
conſonant to the mutual Relation, and actual 
Engagements,, ſubſiſting between the Company 
and the ſaid Rajah, And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits that he did concur in the ſaid 
Reſolution, but he denies that he did thereby 
inveſt himſelf with an illegal or dangerous De- 
legation of the Powers of the whole Council, 
without any Authority given to him lo to do 
hy the Eaſt India Company, or by any Act of 


Parliament ; or that the ſaid Delegation was in 


any 


1 


any Manner illegal or dangerous, or unwarrant- 
able: And further the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that he did undertake a Journey to the 
Upper Provinces, and in particular to the Pro— 
vince of Benares; but he denies that he under- 
took the ſaid Journey from the Motives, or with 
the Deſigns, in the ſaid Firſt Article alledged. 


AN the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
denies, that he did, in Proſecution of any falſe, 
wicked, or malicious Pretences, or wantcnly, 
arbitrarily, or tyrannically degrade, inſult, or 
falſely accuſe the ſaid Rajah, as in the ſaid Firſt 
Article is ſtated: But the faid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that he did charge the ſaid Rajah with 
certain Acts of Mitgovernment and Diſaffection, 
and with Breach of Faith and Duty to the Eaſt 
India Company; which Charges were ſet forth 
in a Paper Writing ſigned by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, Ind "delivered to the ſaid 
Rajah, and which Charges the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did then believe, and does now be- 
lieve, to be true: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that he the ſaid Rajah did manifeſt ſuch 
Behaviour, and uſe ſuch Expreſſions, as are in 
the ſaid Firſt Article ſtated. But the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, having Reaſon to diſtruſt the Sin- 
cerity of the ſaid Rajah, did, at the Commence- 
ment of the Proceedings, which he then deemed, 
and now inſiſts, were neceſſary and fit to be 
adopted on the ſaid Occaſion, order the ſaid 
Rajah to be put under Arreſt ; but he denies 
that the ſaid Arreſt was a Meaſure of ſuch 
Nature, or attended with ſuch Circumſtances, 
or productive of ſuch Effects, as are ſtated in 
the ſaid Firſt Article. And he further ſays, 

that 


1 


that a Party of the Company's Sepoys having 


been placed as a Guard over the ſaid Rajah, 
a Body of Troops in his Pay did, in his Pre- 
ſence, attack the ſaid Guard, the greateſt Part 
of which Guard, both Officers and Men, were 
either killed or wounded : And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that the ſaid Attack was of ſuch 
a Nature, or occaſioned by ſuch Circumſtances, 
as are in the ſaid Firſt Article mentioned. 
And he ſays, that during the Continuance of 
the ſame, the ſaid Rajah did, in Breach of the 
{aid Arreſt, withdraw to a Fort in the Neigh- 
bourhood, belonging to him the laid Rajah. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the ſaid Rajah did afterwards ſend divers Letters 
to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, of ſuch Na- 
ture as in the ſaid Firſt Article is ſtated; to 
which the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for good and 
ſufficient Reaſons, did not rethrn any Anſwer, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that he 
did impute the ſaid Rebellion to ſuch Deſigns 
and to ſuch Intentions of the ſaid Rajah, as are 
ſuggeſted in the ſaid Firſt Article; but he de- 
nies that the ſaid Rebellion was raiſed by any 
Violence, Breach of Faith, or Oppreſſion, on 


the Part of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


AND he further denies, that he did un- 
neceſſarily or criminally hazard the Safety of the 
Britiſh Empire in the Eaſt, upon the Event of 
a Civil War. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
lays, that he did, in Diſcharge of his public 
Duty, by means of the Company's Troops, 
expel the ſaid Rajah from the ſaid Zemindaries, 
to which he had peer; his Right : But ber 
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ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that in fo doing, 
he ated wickedly, arbitrarily, or tyrannically. 
And he further denies, that the ſubſequent War 
with the ſaid Rajah was, on the Part of the Eaſt 
India Company, unjuſt; or that the Conſe- 
quences which aroſe therefrom, are in any 
Manner imputable to him the faid Warren 
Haſtings; or that he was guilty of any Miſ- 


conduct, Violence, Tyranny, or Improvidence, 
in reſpect to the ſame. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he was guilty of any Extortion or Exaction what- 
ſoever ; or that by all or any the aforeſaid Acts, 
Demands, Arreſt, or Expulſion, of the ſaid 
Cheyt Sing. or in reſpect of any other Acts or 
Omiſſions, he has in any Manner violated the 
Truſt repoſed in him, the Faith of Treaties, or 
has acted contrary to his own Senſe of Duty, 
or that he has in any Manner diſgraced or diſ- 
credited the Character of the Britiſh Nation 
in India; or that he has, by all or any of the 


aforeſaid Acts, been guilty of any Crime or 
Miſdemeanour whatſoever, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that after the Company's Troops had been fo 
cut off, and the ſaid Cheyt Sing had ſo broken 
his Arreſt at Benares as aforeſaid, and whilſt the 
ſaid Cheyt Sing was at the Head of a numerous 


Force, and carried on War and Rebellion 


againſt the ſaid Company, he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did direct an Attack to be made upon 
the Fort called Bidjegur, in the ſaid Article 
mentioned; which Fort was garriſoned and de- 
fended by the Troops of the ſajd Cheyt Sing, 


againſt 
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; againſt the Troops of the ſaid Company. And 


the faid Warren Haſtings admits, that at the 
Time of ſuch Attack, Panna, the Mother of the 
ſaid Rajah, and the ſurviving Women of the 
Family of Bulwant Sing, were in the ſaid Fort. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that he 
did give Orders to ſeize the ſaid Fort; and 
further, that he did give Orders to ſeize upon 
all the Money and Effects that might be found 
in the ſaid Fortz but he demies that he did 
iſſue any Orders, directing that the Fort, and 
all the Property it contained, ſhould be ſecured 


for the Benefit of the Detachment employed in 


reducing it; or that he did abandon to the 
Soldiery the Property of the ſaid Women; or 
that he did in any Manner ſtimulate the Army 
to Rapine or Outrage. But the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further ſays, that the ſaid Panna 
having propoſed to him to ſurrender the ſaid 
Fort and the Treaſure therein contained, on 
certain Conditions ſpecified by herſelf, he did, 
in a Letter to Major Popham, declare, that 
he accepted the ſaid Surrender upon thoſe Con- 
ditions, provided the Propoſal was fully carried 
into Effect within Twenty-four Hours after 
the Time of her receiving his Anſwer thereto; 
and did at the ſame Time intimate, that if ſhe 
ſhould refuſe to execute the Promiſe ſo made 
by herſelf, or ſhould delay the Execution of 
it beyond the Time aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings would then conſider it as a wanton 
Affront and Indignity, which he could never 


forgive, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 


that being at the Diſtance of ſeveral Miles 
from the 1aid Fort at the Time of the Surrender 


thereof, he was afterwards informed by Major 


F 2 Popham, 


_ emplary Manner; and declaring, that he relied 


Popham to make all the Recompence in his 
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Popham, who then commanded the Com- 
pany's Forces at the Siege of the ſaid Fort, 
that the ſaid Panna having come out of the 
Fort with her Family and Dependants at a 
late Hour of the Night, which prevented ſuch 
Attention being paid to her as he the ſaid 
Major Popham wiſhed, her People were, not- 
withſtanding all he could do, plundered on 
the Road of moſt of the Things which they 
brought out of the Fort, by the Followers of 
the Army under the Command of the ſaid 
Major Popham, by which Means one of the 
Articles of Surrender was much infringed ;— 
that the Diſtreſs he Major Popham felt upon 
that Occaſion could not be expreſſed, and could 
only be allayed by a firm Performance of the 
other Articles of the Treaty, which he would 
make it his Buſineſs to enforce, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
upon the Receipt of the Letter laſt mentioned, 
he wrote to the ſaid Major Popham, expreſſing 
the Concern of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
that the Licentiouſneſs of any Perſons under the 
Command of the ſaid Major Popham ſhould 
have given Cauſe to complain of the Infringe- 
ment of the ſmalleſt Article of the ſaid Capitu- 
lation, and hoping that he would diſcover: the 
Offenders, and oblige them to make Reſtitu- 
tion, and allo to puniſh them in the moſt ex- 


on the Humanity and Juſtice of the ſaid Major 


Power, by a ſcrupulous Attention to enforce 
the Performance of the remaining Stipulations 
in fayour of the ſaid Panna. And the ſaid War- 


ren 


C873 


ren Haſtings believes, that an adequate Com- 
penſation was afterwards, in conſequence of ſuch 
Letter, made to the Perſons plundered, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did ever give any Licence or Permiſſion to 
the Soldiers to plunder, or that he did ever make 
any ſuch Declaration of Right as in the ſaid Firſt 
Article is alledged ; but he ſays, that having re- 
ceived Information that the Property captured 
in the ſaid Fort had been in Part diſtributed 
amongſt the Officers and Troops preſent at the 
Capture of rhe ſame, he did, on the Fourteenth 
November, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-one, write a Letrer to the ſaid Major 
Popham concerning ſuch Subject, in which, 
amongſt other Things, he wrote as follows: 
« The Subject on which I am now to write is 
« a very diſagreeable and painful one to me, 
ce but indiſpenſable. I have received Informa- 
e tion which, though private, is certainly au- 
te thentic, that you have already diſtributed one 
% Dividend of the Treaſure found in Bidjegur 
« among the Officers and Troops on the Spot. 
ef this be true, I am very ſorry for it, as on 
© many Conſiderations 1t appears to me, that 
« ſuch Diſtribution is premature. I apprehend 
te that it is a Propoſition not to be diſputed, that 
« every Thing acquired by the Army of a State, 
« belongs to the State which employed thoſe 
« Arms. By Charters and Acts of Parliament, 
ce the ſole Right to all Conqueſts or Captures 
ce made by the Company's Arms, is veſted in 
« the Company. It was, however, my Inten- 
« tion to have uſed my utmoſt Authority and 
© Influence to have obtained for the Troops en- 
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ec gaged in the Service againſt Cheyt Sing, the 
« whole Booty which might be found in Bidje- 
« our, or other Places, I regarded it as the due 
« Reward of their Services and Recompence of 
« their Sufferings; but I never meant that they 
« ſhould ſeize it, and ſcramble for it. Beſides, 
© if the actual Right was in the Army at a 
c Time like this, when the Exigencies of the 
«© Company are ſo great, ſurely they might have 
ic expected to have benefited by the immediate 
« Uſe of it as a Loan, I had, I muſt own, 
« ſuch Confidence in your Diſcretion, that I 
% did expect, if the Treaſure found in the Fort 
c ſhould prove very conſiderable, you would 
c not have proceeded to any Diſtribution of it, 
« until you had reported the Amount to the 
« Board, and obtained their Sanction for ap- 
te propriating it to the Troops, or at leaſt that 
« you would have repreſented it to me, as I am 
« ſo near you.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in the 
ſame Letter further add, *I muſt therefore re- 
« quire of you to fuſpend any further Diſtribu- 
© tjon or Dividend, until the Orders of the 
« Board reſpeCting it are received; and I deſire 
© you will order and require the Officers who 
have already ſhared, to refund the Sums which 
i they have reſpectively received, and acquaint 
te them, if they do not, they will be reſpon- 
« {ible to Government; and that ſuch Sums, as 
well as what ſhall remain, are and muſt be 

e ſubject to the final Deciſion of the Board.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he was guilty of any Breach of Faith with the 
| | ſaid 
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ſaid Troops, or of any Breach of Duty to his 
Conſtituents; or that he has pretended to, or 
purſued, any diſhonourable Object; or that he 
has been guilty of any Act of Injuſtice; or thar, 
in all or any of the Matters aforeſaid, he has 


been guilty of any Crime or Miſdemeanour 
whatſoever. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
after the Expulſion of the Rajah Cheyt Sing 
from the Dominions of Benares, he did, without 
any previous Communication with the other 
Members of the Council, but in virtue of a 
competent Authority then velted in him for that 
Purpoſe, nominate and appoint Rajah Mehip- 
narain, the next Heir to the Zemindary of Be- 
nares, to the immediate Government of the 
ſame, and did appoint his Father Durbedjy Sing, 
Adminiſtrator of his Authority, and did conti- 
nue William Markham Eſquire in the Office of 
Reſident on the Part of the Company, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
any Treaty or Agreement ever ſubſiſted between 
the Britiſh Nation and the People of Benares, 
or that the ſaid People were ever conſidered as, 
or did in fact conſtitute a State, or independent 
Power ; but he ſays, that the Grant whereby the 
ſaid Cheyt Sing held the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
Zemindary, having been forfeited as aforeſaid, 
it became neceſſary to form a new Settlement 
of the ſaid Zemindary ; in conſequence of which 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by virtue of the 
Authority aforeſaid, frame ſuch Regulations, 
and make ſuch Agreements as to him appeared 
neceſſary and proper. And he ſays, that the 


Tri- 
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Tribute was raiſed to the Amount ſtated in the 
ſaid Article; and that the Duties before impoſed 
upon Goods and Merchandizes were by him re— 
duced to certain fixed Tables and Rates; but he 
denies, that any Meaſures adopted by him, on 
that Occaſion, were arbitrary or tyrannical, 
wanton or illegal, or were in any other Reſpect 
of the Nature, or attended with the Conſe— 
quences, ſtated in the firſt Article. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did diſpoſe of, as his own, the Property with- 
in the ſaid Provinces; but he admits that he did 
grant Penſions to certain Perſons, who he al- 
ledges were juſtly intitled thereto: And he begs 
leave further to repreſent, that the Whole of his 
Conduct in the ſeveral Meaſures above ſpecified 
having been communicated by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings to the Council at Calcutta, 
they did fully approve of, and ratify the ſame. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did, in the Year One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty-two, continue his Correſpond— 
ence with William Markham Eſꝗqdire, then Re— 
ſident at Benares; and in conſequence of Re— 
preſentations from the ſaid Reſident, that the 
new Rent or Tribute was then in Arrear, and 
that the Affairs of the Province were likely to 
fall into Confuſion, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
being then at too great a Diſtance to conſult 
the other Members of the Board, and fearing 
that dangerous Conſequences would happen from 
ſuch Delay as was neceſſary for the Purpoſe of 
communicating with the Council, did authorize 
and ee him, the ſaid William Markham, 

to 
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to remove the ſaid Durbedjy Sing from his 
Office, and to deprive him of the official Al- 
lowance for the lame; which Meaſure being 
afterwards notified to the Council, ro2ether 
with the Reaſons for the fame, the ſaid Council 
did entirely approve thereof, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
in conſequence of the Repreſentations aforeſaid, 
and of other Information to the ſame Effect, he 
did direct the ſaid Markbam to take proper 
Meaſures for preventing the Flight of the ſaid 
Durbedjy Sing, and the E. emoval of his Effects; ; 
whereupon the ſaid Markham did deem it ne- 
ceſſary ro confine the ſaid Durbedjy Sing in his 
own Houſe, in which Confinement he was after- 
wards continued by the Orders of the Board : 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that the 
ſaid Confinement was attended with Violence 
or Cruelty, or that the Nonpayment of the ſaid 
Tribute was only a Pretence for the ſaid Con- 
finement; for the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that the ſaid Durbediy Sing was then conſide- 
rably in Arrear, in reſpect of Money by him re- 
ceived, and due to the Company on account of 
the ſaid Tribute. And the faid Warren Haſti ings 
further ſays, that after the ſaid Durbedijy Sing 
had been removed from his Office, and a Suc- 
ceſſor appointed thereto, the Widow of Bulwant 
Sing, and the Rajah Mehipnarain, did write a 
Letter, i in which, amongſt other Things, they did 
accuſe the ſaid Markham of being the Cauſe of 
the Delay in the Payment of the Tribute atore- 
laid, and inſiſt upon the Innocence of the ſaid 
Durbedjy Sing. And he lays, that having ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon to belicve the aforeſaid Repretenta- 
© tion 
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tion of the ſaid Markham to be true, and to 


diſbelieve the Charges brought againit him in 
the ſaid Letter, he the {aid Warren Haſtings 
and the Council did not deem any particular In- 
quiry neceſſary relative to the lame; but he de- 
nies that he did make any Acculation againſt 
the faid Widow of the ſaid Rajah for having 
preferred iuch Charges, though he admits, thac 
he had, prior to the Receipt of ſuch Charges, 
declared his Opinion of the Preſumption of the 
ſaid Widow and the faid Rajah Mehipnarain on 
a former and different Occaſion. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the ſaid Durbedjy Sing was afterwards, by 
the Authority of the Board, and at a Period 
ſubſequent to the Reſignation of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and his Departure for Europe, conti- 
nued in Confinement for the ſame Cauſes which 


had originally rendered ſuch Confinement ne- 
ceſſary. | 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the laid Markham being authorized by him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under the Circum- 
{tances aforeſaid, to nominate a Naib to the Ra- 


Jah in the Room of him the ſaid Durbedjy Sing, 


did beſtow the ſaid Office upon a certain Perſon 
named Jagger-Deo-Sing, who did afterwards 
diſtreſs and haraſs the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Province but the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that the ſaid Jagger-Deo-Sing was by him, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, ever obliged to diſtreſs or 
haraſs the Inhabitants of the ſaid Province. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that he 
did ſome Time in the Year One thouſand Seven 


hundred 
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hundred and Eighty-four, being then at Luck. 
now, recommend to the Board the Meaiure of 
removing the laid Jagger-Deo-Sing from his id 
Office on account of certain Irreguiarities and 
Oppreſſions by him committed, and that he was 
accordingly removed thereirom. But the fad 
Warren Haſtings denies that the Irregularities 
and Oppreſſions: aliedged upon that Occaſion. we re 
merely a Pretence for the Removal Of the faid 
Jagger-Deo-Sing, or that they were in any De— 
gree imputable 0 him the ſaid Warren Ha- 


ſtings. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he was guilty of any arbitrary, illegal, unjuit, 
or tyrannical Acts whatſoever, or that any Mcea- 
fures by him adopted or entorced, were pro- 
ductive of any ſuch Conſequences as are {tated 
in the ſaid Firſt Article. And he further denics, 
that in all or any of the Premiſes, he was or is 
guilty of any Crime or Mildeineanour whatlu- 
cver. 


SECOND ARTICLE. 


ND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in anſwer to 
the ſaid Second Article, ſays, that he be- 
lieves the Mother and Grandmother of the pre- 
lent Vizier Aſſof o' Dowla, Nabob of Oude, 
are Women of high Rink, Family, and Di- 
ſtinction; but he has been informed, and be— 
licves, that Sufder Jung, Father of Shuja 
Dowla, and Grandfather of the preſent NOD 
G 2 0 
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of Oude, did not firſt obtain his Rank amongſt 
the Princes of India, by means of his Alliance 
with the Grandmother of the preſent Nabob, 
although that Alliance might materially contri- 
bute to his Rank and Conſequence. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Mother and Grandmother of the ſaid 
Affof o' Dowla were in Poſſeſſion of certain 
Jaghires, and of certain large public Treaſures, 
which he has been informed and believes did 
belong to Shuja Dowla, late Nabob of Oude, 
and were the aggregaie Surplus of his national 
Revenues, and other Funds collected to ſupply 
expected Emergencies, and by him depoſited in 
the Hands of his ſaid Wife, commonly called 
the Bhow Begum, as a Truſt, and for 8 Pur- 
poſe of Cuſtody only, neither given to her in 
his Lifetime, nor bequeathed to her by Will, 


2 AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 

. Mr. Briſtow, Reſiden tat Oude, did, by ſundry 
Letters to the Governor General and Council, 
inform them, that he had, at the Inſtance of 
the Nabob Aſſof o' Dowla, then conſiderably 

in Debt to the Eaſt India Company, made an 
Application to the ſaid Bhow Begum to aſfliſt 
him with a Sum of Money, repreſenting, amongſt 
other Things, the Diſtreſſes of the ſaid Nabob, 
and his Right to the ſaid Treaſures. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Briſtow did further repreſent, that the 
ſaid Begum did, in Anſwer to the ſaid Appli- 
cation, declare to the Effect in tae ſaid Second 
Article ſtated, 

AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Briſtow did likewiſe repreſent, that an 
Agreement was afterwards concluded between 
the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Begum, by the 
Terms of which, the Nabob acknowledged that 
he had taken from his Mother Thirty Lacks of 
Rupees, on account of prelent, and T wenty- 
{ix Lacks, on account of former Debts, in 
Specie, Goods, Jewels, Elephants, Camels, &c. 
from the Patrimony of his Father : That he 
had no further Claim on her, but renounced all 
further Demands on her, and engaged that he 
would never moleſt her in the Enjoyment of the 
Jighires conterrea on her by his Father, and 
that he would not in future demand any Loan 
from her : That he had no Claim on her, nor 
would he ever deviate from that Engagement; 
and to which Agreement, as to the further 
Contents thereof, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
ctaves leave to tefer: And the ſaid Briſtow did 
further repreſent, that ſuch Agreement was ſc- 
lemnly confirmed by the ſaid Vizier, and was 
guaranteed by him the faid Briſtow on the Part 
of the Eaſt India Company: And the laid War- 
ren Haſtings admits, that the Guarantee thereof 
was afterwards, in November One thoufand Se- 
ven hundred and Seventy-five, confirmed by the 
Governor-General and Council, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
he was appriſed of the Nature and Extent of the 
ſaid Guarantee, and has ceclared his Senſe of 
the binding Force and Operation of the ſame; 
and that in the Year One thouland Seven hun- 
dred and Seventy-eight, ſuch Letter, reſpecting 
the Protection ot the {aid Begum, was written by 


the 
13 
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the Governor General and Council to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, then Reſident at Oude, as in the ſaid Se- 
cond Article is ſet forth. 


AND he further admits, that the elder Be. 
gum was in Poſſeſſion of certain Jaghires and 
Effects; and that ſhe, in or about the Year 
One thouland Seven hundred and Seventy-eight, 
made ſuch Application to the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, through the then Reſident 
Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, reſpecting the 
ſame, as in the ſaid Second Article is ſet forth: 
And that the Governor General and Council, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings being then Governor 
General, did thereupon direct the ſaid Mr. 
Middleton to make ſuch Repreſentation to the 
Nabob as is ſtated in the ſaid Article: And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings does not know or believe, 
that any other Interferences, Powers, or Au— 
thorities, were made, given, granted, or con— 
firmed by the ſaid Governor General and the ſaid 
Council for the Purpoſe aforeſaid; and he de— 
nies that any Guarantee of the Britiſh Nation, 
or any Guarantee of any Kind whatſoever, was, by 
the Reſident under the Authority of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, ever pledged to the ſaid elder 
Begum for her Protection; and the faid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that on the Third of July, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, it 
being then deemed neceſſary that the ſaid War— 
ren Haſtings ſhould viſit the Dominions of the 
Vizier, and the Board of Council at Calcutta, by 
the Abſence of the Commander in Chief, then 
conſiſting of himſelf and Mr. Wheler only, he. 
did, by a Minute then entered on the Conſulta- 
tions at Bengal, taking Notice of his intended 
Depart- 
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Departure, declare that Mr. Wheler, during 
his Abſence, „ would be by the Conſtitution 
ce poſſeſſed of the full Powers of the Governor 
«© General and Council of that Government; 
and that afterwards an Order was made by the 
Governor General and Council at Fort William, 
& That all ſuch Orders as the ſaid Warren 
© Haſtings ſhould think it proper to iſſue to the 
© Troops ſtationed beyond the Provinces, as 
« well in the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier 
« as thoſe which are ſituated beyond them, 
* ſhould be obeyed; and that his ſingle Autho- 
© rity ſhould be conſidered and received as of 
« the ſame Force as that of the Governor Ge- 
e neral and Council collectively, until that 
& Order ſhould be revoked.” And it was 
further ordered, © That the Military Power veſt- 
© ed in the ſaid Warren Haſtings as Governor 
“ and Commander in Chief of the Fortreſs of 
« Fort William and Town of Calcutta, ſhould 
« be exercited by Edward Wheler Elquire, 
« during the Abſence of the Governor Ge- 
„ neral.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did not then, or at any other Time, con- 
fer upon himl-lt a full and complete Delegation 
of the whole Power and Authority of the Go- 
vernor General and Council of Fort William, 
nor was ſuch whole Power or Authority ever 
in any Manner conferred upon, or delegated to 
him; but th- ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
certain Powers, which were in the chen State of 
public Affairs deemed proper and neceſſary, were 
veſted in him on that Occaſion by certain Cre— 
dentials given to him under a Reſolution of the 
Board, made on the ſaid Third of July, One 
thouſand Seven hind: ed and Eighty- ene, and to 

which 
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#hich he craves leave to refer. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies, that the Powers, Au- 
thority, or Command, ſo conferred upon him, 
were conferred upon him by himſelf, or by his 
ſole Authority, apart from, or independent of 
that of the Governor General and Council; or 
that the Powers, Authority, or Command, ſo 
conferred, were in any Manner illegal or unwar- 
rantable, or contrary to his Duty, or to the 
Nature of the Powers antecedently veſted in 
him. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid John Briſtow Eſquire, who had been 
nominated and appointed by the Court of 
Directors to be the Reſident at the Court of 
Oude, was, after ſuch Nomination and Appoint- 
ment thereto, recalled by the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal, for Reaſons of 
public Expedience then warranting ſuch Recal. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that he did ever arrogate to himſelf alone the 
Right of appointing a Reſident at the Court 
of Oude, or that he ever inveſted the ſaid 
Nathaniel Middleton with the ſaid Office by his 
ſole Authority, and without the Concurrence 


of the reſt of the Council; but he ſays, that 


the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton was inveſted there- 
with by the Appointment of the Governor 
General and Council, with the Powers ulually 
anncxcd to that Office. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that the Nabob of Oude was dependent upon, 
or under the Controul of the Governor General 


of Bengal: And he further denies, that he did 


by all, or any of the ſuppoled Means ſtated in 
the 
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che ſaid Article, or by any other, render him- 
ſelf reſponſible, or that he was in faw reſpon- 
ſible, for the good Government of the Domi- 
nions of the ſaid Nabob. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that he was bound by the Ties of Juſtice 
and good Faith, by the Duties of his Office, 
and the Truſt repoſed in him, to adhere to 
Treaties entered into and guaranteed by the 
Eaſt India Company, or the Britiſh Nation, and 
to attend to the Happineſs and Security of the 
Properties, Poſſeſſions, Liberties, and Lives of 


thole who were ſubject to the Britiſh Power in 
India, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
under the above-mentioned Delegation of Au- 
thority, which he avers was legally made to 
him, he did, in the Proſecution "of certain Ob- 
jects mentioned in his Minute, dated the 
Twenty-frſt Day of May, in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, under- 
take a Journey to the Upper Provinces, and 
did meet the aforeſaid Nabob of Oude at a 
certain Place called Chunar, and did there 
enter into a Treaty or Agreement with the ſaid 
Nabob, called the Treaty of Chunar; by 
which Treaty, after reciting, that great Diſtreſs 
had ariſen to the Nabob's Government from 
the Military Power and Dominion aſſumed by 
the Jaghiredars, it was amongſt other Things 
agreed, © that the ſaid Nabob ſhould be per- 
* mitted to reſume ſuch Jaghires as he ſhould 
* find neceſſary, with a Reſerve for all ſuch, 
* for the Amount of whoſe Jaghires the Com- 
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* pany were Guarantees, who ſhould, in caſe 
« of the Reſumption of their Lands, be paid the 
« Amount of their net Collections through the 
„ Reſident in Money;” but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that by entering into a Treaty 
containing ſuch Permiſſion as aforeſaid, he was 
guilty of any Violation of his Duty, or of the 
Faith of any Treaties, of the Sanction of the 
Company's Guarantee, or of any Dilregard to 
Juſtice or good Faith, or that the ſame was by 
him entered into in any Manner wickedly, 
corruptly, or maliciouſly, And the ſaid War— 
ren Haſtings avers, that at the Time of exe- 
cuting the ſaid Treaty, he had ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to believe, and did believe, that the Begums 
had been guilty of ſuch Acts of public Miſ— 
conduct, as reaſonably and juſtly warranted the 


making of that Treaty, ſo far as the ſame 
reipected the ſaid Begums. 


* 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that he did ever inveſt the ſaid Middleton with 
almoſt an abſolute, or with any Authority over 
the Dominions of the ſaid Nabob: And he fur- 
ther denies, that the ſaid Nabob was by him, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, compelled to be- 
come, or ever did become, the Inſtrument of 
Outrage or Extortion againſt his own Parents ; 
or that he did force the ſaid Nabob to yield 


Acquieſcence to the Deſires of him the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, or did force the ſaid Nabob 
to iſſue his own Orders for the Purpoſes in the 
ſaid Second Article ſtated. And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings avers, that the Reſumption of the 
ſaid Eſtates and Jaghires was, in the then Situa- 
tion of Affairs, a juſt, neceſſary, and expedient 

; | Mea- 

II 
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Meaſure, as well on the Part of the Nabob, 
as of the Eaſt India Company; and he ad- 
mits, that the ſame was carried into Effect, in 
a great Degree, by and with the Approbation 
and Concurrence of him the ſaid Warren Ha— 
ſtings; but he ſays, that he neither directly nor 
indtrectly approved or concurred in the Uſe of 

any Cruelty for the Purpoſe of carrying the 
ſame into Effect, nor does he believe that any 
ſuch Cruelty was ever uſed, nor did he approve 
or concur in the Uſe of any further Violence 
than was neceſſary to enable the Nabob to ac- 
compliſh what the ſaid Warren Elaſtings then 
deemed, and {till deems, to have been a ne— 
ceſſary and juſtifiable Purpoſe. And the ſaid 
Warren Haltings denies that the ſaid Meaſure 
was of the Nature, or did produce the Effects, 
or Conſequences, ſtated in the ſaid Second Ar- 
ticle. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
after the ſaid Meaſure had been fully carried 
into Execution, he did, from a Conviction of its 
Propriety, with the Approbation of the Board, 
direct the Reſident of Oude to uſe his Influ- 
ence with che Nabob, to prevent any Reſtora- 
tion of the Jaghires till the Board ſhould be 
fully appriſed of his Intentions on that Subject. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, he has been 
informed, and believes, that the Eſtates and 


Jagzhires fo reſumed were firſt aſſigned by the 


ſaid Nabob to the Reſident in Part- payment of 
real and juſt, and not a pretended or colour- 
able Debt of the ſaid Nabob to the Company, 
and that they were finally mortgaged to Shroffs 


for the Purpoſe of diſcharging the ſaid Debt. 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that Steps 
were taken, by the Authority of the ſaid War- 
8 H 2 ren 
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ren Haſlings and the reſt of the Board at Cal- 
cutta, to procure the Amount of the ſaid Jag- 
hires to be paid to the ſaid Begums; and he 
denies that the ſaid Begums were by theſe Acts 
reduced to Difficulty, Diſtreſs, or Want. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
by all or any of the Acts or Proceedings, or by 
the Means of effecting the ſame above ſtated, 
he was or 15 guilty of any Violation of the Gua- 
rantee of the laid Britiſh Nation, or of any Breach 
of the Treaty of Chunar, or of any Fraud, Vio- 
lence, Extortion, or Injuſtice, or of any Crime 
or Miidemeanour whatloever. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he 
did, in the Exerciſe of the Powers legally delegat- 
ed to him as aforeſaid, and not in V iolation of 
any Engagements, nor upon any Pretence falſe, 
frivolous, wicked, or malicious, communicate to 
Mr. Middleton the Reſident at the Court of 
Oude, through Sir Elijah Impey, in the ſaid Se- 
cond Article mentioned, bis Approbation of a 
Reſolution which the Nabob had formed to re- 
ſume the Treaſures belonging to the late Vizier, 
in the Poſſeſſion, not of the ſaid Begums, but of 
the Bhow Begum only, and to appropriate the 
ſame to the Diſcharge of his the ſaid Nabob 
Aſſof o' Dowla's Debt to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany; which Meaſure was, in the Judgment of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, expedient, juſt, and 
neceſſary: And he denies that any Order, by 
him given in reſpect to the ſaid Reſolution, was 
forced upon the faid Nabob; or that his Conſent 
thereto was obtained in the Manner ſtated in the 
ſaid Second Article. 


AND 
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AND the ſeid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 


that the ſaid Begums being m Poſſeſſion of a con- 
fiderable Force, and having made Declarations 
which denoted an Intention to reliſt the Troops 
of the ſaid Nabob, unleſs the ſame ſhould be 
aſſiſted by the Troops of the Company, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, in a Letter from him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings to the ſaid Nathaniel Mid- 
dleton, dated Twenty- ſixth December, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty one, give ſuch 
Orders as appeared to him proper and neceſſary 
for aſſiiting the laid Vizier in the Recovery of the 
ſaid Treaſure; and he admits that the ſaid Letter 
did, among other Things, contain Expreſſions to 
the Effect ſtated in the laid Second Article, but 
to which, for the whole of the Orders by him 
given upon that Occaſion, he craves leave to 
refer: And he denies that he did thereby, or by 
any other Order, ſtimulate or encourage the ſaid 
Nathaniel Middleton to any Degree of Outrage 
or improper Severity, but on the contrary he 
avers that he did, in the ſaid Letter, declare to 
the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton that it muſt be his 
Care to prevent an Abuſe of the Powers given 
to thoſe employed in the ſaid Service, and that 
he himſelf ought to be perionally preſent. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did order a large Force to be marched into 
the Territories of the ſaid Vizier without any 
Requeſt from him for that Purpoſe, or contrary 
to his Deſire and Inclination ; but the laid War- 
ren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Nathaniel Mid. 
dleton did, by a Letter addreſſed to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and dated the Nineteenth 

Decem- 


6 40 
December, One thouſand Seven hundred and 


Eighty- -one, repreſent as follows: The Nabob 
© Vizier having appointed an Aumil to take 


a charge of the Begum's Jaghires, ſhe has, it 


< appears, prepared a large Body of Troops 
ce with a ſuppoled Deſign to reſiſt them, a vio- 
* lent and threatening Letter which I have juſt 
received from the Begum, would ſeem to leave 
„ no Doubt of her Intentions to ſupport the 
«* already declared Licentiouſneſs of her Ser- 
« vants in oppoſing the Nabob's Orders, I have, 
< therefore, been obliged to join my Solicita- 
tions to the Vizier's for obtaining a Regiment 
« from Colonel Morgan to ſupport the Aumil 
„ in the Execution of his Excellency's Com- 
* mand; and I may add, that unleſs my Judg- 
4 ment far miſleads me, we ſhall be in want of 
« {till farther Aid before the Meaſure of reſum- 
< ing the Jaghires ſhall become fully eſtabliſhed, 
c and the Country reſtored to that State of 
« Tranquillity and Subordination which it en- 
«« joyed before the Contagion ſpread by Cheyt 
« Sing's Machinations.” Whereupon the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did direct Four Regiments of 


* 


Sepoys to be marched to ſupport the Autho- 


rity of the Vizier, and maintain the Tranquil- 
lity of his Country by ſuch Means as the ſaid 
Vizier ſhould think proper to direct: And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that the 
faid Nathaniel Middleton having afterwards re- 
preſented to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the 
{aid Nabob might object to fo great an addi- 
tional Force, the ſaid Order was countermand- 
ed, and One Regiment only was ſent on the 
{aid Service. 

AND 


4 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that he has been informed that the ſaid Mr. 
Middleton did, in conſequence of the afore- 
ſaid Order, proceed with the ſaid Nabob to 
the City of Fyzabad, where the faid Begums and 
their Troops then were, with a Regiment be- 
longing to the ſaid Company, and a Body of 
Troops belonging to the ſaid Nabob; the 
whole of which laſt-mentioned Force acted un- 
der the Authority and Orders of the ſaid Nabob 
in the Proſecution of the ſaid Service: And the 
laid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that having 
been afterwards informed by a Letter from Ma- 
jor Naylor, who then commanded the ſaid Re- 
giment belonging to the ſaid Company, that 
Iwo Days had paſſed in Negociation, but with- 
out Effect, during which Time the Party in 
the Town had collected and hourly gained 
Strength; and that after mature Deliberation 
it had been reſolved to ſtorm the Town; he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the Ground of 
iuch Repreſentation, "charge the ſaid Nathaniel 
Middleton with improper Delay in having ſuf- 
tered ſuch Time to paſs in Negociation, con- 
trary to the ſaid Orders of him the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
lays, that he has been informed that the ſaid 
City was, by the ſaid Force under the Orders 
and Authority of the ſaid Nabob, taken by the 
laid Force; and that the Citadel, in which 
the ſaid Begums reſided, was ſecured: And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying that his 
laid Orders did authorize any improper Vio- 
lence, or any Cruelty or Extortion, and de- 
claring that he does not know or believe that 
any ſuch were committed by any Perſons act- 
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ing under his Orders, or that the Diſcovery of 
the ſaid Treaſure was extorted in the Manner 
or by the Means in the ſaid Second Article 
itated, further ſays, he has been informed that 
the Two principal-Eunuchs belonging to the 
taid Begum were at the Head of the Force 
within the faid Town, and did, on the fame 
being taken as aforeſaid, ſurrender themſclves 
to tie ſaid Nabob, and were by him delivered 
over to the Charge of the Company's Troops 
acting as aforeſaid, on certain criminal Charges 
hibited againſt them by the ſaid Nabob, who 
did not think it ſafe or prudent to truſt them in 
the Cuſtody cf his own Sepoys. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings further ſays, that it was re- 
preſented to him, that an Agreement having 
been made between the ſaid Begum and the 
ſaid Nabob, relative to his Demand on the ſaid 
Treaſure, the ſaid Eunuchs did enter into a Se- 
curity for it.e Sum of Money agreed to be paid 
by the ſaid Begum in Diſcharge thereof, and 
that a conſiderable Part of the laid Sum was pro- 
duced by the ſaid Eunuchs from Places of Con- 
cealment, and paid to the ſaid Nabob; and that 
Securities for the Remainder were given by the 
ſaid Eonuchs, to the faid Nabob. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings further ſays, that the Sum lo 
paid to the Nabob, ard the ſaid Securities, were 
transferred to the Reſident by the ſaid Nabob 
on account of his Debt to the Company. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, he has been fur- 
ther informed that the laid Securities not being 
paid when due, the ſaid Eunuchs were, by Order 
of the Nabob, put under Reſtraint for the Re- 
covery of the {ai Sums, and were at length 
di charged without having fully performed the 


{ai 


CSF 3 
ſaid Engagement. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 


ſtings denies that the ſaid Eunuchs were com- 
pelled by the ſaid Middleton, or his Aſſiſtant 
Reſident Johnſon, to enter into the ſaid Secu- 
rities in proſecution of any Orders of him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the Purpoles in the 
ſaid Article mentioned, or in order to ſatisfy any 
unjuſt, oppreſſive, or rapacious Demands of him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and he does not 
know or believe that the faid Securities were in 
fact obtained by Compulſion by the ſaid Mid- 
dleton, or the ſaid Johnſon, or that the ſaid 
Middleton, or the ſaid Johnſon, did extort Pay- 
ment of the ſame, or of any Part thereof, in 
the Manner and under the Circumitances in 
the ſaid Article mentioned, or that they did in 
any Manner extort ſuch Payment. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been 
informed that a Sale, or pretended Sale, was 
made of ſome of the Effects of the ſaid Begum 
towards the Payment of the ſaid Sum agreed to 
be paid to the Nabob. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies that all or any of the ſaid 
Tranſactions, ſo far as the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, by any Act of his own, or by any Or- 
ders given by him, was concerned in the ſame, 
were conducted with any Circumſtances of Atro- 
City, or were the Means of producing any of the 
Effects on the ſaid Begums in the ſaid Second 
Article fet forth, or were in any Manner diſ- 
graceful to the Britiſh Name and Character. 


AND as to ſo much of the ſaid Second 
Article, as relates to the Women and Children 


of the late Nabob Shuja Dowla, the ſaid 
I Warren 
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Warren Haſtings denies that they were in any 
Manner dependent upon both, or either of the 


ſaid Begums; but he ſays, that the ſaid Wo- 
men, who were moſtly Perſons of low Condi- 


tion, and the ſaid Children, if any ſuch there 


were, lived in the Khourd Mhal, on an Eſta- 
bliſnment entirely diſtin from the ſaid Be- 
gums, and were dependent for their Support 
ſolely on the ſaid Nabob Vizier, by whom a 
Tuncaw, or Aſſignment, was granted on the 
Fouſdarry of Sultanpore for their Support : And 
he ſays, the Receipt and Application of the Pro- 
duce of the ſaid Tuncaw were entirely entruſted 
to Officers appointed by the ſaid Vizier, with- 
out any Interference whatſoever on the Part of 
the Engliſh Government: And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has heard, that, from Neglect in the 
Officers of the ſaid Vizier, the Perſons reſiding 
in the ſaid Khourd Mhal have ſuffered occa— 
fional Diſtreſs; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies, that ſuch Diſtreſs did in any Reſpect pro- 
ceed from any ſuch Cauſes as are in the ſaid 
Second Article ſet forth; or that ſuch Perſons 
were, by ſuch Means as are in the ſaid Article 
ſtated, or by any Means, made, uſed, autho- 
rized, or permitted, by the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings, reduced to the Want of the Neceſſaries 
of Life, or expoſed to any of the Circumſtances 


of Shame, or Cruelty, which are enumerated in, 


the ſaid Second Article; or that, to his Know- 
ledge or Belief, any ſuch Circumſtances did at 
any Time in fact take place: And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings further denies, that he is in 
any Manner reſponſible for any Circumſtances 
of Cruelty or Barbarity, if any ſuch did exiſt ; 

or that any ſuch were the Conſequences of any 
Powers 
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Powers aſſumed, or Orders given, by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; or that he did aſſume any 
illegal Powers, or give any atrocious or unjuſt 
Orders whatſoever. 


AND as to ſo much of the ſaid Second 
Article as ſtates, ** that many of the ſaid Severi- 
« ties and Cruelties,” in the ſaid Article ſtated, 
& being made known to the ſaid Warren Ha- 
&« ſtings, by the Reſident or others; and that 
& he (the ſaid Warren Haſtings), although 
« informed of the ſame, did take no Steps for 
& the Redreſs of the ſaid Cruelties, but, on the 
« contrary, did declare the ſame to be juſtly 
© merited, and did ſtimulate and encourage his 
„ Agents and others to continue and enforce 
ce the lame;” the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that the only Declaration made by him, relative 
to any of ſuch Subjects, is contained in the In- 
ſtructions given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
conformably to a Reference from the Board of 
Council, and with their Knowledge and Ap- 
probation, on the Twenty-third of October, in 
the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-two ; and which is as follows: 


« THE Severities which have been exer- 
ciſed towards the Begums were molt juſtly me- 
rited, by the Advantage which they took of 
the Troubles in which I was perſonally in- 
volved the laſt Year, to excite a Rebellion in 
the Nabob's Government, and to complete 
the Ruin which they thought was impend- 
ing on ours.” 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
the ſaid Declaration did, or could relate to an 
Severities exerciſed towards, or Diſtreſſes ſuffered 
by, the Perſons reſiding in the ſaid Khourd 
Mhal, or that he did ever ſtimulate or en— 
courage his Agents, or any Perſons whatſoever, 
to continue or enforce ſuch Severities or Dif- 
treſſes. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he had not, at the Time of making the ſaid 
Declaration, nor for above Nine Months after 
the ſaid Declaration was made, received any In- 
tormation, or Accounts of any Kind, nor had 
any ſuch been ſent, nor had he any Knowledge 
whatſoever, relative to any Diſtreſſes, or Sut- 
ferings, of any of the ſaid Perſons belonging to 
the ſaid Khourd Mhal; the Firſt Intelligence 
received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, relative 
thereto, being in the Month of Auguſt, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Fighty-three, when 
various Complaints having been preferred to 
the Board againſt the ſaid Briſtow, by the 
Vizier and Hyder Beg Khan, the ſaid Briſtow 
did, in order to criminate the ſaid Vizier and 
Hyder Beg Khan, incloſe in a Letter, bearing 
Date the Thirtieth July, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, addreſſed to the 
Board, certain Letters and Papers relative to 
the Diſtreſſes of the ſaid Perſons in the Khourd 
Mhal, which Diſtreſſes were repreſented to have 
happened in the Months of March and Octo- 
ber, One thouland Seven hundred and Eighty- 
two, and to have been afterwards relieved at 
the Inſtance of the ſaid Briſtow, by the ſaid 
Vizier: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that all or any of the ſuppoſed Actings, Doings, 
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and Proceedings, by bim che ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, or by his ſuppoſed Authority, Council, 
Connivance, or Neglect, done, perpetrated, or 
omitted, were of the Nature, or productive of 
the Effects, or accompliſhed by the Means, in 
the {aid Article mentioned, or that he is in all 
or any of the {everal Reſpects above rnentioned 
guilty of any Crime or Miſdemcanour. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he ever endeavoured to ſet up any falſe, fri- 
volous, wicked, or malicious Pretences, in Jul- 
tification of any Acts of him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, or that he ever attempted to impole 
any ſuch upon the Directors of the Faſt India 
Company, or the Britiſh Nation, or that he 
ever brought any malicious or unfounded Accu- 
{ations againſt the ſaid Begums, or that he has 
ever endeavoured to ſupport ſuch Accuſations 
as were brought againſt them, by any Means 
difgraceful to the Britiſh Government, or by 
any Proſtitution of the Character of Britiſn 
Juſtice in India. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
itings denies that he did ſtifle, or in any Manner 
unduly prevent, an Enquiry into the Crimes 
charged againſt the ſaid Begums, or that he 
was bound to make ſuch Enquiry in conſe— 
quence of any Declarations or Directions of the 
Court of Directors, or that the ſaid Court did 
make ſuch Declarations, or fend ſuch Direc- 
tions relative thereto, as are in the ſaid Second 
Article mentioned. And the laid Warren Ha— 
ſtings admits, that inaſmuch as he did not 
apprehend that an Enquiry, for the Purpole 
above ſtated, was cither commanded by the ſaid 

Ws Direc- 
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Directors, or in any Manner neceſſary or expe- 
dient to be made, he did vote againſt a Propo- 
ſition made by Mr. Stables for that Purpoſe; 
but he denies that he did thereby endeavour to 

aſs an Act of Indemnity for his own Crimes, 
he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not being con- 
ſcious of any Crimes requiring ſuch Indemnity ; 
nor did inſult the Sufferings of any Allies of the 
Company, nor ſhew a Contempt of the Au- 
thority or Opinion of the Court of Directors. 
And the ſaid Warren Haltings, as to the Matter 
of Aggravation in the Second Article, laſtly 
ſuggeſted, denies that all or any of his Acts did 
originate in any Corruption whatſoever, or did 
originate in, or were in any Manner influenced 
by, the ſuppoled Preſent or Bribe, in the ſaid 
Second Article mentioned, or that he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, at or about the Time of 
executing the ſaid Treaty at Chunar, or at any 
other Time, accept or take to his own Uſe a 
Preient or Bribe of One hundred thouſand 
Pounds, or of any other Sum, from the ſaid 
Nabob of Oude, or that he did in any Manner 
act contrary to his Duty, the Orders of his 
Maſters, or the poſitive Directions of Law, or 
to the Diſcredit, Diſgrace, or Diſhonour of the 
Britiſh Name or Character. 


( 63-3 


THIRD ARTICLE 


JN Anſwer to the Third Article, the ſaid 

Warren Haſtings ſays, he has been informed 
that an ancient Friendſhip did ſubſiſt between 
the Nabob Shuja Dowla, Vizier of the Em- 
pire, and the Houſe of Muzuffer Jung, in 
the ſaid Third Article mentioned ; but whether 
any and what Treaties in particular were enter- 
ed into between the ſaid Shuja Dowla and 
Ahmud Khan, the ſaid Warren Haſtings does 
not know nor can ſet forth ; he believes, how- 
ever, that the ſaid Ahmud Khan was a Chief 
of the Nation of Affghans or Patans, of ſuch 
Family, and whole Anceſtors filled ſuch Station 
in the Annals of Indoſtan, as 1s ſtated in the ſaid 
Third Article: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
ſays, that he does not know or believe that 
the Anceſtors of the ſaid Ahmud Khan have 
been, from an early Period, or ever were, 


Friends, or Allies, of the Britiſh Power in 
India. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, That 
he does not know nor is informed whether, 
„ during the Life of the ſaid Ahmud Khan, the 
e ſaid Shuja Dowla did unjuſtly withhold and 
„ retain Poſſeſſion of certain Territories which 
* did of Right belong to the ſaid Ahmud 
6 Khan,” nor whether he and his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor Aſſof o' Dowla, or either of them, did, 
under Pretext of Friendſhip, Protection, and 

Guard1an- 
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Guardianſhip or Muzuffer Jung, Son and Suc- 
ceſſor to the ſaid Ahmud Khan, make new and 
repeated Invaſions of the Rights and PoſI-ons 
of the ſaid Muzuſter Jung, during his Minority, 
nor whether they did fraudulently obtain from 
the ſaid Muzuiter Jung, an Inſtrument, or pre- 
tended THRrUMEnt or Treaty, derogatory to 
former Treaties, and the Rights of Muzuffer 
Jung; but he has heard and believes that a 
Treaty was entered into between the ſaid Aﬀot 
o' Dowla and the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, fome 
Time in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-five; and that the ſaid Aſſof o' 
Dowla did appoint and place an Officer called a 
Sezawel in the Territories of the ſaid Muzuffer 
Jung. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings fays, he 
has b-en informed that the Sezawel ſo appointed 
was ſevere in the Exerciſe of his Authority, in 
the Collection of the Tribute ſtipulated to be 
paid by the ſaid EepabF1 and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits that he has expreſſed Doubts of 


the original Juſtice of that Tribute; bur the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings does not know, nor can 
ſtate whether the ſevere Exerciſe of the Autho- 
rity of ſuch Sezawel might or might not have 
been a Cauſe of Ruin to the Country; bur he 
admits it to have occaſioned many Complaints 
from the ſaid Muzuffer Jung; and he allo ad- 
mits that the Amount of that Tribute has for 
ſome Time continued a Part of the Funds 
aſſigned by the ſaid Vizier, as a Proviſion for 
the ſeveral public Demands of the Eaſt India 
Company, on him the ſaid Vizier; and that he 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the Twenty- 


ſecond of May, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty, in order to relieve the faid 
18 Muzuffer 


(93-3 


Muzuffer Jung from the Indignity and Hardihips 
of which he complained, propoſe, and the Board 
of Council of Bengal did, upon the Motion 
of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, reſolve, 
«© That One of the Company's Civil Servants 
« ſhould be forthwith appointed Collector of 
„ the Vizier's Aſſignments to the Company, 
% on the Revenues of the Nabob of Furrukka- 
„ bad, with the ſame Allowances and the {ame 
« Powers as had been given to the Native 
« Sezawel; and that he ſhould be ordered to 
4 proceed with all poſſible Expedition to Luc- 
« know, where he would be inveſted by the Re- 
<« ſident with the Charge of that Office, and 
« receive from him the neceſſary Inſtructions 
& for his Conduct in the Diſcharge of the ſame.” 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that he 
did propoſe, and that the Board did adopt, the 
ſaid Meaſure, upon ſuch Reaſons, and for ſuch 
Purpoſes, amongſt others, as are in the {ſaid 
Third Article ſtated ; and that Mr. Shee was, 
in conſequence thereof, appointed to the Office 
aforeſaid : But the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that the ſaid Muzuffer Jung was, by the afore- 
ſaid, or any Acts, or by any Powers or Autho- 
rities given or authorized by him the faid 
Warren Haſtings, completely taken under the 
Protection of the Eaſt India Company, or that 
the ſaid Company, and their Servants and Re- 
preſentatives, or that he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, as Governor General, ever became 
reſponſible for the Government of the Terri— 
tories of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, or werestub- 
1ect to ſuch Obligations as are in. the ſaid Third 
Article ſtated, 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, That 
he did, ſoon after the Execution of the Treaty 
of Chunar, declare, “ that if Muzuffer Jung 
*« muſt endure Oppreſſion, and he the ſaid 
« Warren Haſtings dared not, at that Time, 
* propoſe his total Relief, it concerned the 
e Reputation of the Eaſt India Company's 
« Government to remove their Participation 
t init.” And that he did, at the ſame Time, 
alledge, © that Mr. Shee's Authority over the 
% Territory of Furrukkabad was in itſelf as 
«© much {ubverive of that of its lawful Ruler, 
« 25 that of the Vizier's Aumil, or Sezawel, 
« ever was; and was the more oppreflive as 
c the Power from which it was derived was 
« greater.” And which ſeveral] Propoſitions, 
made in the Terms laſt ſtated, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings maintains to be true. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that he did aſſert, as the 
Fact was, and not falſely pretend, that Muzuffer 
Jung was equally anxious with the Vizier for 
the Recal of the ſaid Shee; and that he did 
aſſert, as the Fact was, and not falſely pretend, 
that it was the Deſire of him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that a proper Guardian ſhould bz 
teleted for the ſaid Muzuffer Jung from 
amongſt the ancient Dependants of his Family, 
if any ſuch could have been found. And the 
{aid Warren Haſtings denies, that the Treaty of 
Chunar, hereinatter menticned, was entered into 
by him upon any falle Pretences whatſoever, or 
in the Exereiſe of any illegal Authority, or 
under the Influence of any ſuch ſuppoſed Bribe 
as in the ſaid Third Article is ſtated, 


be 


AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as to the 
ſaid ſuppoſed Bribe in the ſaid Third Article 
mentioned, craves leave to refer to his Answer 
in this Behalf hereinafter made, And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings admits that he did enter into a 
Treaty at Chunar with the aid Nabob of Oude, 
in which Treaty was contained 2 Stipulation that 
no Britiſh Reſident ſnould be vppornied at Fur- 
rukkabad, and that the then Reſident there 
ſhould be recalled ; but he humbly iniifts that 
ſuch Stipulation was, in the then Situation of 
the contracting Partics, and of HHuzuffer Jung 
himſeif, proper and expedient to he made. And 
the ſaid Warren Haitings denics that he did by 
that Treaty abandon the Country oi Furrukka- 
bad, or deliver over the Prince thereof to the 
Rapacity of the Vizier and his Servant:. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying that he ever 
pretended that the ſaid Shee had been pertorally 
guilty of any Oppreſſion, or that he ever ac- 
cuſed the ſaid Shee thereof, admits that he as 
never attempted to bring the ſaid Shee to rial 
for any Offence of that nature; and that the 
ſaid Shee ſoon after his Recal having applied to 
the Governor General and Council, taking No- 
tice of an Order made by the Board for allow- 
ing the Company's Servants removed trom thuir 
Offices in conſequence of ſome late Arrange- 
ments, to draw the ſame Allowances as they 
had before drawn, until they ſhould be appaoin:- 
ed to other Offices, or until the Board inv::14 
be pleaſed to withdraw that Indulgence; 3nd 
having at the ſame Time repreler:ted to the 
Board that he had not, ſince the general Ar. 
rangements in the Vizicr's Country had renucred 
bis Removal from Office neceſſary, received any 
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tuch Allowances from the Company, the ſaid 


Shee 


Pepe that the ſame Salary which Revenue 


Collectors uſually received might be granted 
him; and that it was thereupon agreed by the 
Board that Mr. Shee ſhould be allowed the ſame 


Salary as had been granted to the Revenue 


Collectors, 


and that he ſhould draw it from 


the Time of his Removal from his late Office, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that any 
Penſion was otherwiſe, or in any other Manner, 
conferred upon the ſaid Shee, than is herein be- 
fore ſtated. And the ſaid Warren Hallings ſays, 

that at a Board of Council keld on the Ninth of 
December, One thouſand Seven hundred and 


Eighty-three, the ſaid Shee was upon the 


Re- 


commindation of Mr, Wheler, a Member of 
the ſaid Board, appointed Judge of the Dewany 
in the Room of Mr. Dun. 


Adawlut at Dacca, 
canion, deceaſed. But 
denies 


tne ſaid Warren Haſtings 
that the faid Office was conferred by him 


alone, or upon his own Motion, or in any other 
Manner than is above ſtated. 


AND 5 ſaid Warren Haſtings avers, that 
the alledged Grounds of the fa ud Treaty were 
founded in Truth, and that there is no ſufficient 
Reaſon to diſbelleve the ſame, or to conclude, as 
by the ſaid Article is alledged, that the ſuppoſed 
Bribe above mentioned was the real Ground of 
the ſaid Treaty. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


ſolemnly denies the fame ſo to have been, 
the laid Warren Haſtings denies that it was 


And 


meant by the ſaid Treaty that the ſaid Vizier 
ſhould have an uncontrolled Authority over 
Furrukkabad, or that any other Proviſion or 
Stipulation was therein contained relative to 


Furruk- 


(Eg...) 


Furrukkabad than that herein before mentioned, 
But he admits that the ſaid Vizier did ſhortly 
afterwards appoint + perſon named Almals Ali 
Cawn o manage tie Affairs of Ft urrukkabad; 
and thar the ſaid Warren Haſtings did there- 
upon repreſ-nt to the laid Vizier the Impro- 
priety of tuch his Appointment, and requeſt of 
bim to direct his Miniſters to refrain from all 
kind of Interference in the interna! Management 
of Furrukkabad. He denies, however, that he 
did comprl the ſaid Vizier to recal that A ppoint- 
ment, or that he did in that Reſpect, or in any 


other Manner whatſoever, violate the Treaty of 
Chunar. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
he did, about the Month of November, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, ſug- 
geſt to the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, that as he would 
be then left in the uncontrolled Management of 
his own Affairs, it would be incumbent on him 
to give the ſtricteſt Attention to them, both for 
his own Honour and Intereſt, and the Welfare 
of his People; to effect which Purpoſes the ſaid 
Warren Haltings did recommend to the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung to employ able Men of approv- 
ed good Character; and did further ſuggeſt, 
that Subghut Oolly Cawn, his Vakeel, had been 
with the ſaid Warren Haſtings for Years, and 
appeared to have conducted himſelf with Fide- 
lity and Attachment, and, as the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings underſtood, was much employed and 
truſted by the Father of the ſaid Muzuffer 
Jung; that his Services intitled him to Reward 
and Conſideration from him the ſaid Muzuffer 
Jung; and that his Zeal and Abilities, if placed 

in 
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in a proper Situation, might produce import- 
ant Advantages to himſelf and his Country. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
the Suggeſtion thus made in favour of Subghut 
Oolla, involved any Contradittion to the Reatons 
before given by him for the Appointment of Mr, 
Shee, the ſaid Subghut Oolla not being one of 
the ſaid Muzuffer Jung's Servants, to whom the 
taid Warren Haſtings had before imputed cither 
Knavery or Corruption. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did, about the Time laſt mentioned, or at 
any other Time whatſoever, render bimſelf, nor 
did he ever become, reſponſible to the ſaid Vi- 
zier for the Payment of the Tribute payavle to 
the ſaid Vizier by Muzufter Jung; but he ad- 
mits, that the ſaid T ribute was not paid by the 
ſaid Subghut Oolla to the ſaid Vizier: He de- 
nics, however, that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
was, in reſpect thereof, guilty of any Breach of 
Faith to the ſaid Vizier. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
in conſequence of the Non-payment of the ſaid 
Tribute, and other Miſconduct of the ſaid Sub- 
ghut Colla, and of a Declaration which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings underſtood the ſaid Subghut 
Oolla to have made, and which he believed to be 
falſe and ſcandalous, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, on the T wenty-ſeventh of April, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty-two, write the 
following Letter to the ſaid. Muzuffer Jung: «© I 
* lately learnt that Subghut Oolla Khan has told 
you, that he was obliged po give TE Sums 

cc in 


I; 


*in Bribes to the Engliſh Gentlemen, for pro- 
« curing the Releaſe of your Country, and that 
« he demands Aſſignments of a Sum as far as 
« Six Lacks of Rupees. This is entirely falſe— 
« Out of Regard to the Juſtice and Wiſdom 
« of the Vizicr, I with Labour and Difficulty 
« procured the Relinquiſhment of it from his 
« Highneſs, and the Removal of his Aumil, 
« on this Condition, that you ſhould pay duly 

the Rent payable to the Nabob's Government, 
40 according to the Kiſts; and I delivered the 
« Country into your Hends, From this Tranſ— 
« action | had expected Reputation to myſelf; 
but, on the contrary, | am now diſgraced. 
« Such Conduct in Subghut Oolla Khan deſerves 
% ſevere Puniſhment, and makes him unfit to 
ebe any longer truſted ; and you will therefore 
« make him reſtore what Money he may have 
taken, and never ſuffer him to be again em- 
ployed in the Affairs of your Government,— 
% I write this from my Friendſhip.““ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, thet 
having afterwards received from the ſaid Mu- 
zuffer Jung a Letter in favour of the ſaid Sub- 
ohut Oolla; declaring, that the ſaid Subghur 
Oolla had not made any ſuch Declaration as had 
been reported, and that it was certain the ſaid 
Subghut Oolla had not given One Rupee to any 
Gentleman; ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not 
further interiere to procure the ſaid Subghut 
Oolla's Diſmiſſion, or the Subſtitution of any 
other Perſon in his Place. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Board at Calcutta did, by a Letter dared the 
14 Eleventh 
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Eleventh of July, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty-two, addreſſed to Mr. Middleton 
then Reſident at Oude, obſerve, that the ſaid 
Reſident had not received any Part of the Sum 
expected from Furruckabad, and were lurpriſed 
that he had not intimated in his Letter to the 
Board, or to the Governor General, the Cir- 
cumſtances which had prevented him from re- 
ceiving any part of the Sum expected from the 
Nabob Muzuffer Jung; and that ſhould it pro- 
ceed from an Advantage taken by him of their 
Mediation with the Nabob Vizier, the Board di- 
rected that he ſhould immediately afford him 
effectual aſſiſtance for the Recovery of what 
might be due to him from Muzuffer Jung, and 
expreſsly to withdraw all other Interference with 


that Nabob. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Middleton, in Anſwer to the ſaid Let- 
ter, did repreſent that the Board had antici- 
pated his Reply, by adverting to what they con- 
jectured might have been the Cauſe of the total 
Failure in the Collection of Furruckabad, which 
was, as they juſtly ſuppoſed, an improper Ad- 
vantage taken by Muzuffer Jung, of the Me- 
diation employed with the Nabob Vizter in his 
Behalf: That he the ſaid Middleton had there- 
tore immediately, upon Receipt of the Orders 
of the Board, withdrawn all Mediation and In- 
terference which ſtood between the Nabob Vi- 
zier, and the Collection of the Tribute from 
Furruckabad, and had afforded him the Aſſiſt- 
ance directed, by ſending a Regiment to ſupport 
the Sezawel appointed by his Excellency for 


the Collection of the Tribute of the enſuing Year, 
AND 


o SCS 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Company's Mediation and Interference in 
favour of the faid Muzuffer Jung were with— 
drawn, and the Aſſiſtance ſtared in the faid 
Third Article given to the ſaid Vizier, for the 
Recovery of his Claims upon Furrukkabad, for 
the Reaſons ſtated in the ſaid Orders; and in 
virtue of thoſe Orders only; but the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings denies, that his Conduct in reſpect 
to the Meaſure ſtated in the ſaid Third Article, 
was in Contradiction to any Principle of Juſtice 
or Equity towards the laid Muzuffer Jung. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, he has 
been informed that the ſaid Native Sczawel did 
renew Severities formerly exerciſed in reſpect 
to the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
he did fome Time in October, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and E1ghty-two, receive a Letter 
of Compiaint from the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, re- 
queſting a Renewal of the Mediation of the Ben- 
gal Government, for the Purpoſe of procuring a 
Recal of the V1zier's Sezawel; which Letter was 
immediately, according to the uſual Practice of 
the Settlement, entered in the Book of Perſian 
Correſpondence for the Inſpection of the Board; 
and that afterwards ſimilar Complaints were at 
different Times received by the Board at Cal- 
cutta, through Mr. Briſtow; and that a Letter 
to the ſame Effect was received from the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung, in the Month of February, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he was guilty of any Delay or Breach of Duty 
in reſpect to the ſaid Complaints; but ſays, that 
the Board did not deem it expedient to inter- 
fere with the Vizier for the Recal of the Seza- 
wel at Furrukkabad, until the Month of Octo— 
ber, One thouland Seven hundred and Eighty- 
three; and he denies that the Conduct of him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the Matters afore- 
ſaid, was in any Degree incompatible with the 
Honour or Dignity of the Britiſh Government, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
in the Month of October, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, he did, from a Senſe 
of Submiſſion to the implied Orders of the Court 
of Directors, as well as from an Opinion of 
the Propriety of the Meaſure, propoſe to the 
Council at Bengal, and the ſaid Council did ac- 
cordingly reſolve, to appoint a Reſident at Fur- 
rukkabad, if the Conlent of the Nabob Vizier 
could be previouſly obtained, and that Mr. 
Willes ſhould be ſuch Reſident ; which Conſent 
being obtained, the ſaid Mr. Willes did after- 
wards proceed to the ſaid City, in the Execution 
of his Duty. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
the ſaid Mr. Willes was impeded in the Execu- 


tion of his Duty by any Neglect or Orders of 
him the {aid Warren Haſtings. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
either by entering into the Treaty of Chunar, 
or that by any Conſent or Authority to be im- 

plied 


.. 


lied therefrom; or that in all or any of the 
Eden Inſtances of Miſconduct ſtated in the 
ſaid Third Article in reſpect to the ſaid Vizier 
and Muzuffer Jung reſpectively; or that by the 
ſaid ſeveral ſuppoſed Acts or Deeds done or 
omitted, or ſuppoſed to be done or omitted by 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings has been guilty either of Neglect 
of Duty, Uſurpation of Authority, Breach of 
Treaty, or Duplicity towards either the ſaid Vi- 
zier, or the ſaid Muzuffer Jung; or that he has, 
in any of theſe Reſpects, brought any Diſgrace 
upon the Britiſ Name, or any Diſcredit upon 
the Britiſh Government in India ; or that he 
ever reduced himſelf to the Alternative of bein 
guilty of a Breach of Faith, either to the Vizier 
cr Muzuffer Jung, as is ſuggeſted in the ſaid 
Third Article; or that by all or any of the ſe— 
veral Acts ſtated in the ſaid Third Article, ſo far 
as the ſame or any of them were by him done or 
committed, he was, or is guilty of any Crime 
or Miſdemeanour whatſoever, 


FOURTH ARTICLE 


JN Anſwer to the Fourth Article, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings admits it to have been 
his Duty while Governor General of Bengal, 
ſtrictly to attend to the Expenditure of Public 
Money; and more particularly in a Time of 
War and Public Diſtreſs, to be careful that 
thoſe Reyenues upon which the Welfare and 
L 2 Safety 
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Safety of the Empire did neceſſarily depend, 
ſhould not be diminiſhed or ruined by Diſſipa- 
tion or Prodigality, and ſhould not be diverted 
from the Public Service, or ſquandered for the 
Purpoſe of increaſing his own Perſonal Influence, 
or providing for his Dependants. 


AND allo, that it was his Duty in every In- 
ſtance in his Power to pay due Obedience to the 
Ordeis of the Court of Directors: But the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings humbly contends, ſuch laſt 
mentioned Duty did not require Compliance 
with the ſaid Orders, in Caſes where ſuch Com- 
pliance would have been materially injurious to 
the Intereſts of the Eaſt India Company, or the 
Britiſh Nation, or where ſome important Advan- 
tage to ſuch Intereſts might be attained by a 
Deviation therefrom. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that rhe Court of Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company, by the Thirty-lixth 
Paragraph of the General Inſtructions given to 
the Governor General and Council in March, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-four, re- 
ching, that as all the Company's Buſineſs which 
could conveniently be performed by Contract 
was fo performed in Bengal, did direct as 1n the 
ſaid Fourth Article is ſtated, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
ſuch expreſs Order of the ſaid Court was made in 
the Year One thouland Seven hundred and Se- 
venty, as in the ſaid Fourth Article is ſtated ; 
and that divers other Orders and Commands to 
the ſame Purpoſe and Effect may have been 
iſſued by the ſaid Court of Directors at different 
Times to their Servants in India. 

AND 


1 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the Opium produced in Bengal and Bahar is a 
very conſiderable and lucrative Article in the 
Export Trade of the ſaid Provinces, and that it 
has been for a conſiderable Length of Time 
managed under a Monopoly. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings admits, that of late Years, 
(that is to ſay) ever ſince the Year One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Seventy-three, when, 
in conſequence of a Propoſal from the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, the ſaid Monopoly was taken from 
private Perſons, by whom it had been before 
excluſively held without any Participation of the 
Eaſt India Company, into the Poſſeſſion of the 
iaid Company, great Advantage has reſulted 
from the fame to the ſaid Company. 


A ND the faid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
of late Years the Optum has been provided by 
Contract; but he ſays, that it would not have 
been expedient or conducive to the Intereſt of 
the Eaſt India Company, previous to the Con- 
tracts for this Commodity being made, or in the 
making thereof, to have obſerved and followed 
all the Rules and Regulations preſcribed by the 
Directors of the Eait India Company 1n regard 
to Contracts in general. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
Doubts having ariſen in Council at Bengal, whe- 
ther the Management of the Opium "Concern 
ought, as an Article of Revenue, to be lodged 
with the Governor and Council, or as an Article 
of Commerce, to be veſted in the Board of 
Trade; and the ſame having been communi— 
cated to the Court of Directors, they were pleaſed 
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to direct as follows: As the Revenue Coun- 
* cil at Patna are of Opinion that the Opium 
* Buſinels may be more conveniently conduct- 
* ed by their Board than by our Commercial 
& Servants, on that Conſideration only we di- 
& rect that the Proviſion thereof be continued 
% under your Management; but that you con- 
& {jon the ſame, when provided, to our Board 
* of Trade at prime Colt, who are to diſpoſe 
e thereof at Public Auction, and to apply the 
& Produce towards the Proviſion of our In- 
« veſtment.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits it to 
have been his Duty, not only to be careful in the 
Expenditure of the Public Money in the mak- 
ing of Contracts, and in providing for the Public 
Service, but allo to be particularly careful not 
to laviſh the Money of his Employers in ex- 
ceſſive Salaries and Emoluments to favoured In- 
dividuals. 


AND the ſaid Warren Taſtings admits, that 
the Court of Directors did order and direct that 
the Sum of Six thouſand Pounds per Annum 


ſhould be paid to the Commander in Chief in 


full tor his Services as Commander in Chief, in 
licu of Travelling Charges, and of all other 
Emoluments whatſoever. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits, that it was his Duty not to 
create by his Prodigality any public Diſtreſs, 
and denies, that he was guilty of any Prodiga- 
lity, or of any violent or oppreſſive Acts what- 
toever, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that it was his Duty not to rob any Perſon 
whomloever, 

AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did enter into any Contract of the Nature, or 
with the Views, or in the Manner, or which was 

roductive of the Conſequences, in the fait 
Fourth Article mentioned, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did authorize or approve of any enormous 
Salaries or extravagant Allowances, or did la- 
viſh away any Part of the Reſources of the 
Company, or of the Princes in Alliance with 
them, as in the ſaid Fourth Article is ſtated. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
it having been determined in Council that Opium 
' ſhould be provided by Contract, the Governor 
General and Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
being Governor General, did in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- ſeven, 
when the former Contract was near its Expira— 
tion, unanimouſly agree to accept Propoſals 
from John Mackenzie, for a Contract with him 
for Opium, to be provided on Terms nearly 
the ſame with, but more favourable than, the 
tormer Contract. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the ſaid Contract was granted for a Term of 
Three Years without any previous Advertiſe— 
ment, it having been by the ſaid Governor 
General and Council deemed for the Advantage 
of the Eaſt India Company to make a Contract 
for the ſaid Commodity in that Manner, and for 
that Term. 


AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany concelving, contrary to the Fact, that the 
jaid Contract had been made, not only without 
any Advertiſement, but likewiſe without any 
previous Enquiries neceſſary to guide the 
Judgment of the ſaid Governor General and 
Council therein, and to warrant the ſaid Mea- 
ſure, d1d expreſs their Diſapprobation of the 
Manner in which they ſuppoſed the ſaid Contract 
to have been made; but the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings denies, that the ſaid Court of Directors 
did condemn either the Continuance of the 
Monopoly, or the Management thereof by 
Contract, or the Term of Years for which the 
ſaid Contract with the faid John Mackenzie 
had been made. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Governor General and the Council, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings being Governor General, 
did judge it expedient, and did accordingly 
relolve, to transfer the Sale of Opium, from the 
Board of Trade to another Department, which 
Meaſure, though contrary to the Letter of the 
Orders of the Court of Directors, it was con— 
ccived by the ſaid Governor General and Coun- 
cil, would more effectually carry into Execu- 
tion the Intentions of the ſaid Court, in giving 
the ſaid Orders; and which Meaſure, with the 
Reaſons for the fame, was immediately com- 
municated by the ſaid Gavernor General and 
Council to the faid Court of Directors, by a 
Letter bearing Dare the Twenty-fitth Novem- 
ber, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty, 
and the ſame has been ſince continued. 

AND 


Ct) 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that, in the Year One thouſand Seven 
hatred and Eighty-one, at the uſual and pro- 
per Period of making the Contract for Opium, 
the then Situation of Public Affairs having 
rendered it more expedient to extend the Period, 
for which ſuch Contract ſhould be made, beyond 
the Term of One Year, the Governor General 
and Council, the faid Warren Haſtings being 
Governor General, did, in Conſideration there- 
of, reſolve,“ That the Contract for the Pro- 
% viſion of the Opium produced in Bengal and 

Bahar ſhould be granted to Mr. Stephen 
© Sulivan for the Term of Four Years, on the 
*« {ame Conditions as it was then held by Mr. 
„% Mackenzie, the then Contractor: But the 
laid Warren Haſtings denies, that the ſaid Con- 
tract was made with the laid Stephen Sulivan 
on more advantageous Terms for the Contractor 
than the fame would have been made with any 
other Perſon. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that the ſaid Contract was made with- 
out advertifing for Propoſals, or receiving from 
che ſaid Stephen Sulivan any written Propoſals 
for the fame; and that the ſaid Contract did not 
contain any Clauſe, providing that the fame 
ſhould be liable to be determined by the Orders 
of the Court of Directors. But the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings denies, that any Clauſe was 1n- 
ſerred in the preceding Contract, reſpecting 
the Determination of the ſame by the Court oi 
Directors, in any other Event than that of their 
relinquiſhing the excluſive Property in the Trade 
of Opium, and making it free, in Which Cale 
the ſaid Contract was to remain in force only 
tor the current Year, of which Event there 
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had ceaſed to be any Probability prior to the 


Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
one. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did take away Reſtrictions uſually and pro— 
vidently impoſed upon the Contractor in Con— 
tracts of that Nature; but he admits, that he, 
as Governor General, and the Council, did re- 
ſolve, that there being no longer Occalion for 
Inſpectors to ſuperintend the Manufacture ot 
the Opium delivered by the Contractor, fince 
the Reaſons which induced the Board to appoint 
thoſe Officers no longer exiſted, their Appoint- 
ments ſhould be aboliſhed; and, in licu there- 
of, it was in the ſaid Contract of the faid Stephen 
Sultvan ſtipulated, that, on the Arrival of the 
Opium at Calcutta, it ſhould be ſubject to the 
Inſpection and Controul of ſuch Pertons as the 
Governor General and Council might appoint 
for that Purpoſe. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings inſiſts, that the Regulation ſubſtituted 
by the Governor Genera] and Council, in heu 
of ſuch Inſpection, did as effectually guard 
againſt the Commiſton of any Fraud by the 
Contractor, and was in other Reſpects more 
advantageous to the Eaſt India Company. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
the ſaid Contract was granted upon Terms ex- 
travagant or profuſe, or for the Purpoſe of 
creating an inſtant Fortune to the ſaid Sulivan; 
but, on the contrary, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
avers, that the Terms of the ſaid Contract 
were as advantageous to the Ealt India Com- 
pany as the Terms of the preceding — 
5 made 


„ 


made by or on the Part of the ſaid Com- 
pany, for the Proviſion of the ſaid Commo— 
dity, and ſuch as the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


and the Council at that Time did believe to 
be fair and reaſonable. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings believes 

the ſaid Sulivan to have been a Perſon pro- 
perly qualified to execute the ſaid Contract: 
And he lays, that a proper and ſufficient Secu- 


rity was taken from him for the due Perform- 
ance thereof, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
the ſaid Sul:van did not ever execute, or attempt 
to execute, the ſaid Contract; but whether the 
{21d Sulivan did, on or before the Execution of 
the Articles between him and the Governor 
General and Council, transfer his Intereſt in 
the ſaid Contract ro John Benn Eſquire, or 
whether the ſaid Benn did afterwards transfer 
the ſame to any other Perſon, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings declares himſelf ignorant, except as 
he has heard the ſame by Report ſince his Ar- 
rival in England, or has been informed by the 
ſaid Articles, and the Proceedings before the 
Honourable the Houſe of Commons, touching 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Governor General and Council, he being 
Governor General, did, in the Year One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and F:izhty-one, declare, 
as the Truth was, that the Employment of the 
Shipping belonging to Bengal, in ſupplying 
the Coalt with Grain, and the Difficulties and 

M 2 Ovuitruce 
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Obſtructions apprehended in the Navigation of 
the China Seas from the Cruizers and Privateers 
which had been, and were expected to be fitted 
out from the Ifle of France, Batavia, and other 
Places, to interrupt the Trade of the Eaſtward, 
6 had ſo much reduced the Demand for Opium, 
up that they had found no Bidders at the Com- 
* pany's Sales at the Cloſe of the laſt and the 
Commencement of the then Year, nor any Per- 
V ſons willing to become Purchaſers of that Ar- 
1 ticle at the moderate Price of Four hundred 
TK Rupees per Cheſt, at which it was afterwards 
expoſed for private Sale; from which Cauſes 
ö almoſt the whole Produce remained on their 
Hands: Burt he denies that he ever monopo— 
lized Opium at an extravagant Rate, or that 
17 no Attempts were made by Perſons employed 
FM by the Governor General and Council to ſell 
1 

: 


the ſame at a low Price, 


44 AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, he 
11 does not know or believe that there were any 
7 Perſons in Calcutta who had Authority to bid 


for the Whole or the greateſt Part of the ſaid 
Opium, upon any Terms which it would have 
been for the Intereſt of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany to have accepted. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies that he did, in order to favour 
any Individuals, borrow Money at a large In- 
tereſt, for the Purpoſe of advancing the ſame to 
the Contractor laſt mentioned; but he ſays, 
that no other Advances were made to the ſaid 
Contractor, than ſuch as were agreeable to the 
Terms of his Contract; and that the Sum of 
Money, mentioned in the ſaid Fourth Article 
to have been borrowed, was borrowed in the 

Abſence 


t 


Abſence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order 
to raiſe a Supply of Money to enable the Board 
to anſwer the heavy Calls which had been made 
on them from the other Preſidencies, and to 
make up for the Failure of the Reſource <x- 
pected from the Sale of the Opium. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Opium was, by Order of the Governor 
General and Council, he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings being Governor Genera], exported to 
the Eaſtern Iſlands, and to China, on the ſaid 
Company's Account; which Meaſure, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings avers, was, in the then State 
of the Company's Affairs, proper and expe- 
dient. | 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, That 
he has heard, and believes, that the Importation 
of Opium is forbidden in China, | 


AND he admits, that the ſaid Plan was 
attended with ſome Riſk and Hazard, and that, 
in the Courſe of the Execution of the ſaid Plan, 
the Succeſs of it was in ſome Meaſure di- 
miniſhed in conſequence of a . Capture by the 
Dutch of one of the Ships employed in convey- 
ing Part of the Opium; which Capture was the 
only Loſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings knows, or 
has heard, that the Eaſt India Company ever 
ſuffered by the ſaid Plan, which he denies to 


have produced any Diſgrace to the Britiſh Cha- 
racter in India. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying 
that he ever acted in the Proſecution of a Syſ- 
/ tem 
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tem of Diſobedience to Orders, or of Prodi- 
gality or Profuſion, or that he was ever guilty 
of any Prodigality or Profuſion, ſays, that ſome 
Time in the Year One thouſand Seven hun- 
drei and Seventy-leven, the Governor General 
and Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings being 
then Governor General, did accept of Propo- 
{als for providing Draft and Carriage Bullocks 
to the Army for Three Years, without adver- 
tiling for the ſame; and that afterwards, ſoon 
after the Commencement of the War in India, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without, as he ad- 
mits, any Complaint made on the Part of the 
Contractor, but not without any Complaint on 
the Part of the Army, but, on the contrary, 
after repeated and urgent Repreſentations from 
the principal Officers commanding the ſame, 
that the ſubſiſting Contract (One- half of the 
Time limited for the Duration whereof he ad- 
mits to have been then unexpired) was inade- 
quate to the regular Supply of that Service, 
did approve of certain Alterations in the ſaid 
Contract, which, in his own Judgment, and that 
of the ſaid principal Military Officers, were 
eſſential and neceſſary; and the ſame having 
been reſerved for the Opinion of, and having 
afterwards undergone the Correction of Sir Eyre 
Coote, the then Commander in Chief of all "he 
Company's Forces in India, and having been 
by him propoſed in Council, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, as Governor General, did votefor, and 
a Majority of the Board in Council did pals, a 
Reſolution in the following Words, viz, << That 
„ the Plan recommended by the Commander 
© in Chief for a new Contract for the Draft and 
6. Carriage Leude be approved, and that an 
« Offer 
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« Offer be made to the preſent Contractor to 


« contract with him on the Terms preſcribed 
« therein, inſtead of the Contract now in force.” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
it was by the ſaid Board deemed expedient, that 
the ſaid Contract ſhould be made for the Term 
of Five Years; but he ſays, that the Conditions 
thereof, though in ſome Reſpects more advan- 
tageous to the Contractor, were alſo more ad- 
vantageous to the Eaſt India Company than the 
then ſubſiſting Contract. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that the Governor General and 
Council did by the ſaid Contract agree for a 
Number of Bullocks, exceeding the Number 
which the Commander in Chief had declared to 
be ſufficient for the whole Army, or for a 
greater Number than the Public Service then 
required; and though the Rate at which the ſaid 
Bullocks were by ſuch new Plan contracted for 
was higher than that of the then exiſting Con- 
tract, and though from the encreaſed Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Bullocks, and the Provition neceſſarily 
made for its Support, a conſiderable annual 
Increaſe of Expence was unavoidably occaſion- 
ed, yet he denies that ſuch Increaſe was ei— 
ther wanton, enormous, or unneceſſary. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the ſaid Reſolution, and the Propoſal contained 
in it, were carried into Effect, and that a Con- 
tract, in contequence of it, was made by the 
Governor General and Council with Charles 
Croftes Eſquire; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that, in agreeing to the Terms of the ſaid 
Contract, he was in any Manner influenced by 


C onils 
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Conſiderations of Friendſhip for the ſaid Charles 
Croftes. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that the ſaid Contract was productive of any 
Loſs or Damage to the Eaſt India Company, or 
that it was in Violation of the Orders and Di— 
rections of the Court of Directors. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Contract did contain a Clauſe, by which 
it was agreed, that it ſhould be lawful for the 
Eaſt India Company to extend the ſaid Contract 
for the Term of One Year beyond the fail 
Term of Five Years, in caſe they ſhould be 
minded ſo to do, on One Year's Notice in Writ- 
ing being for that Purpoſe given by the Gover- 
nor General and Council on their Behalf to the 
Contractor; and that it was by the ſaid Clauſe 
alſo agreed, that the ſaid Company ſhould, on 
or before the Expiration of Four Years from the 
Day of the Date of the ſaid Contract, give No- 
tice in-Writing whether they ſhould intend to 
lengthen the ſaid Contract or not: But in caſe 
no ſuch Notice ſhould be given, it was agreed, 
that the ſaid Contract ſhould continue for the 
Space of One Year beyond the ſaid Term of 
Five Years, that is to ſay, unto the Firſt of 
September, One thouland Seven hundred and 


Eighty-five. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Court of Directors, in their Letter of Ele- 
venth of April, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty-one, did expreſs a Diſapprobation of 
ſome Parts of the ſaid Contract, and their Ap- 

robation of other Parts thereof; and that the 
{aid Court of Directors did ſignify their Plea- 

lure 


ns 
ſure reſpecting the Mode to be purſued in caſe 


of any future Contract, in the following Terms: 
« We therefore direct, that in future no greater 
« Number of Draft or Carriage Bullocks be 
ce entertained, to be paid for by the Compary, 
« than ſhall be neceſſary for the Service; that 
ce the Terms of the Contract be always ad- 
« yertiſed One Year at leaſt before the Expira- 
<« tion of the ſubſiſting Contract; that the loweſt 
« Terms, with good Security for the Perform- 
ce ance, be accepted; and that no Contract for 
ec Bullocks be on any Account concluded for 
ce a longer Term than Three Years.” But the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that the ſaid Court 
of Directors did give any particular Directions 
for the Conduct of the ſaid Governor General 
and Council in reſpect to the Determination of 
that Contract, or that they gave any Order that 
the Proviſion of Draft and Carriage Bullocks 
for the Army ſhould in future be managed by 
Contract, in preference to any other Mode. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Attention of the Board not being immedi— 
ately called to the Terms of the ſaid Contract, 
the Period of Time at which previous Notice 
for the Determination of the ſame ſhould have 
been given, was accidentally ſuffered to elapſe; 
in conlequence whereof, the {aid Contract would, 
by virtue of the Clauſe herein before mention— 
ed, have continued for the Term of Six Years, 
that is to ſay, till the Firſt of September, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- five, which 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits would have 
been for a longer Time than the then Situa- 
tion of the Eait India Company's Affairs in 
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India required : But the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
ſays, that to prevent ſuch Continuance, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, on the Second February, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-four, 
when, by the Reſtoration of Peace, a Reduc- 
tion of the Military Eſtabliſnment in Bengal 
had become practicable and ſafe, propoſe in 
Council, and a Majority of the Council did 
accordingly reſolve, to purchaſe an immediate 
Relinquiſhment of the Contract, and the ſame 
was accordingly purchaſed, after it had been 
held only Three Years and an Half, upon ſuch 
Terms as to the Board appeared reaſonable ; 
and which the faid Warren Haſtings denies to 
have been extravagant or unreaſonable, or that 
the Eaſt India Company did, by ſuch Purchaſe, 
{ultain great Loſs and Damage. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
after fuch Purchaſe. the Governor General and 
Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings being Go- 
vernor General, did reſolve, that the Provi- 
ſion of Bullocks for the Army ſhould be con- 
ducted by Agency, believing that the ſame 
might be managed in ſuch Mode with more 
Advantage to the Eaſt India Company than by 
Contract ; and did alſo reſolve, that Sir Charles 
William Blunt ſhould be employed in ſuch 
Agency: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that he did, by concurring in ſuch Reſolution, 
act contrary to his Duty, or to the Orders of 
his Maſters, though he admits that ſuch Mode 
of conducting the Buſineſs was afterwards diſ- 
approved by the Court of Directors, as liable 
to the Objections in the ſaid Fourth Article 


ſtated. | 
13 AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
by all or any of the ſeveral Acts ſuppoled to 
have been done or omitted by him the laid 
Warren Haſtings, he was guilty of any Part of 
the ſuppoſed Offences or Miſconduct in the laid 
Fourth Article charged againſt him. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the late General Sir Eyre Coote having in 
the Month of March, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Seventy-nine, arrived in Bengal, from 
Europe, to take upon himſelf the Co: mmand of 
all the Britiſh Forces in India, then employet! 
in a perilous and extenſive War, did in a few 
Days after his Arrival deliver in to the Council 
of Fort William in Bengal ſeveral Propofiticns, 
by which he inſiſted that certain Allowanccs 
then paid to General Stibbert, Provincial Com- 
mander in Chief on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, 
did devolve upon him the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, 
as Commander in Chief. And the ſaid War— 
ren Haſtings ſays, that the faid Allowances to 
claimed had been granted to the ſaid General 
Stibbert, partly under a Reſolution of the Gy- 
vernor General and Council, he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings being then Governor General, and 
having, as he admits, concurred therein, and 
partly by the expreſs Orders of the Court of 
Directors. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings fur- 
ther ſays, That the ſaid Propoſitions were re— 
ferred by the Council to the Board of Inſpec— 
tion, and a Minute was thereupon delivered in 
by the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, ſetting forth the 
Grounds upon which he had been on his firſt 
Arrival induced to reſt his aforeſaid Claim, and 
that he had ſince more fully examined into the 
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ſame; and further alledging, “ from his long 
N Experience of the Service, the Inſufficiency 
« of his Salary, and that he was certain the 
© Court of Directors never meant he ſhould 
« ſuffer in his private Fortune by carrying on 
ee the public Service, and requeſting that ſuch 


% Meaſures might be adopted as might pre- 


« vent any unneceſſaty Expence from fallin 

upon the Company, and which would at the 
« fame Time enable him to execute the Duties 
«© incumbent on him as their Commander in 
« Chief, to vilit the ſeveral Stations of the 
&« Troops, or to take the Field, if neceſſary, 
c without involving himſelf in Expences which 
« he ſhould be unable to ſupport.” And the 
ſaid Board of Inſpection having taken the ſame 
into Conſideration, it was by the ſaid Board de- 
termined, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings being a 
Member of ſuch Board of Inſpection, and con- 
curring in that Determination, that the Allow- 
ances made to General Stibbert did not devolve 
on the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, nor ought to be 
taken away from the ſaid General Stibbert with- 
out the further Orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors: But in conſideration of the Matters in 
the Minute of the ſaid General Sir Eyre Coote 
ſet forth, and for other Reaſons, which in the 
Judgment of the ſaid Board appeared to war- 
rant ſuch Meaſure, did reſolve that the ſaid Sir 
Eyre Coote ſhould, as Commander in Chief of 
the Forces in India, receive when in the Field 
a ipecified Allowance for himſelf and his Staff, 
for the Purpoſe of defraying the extraordinary 
Expences which his Eſtablithmenr in the Field 
would occaſion. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denics, that by concurring in theſaid Reſolutions 
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of the ſaid Board, he aQed in the Proſecution 
of a corrupt or prodigal Syſtem of Govern— 
ment, or in Contradiction to his Duty and the 


Orders of his Superiors, or with any View to 
increaſe his own Influence, 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy- nine, the ſaid General Sir Eyre Coote 
having deemed it neceſſary to viſit the different 
Stations of the Army, in order to form ſuch 
Military Arrangements as the Service required, 
and it being expected that his Preſence would 
be moſtly confined to the Grand Poſts of the 
Army, ſtationed and employed in the Defence 
of the Dominions of the Nabo» Vizier; and the 
{aid Nabob Vizier being bound ro diſcharge the 
actual Expences of all the Troups employed for 
the Protection of the Countries lying beyond 
the River Carumnaila, it was for theſe and other 
Reaſons reſolved in Council, on the Propoſal of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the Field Al- 
lowances and travelling Charges of the ſaid Sir 
Eyre Coote as Commander in Chiei, when in 
the Field, ſhould be added to the Debit of the 
ſaid Vizier's Account, as a Part of his general 
Subſidy; the {aid Charge to commence from the 
Day of the ſaid Commander in Chief's paſting 
the ſaid River Carumnaſſa, and to continue till 
his Return to the ſame Line; and thar the 
ſa'd Nabob Vizier ſhould be written to on the 
Subject. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that, by propoſing or concurring in ſuch Re— 
ſolution, he acted in the Proſecution of a Syſtem 
of Hrofuſion or Prodigality, or in any Violation 
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of the Treaty between the Eaſt India Company 
and the Nabob Vizier. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
ſome Time in the Month of October, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty, the Court of 
Directors, reſerving for a future Opportunity 
their full Sentiments and Inſtructions on the 
Subject, did expreſs a Diſapprobation of the 
{aid Allowances, and direct that they ſhould be 
diſcontinued on the Receipt of ſuch their Order. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings avers, that the 
ſaid Allowances were immediately on the Receipt 
of the ſaid Order, in obedience thereto, diſcon- 
tinued, And he denies, that he did of his own 
private Authority continue to the ſaid Sir Eyre 
Coote, ſuch Allowances as are in the ſaid Fourth 
Article ſtated, or that the ſame were, by the 
Coramand or Authority of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, continued to be paid by the Vizier 
for the Uſe and Behoof of the ſaid Sir Eyre 
Coote. | 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
denies, that in all or any of the Acts, Orders, 
Allowances, or Contracts done, made, grant= 
ed, or ordered by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of 
any Miſconduct, Offence, Crime, or Miſde- 
meanour whatſoever, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that, in the Month of December, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty, the Governor 
General and Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
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being then Governor General, did appoint 
James Peter Auriol Eſquire to be Agent for 
providing Supplies for the Relief of the Preſi- 
dency of Madraſs, at which Settlement there 
was a great Scarcity of Proviſions: But the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies that this Meaſure was 
in purſuance of any prodigal or corrupt Syſtem 
of Government, or that the ſame was a Mea- 
ſure either prodigal or corrupt. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying 
that he did unite in his own Perſon all the 
Powers of Government, admits that the ſaid 
Auriol did require the uſual Commiſſion, and 
that the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the Council 
did determine that he ſhould be allowed for the 
ſaid Agency a Commiſſion of Fifteen per Cent, 
upon his Diſburſements, the ſaid Warren Ha— 
ſtings and the Council conceiving the ſame to 
have been, under all the Circumſtances, a proper 
Allowance, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that 
the ſaid James Peter Auriol was at the ſame 
Time, and by the fame Authority, appointed 
Agent of Supplies to the other Prelidencies, 
and to the Iſland of Sr. Helena, with the 
ſame Commiſſion. And the ſaid Warren Ha— 


ſtings ſays. that though the Propoſal of the 


ſaid Auriol did not extend to the ſaid other 
Preſidencies, and to the ſaid Ifland, yet the 
ſaid Warren Haſlings did believe that there 
exilted a Neceſſity of providing Supplies for the 
ſame from Bengal, and that the beſt Mode of 
providing them was by the Way of Agency, 


AND 


(90-3 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that 
the ſaid Auriol was, at the Time of ſuch Ap. 
pointment, and had been for ſome Time before, 
one of the Secretaries of the Supreme Council, 
which Office, at the Time when the ſaid Auriol 
ſucceeded to the ſame, had by the public Au- 
thority of the Board, ſuffered a Reduction in 
the regular Salary annexed to it; but the faid 
Warren Haſtings, though he does not remem- 
ber to have made any ſuch Declaration as 
is in the ſaid Fourth Article ſtated, and poſi- 
tively averring, that neither in the Creation of 
the ſaid Agency, norin fixing the Terms there- 


of, he was in any Manner actuated by any Mo- 


tives of private Favour to the ſaid James Peter 
Auriol, humbly inſiſts, thatthe Experience which 
the Eait India Company had acquired, of the 
long and laborious Services of the ſaid James 
Peter Auriol, in the ſaid Office, and of his Abi- 
lities and Integrity, did afford a reaſonable 
Cauſe of Preference in the Choice of a fit Per- 
ſon to execute an Agency of ſo important a 
Nature. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
on the Twenty-fifth Day of March, in the 
Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
two, the Governor General and Council, he be- 
ing then Governor General, did, as a proper 
Alteration in the Allowance of the ſaid Agency, 
reſolve, that, from the bir of Decem- 
ber, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
one, the ſaid Auriol ſhould draw no more Com- 
miſſion on the Freight and Charges of Shipping, 
or on any other Charges, than the Rate of Five 
per Cent, being the cultomary Amount drawn by 

Merchants; 
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Merchants ; but he denies that he was thereby 
guilty of any criminal Miſrepreſentation whatſo— 
ever. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that 
ſome Complaints were made concerning Rice 
and other Proviſions ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol, 

which Complaint having been immediately en- 
quired into, and ſatisfactorily an{wered, and the 
proper Execution of the ſaid Contract, on the 
Part of the ſaid Auriol, having been fully afcer- 
tzined, the ſaid Warren Haſtings further admits 
he did, in concurrence with the other Members 
of the Council, continue the ſaid Auriol in 
the ſaid Agency; but the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings denies that he did diſcourage any uit 
or neceſſary Enquiry into the Execution of this 
Service, or any Complaint of the Non-perform- 
ance thereof, 


AND the ſaid Werren Haſtings denies that 
in any of the ſuppoſed Declarations, or that by 
all or any of the Acts or Deeds by him, touch- 
ing the Matters aforeſaid, made, done, or com- 
mitted, he did violate his Duty, or break the 
Truſt repoſed in him, or that he was or 1s guilty 
of any Crime or Mildemeanour whatloever. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſaye, 
that in the Month of November, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventiy-lix, he did, while 


Governor General and as Commander in Chief 


of Fort William in Bengal, propoſe in Council 
a Plan for ſupplying, by means of an Ageat, 
the Garriſon of that Fort with a continual Stole 


of Proviſions ſufficient for a Siege; which Plan 
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was approved by the Council; but he denies 
that he induced them to approve thereof, other. 
wiſe than by ſtating the Nature of his ſaid Plan, 
and his Reaſons for propoling it; and he admits 
that the ſame was a new Plan; but he avers, 
that an adequate Neceſſity did exiſt for the 


ſaid Appointment. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that at a ſubſequent Meeting of the Board, they 
did, on the Motion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
appoint John Belli Eſquire to the ſaid Agency, 
but the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that he did 
propoſe the ſaid John Belli from a Spirit of cri- 
minal Partiality to his own Favourites, as in the 
{aid Article is charged; but on the contrary 
avers, that his Recommendation of the ſaid John 
Belli was made in full Confidence, that the ſaid 
Trult would thereby be faithfully and effectually 


diſcharged. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 


ſays, that in conſequence of a Reference by 


the Board to Three Merchants, reſpecting the 
provid- 


Rate of Commiſſion to be allowed for 


ing the Articles in queſtion, the ſaid Merchants 
did report their Opinion to be, that no Agent 
could undertake to ſupply the Stores required, 
and to keep up the ſpecified Quantity in con- 
ſtant good Order, for leſs than certain Rates 
therein ſpecified, amounting in the whole to 
Twenty Pounds per Cent.; but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, being convinced from authentic Do- 
cuments and Calculations, as well as from other 
Enquiries, that the ſaid Service could not be 
effectually performed at the Rate of Commiſſion 
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jo reported, did propoſe, and the Board did re- 
ſolve, to fix the Rate of Commiſſion at Fifteen 
per Cent, on providing the ſaid Articles, ang 
Fifteen per Cent. more tor Loſſes ariſing tro n 
replacing decayed and damaged Stores, and re- 
newing the whole Depout of Victualling Stores 
every Year, which the ſaid Agent, by his pro- 
poſed Engagement, was bound to do: And the 
laid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Terms 
were reaſonable and proper, with a View to the 
ellectual Execution of the laid Service. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did make any ſuch Engagements or Declara- 
tion touching the ſaid Commiſſion, as in the ſaid 
Fourth Article is charged agaialt him; but the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that, in conle- 
quence of tome Objections being made to the 
aforeſaid Plan of Supply, he did declare to the 
Effect following, that is to ſay, The Utility or 
& Inutility of the Meaſure which has given rite 
e to theſe Objections and Antwers, will be beſt 
„ proved by its Effect; and that this may be 
“ fairly made, I pledge myfelt that Mr. Belli 
4 ſhall keep exact Accounts of the Purchaſes, 
Charges, and Expenditure of all the Stores 
committed to his Charge, and I will become 
<© reiponlible for his producing them before 
„ the Board, if ever the Court of Directors 
6 ſhall be pleaſed to order it; and that the 
« Profits ariſing therefrom ſhall be paid into 
„ the Company's Treaſury, and appropriated 
as they ſhail direct, if they ſhall not deem 
them the juſt Reward of Mr. Belli's Services 
and Fidelity.“ 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 


he had any Connection or Concern, direct! 
or indirectly, in the Intereſts of the ſaid John 
Belli, touching the ſaid Agency, or in any other 
Reipect whatſoever, 


AN D the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Cort of Directors having, upon an erro- 
ne015 $:.4cment of the Profits of the ſaid John 

, &r-acd a proportionable Reduction of 

em to be made; and it having appeared that 
the Am unt of the Profits actually received by 
the aid John Eclli were much below the Amount 
virtually allowed him by the ſaid Orders, the ſaid 
Warren taſtings and the Council did agree that 
the Subject ſhouid again be referred to the Con- 
ſideration of the Court of Directors, and the 
jame was referred accordingly; but no further 
Orders were received from them on that Subject, 
during the Tims the ſaid Warren Haſtings re- 
mained in India. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
in the Month of Auguſt, One thouſand Seven 
hunured and Seventy- nine, the Board of Coun- 
cil, on the Motion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did agree to convert the Agency of the ſaid 
John Belli ioto a Contract for the Space of Fixe 
Years, on the fame Terms, and at the ſame 
Rate of Allowance, as before mentioned; but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that the ſaid 
Meaſure was of the Nature, or had the Ten- 
dency, or proceeded from the Motives, in the 
ſaid Fourth Article charged. 


AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that in all or any of the Declarations, Acts, or 
Proceedings by him made, done, propoled, or 
perpetrated, or ſuppoſed to have been made, 
done, propoſed, or perpetrated, touching the 
Matters atoreſaid, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
draus or is guilty of any Crime or Miſdemeanour 
whatſoever. 


FIFTH ARTICLE 


4 


IN Anſwer to the Fifth Article, the ſaid War- 

ren Haſtings ſays, that Shuja Dowla, 
Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, did, 
in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-four, engage in a War with the Tribe 
or Nation of the Rohillas; and that he the 
laid Warren Haſtings did, whilſt he was Preſi- 
deat or the Preſidency of Fort William in Ben- 
gal, engage the Eaſt India Company to aſſiſt 
tne laid Shujah Dowla, their Ally, in the Proſe— 
cution of the ſaid War. 


AND he farther ſays, that the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan, a Chief of the Rohillas, did, 
in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-tour, after the Defeat of the Rohilla 
Army, make his Retreat to the Frontier of 
the Rohilla Country, and in that Situation did 
make Overtures of Peace to Alexander Cham- 
pion, Commander in Chief of the Forces of 
the Company in Bengal, and who, at the Time 
of ſuch Overtures, commanded the Troops of 

the 
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the Company, then ſerving againſt the Rohillas. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that the 
ſaid Alexander Champion did, in a Letter ad- 
dreſſed to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, commu- 
nicate to the Preſident and Council of the ſaid 
Fat India Company through the ſaid Warren 
Haſlings, then being Preſident as aforeſaid, 
certain Overtures of Peace, which had been 
then lately made to him by Fyzoola Khan, and 
ſubmitted by him, the ſaid Alexander Cham- 
pion, to the ſaid Vizier, but which the ſaid 
Vizier had rejected with Diſdain; and the faid 
Alexander Champion did, in that Letter, ex- 
preſs his Regret at ſuch Rejection, and his Wiſh 
that the Board ſhould, upon due Conlideration 
of the ſaid Overtures, deviſe any Means by 
which the Public Good might be promoted. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denics, that the 
Terms of Peace oft-red by the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan were wile or advantageous either for the 


Vizier or the Company. 


And the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings ſays, that he did, in Anſwer to the 
Letter of the ſaid Alexander Champion, ia 
June, One thouſand Seven hundred and Se- 
venty-four, declare his Opinion, “ that, inſtead 
* of ſoliciting the Vizier to relinquiſh his Con— 
queſt of the ſaid E yzoola Khan, every Argu- 
ment ſhould be uſed to diſſuade him from 
ſuch an Intention; and that it was the Deſire 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the faid 
Alexander Champion would diſcourage it as 
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much as was in his Power.” 


Warren Haſtings denies, that, 


But the ſaid 


in ſo doing, 


he acted in Violation of any Principles of Juſtice 
or ſound Policy, or contrary to any Duties of his 
Station. 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 


that, 
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that, at the ſeveral Times referred to in the ſaid 
Fifth Article, the Government of the ſaid Com- 
pany in Bengal was carried on by a Preſident and 
Council, and that ſuch Select Committee was 
appointed, as is ſtated in the ſaid Fifth Article; 
he affirms, however, that the Preſident had 
Authority in certain Caſes to act (ingly, and to 
{end Orders without the Concurrence of the ſaid 
Council or Select Committee. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings admits, that, whilſt he was 
Preſident, as aforeſaid, he did, in Conjunction 
with the Select Committee, in a Letter from 
them to the ſaid Alexander Champion, dated 
the Eighth Day of September, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy-four, expreſs them - 
ſelves to the Effect following: That their 
Satisfaction upon the entire Reduction of the 
© Rohilla Country to the Vizier's Government 
«© was increaſed by the Vizier's Intentions of 
* terminating the War by an Accommodation 
« with the Rohillas, which might be eaſily ſettled 
de in their diſtreſſed Situation, and that they 
* hoped his Excellency would be diſpoſed to 
“ conciliate their Aﬀections to his Government, 
* by acceding to lenient Terms.“ But the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, denying that he did after— 
wards violate the ſaid public Order or Inſtruc- 
tion, fays, that he did, on the Sixteenth Day of 
September, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-tour, in a Letter of that Date, addreſſed 
to the ſaid Alexander Champion, in Anſwer to 
Two Letters of the T wenty-firſt and Twenty— 
ſixth of Auguſt, received that Morning, expreſs 
an Hope, that ihe ſaid Alexander Champion 
had reſolved to proſecute the War to a final 
Iſſue, becauſe he thought it appeared very 
« plainly 
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plainly that Fyzoola Khan and his Adherents 
cc Jay at the Mercy of the ſaid Alexander Cham- 
« pion, and becauſe he apprehended much In- 
« convenience from Delays, and becauſe he was 
« morally certain that no Good would be gained 
« by negociating.” And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings did, in that Letter, further ſuggeſt, 

« That although he had referred the ſaid Alex- 
« ander Champion to the Vizier for conducting 
& all Negociations, yet he by no means wiſhed 
« that the Vizier ſhould loſe Time, by ſeeking 
* for an Accommodation: That it would be 
« more effectual, more deciſive, and more 
** conliſtent with his Dignity, and with his 
* Honour, which he had already pledged, 

cc to abide by his firſt Offers, to diate 
« the Conditions of Peace, and to admit 
* only an Acceptance without Relervation, 
4 or a clear Refuſal from his Adverſary.” 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the 
fame Letter, inform the ſaid Alexander Cham- 
pion, that he did intend to communicate the 
Subſtance of the ſaid Alexander Champion's 
Advices to the Select Committee for their fuller 
Sentiments on the Meaſures to be thereafter 
taken; but, in the mean time, to prevent the 
Danger of Delay, he deſired that the faid Alex- 
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ander Champion would be pleaſed to receive 


thoſe Inſtructions for his Guide. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that at the Time he 
wrote the ſaid laſt- mentioned Letter of the Six- 
reenth of September, he did confidently believe 
that the Sentiments of the Select Committee en- 
tirely coincided with his own, upon the ſeveral 
Subjects of the ſaid Letter, and inaſmuch as 
he then united 1n his own Perion, by ar 
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his Commiſſion from the Eait India Company, 


the Powers and Authorities both of Commander 
in Chief and of Preſident, he did conceive him- 
ſelf warranted by ſuch his Powers and Autho- 
rities. the Exigencies of public Service, and the 
Neceſſity of * avoiding the Danvers of Delay,” 
to give an inſtant Anſwer to the TWO Letters 
received by him from the ſaid Alexander Cham- 
pion, as aforeſaid, without waiting for a formal 
Communication with the Select Committee: But 
he favs, that the Letter laſt mentioned was, on 
the Seventeenth Day of September, being the 
Day next after the fame was written by him, 
laid before the ſaid Select Committee, who did 
approve of the ſame, and notify ſuch their Ap- 
probation to the ſaid Alexander Champion, in 
a Letter dated the ſaid Seventeenth of Septem- 
ber. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did, by bis Conduct laſt mentioned, violate 
the Duty of his Station, or illegally or clan- 
deſtinely, or in any other Manner, counteract 
the Object of the Orders of the ſaid Select Com- 
mittee, or that he was in any Manner guilty of 
{ſuch Duplicity, or incurred ſuch Riſk reſpeCt- 
ing the Concluſion of the War as 1s charged 
upon him by the ſaid Fifth Article. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that a Treaty of 
Peace and Friendſhip between the Vizier and 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was concluded on the 
Seventh of October, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Seventy-four, at a Place called Lal 
Dang, previous to the Receipt of the ſaid Letter 


of the ſaid Warren Haſtings of the Sixteenth 


of September, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-four. That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, 
in Conſideration of the Concluſion thereof, 
P agreed 
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agreed to pay, and in fact paid, the Sum of 
Fifteen Lacks of Rupees, or ſome other large 
Sum of Money, to the ſaid Shuja Dowla, by 
which Treaty the laid Fyzoola Khan was eſta. 
bliſhed in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the Territories 
of Rampore, and ſome other Diſtricts depend- 
ant thereon, in the Nature of Jaghires. And 
the ld Warren Haſtings ſays, that the faid 
Alexander Champion did, on the ſaid Seventh 
of October, One thoukad Seven hundred and 
Seventy-four, ſign and ſeal the ſaid Treaty as 
a Witne ß thereto. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that the laid Alexander Champion did 
thereby engage the ſaid United Company to 
guarantee the ſame z or that at the Time of the 
Execution of the ſaid Treaty he was inveſted 
with Power ſo to do. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies that he underitood the Gua- 
rantee of the Company to be ſo engaged, al- 
though. he admits that, under the Circumſtances 
which attended the Execution of the ſaid Trea- 
ty, it would have been proper for the ſaid Eaſt 
India Company to have interfered, in order to 
prevent any Infraction thereof. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings believes that the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan did conceive Doubts and Apprehenſions 
that the Security of his Jaghire Lands might be 
diſputed by the Vizier; and ſays, that Applica- 
tions from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan were at 
ſeveral Times communicated, both to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings and the Supreme Council at 
Bengal, for the Purpoſe of obtaining the Gua- 
rantee of the ſaid Company to the Engage- 
ments of the ſaid Vizier with the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did for many Months, or at all, conceal or 
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keep ſecret any Solicitations of the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan upon that Subject; and he lays, that all 
Letters received from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings were, in Effect, 
a Communication to, and Part of a Correſpond- 
ence with, the whole Board; and that the ſame, 
as the ſaid Warren Haſtings believes, were duly 
entered in the Book of Perſian Correſpondence, 
which was always open to the Inſpection of the 
Board, and acceſſible by every Member thereof. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that a Letter 
having been received by the Board from the 
ſaid Middleton, dated at Lucknow, the Twenty- 
fifth of February, One thouland Seven hun- 
dred and Seventy-eight, notifying, amonegſt 
other Things, his Deputation of Mr, Daniel 
Octavius Barwell to Rampore, the Capital of 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, for the Purpoſes ſtated 
in the ſaid Article, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings | 
did, upon the Ninth of March, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy- eight, propoie. and 
the Council, of which the Majority was conſti- 
tuted as is ſtated in the Fifth Article, did ap— 
prove of the Appointment of the ſaid Daniel Oc- 
tavius Barwell made by the {aid Middleton; and 
did further reſolve, That the ſaid Reſident 
Middleton ſhould be authorized to offer the 
* Company's Guarantee for the Obſervance of 
the Treaty ſubſiſting between the Vizier and 
* Fyzoola Khan, provided it ſhould meet with 
« the Vizier's Concurrence.“ And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Daniel Octavius 
Barwell did, in a Letter to Mr. Middleton, re- 
port his Opinion of the good Faith of the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan, and did inlorm the ſaid Middle- 
don, that he the ſaid Barwell had himſelf aſſured 
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the ſaid Fyzoola Khan that he Fyzoola Khan 
had preſerved inviolate every Article of the 
Treaty of Lal Dang; but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings does not believe or admit that the ſaid 
Fy zoola Khan had preſerved inviolate the ſaid 
Treaty; And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
it was repreſented to him and the Council at 
Calcutta, that the Vizier Aſſof o' Dowla did 
conlent to the Grant of the Company's Gua- 
rantee, on Condition that he ſhould receive the 
Preſents uſually offered on ſuch Occaſions; and 
that it was in like Manner repreſented that the 
ſaid Treaty and Guarantee was preſented to 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan with great Solemnity ; 
and that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did deliver to 
the ſaid Daniel Octavius Barwell a Nuzzer of 
Two Elephants and Horles, and a Lack of 
Rupees for the Vizier, and did offer a Lack 
of Rupees allo for the Company, in Teſtimony 
of his Gratitude on that Occaſion, And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that the faid 
Daniel Octavius Barwell did not immediately 
accept the ſaid Money, but took an Obligation 
for the ſame, and that the ſaid Offer was com- 
municated to the Board at Calcutta; and that 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did propoſe, and 
that the Board, notwithſtanding the Objection 
of Mr. Francis: then a Member of the ſaid 
Board, did agree to accept the ſame for the 
Uſe of the Company, a and that the ſame was 
accordingly ſo accepted; but the ſaid Warren 
_ Haſtings denies, that by the Whole or any 
Part of the Conduct of him the faid Warren 
Haſtings, in reſpect to the Matters aforeſaid, 
he has violated the Faith of the Company, or 

zgraded the Engliſh Nation in the Eyes of In- 
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dia, Or has broken any Treaty, or violated any 
Duty of the Truſt repoſed in him. And the 
ſad Warren Haſtings lays, that by the Treaty 
of Lal Dang, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did en- 
gage « That he would always whilſt he lived 
« continue in Submiſſion and Obedience to the 
« Nabob Vizier, and retain in his Service 
« Five thouland Men ſtipulated by the Nabob 
« Vizier, and not a ſingle Man more: That 
« with whomſoever the Nabob Vizier ſhould 
« engage in Hoſtilities, he would afſiſt him; 
« and that if the Nabob Vizier ſhould ſend 
« an Army againſt any Enemy, he would 
« alſo tend Two or Three thouſand of his 
Troops to join them; and if the ſaid Vizier 
ſhould go 1n Perſon againſt any Enemy, he 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan would perſonally at- 
« tend him with his Forces. That he would 
« have no Connection with any Perſon but the 
Nabob Vizier, and would hold no Corre- 
ſpondence with any one (the Englith Chiefs 
excepted) : That whatever the Nabob Vizier 
directed, he would execute; and that he 
would at all Times, and on all Occaſions, 
both in Adverlity and Proſperity, continue 
ee his firm Aſſociate.“ And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits, that it was not ſtipulated by 
the ſaid Treaty whether all or any of the faid 
Troops ſhould conſiſt of Cavalry: And he ſays, 
that the Reſident Middleton was, in the Year 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-cight, 
empowered to guarantee, and did in fact gua- 
rantec, the Treaty of Lal Dang aforelaid 
and that certain Doubts having occurred to 
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Haſtings, in order to ſatisfy thoſe Doubts, 
did, in or about the Month of May, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-eight, 
propoſe to the Board to confirm, and in con- 
ſequence of a Reſolution of the Board did in 
fact confirm, the ſaid Treaty and Guarantee as 
Governor General as aforelaid. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying 
that he did diſregard the Pledge of his own pri- 
vate Honour, or that he did act in oppoſition to 
the Intent and Meaning of the ſaid Treaty, as 
he then knew or underſtood the ſame, fays, 
that ſome Time in the Year One thouſand Se- 
ven hundred and Seventy-eight, a War havin 
lately broke out between the Engliſh and 
French Nation, in which War the Nabob Vizier 
was engaged on the Part of the Eaft India 
Company, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did, about that 
Time, in a Letter addreſſed ro Mr. Middleton, 
then Reſident at Oude, taking notice that the 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan had learnt that ſuch War 
had broken out between the Engliſh and French 
Nation, offer to furniſh Two thouſand Cavalry 
to be employed in the Service of the Company, 
which Offer the ſaid Governor General and 
Council did accept ; and that Five hundred of 
thoſe Troops did accordingly ſerve under Ma- 
jor Briſco, a Britiſh Officer, and that in conſe- 
quence of Repreſentations made to the Board by 
the Commander in Chief, of the Neceſſity of in- 
creaſing the Force then under the Command of 
that Officer, and a reaſonable Cauſe exiſting for 
the ſame, the Board did unanimoully reſolve to 
recommend to the Vizier to require from the 
laid Fyzoola Khan the Quota of Troops ſtipu— 
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lated by Treaty to be furniſhed by the ſaid Fy- 
zoola Khan for his the ſaid V1zicr's Service, and 
did repreſent the ſame as amounting to Five 
thouſand Horſe; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that the Repreſentation then made by 
him under ſuch Order of the ſaid Board, was er- 
roneous in reſpect to the Force which the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan was, by the Terms of the ſaid 
Treaty, obliged to furniſh, And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings avers, that the Repreſentation afore- 
ſaid was made in conſequence of mere Error and 
Miſtake on his Part, and, as he believes, alſo on 
the Part of every other Member of the Council, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
Board did afterwards, upon his Motion, deſire 
the ſaid Vizier to demand Three thouſand Horſe 
from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and the ſaid Vizier 
did accordingly demand the lame, and the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan was, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
believes, able to ſupply ſuch Force. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies that he did, at the Time 
of the making either of the ſeveral Demands 
above mentioned, know or believe that the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan was not bound by Treaty or 
otherwiſe to furniſh the Quantity of Force at 
thoſe ſeveral Periods reſpectively demanded ; nor 
as to the ſaid laſt mentioned Demand does the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings now admit that the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan was, according to the Intent and 
Meaning of the Parties to the Treaty, not ſo 
bound. And the ſaid Warren Haltings denies 
that, by all or any of the ſeveral Acts by him 
ſuppoſed to have been committed, or by all or 
any of the Premiſes herein contained, he did 
break the Company's Guarantee given to the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan as aforclaid, or excite the Vizier 

to 
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to any Acts of Violence or Breach of Treaty 
againſt the ſaid Fyzoola Khan; and as to ſo 
much of the ſaid Fifth Article as reſpects the 
Powers wherewith the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was or is ſuppoſed to have been inveſted, and 
whereby he was authorized to proceed to the 
ſaid Country of Oude, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings humbly craves Leave to refer to his An- 
{wer already made to the Second Article, in that 
Behalf. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits 
that ſuch Treaty, called the Treaty of Chunar, 
was made, containing, amongſt other Things, 
the following Article: * That as Fyzoola Khan 
had, by his Breach of Treaty, forfeited the Pro- 
tection of the Engliſh Government, and cauſed, 
by his Continuance 1n his preſent independent 
State, great Alarm and Derriment to the Na- 
bob, that the faid Nabob ſhould be permitted, 
when Time ſhould ſuit, to reſume his Lands, 
and pay him in Money, through the Retidenr, 
the Amount ſtipulated by Treaty, after deducting 
the Amount and Charges of the Troops he ſtood 
engaged to furniſh by Treaty, which Amount 
ſhould be paſſed to the Account of the Company 
during the Continuance of the War ;” but the 
ſaid Warren Hattings denies that he received 
the Sum of One hundred thouland Pounds, or 
any other Sum of Money, as a Conſideration to 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings for executing the 
laid Treaty, or that the Execution of fuch Trea- 
ty was in any Manner influenced or procured 
thereby. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings, denying 
that he did, by making or executing the faid 
Article of the Treaty aforeſaid, corruptly or 
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treacherouſiy break the Faith of the Company, 
admits, that he did, about the Time of execut- 
ing the laid Treaty, communicate to the Mem- 
bers of the Supreme Council at Calcutta, his 
Reaſons for entering into the ſaid Article of the 
taid Treaty in the Manner and in the Terms 
ſuggeſted in the ſaid Fifth Article of Im- 
prachment. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits that he did, ſome Time in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-two, give 
Jnitructions to the ſaid Middleton to prevent the 
Vizier from reſuming the Jaghire of the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that, in the making or executing the ſaid 
Treaty of Chunar, or by any Declaration or In- 
ſtructions reſpecting the ſame, he was or 1s guilty 
of all or any of the Offences in the ſaid Fitth 
Article mentioned, or of any Offence whatlo- 
ever, or that he was guilty of any Diſregard to 
the Principles upon which Treaties between 
Nation and Nation ought to reſt, or that he 
placed the Eaſt India Company 1n ſuch a Situa- 
tion as in the ſaid Fifth Article is deſcribed, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that it hav- 
ing been communicated to him that a Plan was 
under the Vizier's Conſideration for propoſing 


to Fyzoola Khan to commute the uncertain 
Military Aid which the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was 


bound to furniſh for a pecuniary Subſidy, the 


{laid Warren Haſtings did, in a Converlation 
with the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, exprels his Ap- 
probation of ſuch Plan; and he believes that 
ſuch Approbation was, in conſequence thereof, 
communicated by the ſaid Sir Elyah Impey to 
the ſaid Middleton; but the ſaid Warren Ha- 
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{tings denies that, to his Knowledge or Beliet, 
any Demand was actually made by the ſaid Mid. 


aleron upon the ſaid Fyzoola Khan of ſuch 
Subſidy. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the laid Middleton did propoſe to the Governor 
General and Council, that a Ceſſion of his Jag- 
hire ſhould be required from Fyzoola Khan, 
upon certain Conditions ; but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings cenies that ſuch Ceſſion was ever, to 
his Knowledge or Belief, actually demanded 
by the ſaid Middleton from the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, or that the making of ſuch Demand was 


ever in any Manner authorized or approved 
by the Board. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
by entering into the Third Article of the Treaty 
of Chunar he did render the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 
liable ro any contradictory Demands whatſo— 
ever. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did, at the Time ſtated in the faid Fifth 
Article, or at any other Time whatſoever, in 
any Manner nominate Major Palmer, in the ſaid 
Fifth Article mentioned, to repair to Rampore, 


or ever empowered him to act with Fyzoola 


Khan as the private Agent of him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; but the faid Warren Ha- 
ftings ſays, that the ſaid Palmer was, about the 
Time mentioned in the faid Amide {ſent to 
Lucknow and other Places with the Approba- 
tion of the Board for the Execution of certain 


public Purpoſes, and was, upon that Occaſion, 


verbally inſtructed by him the ſaid Warren Ha- ' 


ſtings 
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ſtings to make certain Enquiries reſpecting the 
Affairs of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. The ſaid 
Warren Haltings however begs leave to inſiſt, 
that he was not, in reſpect of ſuch verbal In- 
ſtructions, guilty of any criminal Concealment, 
or that he acted in any Manner contrary to the 
Duties of his Station, And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that he does not know or be- 
lieve that the {aid Middleton did demand from 
the ſaid IF'yzooJa Khan, a Force to be made 
ſtationary at Lucknow in the Province of Oude. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings lays, that the 
Board of Council at Calcutta did, in the Month 
of September, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-two, at the Inſtance and upon the Re- 
commendation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
remove the ſaid Mr. Middleton from the Re- 
ſidency of Lucknow in the Province of Oude, 
and appoint the ſaid Mr. Briſtow Reſident in 
his Place, with full Power and Authority to 
diſcharge the Duties of the ſaid Office. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſlings ſays, that it was re- 
preſented to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
that the ſaid Mr. Briſtow did, ſoon after his 
Appointment, endeavour to procure, on the 
Behalf of the Vizier, through a certain Perſon 
called Alliff Khen, Vakeel of Fyzoola Khan, 
a Pecuniary Aid from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, 
in lieu of the Military Aid which the ſaid Fy- 
zoola Khan was obliged to furniſh, agreeable 
to the Stipulations in the ſaid Treaty of Lal 
Dang; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings does not 
underſtand or believe that ſuch Pecuniary Aid 
was ever required by the ſaid Briſtow, other- 
wiſe than in lieu of, and as a Commutation for 
Military Aid: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
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admits that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not 
bourd to ſupply ſuch Pecuniary Aid, And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid 
Mr. Briſtow did, ſoon after his ſaid Appoint- 
ment, in a Letter dated the Nineteenth De- 
cember, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-two, and addreſſed by him to the Gover- 
nor General and Council at Bengal, repreſent 
that he had, in Obedience to their Commands, 
adviſed the Nabob Vizier to concert and form a 
new and permanent Agreement with the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan, which might obviate all future 
Signs of Jealouſy or Diſtruſt; that the Mode 
which his Excellency had thought the molt eli— 
gible to effect thoſe Purpoles, was the Deputa- 
tion of a Gentleman, who hould be authorized 
to ſettle all diſputed Points; and that he took the 
Liberty to recommend, that Major William 
Palmer ſhould undertake that Service: And 
that the {aid Mr. Briſtow did, by another Letter, 
dated the Thirtieth Day of December, One 
thoulind Seven hundred and Eighty-two, ad- 
dreſſed to the ſaid Governor General and Coun- 
ci], repreſent, that the faid Mr. Briſtow had 
given the ſaid Major Palmer certain Inſtruc- 
tions, in Obedience to the Commands of the 


Vizier. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, admit- 


ting that the Appointment of Major Palmer was 
afterwards approved by himſelf and the reſt of 
the Board at Calcutta, denies that the ſaid Ma- 
jor Palmer was in any Manner ſo deputed, for 
the Purpoſe of carrying into Execution any 
unjuſt or arbitrary Plans of him the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
ſeys, that the ſaid Major Palmer was particu- 
l.rly directed by himſelf and the reſt of the 

Board 
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Board at Bengal, in a Letter to Mr, Briſtow, 
bearing Date the Twenty-third of January, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty three, to 
ed. avour to conveit the Stipulation for Troops 
into a fixed Subilly, And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings denies thet a Supply of Money was upon 
any othet Ground, or in any other Manner than 
is above tated, endeavoured to be obtained from 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, by the Direction of him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by the Direction 
of any other Perſon whatloever, to the beit of 
his Knowledge and Belief. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that at the Time when he, together with the 
reſt of the Board at Calcutta, did recommend 
that the Stipulation tor Troops ſhould be con— 
verted into a fixed Subſidy, he did allo, toge- 
ger with the ſaid Council, by the ſame Letter, 
declare, «© That it Fyzoola Khan ſhould refule 
to treat for a Subſidy, and claim the Benefit of 
& tis original Agreement in its literal Ex— 
„ pr. (ſion, he polled a Right which they 
% could not Gilpute.” And the ſaid Warren 
taitings ſays, that he, together wich the ſaid 
Board, did, at the ſame Time, and by the ſaid 
laſt mentioned Letter, ſtate to the ſaid Briſtow 
that in cale the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſhould refuſe 
to treat for a Subſidy, it would in that Cale re- 
main only to fix a preciſe Number ct Horte 
which he ſhould furniſa, which ought at leaſt 
to exceed Two thouſand Five hundred; but 
that alſo was to be left for diſcretional Acjult- 
ment. And the faid Warren Haſtings appre- 
hends, that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was, accord- 
ing to the true Intent and Meaning of the ſaid 
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Treaty of Lal Dang, bound to furniſh the ſaid 
Jaſt mentioned Number of Horſe. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the Board at 
Calcutta did, by the Letter laſt mentioned, com- 
municate through Mr. Briſtow the Reſident 
aforc{aid, to the ſaid Major Palmer, Inſtructions, 
amongſt other Things, ** to demand the Sur- 
& render of all the Ryotts of the Nabob Vi- 
& zier's Dominions, to whom Fyzoola Khan had 
e given Protection and Service, or an annual 
« Tribute, in Compenſation for the Loſs ſuſtain. 
ed by the Nabob Vizier in his Revenue thus 
« transferred to Fyzoola Khan, declaring that 
his Encouragement of the Defection of the 
“ Subjects of his Sovereign Lord, and his Ac- 
ce ceptance of their Allegiance, was contrary to 
ce the molt ancient and fundamental Laws of 
ce the Conſtitution of Hindoſtan, and a Crime 
« 2cainſt the Nabob Vizier his Sovereign; and 
© taking notice that the ſaid Briſtow had ſtated 
de the Increaſe of his Jaghire, occaſioned by 
& that Act, at the moderate Sum of Fifteen 
« Lacks, they declared that the Tribute ought 
* to be at leaſt One Third oi that Amount.“ 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings inliſts, that the 
Inſtruction laſt mentioned was warranted by In- 
formation received by the ſaid Board, to the 
Effect ſtated in that Letter; and which In- 
formation the ſaid Warren Haſtings then be- 
lieved to be true, although he admits he did 
afterwards receive Intelligence from Major Pal- 
mer that ſuch Information was not well found- 
ed, in the Extent in which the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had before believed the fame to be 
true, and that the ſaid Demand had been on 
that Account waved z which Intelligence fram 
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the ſaid Major Palmer was accordingly laid be- 
fore the Board, who were ſatisfied therewith. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
ſaid Major Palmer did not, under the Authority 
of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, exact from 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan the Payment of the ſaid 
Sum of Money ſtated in th: laid Fifth Article, 
bur under the joint Authority of the Vizier, and 
the Governor General and Council, did make 
an Agreement with the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, that 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſhould pay a large Sum 
of Money, amounting to Fitteen Lacks of Ru- 
pees, in conlideration of the Remiſſion of the 
Military Aid, with which he was by the Treaty 
of Lal Dang bound to furniſh the ſaid Vizier ; 
and that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was well ſa— 
tisfied with the Terms of that Agreement, and 
the Conſideration for ſuch Payment. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
ſuch Payment was exacted, or that the ſame was 
obtained under any falſe Pretence whatſoever. 
For the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that any 
Doubts entertained by the ſaid Vizier and the 
faid Fyzoola Khan, or either of them, reſpect- 
ing the Number and Deſcription of thoſe Troops, 
with which he was bound to ſupply the ſaid 
Vizier, were created or raiſed by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, or that he was guilty of any 
faithleſs or improper Conduct in reſpect to che 
Premiſes in the ſaid Fifth Article mentioned. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that it 
was ſtipulated between the taid Palmer, and 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, that the ſaid Sum of 
Money ſhould be paid by certain periodical Pay- 
ments, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings NN. 
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that in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty four, finding that Two Lacks of 
the above ſtipulated Sum were then in regular 
Courſe of Payment, and that the remaining 
Three were not due by Stipulation till the next 
Seaſon, he did, with a View to the ſpeedy and 
final Adjuſtment of that Account, and the Con- 
venience of the Public Service, but not in Diſ- 
regard of any Stipulations on this Subject, 
intimate to the Vakeel of the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan his Wiſh to have both Payments imme- 
diately concluded, and that the lame were in 
Compliance with ſuch Requeſt of the laid War— 
ren Haſtings accordingly made. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that he did by all or any of the ſuppoſed Acts 
or Deeds in the ſaid Fifth Article ſet forth, or 
in reſpect of any of the Premiles, violate any 
Ties of Honour or Conſcience, or in any Man- 
ner betray his Truſt. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further denies, that all or any of the 
Acts by him done were productive of any ſuch 
Conlequences as are ſtated in the ſaid Fifth Ar- 
ticle, or that in or by all or any of the Premiſes, 


he was or is guilty of any Crime or Miſde- 
meanour whatſoever, 


SIXTH 
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SIATH ARTICLE, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in Anſwer 

to the ſaid Sixth Article, ſays, that he did 
on the Tenth Day of February, in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Sixty-nine, by an 
Indenture of that Date made between the Eaſt 
India Company aad himſelf, covenant, that he 
would not at any Time during his being em- 
ployed in the ſaid Company's Service, in any 
Station or Capacity whatſoever, accept, take, 
or receive any Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Al- 
lowance, or Donation, from any of the Indian 
Princes, or any of their Miniſters, Servants, or 
Agents, exceeding the Value of Four thouſand 
Rupees, without the Licence or Conſent of the 


Court of Directors of the ſaid Company, nor 


any ſuch Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, or 
Donation, exceeding the Value of One thou- 
ſand Rupees, and under the Value of Four 
thouſand Rupees, without the Licence or Con- 
ſent of the Preſident and Council for the Time 
being, of the Prelidency, or Settlement, where 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhould be employed. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the 
Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His preſent 
Majeſty, the Receipt of Preſents by the Ser- 
vants of the Eaſt India Company was prohibited 
in the Manner ſtated in the ſaid Act. 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that a Salary amounting to Twenty-five thou- 
land Pounds a Year, together with certain other 
F moluments,” was provided for the Office of 
Preſident and Governor General by the Eaſt 
India Company, and by the Act of Parliament 
aforeſaid; and that he did in fact receive the 
ſaid Salary, and enjoy the ſaid Emoluments. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that he 
did, either before or ſince the paſſing of the ſaid 
Act, or whilſt he continued ſuch Preſident and 
Governor General as aforeſaid, extort, or Cor- 
ruptly, illegally, or criminally take, accept, or 
retain any Sum or Sums of Money, as Preſents, 
Gifts, Donations, Gratuities, or Rewards, or 
in any other corrupt, illegal, or criminal Manner 
whatſoever; or that he was in any fuch Reſpect 
guilty of any Violation of the Duties of his 
Office, or did act in Defiance of the Act of 
Parliament above mentioned, or in Contradic— 
tton to his Underſtanding of the ſame. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that he did not fraudulently ſolicit any 
Loan from Rajah Nubkiſhen, as in the ſaid Sixth 
Article is ſuggeſted: But the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that he did receive from the ſaid 
Nubkiſhen the Sum in the ſaid Sixth Article 
mentioned, for the Uſe and Benefit of the Eaſt 
India Company; and did afterwards inform the 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company that he 
had received ſuch Sum of Money for their 
Uſe. And he further fays, that having incurred 
certain Expences in his public Capacity for 
public Uſes, and properly chargeable to the 
laid Company, and which he had omitted to 
gy 
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charge in his official Accounts to the ſaid 
Company at the Periods in which ſuch Expences 
had been reſpectively incurred, he did apply 
the ſaid Sum of Money in Satisfaction of thoſe 
Expences, a particular and ſufficient Account 
whereof, was by him tranſmitted ro the Court 
of Directors. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
further ſays, that he did, at or about the ſeveral 
Times in the ſaid Sixth Article mentioned, re- 
ceive from Saddanund, the BuxCcy or Treaſurer 
of Cheyt Sing, from Aſſof o' Dowla, the 
Nabob of Oude, and from a Perſon called 
Nundoololl, the ſeveral Sums charged in the ſaid 
Sixth Article to have been reſpectively received 
by him from the ſaid ſeveral Perſons. But he 
ſays, that he did not take, accept, or receive bt 
the ſame, or any of them, or any Part thereof, 1 
for his own Ule or Benefit, or with any Intent 74) 
or Purpoſe ſo to apply the fame, or with any Hick 
cor:upr or criminal Intent or Purpoſe whatſo— 1 
ever; and that the ſame, and every of them, 127 
and every Part thereof, were by him reſpec- 44 
tively accepted and received, during a Period 1 
of great public Exigency, for the ſole Uſe and 1 
Benefit of the Eaſt India Company; and he 1 
avers that the ſame, and every of them, and f 
every Part thereof, were accordingly ſo applied. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 10174 
That he did ever, in any Manner, contrary to 10 
his Duty, or injuriouſly to the Intereſts of the 
laid Eaſt India Company, or of the Britiſh Na- 
tion, let any Lands to Kyalleram and Cullian 
Sing, or either of them, as in the ſaid Sixth 
Aiticle is alledged; but the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings ſays, that the Governor General and Coun- 
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cil, but not he the ſaid Warren Haſtings alone, 
did let the ſaid Lands to the ſaid Perſons, from 
whom he did accept and receive, in conſider- 
ation thereof, an Obligation or Security for the 
Sum in the ſaid Article mentioned; and he ſays, 
that the Terms upon which the ſaid Lands 
were letten, were proper to be made, and were 
advantageous to the ſaid Company, for whoſe 
Uſe and Benefit the ſaid Security was taken as 
aſoreſaid : And he further ſays, that the whole 
of the Sum received upon the ſaid Security 
was accordingly fo applied, 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the Governor General and Council did, on 
divers Days and Times, in the Year One thou- 
land Seven hundred and Seventy-five, legally 
and regularly meet: But the ſaid Warren Ha- 
itings denies, that he was, at the Time of any 
ſuch Meetings, ever charged with the Receipt 


of the Sum of Money in the ſaid Sixth Ar- 


ticle alledged to have been extarted by Contoo 


Bauboo, from Maha Ranny Bowannee, or that 


uch Receipt or Tranſaction was ever proved 
before the {aid Council. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the Court of Directors did write a Letter to 
the Effect in the ſaid Sixth Article ſtated; and 
he ſays, that Munny Begum was, by a Vote 
of the Preſident and Council, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings being then Preſident, and recom- 
mending that Meaſure, appointed to the Office 
of Guardian of the Nabob Mobaurek o' Dow- 
Ja, to which Office the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
avers, it was then proper and expedient to ap- 

point 
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int the ſaid Munny Begum; and he denies, 
that ſuch Appointment did inveſt her in any 
Degree with the Government of his Dominions, 
if by that Expreſſion is meant the Government 
of Bengal, or was contrary to the Orders of the 
Court of Directors, or that the ſame was to 
the Prejudice of the Rights and Intereſt of 
the ſaid Company, or of the Nation. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
by a Reſolution of the Preſident and Council, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings being then Pre- 
ſident, and concurring therein, Khan Jehan 
Khan was appointed to ſuch Office, as is in the 
ſaid Sixth Article ſtated, which the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings admits to have been a Place of 
Truſt and Profit, and to have had ſuch Salary 
annexed to it, as is ſtated in the ſaid Article; 
but the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that any 
ſuch Agreement was made between him, and 
the ſaid Khan Jehan Khan, as in the ſaid Sixth 
Article 1s ſtated. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
at a Meeting of the Council held on the Thir- 
tieth March, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-five, a Charge was made againſt him, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but not by the Ma- 
jority of the Council, touching a certain Sum 
of Money ſuppoſed to have been by him re- 
ceived from the ſaid Khan Jehan Khan; and 
he ſays that the ſaid Meeting was by the Board 
unanimouſly diſſolved, on the ſaid Thirtieth 
March. | 


AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that he did, on the Thirty-firſt March, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-five, diſ- 
ſolve 2 Council then held; but he ſays that 
ſuch Diflolution was not for the Purpoſe of 
preventing an Enquiry into any Charge againſt 
him; he the faid Warren Haſtings having, by 
a Minute, dated Thirteenth March, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Seventy-five, pointed 
out a Method to the ſaid Majority, by which any 
ſuch Enquiry might be as effectually proſecuted 
in his Ablence as before a Meeting of the Go- 
vernor General and Council, at which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſhould preſide as Governor Ge- 
neral; and to which Minute he did, on the ſaid 
Thirty-firft of March, refer the ſaid Majority, 
in order that ſuch Method of Enquiry might by 
them be adopted; and he denies that ſuch Diſſo- 
Jution was arbitrary, illegal, or improper. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that any Charge 
was, at the Time of ſach laſt mentioned Diſſo- 
lution, made againſt him by the faid Majority; 
and he ſays, that on the Nineteenth May tollow- 
ing, at a Council then held, he did, in the 
Courſe of certain Enquiries then depending, 
tor certain Reaſons which he then ſtated, object 
to the ſaid Khan Jehan Khan being examined 

upon Oath; but te denies that he did ever ille- 
gally or violer tly attempt to prevent, or did 
prevent, the ſaid Khan Jehan Khan, or any 
other Perlons, from giving Teſtimony on Oatn 
before the {aid Council; and he denies that he 
did, in all or any of the Reſpects above ſtated, 
violate his Duty as Governor General, or act in 

Defiance of any Act of Parliament. 
AND 
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AND the faid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he ever did, whilſt he continued ſuch Preſident 
or Governor General, as aforeſaid, appoint any 
Perſon or Perſons to any Office or Offices, tor 
Gift or Brocage, or in conſideration of any Sum 
or Sums of Money whatſdever, or that he ever 
did corruptly, illegally, or extorſiwely reccive 
or accept from any Perlon or Perſons any Sum 
or Sums of Money, in conſideration of his or 
their Appointment, to any Office or Offices, 
either before or aiter his Admiſſion thereto. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further denies 
that he has concealed, or kept ſecret any Re- 
ceipt of Money, as in the ſaid Article is ſug- 
veſted. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denics 
that he has, in reſpect of all or any of the ſe- 
veral Matters ſtated in the ſaid Sixth Article, 
violated any of the Duties of his Station, ſub— 
verted good Government, ſhewn an evil Ex- 
ample to the "Servants of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, been guilty of Corruption, Peculation, 
or Extortion, or has acted in Defiance of any 
Act of Parliament, or was or is guilty of any 
Crime or Miſdemeanour whatloevcr, 


SEVENTH ARTICLE. 


N Anſwer to the Seventh Article, the fail 
Warren Haſtings denics, that by the Laws 
and Cuitoms of Bengal, according to ſuch In- 
formation as he has been able to procure re— 
 Tpecting them, the Zemindars have, or have 
been 
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been generally held or reputed to have, ſuch 
Rights of Property in the Lands of Bengal, as 
are in the ſaid Seventh Article ſtated ; but he 
ſays, they are poſſeſſed of certain qualified Rights 
of Property therein, which he believes have 
been charged with Debts, and under certain Li- 
. mitations ſold, and otherwiſe conveyed: And 
he further ſays, that other Natives, called Ta- 
alookdars or Ryots, hold ſubordinate Rights of 
Property or Occupancy in the ſaid Lands; and 
that the greater Part of the ſaid Natives are 
Hindoos, whoſe Rights and Privileges are ground- 
ed upon regular Grants; and that the Eſtates 
derived thereunder have, in ſome Inſtances, been 
enjoyed in a Courſe of Family Succeſſion, and 
acquired by Purchaſe, ſubject however to the 
Right of the Sovereign Power to derive a Reve- 
nue from the Lands, adequate to their real Va- 
lue, and to make Ordinances and Regulations 
reſpecting ſuch Revenues and Lands, not incon- 
ſiſtent with the Rights of ſuch Zemindars. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings has heard 


and believes, that Bengal was under the Do- 


minion of the Mogul, and ſubject to a Mo- 


hammedan Government, for above Two hun— 
dred Years, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings does not 
know, or believe it to be true, that while the 
Mogul Government was in its Vigour, the State 
of Property in the Zemindars was ſuch as in the 
ſaid Seventh Article is ſtated, or that the Rent 
of the Provinces had not been materially alter- 
ed, from the Year One thouſand Five hundred 
and Seventy-three to the Year One thouſand 
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Seven hundred and Forty; or that in the Year 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Forty the re- 
gular and effective Mogul Government ended. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, he 
has been informed that, from the ſaid laſt- men- 
tioned Period, to the Lear One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Sixty- five, Invaſions, Uſurpations, 
and various Revolutions, did take place in the 
Government of Bengal; in conſequence of 
which, and of other Circumſtances, the Coun- 
try was conſiderably reduced and impoverithed, 
and that in the Year One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Sixty-five, the Eaſt India Company 
received from the preſent Mogul Emperor Shah 
Aallum a Grant of the Dewanny of Bengal, Ba- 
bar, and Oriſſa. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that there was, about the Year One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Seventy, a Famine in 
the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar, by which 
he has heard that a great Number of the In- 
habitants periſhed ; and he has allo heard, that 
the Revenue was, in the Two Years immedi— 
ately preceding the Appointment of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings to the Government of Fort 
William, kept up to its former Standard, and 
collected from the remaining Inhabitants ; and 
that the Country was impoveriſhed. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he knew of the Effects produced by the faid 
Famine ; and that the Collections of Revenue 
in the ſaid Provinces, prior to the Appointment 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtiags to the laid Govern- 
ment, had contributed to increale the Diſtreſs 
of the ſaid Country, and were likely to produce 
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a Decay of the Revenue, unleſs Means were 
adopted to prevent ſuch Decay. 


AND he admits, that it was his Duty, when 
appointed to the Government of Fort William, 
to apply ſuch Means for that Purpoſe as were 
within his Judgment and Power. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſlings, denying 


that the Knowledge and Judgment which he 


entcriained at the Time referred to in the {aid 


Seventh Article, reſpecting the Rights of Ze- 

nindars, and the Advantages to be expected 
from entruſting to them the Collections of the 

devenues, are therein fully and truly ſet forth, 
craves leave to refer to a Letter written and 
tranſinitted by himſelf and the Council to the 
Court of Directors on the Third Day of Novem- 
ber, One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
two, which Letter contains at large the then 
Knowledge and Judgment of him the faid War— 
ren Haſtings upon thoſe Subjects; and from 
which Letter the ſaid Warren Haltings appre- 
hends that the Matters referred to in the ſaid 
Article are extracted. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
rhe Court of Directors having reſolved to ſtand 
torth as Dewan, and by the Agency of the Com- 
pany's Servants to take upon themſelves the 
entire Care and Management of the Revenues 
of Bengal; and having directed that the Pre- 
ſidency of Fort William ſhould plan and exe- 
cute this important Work, and adopt fuch Re- 
gulations and purſue ſuch Mealures as ſhould at 
once ſecure to the Company every poſſible Ad- 
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vantage, and free the Ryots from the Oppreſ- 
ſions of the Zemindars and petty Tyrants, the 
laid Warren Haſtings did, in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-two, ſoon 
after his taking Charge of the Office of Pre- 
ſident of Fort William, diligently undertake 
the ſaid important Work; and having employ- 
ed the beſt Means in his Power of procuring 
Information on a Subject then much involved 
in Difficulties and Obſcurity, the faid Warren 
Haſtings did, with the unanimous Concurrence 
of the then Council of the Preſidency of Fort 
William, form and carry into Execution ſuch 
Plan for the Collection and Management of the 
Revenues of the Province of Bengal, and ior 
the internal Government thereof, as upon ma- 
ture Conſideration appeared to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings moſt conformable to the Orders and 
Intention of the Court of Directors, and beſt 
calculated to promote the Ends propoſed. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
certain new Regulations having been completed 
and publicly notified, the Revenues were ſettled 
for a Period of Five Years, upon ſuch Terms as 
to the Preſident and Council appeared reaſon - 
able and juſt, with a progreſſive and accumu- 
lating Increaſe on each of the Four Jaſe Years 
of the ſaid Settlement; but he denies that fuch 
Settlement of the faid Revenu:s was made at 
a higher Rate than had ever been received be- 
fore. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that, in reſpect of the laid Settlement, he 
acted in any ſuch Manner, or was guilty of 
| 82 | any 
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any ſuch Offences as are ſtated in the ſaid 
Seventh Article, or that the ſaid Settlement, 
to formed, was, in any Reſpect, unjuſt, inex- 
pedient, or improper. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying 
that, in the Meaſures herein after mentioned, he 
acted with a View to accompliſh any iniquitous 
Purpole whatloever, alledges it to have been a 
Part of the Plan herein before mentioned, that 
the Lands of Bengal ſhould be let out in Farms; 
and the ſaid Preſident and Council, he the laid 
Warren Haſtings being then Preſident, did ac- 
cordingly publiſh their Intention ſo to do, and 
did invite all Perſons to make Propoſals for farm- 
ing the ſaid Lands; but he ſays, that ſuch Mode 
having failed of its intended Effect, it was 
dee med expedient to put up the Lands to public 
Auction; and the Lands were accordingly let 
in that Mode, at the uſual Seaſon. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Lands 
were, prior to ſuch letting, in the Poſſeſſion of 
divers Zemindars, Talookdars, Farmers, and 
others; and that a Change of Poſſeſſion did, in 
ſome Inſtances, take place; bur that, in every 
Inſtance, a Preference was given to the Zemin- 
dar who was willing to give what was conſidered 
to be an adequate Rent for the Lands; and that 
an Allowance was made to the Zemindar, 
whenever his Propoſal was rejected, agreeably 
to the ancient Uſages of the Country. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that, in ſome 
Inſtances, the Lands were let to Perſons who 
were the Banyans of Britiſh Subjects. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings fays, that, notwithſtand- 
ing many Precautions were uſed to Fong it, 
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Part of the ſaid Lands fell into the Hands of 
ſome Perſons who proved, in the Event, unable 
to perform their Engagements with the Com- 
pany ; but he denies that ſuch Event was fore- 
ſeen by him. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
avers that, in making the Settlement aforeſaid, 
the Preſident and Council, he being then Preſi- 
dent, did pay every Attention to the State of 
the Country and its Inhabitants which Policy 
and Humanity required; and denies that the 
ſaid Settlement, either in Fact was, or did in 
Form appear to be, of ſuch Kind, or calculate, 
for ſuch Purpotes, or productive of ſuch Effects, 
as are in the ſaid Seventh Article, in that Be- 
half, ſet forth ; but he admits that it did after— 
wards appear, that the Zemindars and Farmers 
had engaged for a higher Rent than the Diſtricts 
could afford, and that the real Receipts did tall 
conſiderably, but not unuſually, ſhort of the 
Settlement; but as to the Amount of iuch De- 
ficiency, and the particular Periods thereof, the 
iaid Warren Haſtings craves leave to refer to 
the public Accounts and Proceedings of the 
laid Preſidency, touching the ſame. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtinge, denying 
that he was a Party to, or in any Manner con- 
cerned in, or anſwerable for, any Impoſition, 
Fraud, Peculation, or Embezzlement, lays, 
that the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India 
Company, having reccived Intelligence of Pecu- 
lation and Embezzlement ſuppoſed to have been 
committed by ſome of the Perſons conſtituting 
the Committee of Circuit, at a Time when he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ceaſed to act in 
the ſaid Committee, did direct Proſecutions 
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a gainſt ſuch Perſons, and againſt all other proper 
Parties, which Proſecutions, he admits, never 
proceeded to Trial: But he ſays that, in conle- 
quence of a Report from the Advocate General, 
to whom the Subject had been referred by the 
Governor General and Council, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did, in the Year One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-four, declare, that 
having attentively read and weighed the Ar- 
guments urged by the Advocate General in his 
Report concerning ihe Profecutions long de- 
pending in the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
he the faid Warren Haſtings was clearly of Opi- 
nion, that there was no Ground to maintain 
them; and as it was manifeſt from his the ſaid 
Advocate General's State of them, they would 
only be productive of Expence to the Company, 
and unmerited Vexation to the Parties; he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings propoled, that Orders 
ſhould be given for withdrawing them, which 
Orders were accordingly given by the Board, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that previous to the Settlement herein before 
mentioned, he admits that he did, in concur- 
rence with the Council, eſtabliſh certain Regu- 
tations to be obſerved in executing the ſame, 
amongſt which were the Two following: © That 
* the Farms ſhould conſiſt of entire Perga- 
e nas, provided they did not exceed the An- 
* nual Amount of One Lack of Rupees, in 
* which Cale they ſhould be divided into ſuch 
* equal Proportions as ſhould reduce the 
Amount of each conſiderably below that 


Som, unleſs the acknowledged Reſponſibility 


and good Character of the Farmer ſhould ſup- 
port 
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port his Pretenſions to rent the whole Per- 
gana; and that all Villages or Portions or 
Land which had been theretofore let in {rp 
rate Farms, ſhouid be re-annexed to the Per. 
ganas to which they originally 1:0. al 
— That no Peſhcar Banyan, or other Servant: 
„of whatever Denomination, of the Collecto 
or Relation or Dependant of any ſuch Ser 
e vant, be allowed to farm Lands, nor di— 
© rectly or indirectly to hold a Concern in any 
„ Farm, nor to be Security for any Farmer: 
„ "Thar the Collector be ſtrictly enjoined to 
prevent ſuch Practices; and that it it ſhoula 
ce be ditcovered that any one, under a falte 
Name, or any Kind of Collufion, had found 
« Means to evade that Order, he ſhould be ſub— 
& ject to an heavy Fine, proportionate to the 
& Amount of the Farm, and the Farm ſhould 
ebe re-let or made Khas; and if it ſhould ap— 
„ pear that the Collector ſhould have counte- 
© nanced, approved, or connived at a Breach 
„of that Regulation, he ſhould ſtand, 2% facts, 
ce diſmiſſed from his Collectorthip: Neither 
« ſhould any European, directly or indirectly, 
< be permitted to rent Lands in any Part of 
* the Country,” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
Contoo Bauboo, Banyan of him the taid Warren 
Haſtings, was accepted by the ſaid Preſident 
and Council, as the Renter, on his own Ac- 
count, of {everal conliderable Farms, of Part 
of which he had been ſome Time, and before 
the Arrival of the ſaid Warren Haſtings in Ben- 
gal, in Poſſeſſion; and that, in the Abſence, 
and without the Knowledge, of the laid Warren 

Haſtings, 
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Haſtings, the ſaid Contoo Bauboo was accepted 
by the ſaid Council as Security for other Farms; 
but what was the Annual Amount thereof the 
taid Warren Haſtings cannot ſet forth: And he 
alſo admits that the ſaid Contoo Bauboo was 
afterwards permitted by the Preſident and 
Council, he the laid Warren Haſtings being 
iuch Preſident, to relinquiſh Two of the ſaid 
Farms; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that in all or any of the Matters aforelaid he was 
guilty of any Violation of the ſaid Regulations, 
or of the public Truſt repoſed in him, or of the 
Duty of his Station, as in the ſaid Article is 
charged, or that he was in the whole, or any 
Part of the Tranſaction aforeſaid, guilty of any 
Colluſion with his Servant, or Fraud on the 
Eaſt India Company. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits 
that he was of Opinion, that Inncvations in 
the Management and Collection of the Reve- 
nucs of Bengal were in general liable to many 
of the Objections in the ſaid Seventh Article, in 
that Bchalf, ſer forth; and that he has upon 
different Occaſions declared fuch to be his Opt- 
nion, and that the Court of Directors did, in 
the Year One thouland Seven hundred and Se- 
venty-feven, declare their Apprehenlion that a 
ſudden Tranſition from one Mode to another, 
in the Inveſtigation and Collection of their Re- 
venues in Bengal, might have alarmed the In- 
habitants, particularly the Native Zemindars 
and Landholders, leſſened their Confidence in 
the Stability of the Company, and been at- 
tended with other Evils; yet, as it was acknow- 
ledged on all Hands that the Meaſures alluded to 
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in that Letter produced the good Effect of 
aſcertaining, with a ſufficient Degree of Preci- 
ſion, what Revenue might be collected from the 
Country without Oppreilion, they ſhould avail 
themlclves of that Information, and were pleaſed 
to find it in their Power to yield proper Relief 
to the Natives, without involving the Company 
in the leaſt Inconvenience. The ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings however did conſider it to be his Duty, 
and he did accordingly, from the Commence- 
ment of his Government, in the Year One thou- 
{land Seven hundred and Sceventy-two, to the 
Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
one, whilſt he bore the ſeveral Offices of Preſi- 
dent and Governor General as aforeſaid, intro— 
duce, and in concurrence with the Council 
carry into Execution, many difterent Meaſures, 
for the Purpoſe of improving the Mode of 
Settlement, Collection, and Management, of the 
Territorial Revenues of Bengal ; bur he denies 
that in the Introduction or Execution of ſuch 
Meaſures he acted in ſuch Manner, or that the 
ſaid Meaſures were of ſuch Nature, as in the 
{aid Seventh Article is (tated, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did, as Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort 
William, immediately after his taking Charge 
of the ſaid Office, in April, One thouſand Se- 
ven hundred and Seventy-two, in concurrence 
with the Council of the ſaid Preſidency, abo- 
liſh the Office of Naib Dewan, or Native Collec- 
tor of the Revenues, then exiſting, and at the 
ſame Time did appoint a Committee of the 
Board to go on a Circuit through the Provinces, 


and to form a Settlement of the Reycnves for 
T Five 
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Five Years; and that he did with the like Con- 


currence, and at the ſame Period of Time, con- 
ti::ue the Company's Servants in the Manage- 
ment of the Collections, One of ſuch Servants 
being left in each Diſtrict under the new Title 
of Collector, inſtead of the former Title of Su— 
perviſor, and with ſome Alteration in the Na- 
Lure of their Employment, adapted to the new 
Syſtem then eſtabliſhed ; and that he did, with 
the like Concurrence, and in the ſame Year, 
aboliſh the General Board of Revenue at Moor- 
thedabad, for which laſt Meaſure ſuch Reaſons 
were aſſigned, amongſt others, as are in the ſaid 
Seventh Article in that Benalt mentioned. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that in November, One thouland Seven 
hundred and Seventy-three, with the hke Con- 
currence, he transferred from the Collectors to 
teveral Councils of Revenue, commonly called 
Provincial Councils, the Collection and Ma- 
1cement of the Revenues. And the faid War- 
ren Haſtings admits, that he has declared ar 
Opinion in favour of the Plan of Provincial 
Councils; but as to the particular Advice given 
by him to the Governor General and Council 
in his Minute of the Twenty-litth of October, 
One thouland Seven hundred and Seventy-four, 
and the Declaration contained in the Plan tor 
the future Settlement of the Revenues, trani- 
mitted to the Court of Directors on the Twenty- 
ſecond April, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-five;z and as to the Proviſions contain- 
ed in another Plan for the better Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, tranſmitted to the Court of 
Directors on the Eighteenth January, One 

thouland 
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thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- ße; and 
the Draught or Scheme of an Act of rarha- 
ment for the better Adminiſtration of Juſtice in 
the Provinces, tranſmitted to the Court of 
Directors on Thirtieth April, One thouland 
Seven hundred and Seventy-lix, the faid Warren 
Haſtings, humbly begs to refer your Lordthips 
for the Contents of the ſaid Minute, and the ſaid 
ſeveral Inilruments, to the ſaid Minute and In- 
ſtiruments, when the ſame ſhall be produced; 
and that your Lordſhips will be pleated to take 
into Conſideration the Occaſion and the ſeveral 
Circumſtances under which the fame were re— 
ſpectively made. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
with the like Concurrence of the Council he did 
detach from the general Province of cach Coun-— 
ci] certain Diſtricts, which it was deemed expe- 
dient, for the better Management thereof, to 
form into ſeparate Collectorſhips, and that ſome 
additional Expence was thereby created to the 
Eaſt India Company. But he denies that in ſo 
doing he did invade, alter, or violate the Prin- 
ciples on which the Syſtem of Provincial Coun- 
cils was profeſſedly founded; or that the ſaid 
Meaſure was of the Nature, induced by the Mo- 
tives, calculated for the Purpoſes, or productive 
of the Effects, in the laid Scventh Article ſlated. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he eyer knew or believed the ſaid Meaſure to be 
ſuch as is repreſented in the ſaid Seventh Article. 
And although he admits that he did in Council, 
on the Nineteenth January, One thouſand Se- 
ven hundred and Seventy-nine, make uſe of 
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the Expreſſion in the ſaid Seventh Article in 
that Behalf ſet forth, yet he denies that he did 
thereby avow, or mean to avow, or had in fact 
been guilty of any Corruption, Breach of Truſt, 
or Miigovernment; or did ule any ſcandalous or 

criminal Tuſtification of his Actions; or that 
he was guilty of any criminal Actions; or that 
he had reduced the Government to the State de- 
ſcribed in the 1atd Seventh Article; or that he 
had tor the I wo Years preceding the ſaid Nine- 
teentn January, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-nine, or for any Part of that Time, 
poſſeſſed the abſolute or uncontrolled Power of 
Government, by virtue of his caſting Voice in 
Council, as in the ſaid Seventh Article is ſtated. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the Court of Directors did ſend Orders to the 
Governor General and Council, dated the Firth 
ot February, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-{cven, in the Words, or to the Effect, 
in the ſaid Seventh Article ſet forth. And he 
ſays, that early in the Year One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-ope, he did, as 
Governor General, in conjunction with Edward 
Wheler Eiquire, then the only Member of 
Council remaining at Calcutta, eſtabliſh a Plan 
for the Collection of the Revenues, and the 
Adminiſtration of civil and criminal Juſtice 
throughout the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar, 
a full Account of which Plan was immediately 
tranſmitted to the Court of Directors. And 
ne- admits that by ſuch Plan the Provincial 
Councils were aboliſhed: But he denies that 
the {aid Plan was in Diſobedience of the Orders 
of the Court of Directors; or founded 5 
alle 
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falſe or contradictory Pretences; or that it was 
deſigned for, or applied to, any corrupt Purpoſe 
whatſoever; or that the {aid Warren Haſtings 
endeavoured to deceive the ſaid Court of Di- 
rectors; or aſſigned falſe Reaſons for aboliſhing 
the ſaid Councils: Though he admits, that in 
a Letter from the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, dated the Fifth May, One 
thouland Seven hundred and Eighty-one, and 
addreſſed to the ſaid Court of Directors, it was 
affirmed, as the Truth actually was, that the 
Plan for ſuperintending and collecting the 
Public Revenue of the Provinces, through the 
Agency of Provincial Councils, had been in— 
ſtituted for the temporary and declared Purpoſe 
of introducing another more permanent Mode, 
by an eaſy and gradual Change. But he ſays, 
that he does not conceive that ſuch Affirmation 
is contradicted by any Opinion or Advice ever 
given by him on this Subject. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies, that in the ſaid Letter 
to the Court of Directors, of the Fifth May, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, 
is contained any Affirmation in the Terms ſtated 
in the faid Seventh Article, viz. That it had 
been always intended to introduce the Abolition 
of the Provincial Councils, by an eaſy and 
gradual Change; the Affirmation contained 
therein, relative to this Subject, being no other 
than is herein before ſtated. And he inſiſts, 
that in the Year One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty-one, no. preparatory Steps were 
neceſſary for the Introduction of the Plan then 
propoſed, other than ſuch as were actually 
adopted on that Occaſion, And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings denies that the ſaid Plan was ac- 
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compliſhed by a ſingle Act of Power of him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, the lame having been 
regularly ſubmitted to and approved by the only 
then remaining Member of Council. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings avers, that though the 
iaid Plan was formed before the yearly Col- 
lection was fimſhed, yet the Execution thereof 
did not intertere in any Degree with the Col- 
Iections of that Year, or the Recovery of the 
Balances. And the {aid Warren Haſtings alſo 
fays, that every proper Proviſion was made to 
prevent any Inconvenience being ſuffered by the 
Country from the Mode or Tine of carrying 
the ſaid Plan into Execution, and that no In- 
convenience was occaſioned thereby. 


AND the ſaid Werren Haſtings, denying 
that he did arbitrarily or corruptly aboliſh the 
ſaid Councils, admiis, that it was a Part of the 
{11d Plan of One thouland Seven hundred and 
Eighty-one, dat a Committee of Revenue at 
Calcutta, -onlilting of j our Perions, ſhould be 
ſubſtituted in their Pla ce, with ſuch Powers as 
were neceſſary for the due Execution of the 
Truſt repoſed in them. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits, that the Governor General 
and Council did, on his Recommendation, ap- 
point Four of the ſaid Company's Servants 
to conſtitute the ſaid Commitee; all of whom 
were well qualified for that Station. But the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that ſuch Mea- 
ſures were founded on Principles oppolite to 
any which he had ever profeſſed, or that the 
Powers thereby veſted in the ſaid Committee 
tended to deprive the Members of the Supreme 
Council of a due Knowledge of, or Inſpection 
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into, the Management of the Territorial Reve- 
nues, or to velt the ſame in Effect ſolely and 
entirely in him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that the Governor General and Council did, 
on his Recommendation, appoint Ganga- -Go- 
vin-Sing to be Dewan to the ſaid Committee, 
believing him to be well qualified for that 
Office, which he admits to have been an Office 
of Power and Truſt. But he denies it to have 
been in other Reſpects of ſuch Nature as in 
the ſaid Seventh Article 1s ſtated, or that the 
ſaid Ganga-Govin-Sing was, or that the faid 
Warren Haſtings knew or believed him to be, 
of ſuch Character as in the ſaid Seventh Article 
is alledged. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did inveſt the ſaid Committee of Four Perſons 
with all the Powers and Authorities of the 
Governor General and Council, or that by 
placing the Management of the Revenue in the 
taid Committee, under the Regulations pre- 
icribed by the ſaid Plan, the Members of the 
Supreme Council were deprived of the Means of 
acquiring ſuch Knowledge of the State of the 
Revenue Buſineſs as might enable them to 
exccute the proper Duty of their Office, or to 
acquire any Knowledge thereof, without great 
Difficulty and Diſcouragement; or that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in all or any of the Matters 
aforeſaid, acted in Diſobedience to the lawful 
Orders of the Court of Directors, or in Con- 
tempt or Defiance of an Act of Parliament of 
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the Thirteenth Year of his preſent Majeſty, as 
in the ſaid Seventh Article is charged, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
in the Month of November, One thouſand Se- 
ven hundred and Seventy-ſix, for the Purpoſe of 
obtaining accurate States of the real Value of 
the Lands, with which it appeared to him ne- 
ceſſary that Government ſhould be previouſly 
furniſhed, in whatever Manner it might be de- 


termined to form a new Settlement of the Pro- 


vinces after the then approaching Expiration 
of the ſubſiſting Leafcs, and alſo for the Pur- 
poſe of purſuing many other uſeful Points of 
Enquiry, the ſagd Warren Haſtings did pro— 
poſe in Council, and a Majority of the Board 
did reſolve, that a temporary Office ſhould be 
conſtituted for the Execution of the ſaid 
Buſineſs; and that a Number of Native Ofi- 
cers, under the Title of Aumeens, appointed 
by the {aid Board on the Recommendation of the 
{aid Warren Haſtings, ſhould be ſent into the 
Provinces, for the Purpoſe of collecting ſuch 
Accounts and Informations as had a Reterence 
to the ſaid Buſineſs, But the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings denies, that the ſaid Aumeens were armed 
with ſuch Powers as are in the ſaid Seventh 
Article in that Behalf mentioned; or that they 
were accountable only to the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ftings himſelf, or that the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings was guilty of a Breach of his Truſt or 
Duty 1n the Deputation or Appointment of the 
ſaid Aumeens, or that he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings had any Deſign or Wilh thereby to draw 
into his own Hands the ſole Ordering, Manage- 
ment, 
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ment, and Government of any of the Terri- 
torial Acquiſitions and Revenues of the Eaſt 
India Company, or that any Allegation made 
by the ſaid Warren Haitings, of the Purpoſes 
for which the ſaid Aumeens were appointed, was 
falſe or pretended, And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings denies, that he well knew, or ever was 
convinced in his Judgment or Opinton, as a ge- 
neral and unqualified Propoſition, that there was 
not any Trult to be put in the Accounts deli- 
vered in by the Aumeens, or that no Depend- 
ance could be placed on that Mode of Enquiry, 
or that Aumeens were not to be trulted, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did aſſume to himielf the Power of appoint- 
ing, or that he did actually, by his own Autho- 
rity, appoint the Perſons who were employed 
in the Execution of the aforeſaid Object, or that 
he did inveſt, or concur in inveſting them with 
ſuch Powers as are in the ſaid Seventh Article 
ſtated; but he admits it to have been his Duty 
to recommend Perſons properly qualified for 
that Purpoſe. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
further ſays, that in order to aſſiſt the Perſons 
to whom the principal Management and Su- 
perintendance of the aforeſaid Enquiries were 
entruſted, the Governor General and Council 
did, on his Recommendation, - appoint the 


fab Ganga-Govin-Sing to the Office ot 


Peſhcar, whom he admits to have been once 
diſmiſſed from an Office in the Revenue Der 
partment; but he fays, that ſuch Dilmiſſion 
was, in the Judgment of him the faid Warren 
Hallings, improper and unjuſt; and that he the 
faid Warren Haſtings did conſider the faid Gan. 
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ga-Govin-Sing as better qualified than any 
other Perſon to fill the ſaid Office of Peſhcar, 
And the ſaid Warren Haitings denies that he 
was, 1n reſpect of the ſaid Appointment, guilty 
of any Neglect of Duty; or that ſuch Appoint- 
ment was to the Scandal of Government, or 
to the Encouragement: of any Miſb:haviour or 
Miſconduct in Office, or that the faid War- 
ren Haſtings knew or believed the Character of 
the ſaid Ganga- Govin- Sing to be ſuch as in the 
1aid Seren Article is deſeribed. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits 
that he was of Opinion that the granting of 
long Leaſes of the Lands was in many Re- 
Ipects better for the Eaſt India Company and 
the Inhabitants than Annual Settlements, which 
he has declared to have been often productive 
of ſuch Conlequences as are in the {aid Seventh 
Article in that Bebalf ſet forth. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings allo ſays, that the Committee 
of Revenue at Calcutta, to whom it was refer- 
red by the Governor General and Council in 
the Year One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-one, to form a Plan for the Settlement 
of the Revenue for the enſuing Year, did, 
amongſt other Things, report their Opinion, 
** That with reſpect to the Period of the Leaſcs 
< in general, it appeared to the ſaid Commit- 
« tee to limit them to One Year would be the 
& beſt Period, giving a Preference at the Set- 
<«< tlement of the next to ſuch Perions as ſhould 
„have paid up their Rents, and making a 
* Promiſe of this on the Part of Government,” 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
Governor General and Council, he being Go- 
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vernor General, did for the moſt part approve 
of ſuch Report; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that in giving ſuch Approbation he did 
neglect his Duty, or diſregard the Intereſt of 
the Eaſt India Company, and the Eaſe and 
Welfare of the Inhabitants, or contradict any 
of his own Proteſſions or Declarations, or that 
he did not hold himſelf bound or reſtrained by 
the Orders of the Court of Directors. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that he did exer- 
ciſe his Diſcretion for any partial, intereſted, or 
corrupt Purpoſe, or that he did for any partial, 
intereited, or corrupt Purpoſe, grant any per- 
petual Leafe whatſoever; but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that he did, in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-nine, con- 
cur with the Board in confirming the Zemin= 
dary of Baharbund to Lechnant Num- dee, Son 
of Contoo Bauboo, on a Mocurrary Leaſe; and 
he admits that the ſaid Contoo Bauboo was the 
Banyan of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but 
he denies that ſuch Sunnud was granted in ſuch 
Manner, or for ſuch Purpoſes, as are in the 
laid Seventh Article ſet forth, or that the ſame 
was granted upon improper Terms, the Rent 
which the ſaid Zemindar was by the ſaid Sunnud 
bound to pay having been fixed at the Sum 
deemed equivalent to the real Annual Value of 
the laid Zemindary, And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
| ſtings denies, that in all or any of the Trans- 
actions or Matters aforeſaid, he did, either as 
Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William, 
or as Governor General, corruptly or wilfully 
proceed, in Violation of his Duty to the Eaſt 
India Company, in Diſobedience to their Or- 
ders, or to the Loſs or Damage of their Re- 
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venues, or in Defiance or Contempt of any 
Act of Parliament, or to the Vexation, Op— 
preſſion, or Deſtruction of the Inhabitants of 
Bengal, or in Contradiction or Perverſion of 
his own declared Senſe of Duty and true Policy, 
or to the Scandal or Reproach of the Britiſh 
Government in India; or that in all or any 
of the ſaid Tranſactions the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings was or 1s guilty of any Crime or Miſde- 
meanour whatſoever, 


EIGHTH ARTICLE 


ND the faid Warren Haſtings, in Anſwer 

to the ſaid Eighth Article, admits, that a 
certain Jerritory, known by the Name of the 
Subah of Oude, was, on or about the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Sixty-four, govern- 
ed by the Nabob Vizier Shuja Dowla, and 
that the ſaid Shuja Dowla was defeated in 
Battle, and expelled from his Dominions, by 
the Arms of the Eaſt India Company : That he 
was afterwards, in the Year One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Sixty-ſive, under the Authority of 
the Company, reſtored to his Government, and 
being ſo reſtored, in or about the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-three, did 
enter into a Treaty with the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, called the Treaty of Benares : Bur the 
laid Warren Haſtings denies that the ſaid Com- 
pany did thereby make ſuch Agreement as in 
the ſaid Eighth Article is ſtated; the ſaid 
Treaty profeſſing only to regulate the Terms 
9 upon 
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upon which the Expences of the Company's 
Troops ſhould be defrayed, in caſe the ſame 
ſhould march to the Aſſiſtance of the ſaid Vi- 
ZICT. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the {aid Vizier did, by the Aſſiſtance of the Eaſt 
India Company's Forces, as allo in conſidera— 
tion of Money to them paid, or agreed to be 
paid, obtain ſeveral large Acceſſions to his 
Dominions; namely, the Territories of Rohil- 
cund, Corah, Currah, and Allahabad, but not 
the Duab, which was not obtained in conſidera- 
tion of any Money to them paid, although the 
ſame was obtained by the Vizier's own Forces, 
under the general Influence of Britiſh Support. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ad- 
mits, that the ſaid Shuja Dowla, in or about 
the Month of February, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Seventy-five, died poſſeſſed of the of 
Territories aforefaid, and that his Son Aſſof 
o' Dowla thereupon became poſſeſſed of the | 
ſame, and by means of the Influence of the Eaſt 
India Company, co-operating with other Caules, 
did obtain a Grant of the Dignity and Authority 
of Vizier, which his Father had poſſeſſed; and 
that the ſaid Aſſof of Dowla was ſupported in 
the Poſſeſſion and Dignity aforeſaid by the Power 
and Influence of the Eaſt India Company ; and 
that he did, on the Twenty-firſt of May, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-five, make 
a new Treaty with the Eaſt India Company, 
whereby, as well the Particulars of which a Bri- 
gade ſhould conſiſt, as the Charges thereof, were 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits; 
that the ſaid Vizier did afterwards conſent to 
take other Bodies of Troops belonging to the 
Company into his Pay. And the faid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that the ſaid Aſſof o' Dowla 
did become a Dependant on the Eaſt India 
Company, to the Extent, or in the Manner, ſug- 
geſted in the faid Article, or that the Englith 
Name and Character were concerned in every 
Act of his Government, or that the Influence 
and Power of the Governor General and Council 
of Fort William, was, mediately or immedi- 
ately, ſufficient to, or employed for, all Acts of 
Authority within the ſaid Province of Oude, 
and its Dependencies, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
the Governor General and Council were bound 
to provide for the internal good Order or Pro- 
ſperity of thoſe Provinces, although he admits 
they were bound, as far as in them lay, to take 
proper Meaſures for preventing the Troops 
kept up as aforeſaid from becoming a Griev- 
ance to the Country which they were intend- 
ed to protect: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies, that it was the bounden Duty of the ſaid 
Governor General and Council, to take care 
that the Eaſe, Security, and Honour of the 
Prince and his Family, ſhould be conſulted 
and provided for, otherwile than as any Acts 
of the Eaſt India Company, or their Servants, 
might affect the fame; but he admits that it 
was Contrary to the Duty of the ſaid Governor 
General and Council, and of every of them, 
to countenance, authorize, or direct any Acts 
of Oppreſſion or Peculation within the faid 
Provinces, 


E 


Provinces. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies, that ſuch Alteration has happened in 
the Condition of the Province of Oude, and 
the Territories added thereto {ince the Period 
of Britiſh Interference therein, as is ſtated in 
the ſaid Article; or that the ſaid Company were 
bound to the good Government of the Coun— 
tries ſuppoſed to be referred to in the ſaid Arti- 
cle, or that the ill State of Things therein, ſup— 
poſing ſuch ill State thereof to have exiſted, 
was at all owing to any Acts or Neglects of 
him the ſaid Warren Hailings, or his Agents. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, dilavowing ſuch 
bale and corrupt Views, as by the {aid Eighth 
Article are imputed to him, denies that he did 
maliciouſly, or againſt his Duty, or upon, or 
ſoon after, or in any Manner in conſequence 
of ſuch Repreſentation, which he admits to have 
been received by the Governor General and 
Council from the then Britiſh Reſident Briſtow, 
as (tated in the ſaid Article, remove the laid 
Briſtow from his Office of Reſident aforetaid : 
For the ſaid Warren Haſtings lays, that Fifty- 
one Days before the Date of ſuch Repreſenta- 
tion, (that is to ſay) on the Second of December, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Sgventy-ſix, it 
had been reſolved by the Governor General and 
Council, that the ſaid Briſtow ſhould be, and the 
laid Briſtow had accordingly been, recalled from 
the Court of the Nabob of Oude; and he inſiſts 
that ſuch Recal was not contrary to the ſtanding 
Orders of the Court of Directors, and that the 
lame was warrantable and expedient. And the 
iaid Warren Haſtiugs denies, that he did wilfully 
neglect to take any Meaſures which his Duty 
required him to take relative to the Matters 
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contained in that Repreſentation; and as to the 
Appointment of the ſaid Mr. Middleton to the 
ſaid Office of Reſident and Collector of the 
Company's Aſſignments in the Province of 
Oude, in the Eighth Article mentioned, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that ſuch Ap- 
pointment was made under the Influence of 
ſuch Motives, or preceded by ſuch Conduct 
on the Part of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and 
the ſaid Middleton, or either of them, or that 
the ſaid Middleton was a Perſon of ſuch Cha- 
rater and Deſcription as are ſtated in the ſaid 
Eighth Article. And he farther ſays, that 
ſuch Appointment was made by the Governor 
and Council, and not by the fole Authority of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and that the Ap- 
pointment of the ſaid Middleton, thus made, 
was, 1n the then Situation of the Company's 
Government in Bengal, fit and expedient to be 
made. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that ſuch Inſtructions weie upon that Oc- 
caſion given to the ſaid Middleton for the Diſ- 
charge of the Duties of his ſaid Office as were 
proper and neceſſary for that Purpoſe, And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier did, in or about the Month of Novem- 
ber, One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
nine, addreſs certain Requiſitions to the Govern- 


ment of Bengal, accompanying the fame with a 


Repreſentation touching the Subjects in the ſaid 
Eighth Article mentioned ; and that, at the 
ſame Time, another Account was ſent from the 
then late Reſident at Oude: But for the Parti- 
culars of ſuch Repreſentations, the faid War- 
ren Haſtings craves leave to refer to the fame, 
when they ſhall be produced in Evidence, * 
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he further ſays, that upon taking the ſaid Requi- 
fitions of the ſaid Vizitr into Conſideration, the 
Governor General and Council, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings being then Governor General, did not 
deem it fit or expedient, in the then Situation 
of Affairs, to comply therewith. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, craving Leave alſo to refer to 
the Minutes delivered in by him on that Occa- 
ſion, on the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Decem- 
ber, One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
nine, demies that they are of the Nature or Ten- 
dency ſtated in the ſaid Eighth Article, or that 
either in reſpect of thoſe Minutes, or in any Part 
of the Conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings in 
the Matters aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did uſe any falſe Pretences whatſoever, or that he 
was influenced by the Motives, or aimed at the 
Accompliſhment of the Purpoſes, or was guilty 
of any of the improper Acts, in the ſaid Eighth 
Article ſtated. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits, that he did attribute the Diſtreſſes of the 
Country, which diſabled the ſaid Vizier (not 
Shuja Dowla, as ſtated in the ſaid Article, but 
Aſſof o' Dowla, the preſent Vizier) from main- 
taining the Eſtabliſhments by him complained 
of, to the Vices of the ſaid Vizier's own Cha- 
rater, which had influenced his Government: 
But the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that no effec- 
tual Meaſures could be purſued by him for cor- 
recting the Vices of the ſaid Nabob's Govern- 
ment. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that he did write a Letter to Edward Wheler 
Eſquire, of the Date and upon the Subject in 
the ſaid Article mentioned ; and that he did in 
that Letter, and at other Times, declare his 

X Opinion 
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Opinion of the Diſadvantages reſulting from the 
keeping up of certain Military Eſtabliſhments in 
the Country of Oude, and of the Convenience 
which would be produced by the Reduction of 
the ſame : But the laid Warren Haſtings denies 
that he did, either before or after any of the 
ſeveral Times when he declared ſuch Opinion 
as aforeſaid, ever receive any Bribe or Bribes 
from the ſaid Nabob Vizier, or his Miniſters. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that the 
{aid Nabob Vizier did, by Letters of thoſe Dates 
to the then Reſident Mr. Furling, make certain 
Repreſentations upon the State of his Finances : 
Bur the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies it to be 
true, that no Relief was attempted to be given 
by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or that nore 
was in fact given, to the ſaid Nabob on the ſaid 
Subject. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that the Board did, upon the Recommendation 
of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, make ſuch 
Arrangement for the Accommodation of the 
ſaid Vizier as was then practicable and expe- 
dient. And the (aid Warren Haſtings admits 
that he did, in a Minute entered upon the Ben- 
gal Conſultations of the Twenty-ſecond of May, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, 
give his Opinion in Writing in the Terms ſtated 
in the ſaid Article: But the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings denies that he had ever been, or was, guilty 
of any criminal Neglect or Refuſal to afford 
timely Relief to the Diſtreſſes of Oude, or that 
he ever did refuſe ſuch timely Relief, when it was 
in his power to have afforded the ſame; or that 
he did by that Minute, or in any other Manner, 
confeſs he had been ſo guilty; or that he did 
confeſs 
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confeſs that any ſuch Effects had been produced 


by ſuch his ſuppoſed Refuſal as are ſtated in the 
ſaid Article. 


NINTH ARTICLE. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings, in Anſwer 
to the ſaid Ninth Article, denies that he 

did ever drive any Perſons to ſuch Diſtreſs as he 
thought might oblige them to offer Bribes ta 
him for their Ranſom, or that he did ever 
entertain any ſuch Deſign or Thought; and 
he further denies that he did ſuddenly and cor- 
ruptly alter his Language, as in the ſaid Ninth 
Article is ſtated ; but he ſays that he did, in his 
Minute of the Twenty-firſt of May, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty- four, at which 
Time a material Alteration had happened in the 
Situation of Affairs, with regard to Foreign 
Wars and Enemies, from that in which they 
ſtood on the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Days of 
December, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-nine, make ſuch Repreſentation of the 
State of the Province of Oude, as in the ſaid 
Ninth Article is mentioned ; and that he did 
thereupon propoſe in Council, himſelf and Mr. 
Wheler being at that Time the only Members 
preſent at the Board, a Delegation to himſelf, 
containing, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings affirms, 
Powers neither new, dangerous, or exorbitant, 
ſuch Powers being delegated for the Purpole, 
amongſt others, of aſſiſting the Nabob Vizier 
in forming ſuch Regulations as might be ne- 
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ceſſary for the Peace and Order of his Govern- 
ment, the Improvement of his Revenue, and the 
Adjuſtment of the mutual Concerns ſubſiſting 
between him and the Company, with ſuch Au- 
thority to enforce the ſame as the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council might or could exerciſe on 
Occaſions in which they would be warranted to 
exerciſe the ſame, by the Claims which the 
Honourable Company held or might have on 
the Revenues of the Dominions of the ſaid Na- 
bob, and to form and conclude ſuch ſeveral 
Engagements or Treaties with the Nabob 
Vizier, the Government of Berar, and with any 
other of the Chiefs and Powers of Hindoſtan as 
he ſhould judge expedient and neceſlary, 
whether for the Termination or more effectual 
Proſecution of the War with the Maratta State, 
or for the Advancement of the Intereſts of the 
Honourable Company, or for the ſtrict and 
permanent Eſtabliſnment and Confirmation of 
the Alliances which did then ſubſiſt, or which 
he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſhould judge 
neceſſary to form with the ſaid Chiefs and 
Powers reſpectively. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further ſays, that the Inſtrument of 
his Delegation did alſo declare that all ſuch Acts, 
and all ſuch Engagements or Treaties made as 
aforeſaid, ſhould be binding on the Governor 
General and Council, in the fame Manner, 
and as effectually as if they had been paſſed and 
done by the ſpecial and immediate Concurrence 
and actual Sanction of the Governor General and 
Council, in Council aſſembled. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
the Commiſſion thus given to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings 


1 


Haſtings was deſtructive of the Conſtitution of 
the ſaid Council, contrary to the ſtanding Orders 
of the Eaſt India Company, or to the Act of 
the Thirteenth of his preſent Majeſty, in the 
ſaid Ninth Article mentioned. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies that he did ever con- 
ceive or underſtand that the ſaid Commiſſion 
was illegal; but he ſays that he did, on the 
Third July, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-one, and not on the Third July, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, as 
in the ſaid Article is ſtated, deliver in a Minute, 
of which the following is a Copy: In my 
« Minute, which I laid before the Board on 
« Twenty-firſt May, I expreſſed the Satisfac- 
© tion with which I could at this Juncture 
leave the Preſidency, from the mutual Con- 
« fidence which was happily between Mr. 
„ Wheler and me. I now readily repeat that 
« Sentiment, and obſerve with Pleaſure, that 
« Mr. Wheler confirms it. Before my De- 
% parture it is probable that we ſhall in Con- 
c cert have provided at the Board for almoſt 
« every important Circumſtance that can event- 
% ually happen during my Abſence; but if any 
« ſhould occur, for which no previous Provi- 
« fon ſhall have been made in the Reſolution 
„ of the Board, Mr. Wheler may act with 
% immediate Deciſion, and with the fulleſt 
«© Confidence of my Support, in all ſuch Exi- 
„ gencies, as well as in conducting the ordinary 
« Buſineſs of the Preſidency, and in general in 
« all Matters of this Government, excepting 
* thoſe which may ſpecially or generally be 
« intruſted to me. Mr. Wheler, during my 
_ * Abſence, may conſider himſelf as poſſeſſed d 
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& the full Powers of the Governor General and 
© Council of this Government, as in Effect he 
„ is by the Conſtitution; and he may be 
c aſſured, that ſo far as my Sanction and 
© Concurrence ſhall be, or be deemed neceſſa 

C to the Confirmation of his Meaſures, he ſhall 
receive them.” And he denies that he de- 
livered in the ſaid Minute with any of the 
Views or Motives in the ſaid Article ſtated, or 


that the ſame is of the Nature or Tendency 
therein ſet forth, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
the Acts done by him, in his Negociations with 
the Vizier, in virtue of the aforeſaid Commiſ- 
ſions, all which he avers to have been legal and 
juſtifiable, could have been equally well done, 
or with leſs Queſtion as to their Validity, by 
the Britiſh Reſident at the Court of Oude, or 


by any other Perſon deputed by the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that he was guilty of any unwarrantable 
Aſſumption of Power, or that the Power ex- 
erciſed by him was unconſtitutional or irregular, 
foreign to his Duty, or unneceſſary for any good 
or legitimate Purpoſe, or that he attempted to 
enforce or cover the {ame by any intricate and 
ſubtile Devices, or that he did in any Manner 


dilcredit the Office of Governor General or the 
Britiſh Government. Pn, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that he did proceed to meet the ſaid Vizier 
in confequence of the ſaid Commiſſion, at a 
conſiderable Charge. . But the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings denies, that any unneceſſary Charge 
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to the Eaſt India Company was incurred upon 
that Occaſion. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
as to the ſaid ſuppoſed Gift or Bribe of One 
hundred thouſand Pounds in the ſaid Ninth 
Article mentioned, craves Leave to refer to his 
Anſwer in this Behalf already made. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that he did, on 
the Nineteenth of September, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-one, at a Place call- 
ed Chunar, enter into the ſaid Treaty or Agree- 
ment, commonly called the Treaty of Chunar, 
in which he did conſent to certain Propoſitions 
for relieving the ſaid Nabob Vizier from the 
Charge of certain large Bodies of Troops, then 
in the Pay of him the ſaid Nabob Vizier; and 
for the Particulars of the ſaid Propoſitions the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings craves Leave to refer 
to the ſaid Treaty, when the ſame ſhall be pro- 
duced. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that he did, at any Time after making the ſaid 
Treaty, violate his own or the public Faith, by 
putting Troops on the Eſtabliſhment of Oude 
in the Manner, or under the Circumſtances, 
ſtated in the ſaid Ninth Article; but the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that in conſequence of 
certain Repreſentations made to him by the then 
Reſident at Oude of the Neceſſity of rein- 
forcing the Troops in that Country, a Detach- 
ment of Four Regiments of Sepoys, with a 
proper Field Train, was ordered to march for 
the Purpoſe of ſupporting the Authority of the 
Vizier, and maintaining the Tranquillity of his 
Country, by ſuch Means as the ſaid Vizier 
ſhould be pleaſed to direct. And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings further ſays, that he did, in a 
Letter dated Twenty-fourth December, One 

thouſand 
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thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- one, ad- 
dreſſed by him upon that Occaſion to Mr, Mid- 
dleton, then Reſident at Oude, ſuggeſt, that as 
the Force thus meant to be employed for the 
domeſtic Tranquillity of the Vizier's Domiatons, 
was an Addition to the Brigade on Subſidy, 
and which was ordered to be in Readineſs for 
marching at the ſhorteſt Notice to defend any 
Part of his Excellency's Territories which a 
foreign Enemy might be tempted to invade 
during civil Commotions, the Vizier would, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings made no Doubt, cheerfully 
conſent to pay the Expences of the Detachment, 
by a fixed monthly Subſidy during the Service. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that upon a 
Repreſentation thereupon made to him, that the 
March of ſuch Detachment, under the Circum- 
ſtances ſtated, would, it was believed, be con- 
trary to the Inclination of the ſaid Vizier, and 
underſtood by him as an Infraction of the 
Treaty of Chunar, and be conſtrued a Repla- 
cing of the Troops which it had been agreed to 
recal, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did afterwards, 
by another Letter to the ſaid Middleton, dated 
Third January, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty-two, revoke the faid Orders; and 
the ſaid Orders were never carried into Execu- 
tion: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
afterwards, upon receiving various Repreſenta- 
tions of the diſordered State of the Vizier's 
Dominions, the Board, in the Abſence of the 
faid Warren Haſtings, reſolved and ordered, in 
the Month of September, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-two, that a ſtrong De- 
tachment, under Colonel Sir John Cummings, 
ſhould march into the Dominions of the Na- 

3 bob 
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bob Vizier, both for its internal Defence, and 
for the Relief of the Detachments which had 
been made from the Army ſtationed at Cawn- 
poor; and the Board were informed, by a 
Letter from Mr. Briſtow, then Reſident at 
Oude, 7 the Twelfth of December, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-two, that 
the Nabob had expreſſed his entire Convic- 
tion of the Neceſſity for the faid Detachment, 
and that the Vizier would approve its being 
{titioned in his Dominions; and the ſame was 
ſtationed there accordingly. And the ſaid War— 
ren Haſtings ſays, that it was provided by the 
Firſt Article of the Treaty of Chunar, amongſt 
other Things, that the Engliſh Officers, with 
their Scbundy Battalions, and other Ge ntlemen, 

xcepting the Refivent's Office then upon the 
Nabob's Liſt, ſnould be no longer at his Charge 
for the then current Year, the Arrears being 
paid up, with the Addition of Two Months 
Allowances, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies, that he did difregard any Engagements 
entered into by him on the Part of the Eaſt 
India Company, or purſue any corrupt Pur— 
poſe, or that he did in any Manner impoſe, 
or knowingly ſuffer to continue, any Penſions 
or Allowances over and above thoſe ſpecially 
provided in the laid Article of the ſaid Treaty, 
or uſe any deceitful Pretence reſpecting ſuch 
Subject, or that he did make any ſuch Con- 
feſſion relative thereto, as in the ſaid Ninth Ar- 
ticle is ſet forth. 
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TENTH ARTICLE, 


JN Anſwer to the Tenth Article, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that by the Second 


Article of the Treaty of Chunar, reciting that 
great Diſtreſs had ariſen to the Nabob's Go- 


vernment from the Military Power and Domt- 


nion aſſumed by the Jaghiredars, for Remedy 
thereof it was provided, that the Nabob ſhould 


be permitted to reſume {ſuch as he might find 


neceſſary, with a Reſerve, that all ſuch, for the 
Amount of whole Jaghires the Company were 
Guarantees, ſhould, in caſe of the Reſumption 
of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their 
net Collections through the Reſident in ready 
Money. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that the ſaid Nabob conceiving the Authority 
and Influence of the Jaghiredars in the Jaghire 
Diſtricts to be the Cauſe of Diſorders in his Go- 
vernment, and entertaining Suſpicions of the 
Fidelity of ſome of the ſaid Jaghiredars, and in- 
tending to reduce the ſaid Jaghires to their 
original Value, had propoſed of his own Accord, 
and without any Interference of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, to reſume the ſaid Jaghires without 
ny Exception whatſoever, which Intention hav- 

ing been communicated to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, he had approved thereof. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he was afterwards informed that the ſaid Jag- 
tires 
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hires were univerſally reſumed by the ſaid Vizier, 
which Reſumption he believes to have been a 
warrantable and proper Meaſure ; but he denies 
that it was under any Compulſion made uſe of 
by him or by any Perſon by him authorized 
thereto. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
denies, that the ſaid Vizier had made any ſuch 
Seizure of the ſaid Jaghires, or had entered into 
ſuch Obligations, or had given ſuch Aflurances, 
as in the ſaid Tenth Article are ſtated; but he 
has been informed, that during the Reſidency 
of Mr. Purling, the ſaid Nabob having taken 
a Sum of Money to relieve his Diſtrefles from 
Two Perſons, named Murza Alli Khan and Sal- 
lar Jung, the ſaid Nabob Vizier did engage to 
repay the Sum taken as aforeſaid, and turther, 
that the ſame ſhould not be done in future. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that ſome of the ſaid Jaghires reſumed as afore- 
ſaid, were at the Time of ſuch Kcſumption 
polfeſſed by Perſons of the Deſcription in the 
ſaid Article ſtated ; but whether the ſame were 
of the Value in the ſaid Article ſtated he can- 
not ſay, but he has heard that the Lands our 
of which the ſaid Jaghires were paid did yield 
more than the Amount of ſuch Jaghires, whicl 
Surplus did of Right belong to the ſaid Vizier, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he 
does not know or believe that the Perſons whoſe 
Jaghires were reſumed in Manner aforeſaid, were 
thereby reduced to ſuch Diſtreſs as in the ſaid 
Article is ſtated, or that ſuch other Conſequences 
did follow from the ſaid Meature as are therein 


allo {ct forth, 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the Nabob Vizier did ſignity to bim che 
ſaid Warren liaſtings, his Wiih to reſtore cer— 
tain of the ſaid Jaghires; but he cemes that the 
laid Vizier did lignify a Wiſh to Ne all the 
ſaid Jaghires, as in the ſaid Article is ſuggeſted, 
or that Applications were made on that Subject 
by the ſaid Vizier for a long Time without 
Effect; but he ſays, that the Approbation of 
the Buard of Council was given to that Meaſure 
ſoon alter the atoreſaid Applications from the 
{aid Vizier, and that the ſaid Jaghires were fully 


reſtored by the ſaid Vizier, 


ELEYENTH ARTICLE, 


N Anſwer to the Eleventh Article, the ſaid 

Warren Hattings ſays, that at the Time of 
executing the Ireaty of Chunar, he did pro- 
pole to the Vizier a certain Article, which he 
conceives to be the one referred to in the ſaid 
Eleventh Article ot Impeachment, and of which 
the following 1s a Copy: 


«© HAVING on my Behalf agreed to the 

© Pequiſitionsof the Nabob Vizier, without Dimi- 
s nution or Reſerve, I muſt now repeat the Re- 
“ queſt which I before verbally made to him, 
* that he will be pleaſed to attend to ſuch Pro- 
„ poſals as I ſhajl have to make to him, and 
* to thoſe expect his Aſſent the more readily, 
« as they have for their ultimate Object his 
6 Intereſt alone, that of che Company being no 
8 „ furth er 
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further concerned than in the Intereſt which 
they will eventually have in the Payment of 
the Debt due from the Nabob to the Com- 
* pany. I therefore recommend to him to 
;cduce the great Number of his Sebundy and 
other Troops to regular and complete Eita- 
„ bliſhments, not to be paid by Aſſignments of 
Revenues, but in Money from the Trealury, 


„% and their Number not to exceed tiie certain 
© Means of paying them: But as this May be 
cc 


diticult without making a Separation of the 
„ Naboub's public and private Funds, I fur— 
ther re. ommend, that he receive into his 
private Purle no more than a fixed monthly 
Sum for the Expences of ht} Perion and 
Houſehold, and that the Remainder of the 
& net Collections be left in a public Treatury, 
under the Management of his public Migi— 
de jlers, and the Inſpection of the Retident, for 
ee the Diſcharge of his Military and Civil Dil- 
& burl-ments. This Advice is not meant to 
ce affect the Aſſignments actually made, and 
which muit be annuilly renewed, for the Pay- 
„ ment of the paſt Debt and the current De- 
% mands of the Company.” 


AN D the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the ſaid Nabob did aſſent to the ſaid laſt- 
mentioned Article, and did execute the ſame, 
And he denies that the ſaid Article is or was 
intended to be worded in loole and ambiguous 
"Terms, or that he did ever repreient it in that 
Light, or to that Effect, in any Letter written 
by him to Edward Wheler Eſquire, But he 
lays that he did write a Letter concerning the 
laid Treaty to the ſaid Edward Wheeler, con- 

I; taining 
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taining a Paragraph, of which the following is 


a Copy, and which he conceives to be alluded 


to 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


in tne ſaid Eleventh Article: 


«© TO the Copy of the Articles of Agrees 
ment, Number One, I have added the Pa- 
pers, Number One, A, B, C, which will 
explain my Reaſons for the ſ-veral Articles, 
and to thele 1 beg leave to refer you, Upon 
the whole, generally, I have only to obſerve 
further, that the Agreement was drawn up 
from a Series of Requiſitions preſented to me 
by the INabob, to whom I was happy in the 
Occaſion of making ſuch a Return, for the 
uncommon Inſtance of Fidelity and Attach- 
ment which he has recently ſhewn to our 
Government, by an inſtant and unqualified 
Aſſent to each Article. This was done ver- 
bally in his Preſence; and in like Manner 
I requeſted and obtained his Acquieſcence in 
the ſhort Condition which followed mine. I 
confidered the Subjects of his Requeſts as 
eſſential to the Reputation of our Govern- 
ment, and no leſs to our Intereſt than his; 
and, if the Reſident performs his Duty in 
the Execution of my Inſtructions, the Na- 
bob's Part of the Engagement, by a ſingu— 
lar Inverſion of their Purpoſes in both In- 
ſtances, will prove of ſtill greater Benefit to 
him than to our Government, on whole Be- 
half it was exacted.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 


he knew, or had heard, at or before the Time 
of executing the ſaid "Treaty, that the ſaid Vizier 


conſidered the ſaid laſt mentioned Article to 


bg 
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be ſuch as in the ſaid Eleventh Article of 
Impeachment 1s ſtated; neither did the ſaid 
Vizier, to the Knowledge of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, withhold his Aſſent from the une, 
or decline to put bis Seal thereto. Aud the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings further denics, that any 
Perſon or Perions had Authority from him to 
give the ſaid Nabob ſuch Aſſurances as in the 
ſaid Eleventh Article are ſtated, nor did the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings hear or know, either be- 
fore the Execution of the ſaid Treaty, or at 
the Time thereof, when the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings admits he was preſent, that ſuch Aſſu- 
rances were given. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, denying that he did ever meditate any 
perfidious Acts, lays, that on the Twenty third 
of September, One thouland Seven hundred 
and Eighty-one, he did write a Letter to Na- 
thaniel Middleton Eſquire, then Reſident at the 
Court of the ſaid Vizier, in which he gave 
certain Inſtructions for carrying the ſaid Article 
of the Treaty of Chunar into Effect; but he 
denies that the ſaid Letter did contain Directions, 
in the Terms, or to the Effect, in the iaid 
Eleventh Article of impeachment ſtated. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that the 
ſaid Nathaniel Middleton did, in ſundry In- 
ſtances, carry the ſaid Inſtructions into Effect. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that the Mode of conducting the ſaid Treaty, 
or the ſubſequent acting thereon, ſo far as the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings was in any Manner con— 
cerned therein, was of the Nature, or had 
the Tendency, ſtated in the ſaid Eleventh 
Article. 


AND 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 


that he did ever deſtroy, or conceal, or with- 
hold, or cauſc to be withheld, from the Court 
of Directors, the original Papers and Docv- 
ments, on the Matter of which the ſaid Treat 
was made, or the original Treaty iticlf, 


TWELFTH ARTICEE; 


N Anſwer to the Twelfth Article, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that in or about rhe 
Month of September, in the Year One thou- 
{ind Seven hundred and Seventv-five, in con— 
lequence of a Letter received at the Board 
from John Briſtow Eſquire, then Ketident at 
the Court of the Nabob Vizier, commuri— 
cating a Requeſt from the ſaid Nabcb to be 
furniſhed with Engliſh Officers to Six Batta- 
lions of Seapoys, as well as with a Corps of 
Artillery and Cavalry in Proportion, and con- 
raining various Realons in favour of the ſaid 
Mealure, the Governor General and Council, 
he the faid Warren Haſtings being Governor 
General, did unanimouſly reſolve to comply with 
the ſaid Requelt, and to adopt a Plan propoled 
by General Clavering for the Formation and 
Regulation of Troops in the ſaid Vizier's Ser- 
vice, and the Appointment of Britiſh Officers 
thereto agreeably to the ſaid Requeſt, of which 
Meaſure the ſaid Vizier was duly informed. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that 

at the Time of the ſid original Ettabl; en 
he neither was nor did pretend to be of Opi- 
nion 


(-- $0973 


nion that the Appointment of Britiſh Officers to 
command the Troops of the ſaid Nabob was in 
any Reſpect a pernicious Meaſure; but he did 
entertain and declare an oppoſite Opinion, and 
did enter the {ame on the Conſultations of the 
Board of Council, And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings ſays, that afterwards, that is to ſay, on or 
about the Fifth Day of May, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy-ſeven, on ſubmitting 
to the Board a Plan for a different Military 
Eſtabliſhment, he did ſtate his Opinion, that 
certain Evils had been found by Experience to 
reſult from the ſaid + ſtabliſhment, made in the 
Year One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
five. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that on or about Twenty-fourth Sep- 
tember, One thouſand Seven Hundred and Se— 
venty-feven, Application was made to the ſaid 
Board by the ſaid Nabob Vizier, ſtating that he 
had determined to keep on foot Three Batta- 
lions, Part of a Force of Twelve Battalions then 
ſerving under the Command of Colonel God- 
dard, and which he had before propoſed to have 
diſbanded, for the Purpole of collecting the Re- 
venue, and requeſting that Major Hannay, with 
Two or Three Officers, might be ſent to take 
Charge of the aforeſaid Battalions. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that the 
Board did unanimouſly reſolve to comply with 
the ſaid Requeſt; and likewiſe that Major Han- 
nay, together with the Captains Lumſdaine and 
Balfour, ſhould be ſent to take the Command 
of the ſaid Troops. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further ſays, that on or about the 
Twelfth January, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Seventy eight, a Plan was ſubmitted to the 

2 ſaid 
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| ſaid Board by Major Oſborne, in the ſaid Article 
6 mentioned, for the Eftabliſhment of a ſubſi- 
diary Battalion to the Corps commanded by the 
ſaid Major Hannay as aforeſaid; and the ſaid 
Major Oſborne did at the ſame Time ſtate va- 
rious Reaſons in ſupport of the ſaid Meaſure, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that for the 
{ame and other Reaſons, which he was then and 
F is now convinced were good and ſufficient, the 

. ſaid Board did, on the Motion of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, reſolve to recommend the 
General Plan propoſed as aforeſaid to the ſaid 
Vizier; and that the ſaid Major Oſborne ſhould 
be appointed to command the ſaid Battalion. 
And the ſaid Board did at the ſame Time re- 
ſolve to recommend to the ſaid Vizier to diſ- 
band a proportionate Number of the Native 
Forces in his Employment to make a Dimi- 
nution of Expence equal to ſuch Eſtabliſhment, 
and of which Recommendation the ſaid Vizier 
was duly apprized. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings fays, that the ſaid Board were afterwards 
informed that the ſaid Nabob did object to the 
faid Plan; but the ſaid Major Oſborne not hav- 
ing been apprized thereof, did write a Second 
Letter to the ſaid Board, ſtating other material 
Reaſons in Addition to thoſe before offered in 
favour of the ſaid Meaſure, and further urging 
the Proſecution thereof. 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that, being of Opinion that the Reaſons for 
which the Board had recommended the ſaid 
Meaſure did operate much ſtronger at the Time 
of the Receipt of the ſaid Second Letter as 
aforeſaid than when the ſaid Meaſure was ori- 
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ginally brought forward, he did propoſe in 
Council that the Recommendation ſhould be re- 
peated to the ſaid Nabob, and the Reſident or- 
dered to ſupport it. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings further ſays, that the ſaid Propoſal being 
taken into Conlideration at the ſaid Board, 
Richard Barwell Eſquire, then a Member of the 
ſaid Board, did intirely approve thereof, and Ed- 
ward Wheler Eſquire, then alſo a Member of 
the ſaid Council, did expreſs himſelf as follows: 
© [I think the additional Reaſons now urged by 
«© the Governor (meaning the ſaid Warten 
« Haſtings) for railing a Corps of Infantry, 
« may, with Propriety, be repreſented by Mr. 
« Middleton to the Vizier; as he has already 
« rejected the former Propoſition, I think it 
* ſhould be left intirely to his Diſcretion whe- 
«© ther to carry the preſent into Execution or 
* not; and Philip Francis Eſquire, allo a 
Member of the ſaid Council, did expreſs 
himſelf as follows: «© As Mr. Middleton in- 
“ forms us, the Nabob has thought proper to 
& reject the Plan altogether, I think there would 
ebe an Impropriety in our preſſing him to adopt 
& ir.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that it was agreed by the ſaid Board to 
write again to the ſaid Nabob in Recommenda- 
tion of the ſaid Plan, ſtating the additional 
Arguments in favour of it; and further, that 
a Letter ſhould be written to the ſaid Middleton 
to ſupport the ſaid Recommendation by ſuch Ar- 
guments in ſupport of it as might tend to inſure 
its Succeſs; which being accordingly done, the 
ſaid Vizier did agree to adopt the ſaid Plan. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies the fame 
to have been iniquitous, without Colour, or 
Z 2 oppreſ- 
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oppteſſive, or that in all or any of the Matters 
atorelaid, he did act contrary to his Duty or 
his Conſcience, or againſt his Opinion of what 
was conducive to the Good of the Service, 
And the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the Governor General and Council were 
informed, that the actual Expence of the 


Company's temporary Brigade, and the Charge 


of the atorelaid Corps in the Service of the 
Vizier, under the Command of Britiſh Officers, 
did, in the Year One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Seventy-nine, exceed the Eſtimates 
which had been made of thoſe Expences; but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that he was 
guilty of any wilful or criminal Neglect in re— 
lpect to any Enquiries proper to have been made, 
or Mealures fit to have been adopted on that 
Subject. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that any Complaints were tranſmitted. to the 
Board, or to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
againſt the Corps under the Command of Major 
Oſborne, in the Manner ſtated in the ſaid Tweltch 
Article. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that ſome Time after the ſaid Corps had been 
diſbanded, Repreſentations having been made 
to the ſaid Board, by the ſaid Nabob and by the 
Company's Reſident, that the Eſtabliſhment of 
Native Troops in his Service was unequal to 
the Purpoſe of effectually ſecuring the Collec- 
tions, and that this could be effected by Troops 
under Britiſh Officers, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, for the above and for other good and ſuffi- 
cient Reaſons, move, that it ſhould be recom- 
mended to the faid Vizier to re-eſtabliſh the 
Corps lately commanded by the ſaid Major 
Oſborne, and to give the Command thereof to 

Captain 


E 


Captain Clarke, in the ſaid Article mentioned, 
and to which Motion the Board accordingly 
agreed. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
denies that he did, as in the faid Article is al— 
ledged, cauie a Battalion of Soldiers, under 
Britiſh Officers, commanded by Captain Polhill, 
or any other Officer, to be put upon the Eſta- 
bliſnment of the ſaid Vizier, or that the ſaid 
Corps was ever, during the Time the ſaid War— 
ren Haſlings continued Governor General, put 
upon the ſaid Eſtabliſhment. 


THIRTEENTH ARTICLE. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in Anſwer 
to the Thirteenth Article, admits, that he 
was bound ſubſtantially, and with good Faith, 
to obey the Orders of the Court of Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company; but the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that any ſuch prohibitory Or- 
ders reſpecting military Officers were given by 
the ſaid Court of Directors, as in the ſaid Ar- 
ticle are ſtated, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
ſays, that there did exiſt a Treaty of Alliance, 
offenſive and defenſive, between the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier and the Faſt India Company ; but he 
denies, that the Dominions of the ſaid Nabob 
were in a State of Dependance on the ſaid Com- 
pany, or thoſe who exerciſed their Authority. 
And the faid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
ſaid Company had an Intereſt in the Proſperity 
of the Territories of the ſaid Nabob of Neu 
6 an 
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and in that of the Provinces immediately under 
their Juriſdiction; and that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was bound to attend thereto, and to 
abſtain from any Act which had a Tendency to 
the Prejudice thereof: But denying that he en- 
tertained any ſuch Intentions and Views as are 
jn the {aid Thirteenth Article ſtated; or that he 
did by his own Influence and Power eſtabliſh the 
Corps under Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, in the 
faid Nabob Vizier's Service, or did in any 
Manner originally appoint or introduce the ſaid 
Hannay to that Service; the ſaid Warren Ha- 
itings ſays, that the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay was permitted to enter into the ſaid 
Vizier's Service, in conſequence of a particular 
Requeft contained in a Letter received from the 
Vizier on the Firſt of June, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Seventy-ſeven, wherein the ſaid 
Vizier did expreſs himſelf as follows: * Major 


„ Hannay is a Gentleman of great Underſtand- 


* ing, Worth, Quickneſs of Conception, and 
*& nice Penetration, and one of the old Friends 
„ of the late Nabob, who, being acquainted 
« with his Abilities, had the higheſt Regard for 
* him; as he is moreover a Gentleman very 
© much in my Favour, | am very deſirous of 
„ having him with me, as the intimate and 
« inſeparable Union which ſubſiſts between us 
© makes us deſirous, on every Occaſion, of 


_« ging Plealure to each other; I therefore 


ce take the Liberty of requeſting, that, avoid- 
* ing all Appearance of Diſtinction between 
us, you will permit Major Hannay to repair 
« to me, and continue with me.” And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings lays, that in another Letter 
reccived from the ſaid Vizier on the Firſt of 

Septem» 


C2753 


September, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-ſeven, is contained as follows: * Three 
« of the Twelve Battalions under Colonel God- 
« dard, which I propoſed to have diſbanded, 
& I have now determined to keep on foot, for 
ec the Purpoſe of collecting the Amount of the 
« Tunkas to the Engliſh. Theſe I have placed 
« under the Orders of Mr. Middleton; but as 
ce it will be neceſſary that an Officer be ap- 
% pointed to the Command of them, I have 
« fixed my Choice on Major Hannay, an Of- 
ce ficer of Experience and Abilities, to whom 
am deſirous of giving the Command of 
e theſe Battalions. As our Affairs are inſepa- 
« rably connected, I apply to you, without 
« Ceremony, to requeſt that you will give your 
ce Approbation to my Choice, and will ſend 
« Major Hannay, with Two or three other 
6 Officers, to the Charge of the aforeſaid 
« Battalions.” And the laid Warren Haſtings 
further ſays, that the Governor General and 
Council did afterwards, in compliance with 
the ſaid Requeſts, unanimoully refolve to per- 
mit the faid Hannay to proceed ro Oude, and 
to enter into the ſaid Nabob's military Service 
there: And that after the Arrival of the ſaid 
Hannay, the ſaid Vizier, in a Letter received 
from him on the Twenty. ſecond of December, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-ſe- 
ven, did expreſs himſelf, amongſt other Things, 
to the Effect following: As Major Hannay is 
« a good and experienced Officer, of great Bra- 
% very and Conduct, I regard him in the Light 
« of a ſincere Friend. Your Compliance with 
© my Requeſt in ſending him to me, is a 
« ſtriking Proof of the Warmth of your F * 
64 Ip · 
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« ſhip. His Arrival has given me the moſt 


% ſincere Pleaſure; and I am convinced that 
« the Buſineſs I ſhall put into his Hands will 
© proſper.” | 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did at any Time recommend the ſaid Hannay 
to the Farms or Collection of Revenue of the 
ſaid Provinces in the Dominions of the ſaid Na- 
bob of Oude, called Baraitch and Goruck poor, or 
that he did procure him to be appointed thereto, 
But the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been informed 
that the {aid Hannay was appointed thereto by 
the ſaid Vizier, and that ſuch Appointment was 
by him the {aid Vizier made of his own Accord. 
But the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that the 
Appcintment in queſtion was of ſuch Nature, or 
productive of ſuch Conſequences, as are ſuggeſt- 
ed in the ſaid Article. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that he does not know nor believe 
that the ſaid Hannay made ſuch ule of his Power 
as is ſtated in the ſaid Article. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings fays, he believes that the ſaid 
Nabob did remove the ſaid Hannay from his 
ſaid Appointment, and did afterwards reſtore him 
thereto. But the laid Warren Haſtings denies 
that he did procure both or either of thoſe Mea- 
ſures; or that he did ever obtrude the laid Han- 
nay into the Management of the {aid Nabob's 
Revenues; or that he had any ſufficient Reaſon 
to believe that the Power of the ſaid Hannay 
was exorbitant, or that the ſaid Hannay had 
been guilty of any Abuſe of Power. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that he did on the 
T wenty-ſixih of April, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty, write a Letter to the ſaid Na- 

bob, 


Co APP: 1 


bob, expreſſing, amongſt other Things, his Sas 
tisfaction at his Reſtoration of the taid Hannay 
to the Employment with which the {aid Nabob 
had formerly inveſted him; „ that he eſteemed 
this as a Mark of the 1nd Nabob's Attention 
to his ort.:inal Recommendation.” But the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denivs that he originally, or in 
any other Manner, recommended the ſaid Han— 
nay to the Service of the ſaid Nabob, than as 
herein is before ſtated. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did in the fame Letter, to which he 
craves Leave to refer, tell the ſaid Nabob nearly 
to the Effect, but not in the Terms, ſtated in 
the ſaid Article. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
dcnies that the ſaid Letter was of ſuch Nature 
or Tendency as in the ſaid Thirteenth Article 
is ſtared; or that the ſame was in any Manner 
improper ;z or that any former Complaints re- 
W the ſaid EHlannay had ever been made 
the taid Warren Haſtings; or that the ſaid 

W arren Haſtings was in refp dect of the Matters 
aforcſaid guilty of any Breach cf Duty whatſo— 
- ever, And the fail Warren Haſtings lays, that 
the laid Vizier did, about the latter End of the 
Year One thouland Seven hundred and Seventy- 
nine, make Complaints, through the then Re- 
fident at Oude, to the Governor Gencral and 
Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings being Go- 
vernor General, to the Effect ſtated in the 1a:d 
Article; and which the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
admits to have included the Corps under the ſaid 
Hannay and Oſborne, and certain other Corps. 
And the ſaid Vizier did further repreſent, that 
in * that diſtreſſed State of his Affairs it was juſt 
and requilite that Mr. Haſtings and General Sir 
Eyre Coote, and the Supreme Council, ſhould 
A A give 
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give him Relief;“ and that © he could not that 
Year poſſibly provide for the new Brigade at 
Futty Ghur, the Corps of Horſe, and other de- 
tached Bodies of Troops 1n his Country.” And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he did not 
ever declare that the Requeſt made or ſuppoſed 
to be made on this Occalion, for the Diſmiſſion 
of thele particular Corps, was totally inadmil- 
ſible : But he fiys, that the Objection made by 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was made to the 
Demand of the ſaid Vizier, conſidering the ſame 
as one entire Propoſition, and which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did then conſider, and yet con— 
ſiders, as made at ſuch a Seaſon, and in ſuch a 
Manner, as well juſtified ſuch Refuſal to comply 
therewith, as is contained in the Letter written 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings in Anſwer thereto, 
under the Direction, and with the immediate 
Approbation, of the Board; and to which Lee- 
ter, and to the Proceedings of the Board upon 
that Occaſion, as well for the Reaſons inducing 
ſuch Refuſal as for the Terms in which the ſame 
is expreſſed, the ſaid Warren Haſtings craves 
Leave to refer. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that the ſaid Corps, or any other Corps 


ſtationed in the Vizier's Country, had no Con- 


cern with Foreign Wars, or that they were ſolely 
employed in the Collections; although he admits 
that they were generally ſo employed. And he 
ſays, that although the native Soldiers, of which 
ſuch Corps conſiſted, had no Concern with the 
Company's Eſtabliſhment, nor were to return 
thereto when diſcharged from the Nabob's Pay, 
yet he avers that the Company had on ſeveral 
Accounts a material Intereſt and Concern in the 
ZLime and Manner of the Diſcharge of ſuch Corps. 
And 
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And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he did 
on the Thirteenth of December, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Seventy- nine, by his Minute 
of that Date, propoſe that a Letter ſhould be 
written to Mr. Purling, then Reſident at Oude, 
which, if agreed to, might ſerve as the Subſtance 
of One to be written on the ſame Subject to the 
Nabob, and, in which Letter, he did, amongſt 
other Things, propoſe to ſtate, that “ the Ap- 
plication of the Vizier gave Cauſe for the moſt 
alarming Suſpicions, ſince he could not be igno— 
rant that the Mahrattas, the Enemies of the 
Company, and the ancient Enemies of his Go- 
verninent and Family, were in Arms, and a 
War unavoidable: That, at ſuch a Juncture, a 
Propoſal tor diſbanding any Part of his Forces 
could not fail to encourage them to attack his 
Dominions: That the Advice of his Miniſters, 
who had inſtigated him to make the ſaid Repre- 
ſentation, would, it was truſted, appear to him 
as inſidious as it was dangerous; and that the 
Governor General and Council hoped he would 
diſmiſs them from his Service and Confidence, as 
unworthy of both.” Which propoſed Letter was 
agreed to, and another Letter conformable to the 
lame was afterwards accordingly ſent to the ſaid 
Nabob by Order cf the Board, And he further 
ſays, that he did, in his Minute of the Fifteenth 
of the ſaid Month, ſtate, amongſt other Things, 
e that he was inclined to bring to Puniſhment, 
« if his Influence could produce that Effect, 
« thole Incendiaries, who had endeavoured to 
* make themſclves the Inſtruments of Diviſion 
& between the Nabob and the Company.” But 
he denies that the ſame, or any other Part of 
thoſe Minutes, was intended to terrify the Na- 

Aaz bob 
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bob or his Miniſters, or any other Perſons, from 
Repreſentations on this or any other Subject af— 
fecting the Nabob's Revenues, or the Welfare of 
his Subje ts, or that the fame was intended to 
produce any other improper Effect. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, again de- 
nying that the ſaid Nabob was ever compel- 
led to reſtore the ſaid Rannay to the Charge of 
any Provincial Collections; denying, alſo that he 
the fd Warren Haſtings kept up the ſaid _ 
nay's Corps in Defiance of the ſaid Nabob, 
whole immediate Service the ſame actually was; 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that the faid 
Philip Francis did declare, in his Minute of 
the Fliteenth of December, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Seventy- nine, to the Effect ſtated 
in the ſaid Article. But the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings denies, that by having forborn to make 
the inquiry ſuggeſted in the faid Article, he 
did in any Manner conmve at, countenance, 
or encourage any Confuſions, or the De- 
irruction of Military Obedience; or that he did, 
by any Act or Omiſſion, or with any corrupt 
r wicked View whatſoever, leave the ſaid 
Countries of Baraitch and Goruckpoor expoſed 
to any ſuch Miichiefs as are in the ſaid Thir- 
ie: th Article deſcribed ; or that thoſe eee 
wee ever deſpoiled, w aſt cd, or depopulated, 1 
the Manner, by the Perions, or under the Gir- 
cumſtances, f rated in the laid Article. AND 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings fu ther denies, that if 
any tuch Spoil, Waſte, or Depopulation were 
ever committed or occaſioned by any Perſons 
whatiocver, that the fame or any Part thereof 
Was committed or occaſioned by any Support er 

15 Counte- 
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Countenance directly or indirectly derived from 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays that he does not know 
or believe that the ſaid Hannay carried on the 
Collection of the Revenue in any oppreſhve 
Manner whatſoever, or that he did take any 
cruel or unjuſt Method of exacting the fame. 
And the faid Warren Faſtings ſays, that he 
has ſcen a Depoſition made by one Allahd 
Sing, a native Officer commanding the Hort of 
Goruckpoor, at the Time it was attacked, as 
herein after mentioned, which Depoſition was 
made ſoon after the Inſurrection at Benires, in 
the Month of November, One thouiand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-one, and, amongſt other 
Things, contained as follows: © had con- 
e fined, under my Guard, at the Fort of Go- 
& ruckpoor, One hundred and Fiftcen Bur- 
& gomauls, Inhabitants ot Surwaur; on the Fit 
6 teenth of Rumuzaun, the Rajah of Goruck- 
„poor, the Zemindars of Ouloolech Bechouly, 
„ &c. great and ſmall, likewiſe all the In- 
* habitants of Goruckpoor, with Six thou- 
% ſand Matchlocks, and great Numbers of 
« Country People, armed with Clubs, at Four 
Gurries of the Night, ſurrounded the Fort, 
« and made an Attack by Surprize; but tne 
« Sepoys on Guard at the Baſtions were awake, 
© they began to fire, and an Action immediately 
% followed, Steing that the Country People 
„ were in great Numbers, I went to each of the 
« Baſtions, and encouraged the Sepoys, and 
called them to me into the Body of the Place, 
„ and formed them together. I left a Havil- 
“ dar and Ten Scepoys at the Rung Mahal, t 

protect the Baggage; but it was Night Time, 
l 
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& TaneCountry People made an Aſſault with Lacs 
40 Few and curicd the Fort, and both Parties 
« fought reſolutely; at this Time they placed 
« 1 adders azaillt the Inner Fort towards the 
South, and entered upon the Baſtion. 1 
* ſeized an advantagecus Opportunity, (attack- 
« ed) and killed Seventeen of the 1 nemy on 
„ the Paltzon, and wounded ſeveral others. 
« About alt after Jen at Night they made an 
« Attack upon the Weltern Baſtion; as there 
« was a Straw Chupper on that Baſtion, I took 
« Shelter under it, and threw down with all my 
« Force a Part of the Brick Battlement on the 
« Enemy, by which Four of them were killed 
« One other jell by a Muſket Ball, and they 
&« retreated. A Third Time, about Three 
% o'Clock in the Morning, the Country People 
& raiſcd a great Shout, and attacked us again 
& I was chen engaged on the Inner Fort Ba- 
« ſtion; Scubunſe Havildar was poſted with 
— Twelve! Sepoys, to guard the Burgomauls ; 

« they ruſhed upon him in a Body, and 
« Seubunie called out to me with a loud 
« Voice that the Burgomauls had attacked 
« him. I gave him Orders to put them all to 
« the Sword; he inſtantly ſtruck off the Heads 
« of Eightcen Burgomauls, and threw them 
& out, and he wounded ſeveral others, The 
« Morning now broke, and I entertained a 
« Hope that the Enemy would fly, and that 
* the People of the Town would certainly join 
tc me; but the Country People, the Foujedar, 
„% &c. were all united with the Rajah z they all 
« "lifted up their Arms, and faid, + The Doway 
& of the Nabub Saadut Ally Khan, and the 
„ Begum, has ſpread through the whole Coun- 
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« try, for the Rajah Cheyt Sing ſas deſtroyed 
« all the Engliſh, and Letters have come to 
« the Rajahs to put the Dependants of the 
« Englith to the Sword wherever they may 
& be found.“ And he ſaid, Where will 
de they go? the Country is mine, I am a 
„ Bhonear Rajah, how long will they { 'be able 
« to) oppole me?” In tuch Diſcourie Two 
* Gurries of the Morning had palled away. 
C From the Eaſtern to the Weltcra Gates, 
de within the Mahal, they ſurrounded the Inner 
« Fort on all Sides, and the Action was re- 
&« newed, We continued engaged for Five 
« Pahr (Fifteen Hours) with the Enemy, with- 
« our taſting either Food or Water.“ AND 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the faid 
Depoſition did further contain as follows: J 
rote an Account of the Whole of this 
« Affair to Colonel Hannay and Captain Gor- 
« don; after a few Days an Order came 
« from the Colonel to Munnowur KEan, di- 
« recting, that if the Rajah hr cs Khan 
« had been put to Death, well; not, ſtrike 
« off his Head, Munnowur Khan ſhewed me 
« the Order; I ſaid, The Order is not written 
* to me, I will write to the Colonci on the 
« Subject.” AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
lays, that it further appeared by the ſaid De- 
poſition, that Orders were afterwards given that 
the Head of the faid Mullapha khan ſhould 
be ſtruck off, and that he was beneaded ac- 
cordingly; and that a Proclamation was made 
through the Town, that thoſe wio were 
guilty of ſuch Crimes would meet with the 
fame Puniſhment, AND the laid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that he has been informed, and 
believes, 
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believes, that the ſaid Muſtapha Khan was a 
rebellious Subject of the Nabob of Oude, ſen- 
tenced to Death by the Nabob, on account of 
various Acts of Treaſon and Rebellion by him 
committed againſt the Nabob his Sovereign, 
and which Sentence was afterwards carried into 
Execution by Captain Dav:d Williams, then an 
Officer in the Service of the Nabob. AND 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying that the ſaid 
Tranſaction was, to his Knowledge or Belief, of 
the Nature, or productive of the Conſequences, 
ſtated in the ſaid Article, ſays, that he was not, 
on account of ſuch Information, or of any other 
by him received, or in any other Manner what- 


ſoever, required by his Duty to make an En- 


quiry into the Conduct of the ſaid Hannay, re- 
lative to any of the Particulars above ſtated. 
AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that no 
Complaints of the Mother or Grandmother of 
the ſaid Nabob of Oude, concerning any Miſbe- 
haviour of the ſaid Hannay or Captain Gordon, 
if any ſuch were ever in fact made, ever came to 
the Knowledge of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
whillt he continued to be Governor General. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that he 
ever knew of any Application of the ſaid Han- 
nay to the ſai] Vizier, if indeed the ſaid Hannay 
did again apply to the Vizier, for the Farm of 
Baraitch and Goruckpoor. And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings ſays, that he has ſince heard that a 
Report did, in fact, prevail, that the ſaid Han- 
nay was about to return to Oude; and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that the Vizier did, 
as he apprehends, in conſequence of ſuch Re— 
port, or of ſome Intelligence to that Effect, 

writs 
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write a Letter to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
which was received by him on the Fifteenth "of 
September, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Fighty-rwo, containing ſuch Expreſſions as are 
ſtared in the ſaid Thirteenth Article: Bur tle 
faid Warren Haſtings lays, that he was, at the 
Time of the receiving that Letter, and before, 
and for ſeveral] Weeks afterwards, confined by a 
long and dangerous Illneſs; and that, although 
no Anſwer was returned by him to the ſaid Let- 
ter, until the Thirtieth of December following, 
yet he humbly ſubmuts, that any more immediate 
Anſwer thereto became unneceſſary by the Death 
of Colonel Hannay, which happened early in 
September, and before the Letter of the ſaid 
Nabob was received by him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies 
that there was any ſufficient or reaſonable Ground 
for the Vizier, or for any other Perſon, to be 
aſſured, or to ſuppoſe, that the Death of the ſaid 
Hannay alone prevented his being again em- 
ployed in Oude. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
further denies that he, at any Time ſubſequent 
to the Treaty of Chunar, ever meant or intended 
that the ſaid Hannay ſhould return to Oude. 
AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that in 
all or any of the ſeveral ſuppoſed Acts or Ne- 
glects, in the ſaid Thirteeath Article charged 
againſt him, he was guilty of any Breach of Duty 
whatſoever, or that in reſpect of all or any of the 
ſeveral Matters in the ſaid Article mentioned, he 
was guilty of any Breach of Duty whatſoever, 
or has been the Caule of Damage to the Coun- 
try of Oude, of any Breach of his Truſt; or that 
he did, in any Reſpect, diſhonour the Name or 
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Character of this Nation; or that he has beer 
_ guilty of any Crime or Miſdemeanour whatſo- 


CVcET, 


FOURTEENTH ARTICLE. 


IN Anſwer to the Fourteenth Article, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, denying that the Nabob 
Vizier had any Reaſon to entertain, or did in 
fact entertain, any Apprehenſions from the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, relative to the Security of his 
own Perſon, or the Stability of his own Situa- 
tion, or that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was 
guilty of any Malice or Corruption, or that any 
Bribe was by the ſaid Nabob Vizier ever given 
to the laid Warren Haſtings, or that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, in any Inſtance, treat the 
ſaid Nabob Vizier with Inhumanity, Perfidy, or 
Rigour; and denying alſo that the ſaid Nabob 
had any ſuch Cauſe of Apprehenſion or Alarm 
as in the ſaid Fourteenth Article is ſtated, ſays, 
that the ſaid Reſident Middleton did, in a 
Letter bearing Date the Seventeenth October, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, 
tranſmit to the ſaid Warren Haſtings certain Ex- 
tracts of Letters from Lieutenant Colonel Han- 
nay, expreſſing the Suſpicions of the ſaid Han- 
nay reſpecting 1 the Attachment of the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier; and that, at the Inſtance of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, certain Affidavits were made 
before Sir Elijah Impey, His Majeſty's Chief 
Juſtice 


Cen, 


Juſtice (but not acting in ſuch Capacity, as in 
the ſaid Fourteenth Article is ſuggeſted), tend- 
ing to criminate certain Relations of the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier; the ſaid Warren Haſtings, how- 
ever, denies that he was, in any Manner, cri- 
minal in reſpect of the taking of the ſaid Affi- 
davits. AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, deny- 
ing allo that, to his Knowledge, the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier did fall into ſuch State of Mind, as 
in ſaid Fourteenth Article is let forth, admits, 
that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was informed 
that, in the Month of February, One thou- 
{and Seven hundred and Eighty-two, the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier had expreſſed a Deſire, to the 
{aid Reſident Middleton, to make him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings a Preſent of Ten Lacks 
of Rupees, ſubject to his the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings Conſent to, and Acceptance of, the ſame: 
But the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that he 
did ever conlent, or entertain any Intention of 
conſenting, to accept the ſame. And he ſays, 
that he has been informed, and believes, that 
Aſſignments on the Revenue had been given by 
the ſaid Vizier to the ſaid Middleton, prior to the 
aforeſaid Offer, for the Purpoſe of diſcharging, 
out of the Produce thereof, the Debt due from 
the ſaid Vizier to the ſaid Company; but he be- 
lieves that no ſpecific Aſſignments, or any other 
Security, or Bill, were, at any Time, given by 
the faid Vizier for the Payment of the ſaid in- 
tended Preſent. And the ſaid Warren Hailings 
denies, that any Letter from the ſaid Middleton, 
to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or any Letter from 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the ſaid Middleton, 
relative to the ſaid Preſent, has been, againſt 
Law or his Duty, or for any baſe, clandeſtine, or 
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corrupt Purpoſe, by him ſuppreſſed. And he 


avers, that he did, very ſoon after receiving In- 


telligence of the ſaid Deſign of the ſaid Nabob, 


communicate what he the faid Warren Haſtings 
knew, or had heard, relating to the ſaid intended 
Prelent, to the Members of the Supreme Coun- 
cil; and did, at the fame Time, declare his In- 
tentions relative thereto, as herein- after explain- 
ed, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he was guilty of any Neglect or Miſconduct, in 
reſpect of the ſaid Tranſactions, or that from 
any Part of the Conduct of the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings therein, either the ſaid Middleton, or any 
other Perſon, could be taught to conſider the Re- 
ceipt of Bribes as a Matter which might bring 
no Danger or Diſcredit to them. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies that no Notice was 
taken of the ſaid Tranſaction, or any Docu- 
ment concerning the ſame produced, to the 
Members of the Council Ge: eral, by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, until the Month of July, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three; on 
the contrary, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that althouzh no Eniry was made on the Con- 
{ultations reſpecting the fame, prior to that Pe- 
riod, yet the ſaid Jranſactions, and all the Parti- 
culars relative thereto, were, very ſoon arter the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings was acquainted therewith, 


and long before the Time mentioned in the ſaid 
Article, communicated to the then Members of 
the Supreme Council; and Inſtructions touching 
the ſame were, with their Privity and Content, 
prepared and given, as herein- after mentioned. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſlings lays, that, by 
Order of the Board of Council, Richard John— 
jon Eſquire, who, in the Month of September, 

One 
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One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-two, 
had been recalled from Lucknow, was, in the 
Month of June, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty- three, required to make his Defence 
as to certain Articles of Charge which had been, 
by the ſaid Board, preferred againſt him, One of 
which Articles was in the following Terms; for 
ſending repeatedly to the Vizier, and to his Mi- 
niſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, to adviſe them againſt 
transferring the Ten Lacks of Rupees, intended 
as a Preſent to the Governor General, to the 
Company's Account; as it would be a Precedent 
for further Demands, which, if the Vizier did 
not reſiſt in the firſt Inſtance, this Government 
would never ceaſe to harraſs him for Money. In 
Anſwer to which Article of Charge, the ſaid 
Richard Johnſon did ſtate as follows: *The Act 
„ and Intention, as far as I ſhould limit them in 
« admitting myſelf the Cauſe of preventing the 
« Ten Lacks mentioned from being, at that 
« Time, paid to the Company, are true; the 
« Reaſons aſſigned for ſuch Prevention, leſt the 
* ſaid Nabob ſhould be again harraſſed, &c. are 
e the Miniſter's own Words and Objections made 
ce to me, transferred into my Mouth. The Mode 
& alio, by Meſſage, is likewiſe miſrepreſented ; 
& bur that is immaterial; ſuffice it for me to ex- 
© plain the Act. I acknowledge Fifty Lacks 
&« were duc in Balance; all the Nabob's Re- 
* ſources not promiling to prove equal to diſ- 
charge this Balance, a New Claim was, at this 
« ſame Inſtant, made of Fighty-twWO Lacks ; 
% the Relources in my Hands, the fole Fund 
c exiſting to anſwer both the Means, unequal to 
this End, the Queltion remained, which of the 
Two Claims, the pew or the old, ſhould be 
| « firſt 


* 
* 
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firſt paid. I did not heſitate one Inſtant ta 
declare, that if any of the Aſſets placed in my 
Hands ſhould be attempted to be eſtranged 
from the Purpoſes for which they were aſſigned, 
I ſhould declare it to be a Breach of Treaty : 
They were to diſcharge the Balances of Years, 
the ſole Object of the late Treaty, and all the 
Meaſures connected with 1t had the ſingle 
Point for their End. Could I, deeply pledged 
for the Fulfilment of the Treaty, ſubſcribe 
to the total Subverſion of theſe Mealures, at 
the very Moment of their Completion, in the 
Termination of the Year preſcribed and al- 
lotted for their Operation? I could not, I 
ought not; therefore I thus obſtructed the 
Whole of courſe ; the Parts of that Whole for 
the Realons above aſſigned, and no other what- 
ever, Whether ſuch Preference, lo given to a 

previous Claim, was criminal or meritorious, 


reſts with the Honourable Board to declare, 
when they recollect that retarding neither ex- 


punges or diminiſhes a Claim. Permit me here 
to ſubjoin: Had the Ten Lacks been unin- 
volved with the Seventy-two, or had the ag- 
gregate Sum not been required within the Pe— 
riod left for liquidating the Balances intruſted 
to me, or had not the Aſſets lodged in my 
Hands for this Purpoſe been the ſole Funds 
from which ſuch Payments could be attempt- 
ed, ſo far from impeding, even for a Moment, 
ſuch a Claim, I ſhould have been the firſt to 
ſupport and urge it to its Completion.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 


in his Obſervations on the ſaid Anſwer, delivered 
in Council on the Twenty-hrit October, One 


thouſand 


4 1 


thouſand Seven hundred and Fighty-three, he 
did aſſert as follows: * I am morally certain, 
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that Zaidads or Aſſets of Ten Lacks, either 
in Aſſignments of Lands or in Bills, had been 
prepared, and were in the Charge or Poſſeſſion 
of Mr. Middleton before Mr. Palmer's Ar- 
rival, and left with Mr. Johnſon on Mr. 
Middleton's Departure; that this Sum was 
declaredly given for my Uſe, but never ac- 
cepted by me; the only Advantage I made 
of the Offer was, to requeſt the Nabob to 
transfer it, with the Obligation ſtill reſting 
with equal Weight upon my Gratitude, for 
the original Deſtination of -it, to the Com- 
pany, for the Relief of their preſſing Ne- 
ceſſities: The Rectitude of this Tranſaction 
depends eſſentially upon Principles which 
every Man feels and acknowledges in- his own 
Breaſt, but can hardly be judged by the Teſt 
of any official Rule. It might indeed have 
added to the Company's Claims on the Na- 
bob, but I am not ſorry that Mr. Johnſon 
choſe to defeat my Intenttons, ſince it would 
have added to the Nabob's Diſtreſſes, but 
with no immediate Relief to the Company; 
if in his own Breaſt he could view the 
ſecret Motives of this Tranſaction, and on 
their Teſtimony approve, I alſo acquit him, 
as I do acquit him, of the Charge on public 
Ground,” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


ſays, that John Macpherſon Eſquire, a Mem- 
ber of the Supreme Council, in his Obſerva— 
tions on the Anlwer of the ſaid Richard John- 
ſon, did declare with reſpect to the aforeſaid 
Charge, that as the Tranſaction was ſtated in 
September, One chouſand Seven hundred and 


Eighty- 
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Eigbty-two, when Mr. Johnſon was ordered 
to quit his Station, he conſidered it as equally 
injurious to the Wiſhes of the Governor Ge— 
neral, and replete with Infidelity on the Part 
of Mr. Johnſon to his Employers; that it re- 
mained {till to be cleared up between Mr. 
Johnlon and Hyder Beg Cawn; and he de- 
clared that he had underſtood at the Time, 
that the Ten Lacks were in Bills, and not a 
mere Offer to pay ſuch a Sum from the future 
Revenues of the Country. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
in concurring in the Enquiry into the Conduct 
of the ſaid Mr. Johnſon, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings had any ſuch Object, or entertained any 
ſuch Intention, as are in the ſaid Fourteenth 
Article in that Behalf ſet forth, or that he 
made any Declaration reſpecting the ſaid 
Charge, other than what is herein before ſtated, 
or that he did ſuddenly, or in any Manner, put 
an End to the ſaid Enquiry : Bur, on the con- 
trary, the laid Warren Haſtings ſays, that ſuch 
Enquiry was publickly proſecuted by the Board 
of Council, in ſuch Manner as to them ſeemed 
right; nor was the ſaid Enquiry concluded till 
aiter every previous Step had been taken, which 
the ſaid Board thought neceſſary for the Forma- 
tion of their Judgment thereon; nor till after 
the Opinion and Determination of every Mem- 
ber of Council had been regularly and finally 
pronounced upon the ſaid Charges. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that he was of 
Opinion, and did accordingly declare, that {ome 
of the Charges againſt the ſaid Richard John- 
ſon were proved ; but the final a 

10 Q 


C1933 


ef the ſaid Board relative thereto, was, that 
upon the whole, although they conſidered- 
the Conduct of the {11d Richard Johnſon blame- 
able in ſeveral Inſtances, yet they were allo of 
Opinion, that he had been ſufficiently puniſh- 
ed by the Deprivation of the Office which 
he had held, and by the ſudden Manner in 
which the Complaints and Evidence then be- 
fore them, induced them to recal him to the 
Preſidency; 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
afterwards, in the Month of January, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-four, the 
Governor General and Council, he the fail. 
Warren Haſtings being Governor General, did, 
on his Recommendation, unanimouſly appoint 
the ſaid Richard Johnſon to be Reſident at the 
Court of the Nizam, conceiving him to be duly: 
qualified for that Employment, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
the ſaid Board did not examine the ſaid Na- 
thaniel Middleton, in refpe& to the aforeſaid 
Charge againſt the ſaid Richard Johnſon; and 
that the faid Nathaniel Middleton was at the 
Time of the ſaid Enquiry at Calcutta, his own 
Conduct being then a Subject of Enquiry, be- 
fore the ſaid Board, upon Accuſations preferred 
againſt him by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for 
ſundry Miſdemeanours charged to have been 
committed by the ſaid Middleton during his 
aforeſaid Reſidency at Lucknow. But the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies that he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings in any Manner avoided ſuch Examina- 
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tion, or that he ſaid or did any Thing to pre- 
vent the ſame. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he had no Concern directly or indirectly with the 
laid Aſſignments, otherwiſe than as herein before 
ſtated: But he has heard and believes that re- 
gular Accounts were kept of all the Aſſign- 
ments which were made by the ſaid Vizier to 
the ſaid Middleton; and that the Produce of 
the ſaid Aſſignments was regularly carried to 
the public Account of the ſaid Vizier with the 
Eaft India Company. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies that the ſaid Aſſignments muſt 
have been, or that to his Knowledge or Belief 
they were, made for any ſecret criminal Purpoſe, 
or that the Money received therefrom mult 
have been, or to his Bnowieoge or Belief was, 
lo applied. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
after having been informed of the atoreſaid Offer 
made by the ſaid Vizier of the ſaid Ten Lacks 
of Rupees, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in 
the Month of May, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty-two, with the Privity and 
Approbation of the Members of the Supreme 
Council, depute Major Palmer, and Major 
Davy as the Aſſiſtant of the ſaid Major Palmer, 
to the ſaid Nabob Vizier, with written Inſtruc- 
tions, in which, amongſt other Things, the 
ſaid Major Palmer was directed in the Words 
following: „The Nabob Vizier having by 
& an Intimation made to Mr. Middleton, in 


the Month of February laſt, been pleated to 
«expreſs 


(+ 198 


expreſs his Deſire to make me a Preſent of 
Ten Lacks of Rupees, and requeſted my 
previous Confent and Acceptance of the ſame, 
I defire you will make my Acknowledgment 
in proper Terms for this Inſtance of his Li- 
berality and Benevolence, and acquaint him 
that I am precluded from accepting it by 
many Conditions, but by One elpecaally, 
which I beg him to take in good Part, 
namely, that if I had received it at the Time 
in which the Tender of it was made, it would 
have been liable to Conſtructions even in his 
Breaſt, ſo repugnant to the dilintereited Friend- 
ſhip which I profeſs and bear towards him, 
that no Conſideration of perſonal Profit could 
have induced me to accept it at ſuch IIazard. 
If he ſhould renew the Offer to you, you will 
inform him that my Objection remains the 


* ſame, and is inſuperable; but that if he will 


be pleaſed to transfer it to the Company for 
the Relief of their preſent and known Diſ- 
treſſes, I will accept of it on their Behalf 
with a Thankfulneſs equal to that which I 
ſhould have felt and expreſſed for the Gitt had 
it been made to mylelf, the Wants of the 
Company being at this Time of equal Con- 
cern to me as my own. Let him underſtand 
this Subject rightly, and he will ſee in my 
Retuſal, thus qualified, the moſt convincing 
Proofs of my Friendſhip for him, and a Re- 
gard for his Intereſt. ” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 


that the laid Major Palmer and Major Davy, 
having proceeded to Lucknow on the ſaid Agen- 
cy, and having, in purſuance of the ſaid In- 
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ſtructions, made ſuch Application to the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier as is therein directed relative to 
the ſaid Ten Lacks, the ſaſd Nabob Vizier did 
write a Letter, bearing Date Twenty-third Au- 
guſt, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
two, to the {aid Warren Haſtings, in which, 
after mentioning the Application made to him 
by the ſaid Major Palmer and Major Davy 
reſpecting the ſaid Ten Lacks of Rupees, the 
laid Vizier did refer, for his Anſwer thereto, 
to a Letter he had written to the ſaid Major 
Palmer. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that the ſaid Letter from the faid Nabob Vizier 
to the ſaid Major Palmer, ſo referred to, is in 
the Words tollowing : 


« ON the Subject of Ten Lacks of Ru- 
&« pees, you repeatedly have ſaid that the Na- 
& wab Governor's Pleaſure is, that I ſhould 
« give them for the Expences of the Com- 
« pany's Sircar. The Nawab Governor's Will 
eis binding upon me. I can make no Excuſes. 
„Jake Ten Lacks of Rupees for the Expence 
of the Company's Sircar; but you have ſaid, 
„that if I am willing to aſſiſt the Affairs of 
$6 £ e Company's Sircar, you will fulfil my Re- 
« qucſt agreeably to the Paper. As the Na- 
ce ak Governor's Permiſſion is arrived with 
reſpect to the Two Points of which you have 
« ſpoken, I agree to both of them, and will 
e give for the Expences of the Company's 
e Sircar, Ten Lacks of Rupees this Year, and 
„Six Lacks of Rupees yearly, in lieu of Re- 
e giments, upon Condition that I obtain my 
% Requelt and Authority. It is proper that 


6G 
* 


60 you aqjuſt my Requelts agreeably to a Paper 
66 : upon 
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„ upon which the Nawab Governor has given 
„ Orders, and reſtore me to the Management 
„ of every Concern,” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier did, in and by his ſaid 
Letter to the {aid Warren Haſtings, urge ſeveral 
Reaſons tor not furniſhing a Loan of Sixty Lacks 
of Rupees, with which he was required to aſſiſt 
the Faſt India Company. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits, that it does not appear in the 
Correſpondence between the ſaid Vizier and the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, whether the ſaid Vizier 
did or did not advance the ſaid Ten Lacks for 
the Uſe of the Eaſt India Company, as he was 
requeſted and had promiſed to do; nor does it 
appear whether or not any Anſwer was written 
immediately by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the 
Letter of the ſaid Vizier. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, though he has no parricular Recollec- 
tion on the Subject, is induced to believe that he 
did not anſwer ſuch Letter; as, in a Letter from 
the faid Warren Haſtings to the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier, dated Ninth September, Ohe thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-two, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did ſtate as follows: “ My late [llnels 
e has cauſed a Delay in ſending the Anſwer to 
% your ſeveral Letters. I am now, thank God, 
40 recovering; and have come a few Miles Nen. 
« Calcutta for the Change of Air upon the 
% River.” And the laid Warren Haſtings lays, 
that he was, about that Time, attacked with a 
ſevere Iltncls, from which he did not recover for 
the Space of ſome Months. And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings further ſays, he believes that the 
aforeſaid Letter from the V 1zier to the ſaid War- 
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ren Haſtings had been communicated to the 
jeveral Members of the Supreme Council, and 
was depoſited 1n the proper Office, and open for 
their Inſpection at the Time of the atoreſaid 


Enquiry ; and the Contents thereof more fully 


known to every Member of the ſaid Board, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that any 
Paper, relative to the Matters aforeſaid, which 
it was his Duty to have produced, was ever ſup- 
preſſed or withheld by him, or that he had the 


lcaſt Deſire to ſuppreſs or withhold from the 


other Members of the Supreme Council, or from 
the Eaſt India Company, the Whole or any Part 
of any Paper or Letter from the ſaid Vizier re- 
lative to the Maiters aforeſaid. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 


be has purpolely left the Evidence relative to 


the Matters aforeſaid in a State of Contradiction 
or Obicurity, or that he has involved the ſame 
in Myſtery, or that he has been guilty of any 


intentional Omiſſion relative thereto, or that 


he did or doth wilfully and criminally omit to 
produce or withhold the full Correſpondence 
touching the ſame, or any Part thereof, or of 
any Agents in the ſaid Tranſactions. And the 
faid Warren Haſtings avers, that the ſaid Ten 
Lacks of Rupees, mentioned by the ſaid Na- 
bob Vizier in his aforeſaid Letter to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings and the ſaid Major Palmer, 
are the identical Sum offered to the ſaid Na- 
thaniel Middleton; and he ſubmits, that it 
doth ſufficiently appear to be ſo. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, admitting that a Governor 
General is bound to rake care, ſo far as in him 
nes, that the Management and Accounts of rhe 

Eaſt 
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Faſt India Company's Revenues entruſted to 
his Care, or whatever may affect the fame, 
mediately or immediately, ſhould be kept in 
a Manner clear, open, and diſtinct; and that a 
Governor General is allo bound to the Obfer- 
vance of ſuch other Points of Duty as are in 
the ſaid Fourteenih Article in that Behalt ſet 
forth ; denies, that he has in any Manner devi- 
ated therefrom, or that he has been guilty of 
any of the criminal Acts, Offences, or 3 
duct in the ſaid Fourteenth Article charge, 
that the Whole, or any Part of the Conduct of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the Matters in the 
ſaid Fourteenth Article mentioned, was of ſuch 
Nature, or had fuch Tendency or Effect, or 
was calculated to produce ſuch Effect, as in the 
ſaid Article is let forth. 


FIFTEENTH ARTICLE. 


1N Anſwer to the Fifteenth Article, the ſaid 

Warren Haſtings, denying that he did enter- 
tain any ſuch Opinions, Views, or Moves, as 
are therein ſtated, and craving Leave to reſer to 
the Anſwers he has already made to fuch the 
Allegations therein contained as have been by 
him already anſwered, ſays, that in or abour the 
Month of March, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty-two, an Account was made up 
at the Preſidency of Fort William, by William 
Larkins Eſquire, the Accountant General to the 


Eaſt India Company at the ſaid Preſidency, in 


the Courſe of his official Duty; in which Ac- 
count 
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count were contained certain Articles of C harge 
upon the ſaid Vizier, which the ſaid Nabob was 


juſtly liable to pay, and which did amount to 


about the Sum of Four hundred 1 
Pounds; and the ſaid Account having bee 

tranſmitted by Order of the Board of Councit 
to Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, then Reſident 
at Lucknow, the fame was ſubmitted to the 
Examination of the proper Officers of the ſaid 
Nabob; and having been examined by them, 


the Articles of Charge on the Nabob were al- 


lowed, but certain Counter- claims were ſet up 
on the Part of the Nabob. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the ſaid Counter-clains being communi- 
cated to the Governor General and Council, 
were duly inveſtigated, and the ſaid Accounts 
were after wards ſettled, and the exact Balance 
due to the ſaid Company aſcertained. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he did, as his 
Duty required, demand Payment of the Amount 
of the Debt which was juſtly due to the ſaid 
Company from the ſaid Nabob; and he denies 
that he took any Means to recover the ſame, 
or purſued any Conduct in reſpect thereto, con- 
trary to, or inconſiſtent with, his Duty. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Debt due from the ſaid Vizier to the 
Company did, in the Year One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-two, amount to a con- 
ſiderable Sum of Money; and that, in order 
to diſcharge the fame, the ſaid Governor Ge- 
neral and Council were informed by the ſaid 
Briſtow, that the ſaid Nabob had borrowed 
Money 
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Money at the uſual Intereſt of his Country; 
but he denies that the ſaid Debt had been oc- 
caſioned by enforcing any unjuſt Demands made 
on the Part of the Company, or any Perlons 
in their Employ ; and he denies that any ſuch 
were made or enforced. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that having quitted India on the Firſt Febru— 
ary, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
five, he cannot, from his own Knowledge, let 
forth the State of the Account between the ſaid 
Company and the ſaid Nabob ſince that Period; 
but he does not believe that ſuch Conſequences 
did ariſe from the Company's Demands on the 
ſaid Nabob, affecting his Country and Govern— 
ment, as in the ſaid Article are ſtated; and he 
denies that the ſaid Demands were brought 


forward with any ſuch Views as are therein ſet 
forth. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, craving 
Leave to refer to the Anſwer he has already 
made in reſpect to the Deputation to Lucknow 
of Major Palmer and Major Davy, in the ſaid 
Article mentioned, denies that he ever did au- 
thorize or inſtruct the ſaid Major Palmer or the 
laid Major Davy to make any ſuch Demand of 
a Loan from the ſaid Vizier as in the laid 


Article is ſtated; but he lays he did inſtruct. 


the ſaid Major Palmer as follows: *I deſire 
« you to endcavour to obtain from the Mi- 
« niſters, and from Almaſs Alli Cawn, ſuch 
% Sums of Money as they can ſpare from their 
« own Means, or raile by their Credit upon 


« Loan for the Service of the Company. To 
| D d effect 
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effect this, it will be neceſſary to convince 
them, that they will be no Loſers by it, 
but that on the contrary their Propegy will 
acquire a Security from being lodged in the 
Company's Funds. Explain to them the 
Nature of the Company's Intereſt, Notes, 
and the Means of Credit by which they pals 
in Circulation, and are transferable from the 
original to other ſucceſſive Proprietors, ſo as 
to give them a juſt Idea of the Tenure and 
of the equal Footing on which native, alien, 
and Britiſh Proprietors ſtand in Poſſeſſion of 
them. At the ſame Time it will be proper 
to apprize them of the Fluctuation of their 
current Value, which it would be criminal to 
ſuppreſs. You may aſſure them that when 
Peace 1s reſtored to our Eſtablithment, and 
our Expences are conſequently diminiſhed, 
the Debt will be gradually paid off, as a 
tormer Debt contracted before my Appoint- 
ment to the Government, to a much Jarger 
Amount, was diſcharged in the Courſe of 
Two Years within your own Remembrance ; 
and that the eftimated Value of the Notes 
will riſe to the Rates of their ſpecific Sums, 
and even above them, on the Proſpect of 
Payment; ſo that the Proprietors will be 
ſubjected to no Lols, unleſs they ſhall chuſe 
fo part with their Property in the Notes 
during the intermediate Times of our Ina- 
bility to diſcharge them, the annual Intereſt 
due in the Interval being duly and punc- 
tually paid. I have no Doubt of their Fi- 
delity, but it can be no way ſo ſtrongly 
ſhewn, nor the Company's Support of them 
be ſo ſtrongly engaged, as by the Aſſiſtance 

| required.“ 
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* required,” And with reſpect to the Demand 
charged in the ſaid Articles to have been made, 
that tne ſaid Vizier ſhould take Four Battalions 
of the Company's Troops into his Pay for the 
Collection of his Revenue, the faid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that, Application having been 
made in or about the Month of March, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Fighty-two, by 
the ſaid Vizier to the Governor General and 
Council, for certain Troops to be ſtationed for 
the Defence of the Nabob's internal Domi- 
nions, and no ſpecific Anſwer having been given 
to the laid Application, the ſaid Major Palmer 
was inſtructed to confer with the Nabob on the 
{aid Subject, who then expreſſing an Uuwilling— 
neſs to have the ſaid Meaſure carried into Exc- 
cution, it was immediately abandoned. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he never did falſely or evaſively deny, or en- 
deavour to explain away, any Share he actually 
had in the above Proceedings; and he denies 
that he was ever guilty of any Falſchood or 
Evaſion on the Subject. 


AND he admits, that he did not call the 
fad Major Palmer, or the ſaid Major Davy, to 
account for their Conduct in the Tranſactions 
aforeſaid, believing then, as he now does, that 
they had not done any Act which made it in- 
cumbent upon him fo to do. 
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r AKRLECLE. 


1 Anſwer to the Sixteenth Article, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, denying that he did ever 
entertain any ſuch Deſign, or was actuated by 
any ſuch Motive, or was guilty of any ſuch 
criminal Acts as are, in the Introduction to the 
taid Article, ſtared, ſays, that Almas Alt Khan, 
thetein mentioned, did farm confiderable Dit- 
trist in the Dominions of the Nabob of Oude, 
and was a Pe ſon of great Influence and Power 
therein. Aud the laid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that at various imes, Previous to the T'wenty- 
third of October, One thouland Seven hundred 
and Fighty-rwo, he had received Information, 
wi u he believed to be true, that the ſaid Almas 
Fay was at the Head of a conſiderable and 
povertul Force, a: a Time when the Dominions 
of the Nabob were allo, in other Reſpects, in 
great Diſorder and Confuſion, and that he was 
13 a State of Rebelliun, and had retreated with 
the ſaid Force, and a conſiderable Treaſure, to 
the Confines of the ſaid Dominions. And the 
ſud Warren Haſtings ſays, that he made a 
Rep:eſ-ataion to the Miniſter of the ſaid Vizier, 
concerniug the laid Conduct of the ſaid Almas 
A: Than, and that the Vackeel of the ſaid 
Vizier did receive, at Calcutta, a Perwannah, 
pu: oOrting to have been ſent by the laid Vizier, 
che Contents of which were communicated to 
him the laid Warren Haſtings, and which 
repreſented the Information betore received by 

che 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings, touching the ſaid 
Almas Ali Khan, to be falſe and without Found- 
ation: But the laid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
ke had, at that Time, good Realon to believe 
the Contents of the Perwannah itſelf to be, in 
this and other Reſpects, untrue. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings further ſays, that he was after- 
wards iniormed that the ſaid Almas Ali Khan 
did return to the Capital of the ſaid Vizier, under 
an Engagement for his perſonal Safety. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, that on or 
about the T wenty-third of October, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty-two, being then 
abſent from Calcutta for the Recovery of his 
Health, he did, in Conſequence of a Reference 
made to him from the Board of Council, draw 
up certain Inſtructions for John Briſtow E uire, 
then Reſident at the Court of Oude, containing, 
amongſt other Things, the following Para- 
graph: « The Means by which Almas Ally 
« Cawn has been permitted to acquire In— 
% dependency hive been long ſeen, and the 
«© Fffects of it foretold by every Perſon ac- 
„ quainted with the State of that Govern- 
ment, except thoſe immediately intereſted 
« init. The late Reſident has been his con- 
« ſtant Advocate; and I lately underſtand 
« that, however truly, the Miniſter diſclaims 
« all Concern in this imprudent Meaſure. It is 
* very extraordinary that his Defection, his 


« Retreat to the Frontier, the ſubſequent Ne- 


*« gociations which paſſed between him and 
t the Nabob, the Engagements concluded be- 
© tween them, which reſemble more a Treat 
* between equal States than a Tranſaction be- 
* tween a Sovereign and his Vaſſal, have all 


« paſſed, 


65 


paſſed, without the leaſt Communication or 
Report of them made to me by the Relidenr, 
or his Aſſiſtant, or the Miniſter; and in 2 
Letter which I have lately received from the 
Nabob, the Miniſter has had the Preſump— 
tion to make the Nabob declare the whole 
to be falle and without Foundation, and to 
affirm that every Part of his Dominion 
enjoyed the molt perfect Peace and Tran— 
quillity. Upon this Subject the Behaviour 
of the Miniſter is ſo reprehenſible, that I 
think it incumbent upon me to let him know 
my Sentiments of it; it will at leaſt ſhew 
him how thin the Veil is by which he covers 
his own Acts, and that ſuch Artifices will only 


tend to make them the more criminal, from 


the Falſchood and Duplicity with which they 


are aſſociated. As for Almas Ally Cawn 


himſelf, the Policy which has been obſerved 
towards him has been ſcandalouſly deroga- 
tory from the Nabob's Dignity and Intereſt, 
and hurtful to the Reputation of our Go- 
verninent, as far as it is connected with it. 
It any Engagement ſhall actually ſubſiſt be- 
tween them at the Time you have Charge 
of the Reſidency, it muſt, however excep- 
tionable, be faithfully obſerved; but if he 
has been guilty of any criminal Offence to 
the Nabob his Maſter, for which no Immu- 
nity is provided in the Engagement, or he 
ſhall break any one of the Conditions of it, 
do moſt ſtrictly enjoin you, and it muſt be 
your ſpecial Care, to endeavour, either by 
Force or Surprize, to ſecure his Perſon and 
bring him to Juſtice; by bringing him to 
Juſtice I mean, that you urge the Nabob, 

| cc On 
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© on due Conviction to puniſh him with Death, 
as a neceſſary Example to deter others from 
« the Commiſſion of the like Crimes; nor 
&« muſt you deſiſt, till this is effected. I cannot 
* preicribe the Means; but, to guard mylelt 
« againſt that Obloquy to which I may be ex- 
" poſed by a forced Miſconſtruction of this 
Order by thoſe who may hereafter be em- 
&« ployed in ſearching our Records for Cavils 
„ and Informations againſt me, I think it pro- 
« per to forbid, and proteſt againſt the Ule 
*« of, any fraudulent Artifice or Treachery, 
« to accompliſh the End which I have pre- 
* {cribed; and as you alone are privy to the 
„Order, you will of courle oblerve the ſtricteit 
& Secrecy, that it may not tranſpire; but I 
e repeat my Recommendation of it as one 


of the firſt and moſt eſſential Duties of your 
« Oe. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that the | ſaid Inſtructions being laid before 
the Board of Council at Calcutta, for their 
Approval and Correction, they did unanimouſly 
approve of the ſame, and ordered that they 
thould be copied fair, and diſpatched to the 
{aid . Briſtow, which was accordingly done. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that, 
at the Time the ſaid Inſtructions were given, 
he knew of any ſuch Engagement on the Part 


of the ſaid Vizier with the ſaid Almas Ali 


Khan, as in the ſaid Sixteenth Article is ſtated, 
or that the faid Inſtructions to the ſaid Briſtow 
were of ſuch Nature or Tendency, or that the 
Condutt of the ſaid Warren Haſtings in reſpect 
thereof was luch as in the ſaid Sixteenth Ar- 
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ticle is ſtated, or that he was in any Manner 
criminal in reſpect thereof. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Briſtow 
did repreſent that he had not attempted to ſeize 
upon the Perſon of the. ſaid Almas Ali Khan, 
declaring that, inaſmuch as the ſaid Almas 
Ali Khan had returned to Lucknow, under a 
poſitive Engagement of perſonal Safety, ſuch 
a Meaſure would have been conſidered an 
Act of Treachery, and was therefore, as he 
the ſaid Briſtow did alſo declare, peremptorily 
torbidden by the ſaid Inſtructions. And the 
taid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the ſaid Briſtow 
did afterwards tranſmit to the Board of Council 
iundry Complaints and Documents reſpecting 
tuch Subjects as are in the ſaid Article ſtated; 
and the ſaid Board did thereupon direct an 
Enquiry to be made as to the Truth thereot ; 
and he admits, that he did, on the Firſt of Ja- 
nuary, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
tour, write a L.etter to the ſaid Almas Al 
Khan, containing Expreſſion of Favour and 
Protection, and ſtating, that he did not give 
Credit to the Accuſations againſt him; which 
Letter, he avers, was in the then State of 
public Affairs proper and neceſſary. And the 
jaid Warren Haſtings denies, that, after going; 
to Lucknow, he did inveſt the ſaid Almas 
All Khan with any Power whatever; but he 
Jays that the ſaid Almas Ali Khan was by the 
aid Vizier continued in the ſame Authority as 
he had before poſſeſſed. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings believes it 
to be true, that previous to the Arrival of the 
aid Warren Haſtings at Lucknow as aforeſaid, 
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the ſaid Almas Ali Khan had held his Farms of 
Revenue from Year to Year; and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that ſome Time in the 
Month of July, One thouland Seven hundred 
and Eighty-four, the ſaid Vizier did make a 
Settlement of his Country with his Aumeens or 
Collectors, and amongſt the reſt with the ſaid 
Almas, for a Term of Five, and in ſome In- 
ſtances, Six Years; but the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings denies, that the ſaid Settlement with the 
{aid Almas was of ſuch Nature as in the ſaid 
Sixteenth Article is ſtated : And he further ſays, 
that a Sum of Money, amounting to Fifteen 
Lacks of Rupees, was afterwards, on the Sug- 
geſtion of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ad- 
vanced by way of Loan to the ſaid Nabob Vi- 
zier by the ſaid Almas, concerning which the 
laid Warren Haſtings did, in a Letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated the Thirtieth of April, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-tour, 
write as follows: * The Third Article (mean- 


“ ing the ſaid Loan) was obtained by my own 


« Suggeſtion from Almas Ali Khan, who com- 
0 plied cheerfully and without Heſitation there- 
with, conſidering it as an Evidence ſcaſonably 
« offered for the general Returation of the 
« Charges of Perfidy and Diſloyalty which 
« have been ſo laboriouſly urged againſt him, 
« and carried at one Time to an Exceſs which 
« had nearly driven him to abandon the Coun- 
<« try for the Preſervation of his Lite and Ho- 
& nour, and thus to give a Colour to the Charges 
* themſclves.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
ſuch his Reprelentation was falſe, or that he 
EB had 
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had any Intention therein to deccive the Court 
of Directors, or that, to his Knowledge or Be- 
liet, the ſaid Almas had at the Time of ſuch 
Repreſentation neglected to pay up the regular 
Inſtalments ſtipulated by the Terms of his Leaſe; 
or that the ſaid Warren Haſtings was in the 
Whole, or any Part of the ſaid T ranſaction, guilty 
of any ſuch Miſconduct as in the ſaid Sixteenth 
Article is ſuggeſted, or of any Crime or Mil- 
emeanour whatlocver. 


S EVNVENTEENTH ARTICLE, 


N Anſwer to the Seventeenth Article, the 
jaid Warren Haſtings ſays, he believes it to 
be trac, that the Laws "and Cuſtoms of the Faſt 
allow a Plurahity of Wives and Concubines, and 
the Families of the Princes of Indoſtan are ge- 
nrraliy NUMETOUS 3 but the faid Warren Ha- 
ſtings denies that the Sons of the ſaid Princes 
are all equal in Dignity, of whattoever Mothers 
they may have been born. And he ſays, that 
by the ſaid Laws and Cuitoms the Mainte- 
nance of juch Families does entirely depend 
upon the W:H and Pleaſure of the reigning 
Sovereign; the tud Warren Haſtings denying, 
however, that, he poſſeſſed the whole Power 
and Dominion of the Nabob of Oude, or that 
he was in juſtice or Duty bound to take care 
that a due Proyviton ſhould be made for the 
Brothers and Siſters of the ſaid Nabob, admits 
that he did not interpoſe for the Purpoſe of 


procuring any other Proviſion for the ſaid Bro- 


thers 


3 


thers and other Relations of the ſaid Nahob 
than what he the ſaid Nabob had himtelt actually 
allotted. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he cannot ſet forth what Allowances were made 
to the ſuppoſed Relations of the ſaid Nabob, 
nor how ſuch Allowances were paid, nor the 
Number or reſpective Ages of thole Relations: 
Bur he denies that any Defalcation of their Main- 
tenance, if ſuch there was, procceded from any 
ſuch Cauſes as are in the ſaid Seventeenth Ar- 
ticle ſtated : And, with reſpect to the ſaid Sur- 
geon, of the Name of Thomas, in the laid Ar- 
ticle mentioned, the faid Warren Haſtings de- 
nies that the ſaid Thomas was patronized by 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or that any Al- 
lowance to him did in any Manner ariſe from 
the Interference or Recommendation of him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ; but he ſays, that the Al- 
lowances made to the ſaid Thomas, by the aid 
Vizier, were ſuch as the ſaid Vizier did of him- 
ſelf think proper to make; the faid Thomas, 
although he was not then perſonally known to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having been, ar the 
expreſs Deſire of Shuja Dowla, the late Vizier, 
ſent up to Lucknow, to attend him and his 
Houſehold, and to furniſh Medicines for them 
and ſuch of his Subjects as might require his 
Aſſiſtance. And, as to the ſuppoſed Salary and 
Emoluments ſtated in the ſaid Seventeenth Ar- 
ticle to have been paid to Major William Pal- 
mer therein mentioned, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings ſays that the ſame, if any ſuch were paid, 
were paid without the Knowledge, Priviiy, or 
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AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that in 
or about the Month of July, in the Year One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, a 
Paper was received, incloſed in a Letter to the 
Governor General and Council, from Mr. Bri- 
ſtow, purporting to be a Tranſlation of a Let- 
ter from Three Brothers of the ſaid Vizier, in 
which they did repreſent themſelves to be in 
Diſtreſs for dry Bread and Cloaths ; but whether 
ſuch Diſtreſs actually exiſted, and was relieved 
by the ſaid Briſtow, the faid Warren Haſtings 
cannot ſet forth. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that ſome Time in the Month of September, 
One thouland Seven hundred and Eighty-four, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings being then at Be- 
nares, did receive Information that Mirza Hyder 
Ally was arrived there; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings not knowing before that Time that 
there was any ſuch Perſon, did write to the Na- 
bob Vizier to the Purport or Effect following: 
« A few Days ſince I learnt that a Perſon called 
« Mirza Hyder Ally was arrived at Benares, 
« and called himſelf a Son of the deceaſed Na- 
« bob Shuja Dowla; and I was alſo told that 
« he came from Fyzabad; as I did not know 
« whether he left Fyzabad with or without 
« your Conſent, I therefore did not pay him 
« much Attention; and I now trouble you to 
« give me every Information on this Subject, 
« how he came here, and what your Intentions 
— 0 are 


E 


« are about him; he remains here in great 
„ Diſtreſs; and I therefore wiſh to know your 
« Sentiments.” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that having received an Anſwer from the ſaid 
Vizier, he did, on or about the Thirteenth of 
October, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-four, incloſe the ſame in a Letter to 
the ſaid Mirza, of which Letter the following 
is a Copy: © An Anſwer is arrived to what 1 
« wrote, on your Account, to the Nabob Vi- 
% zier, which I inclole to you. Having read 
it, you will ſend it back. I conceive you 
had better go to the Nabob Vizier's Preſence, 
„ who will certainly afford you Protection and 
« Afliftance. I will write what is proper to 
% carry with you to the Nabob, and it will, in 
« every Reſpect, be for your Good. Whatever 
* may be your Intention on this Head, you will 
« write to me.” And the ſaid Warren Haltings 
ſubmits, that it was no Part of his Duty, as 
Governor General, to interfere with the ſaid 
Vizier on Behalf of the ſaid Mirza, or to ob- 
tain from the ſaid Vizier any ſpecific Aſſurances 
on the Subject. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that he was informed that Mirza Jungli, 
in the ſaid Article alſo mentioned, did leave his 
native Country in Diſtreſs, and did go to Mirza 
Shuffy Khan, in the ſaid Article allo mentioned, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings likewiſe admits 
he was informed, that the ſaid Mirza Jungh did 
afterwards leave the ſaid Mirza Shuffy Khan, 
and repair to the Camp of Mahdajee Scindia, 

with 
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with a view of obtaining ſome Eſtabliſhmen: 
for himſelf and Followers. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that in certain Letters written by David 
Anderſon Eſquire, and John Briſtow Eſquire, 
it was repreſented that the ſaid Mirza Jungli 
did apply to the ſaid Briſtow, through the ſaid 
Anderſon, then on an Embaſly in the Camp 
of the ſaid Scindia; and that in conſequence 
thereof the ſaid Briſtow did, amongſt other 
Things, apply to the ſaid Nabob Vizier for a 
certain Allowance to be made to the ſaid Mirza, 
and for the regular Payment thereof; and that 
a certain Allowance was accordingly ſettled by 
the ſaid Vizier on the ſaid Mirza. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that Information 
of the above Tranſactions was tranſmitted to 
the Board of Council, and that a Letter from 
the ſaid Vizier was received on the Twenty- 
third of Auguſt, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and Eighty-two, containing certain Repreſenta- 
tions of the Diſtreſſes of himſelf and his Fa- 
mily. And he admits, that no Order was made 
by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the Provi- 
fion of any of the ſaid Family, or for the Re- 
turn of the ſaid Mirza. But the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies that he was guilty of any 
Cruelty, Inhumanity, or Corruption, or of any 
Miſconduct whatſoever, in the Matters afore- 


a.. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that about the Beginning of the Year 
One thouſand Seven hundted and Eighty-four, 
the ſaid Mirza did apply by Letter to him 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to uſe his Endea- 
vours with the ſaid Nabob touching the Buſineſs 
of his the ſaid Mirza's Jaghire. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that he did in Anſwer 
thereto inform the ſaid Mirza, that he conceived 
it improper to trouble the ſaid Vizier on the 
Subject, conſidering the heavy Expences and 
Diſtreſſes of his the {aid Vizier's Government at 
the Time of the ſaid Application to him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings by the ſaid Mirza, But he 
denies that ſuch Expences and Diſtreſſes were 


occaſioned by any Intrigues or Miſconduct of 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, That on the Twenty-ninth of January, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-four, 
after the Recal of the ſaid Briſtow, he the ſaid 
Briſtow did tranſmit to the Governor General 
and Council Two Letters, one dated Twenty- 
eighth of December, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty-three, the other Seventh of 
January, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-tour, purporting to be written by the 
jaid Nabob Behadre, addrefled to him the ſaid 
Briſtow, to the Effect in the ſaid Article ſtated. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, that 
when at L.ucknow he did not inſtitute any En- 
quiry into the ſuppoſed Tranſaction in the ſaid 
Seventeenth Article ſtated; or make any Order 
concerning the ſaid Behadre; and he denies that 
it was his Duty ſo to do. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that in reſpect of all or any of the Matters 
in the ſaid Article ſtated, he has been guilty of 

any 
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any criminal Neglect or Omiſſion, or of any 
Miſconduct whatſocver; or that he was or i« 
reſponſible for the Diſtreſſes therein ſuppoſed 
to have exiſted; or that he did bring any 0 
grace on the ſaid Nabob; or in any Manner 
qiſcredit or diſhonour the Juſtice or Humanity 
of the Britiſh Name. 


EIGHTEEN TH. ARTICLE. 


ND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in Anſwer 

to the ſaid Eighteenth Article, ſays, that he 
has frequently expreſſed his Diſapprobation of the 
Syſtem of Interference in Oude by means of an 
Engliſh Reſident, and that he did originally op- 
pole the Introduction thereof; but he denies it 
to ha'e been his Duty to have wholly declined 
ſuch Interference after the Syſtem of ſuch In- 


terference was eſtabliſhed, or to have acted in 


reſpect to the fame in any cther Manner, or 
upon any other Principles, than thoſe by which 
ne was bound to regulate his Conduct in re- 
ipect to other Matters entruſted to his Diſcre- 
tion. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
iuch Interference was continued with the Ap— 
probation of the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings being Go- 
vernor General; but he denies that he ever en- 
tertained any ſach corrupt Views as are in the 
ſaid Article in that Behalf imputed to him. 
And he ſays, that the ſaid Governor General and 
Council did from Time to Time, as the Public 


Service required, regulate and diſtribute the 
Functions 
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Functions and Powers of the ſeveral Engliſh 
Agents by them employed on that Service; "bur 
he denies that he ever did, without alligning a 
Reaſon tor ſuch Meaſure, or by his ſole Autho- 
rity, and without the Concurrence of the Board, 
remove any Perſon intruſted with ſuch Agency. 
AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
the ſaid Mr. Middleton was recalled at the Time, 
or upon the Occaſion, referred to in the ſaid Ar- 
ticle: But he ſays, that the faid Middleton, by 
a Letter addreſſed to the Governor General and 
Council, on the Twenty-third of Auguſt, Cane 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-nine, did 
aſk leave to reſign his Office; and his Reſigna- 
tion was thereupon accepted. And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings denies that Mr. Hoſea was ever ap- 
pointed, or by him agreed to be appointed, to 
the Reſidency at Oude; or did, as the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings believes, ever act as Reſident: 
And he further ſays, that Mr. Purling did, ſoon 
after the Reſignation of the ſaid Mr. Middleton, 
ſucceed to the Reſidency at Oude, under the 
Appointment of the Board, and continue therein 
until he was afterwards removed from, and Mr, 
Briſtow was appointed to, the ſaid Office, in 
the Month of October, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty, by a Reſolution of the 
Board, in which the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
not concur. And he denies, that, upon the 
Removal of Mr. Purling, Mr. Middleton was 
reſtored to or continued in that Office, ſingly, 
for a Year, or as is ſtated in the taid Article, or 
for any other Period of Time, 


AND the ſaid Warren Faſtings admits 
that Mr, Briſtow, at the Period referred to in 
Ff the 
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the ſaid Article, came to England, and ob- 


tained the Orders of the Court of Directors. 


for his Reinſtatement; and that he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, under the Circumſtances, 
and for the Reaſons ſtated in his ſeveral Mi- 
nutes of the Second and. Third of October, 
One thouland Seven hundred and Eighty, and 
to which he craves Leave to refer, propoſe, and 
the Board did refolve, to limit Mr. Briſtow's 
Appointment ſolely to the Conduct of ſuch 
political Negociations, Correſpondence, and 
Tranſactions, as that Government might then, or 
at any future Period, be engaged in with the 
Vizier; and that he ſhould; in no Shape, inter- 
tere in any Matters reſpecting the Company's 

Pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency ; 
and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton ſhould be 
appointed Agent, on the Part of Government, 
for receiving, collecting, and managing the 
Tuncaws, or Aſſignments, which had been, or 
might thereafter be, granted by the Nabob tor 
the Liquidation of the Claims of that Govern— 
ment upon him; and that he ſhould be further 
intruſted with the Adjuſtment of the Accounts 
and Diſburſements relative thereto; and that 
he ſhould be directly anſwerable to the Autho- 
rity and Orders of the Governor General and 
Council, and in no Reſpect whatever dependant 
on, or connected with, the Office of Reſident. 


And. he denies that the Appointments laſt 


mentioned. had the Tendency, or were of the 
Nature, ſtated. in the faid Article. AND the 
laid Warren Haſtings denies that he ever neg- 
lected to anſwer any Letter of the ſaid Briſtow 
which it concerned the Duties of his Situation 
or the public Intereſt that he ſhould have 


anſwered, 
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anſwered, or that he neglected to give him any 
Inſtruction which he ought to have given, or 
thar he prevented the Nabob from conferring 


with him on any Affairs whatſoever, as alledged 
1a the ſaid Article. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haftings denies that 
the ſaid Briſtow was afterwards removed upon 
a Pretence only that he was dilagreeable to the 
Nabob; for he ſays that he was removed by the 
Governor General and Council, the {aid War- 
ren Haſtings being then Governor General, in 
conſequence, amongſt other Things, of an urgent 
Requeſt for that Purpole contained in a Letter 
from the Nabob, received by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings on the Twentieth of May, One thou- 
land Seven hundred and Eighty-four, and by 
him laid before the Board. And the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings avers, that the Removal of the laid 
Briſtow was, in the then Situation of the Affairs 


of the Company, and the {aid Nabob, a proper 


and expedient Mealure. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that the ſaid Middleton was afterwards by 
the Governor General and Council, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings being then Governor Ge- 
neral, re- appointed to the Office of Reſident, 


together with Mr. Johnfton as his Aſſiſt- 


ant therein; and that Mr. Briſtow was at- 
terwards again appointed by the Governor 
General and Council, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
being, then Governor General, to be Reſident 
at Oude. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did, in a Letter addreſſed by him to 
che Court of Directors, and dated the Twen- 

F 3 tieth 
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tieth of March, One thouland Seven hundred 
and Eighty- three, declare as follows: * When 
« the State of this Adminiſtration was ſuch as 
« ſeemed to admit of the Appointment, with- 
% out much Diminution of my own Influence, 
« | oladly ſeized the Occaſion, to ſhew my 
« Readincls to ſubmit to your Commands. 1 
„ propoled his Nomination (meaning the No- 
% mination of the ſaid Briſtow): He was no- 
& minated, and declared to be the Agent of 
„ my own Choice,” And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did, in the faid Letter, farther repre- 
ſent to the {aid Court of Directors in what Man- 
ner he ajprehended that ſuch Diminution of his 
Influence would be detrimental to the Affairs 
of the Company: But for the full and particular 
Contents of the ſaid Letter, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings craves Leave to refer thereto, when 
the faine {hall be hereafter produced, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings lays, that 
he did, in a Letter to the Vizier, declare to 
the Effect ſtated in the ſaid Article, in order to 
obviate the miſchievous Conſequences which 
he apprehended might follow from the apparent 
Diminution of his Authority. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
Mr. Briſtow was afterwards removed by the Au- 
thority of the Governor General and Council, 
he the laid Warren Haſtings being then 4 
vernor General; but he denies that he did, by 
means of ſuch Removal: ſeek to obtain, or did 
in Effect obtain, the ſaid Office of Reſident tor 
himſelt, or that he did ever perform the Func- 
tion of the ſaid Office himfelf; but he ſays that 

the 
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the ſaid Briſtow was removed for Reaſons ſut- 
ficiently authorizing ſuch Removal; and for an 
Account of ſuch Reaſons, as well as for the 


Proceedings of the Board upon that Occaſion, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings craves Leave to refer 
to his Anſwer to the Nineteenth Article herein- 
after made. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
lays, that he did, early in the Year One thou- 
land Seven hundred and Eighty-four, proceed 
to Lucknow, for the Purpoſe of regulating 
the Company's Intereſt in the Province of 
Oude, at the Invitation of the Vizier, and 
under the Authority and Delegation of the Go- 
vernment of Bengal. AND the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, denying that he left the Office of 
Reſident in the Poſſeſſion of Major Palmer in 
the ſaid Article mentioned, ſays, that upon his 
Return from Lucknow, in the Month of Au- 
guſt, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
tour, Major Palmer was left by him in Charge 
of certain Public Concerns there. And the {aid 
Warren Haſtings denies that he ever fought or 
entertained any ſuch Object or Purpoles as are 
{tated in the ſaid Article, or that he ever uſurped 
the ſole, immediate, or perſonal Nomination of 
Public Reſidents, ſuch Reſidents having been 
in every Inſtance appointed and removed by the 
Board. And he further denies that he ever 
changed them at his own arbitrary Pleaſure, 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that he 
wrote to, and received from, Perſons occaſionally 
bearing the Office of Reſident at Oude, ſundry 
Private Letters which are not entered on the 
Public Conſultations. And he denies that he was 


by Law bound ſo to have entered the ſame. 


And he denies, that in any Inſtance in which 
he 
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ne produced Extracts of ſuch Correſpondence 
he was by Law required to make any further 
or other Communication of ſuch Correſpond- 
ence than he actually made in ſuch Inſtance. 
And he denies, that in reſpect thereto, he was 
actuated by any finiſter, corrupt, or improper 
Views or Defigns whatſoever. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did occafionally correſpond and commu- 
nicate with the Reſidents at Oude for the Time 
being, by means of various Perſons; but he 
denics that his Conduct in this Reſpect was in 
any Manner improper, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did by his Influence prevail with the ſaid 
Vizier originally to appoint the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan to be his Miniſter, or to continue him 
in that Office againſt the Will of him the {aid 
Vizier. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ad- 
mits that the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan did in a 
Letter, dated the Seventh of April, One thou- 
{and Seven hundred and Eighty-three, being at 
a Time long ſubſequent to his Appointment 
to the Office of Miniſter to the ſaid Nabob, uſe 
ſuch Expreſſions of Obedience and Submiſſion 
to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and make ſuch 
Declarations, as are in the ſaid Article ſtated ; 
but he denies that the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan 
was in fact dependant vpon him the faid War- 
ren Haſtings, or that the ſaid Declaration of 
rhe ſaid Hyder Beg was by him meant in the 
Senſe which the Terms of that Declaration 
literally import; but for his true Meaning 
therein, the ſaid Warren Haſtings craves Leave 
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to refer to the Letter of the ſaid Hyder Beg, 
containing the ſame, when it ſhall be hereafter 
produced, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that he did declare his Belief that the ſaid 
Hyder Beg Khan had affixed the Name and 
Seal of the Nabob to Letters without his Con- 
ſent, and that the Nabob was in Effect a Cypher 
in his Hands. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings fays, that 
he has occaſionally diſapproved and endeavoured 
to controul the Conduct of the ſaid Hyder Beg. 
with whoſe Adminiſtration of the Government ot 
Oude the Intereſts of the Eaſt India Company 
were in ſome Reſpects materially connected. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as to the Mes 
naces in the ſaid Article ſuppoſed to have been 
held out by him to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
ſays, that he did, in a certain Letter to the 
ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, which he preſumes to 
be alluded to by the ſaid Article, expreſs him- 
ſelf as follows: As the firſt Effect of your 
« Exertions, I require that the Balance which 
„ is due to the Company be fully cleared by 
« the End of the Year, ſo that not an Anna 
„ ſhall remain in Arrears.— l have a Right to 
& exact this Return to the Confidence which. 
« the World has ſeen me place in you, and 
4 to the good Offices which the Friendſhip 
e of the Nabob Vizier has enabled me to afford 
«© you,—It I am diſappointed, you will impoſe 
on me the painful and humiliating Neceſſity 
of acknowledging to him that I have been 
„ deceived, and of recommending the Exami- 
nation of your Conduct to his Juſtice, yy 
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for the Redreſs of his own and the Cotti 
<< pany's Grievances, and for the Injury ſuſtain- 
« ed by both in their mutual Connexion.” And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſubmits, that neither 
the Object or the Terms of this Repreſenta- 
tion were in any Reſpect improper. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he did, in certain 
Inſtructions to Major Palmer, dated the Sixth 
of May, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-two, ſtate, amongſt other Things, as fol- 
lows: © You may aſſure the Nabob that we will 
never interfere in his Affairs beyond his own 
« Deſire, nor make any Claim upon him but 
for what may remain of his Debt to the Com- 
„ pany, the Payment of his Subſidy, and of 
the future Charges incurred by other De- 
* tachments employed at his Requiſition, and 
„% for his Defence. Much Delicacy and Caution 
„vill be required in your Declarations on this 
Subject, leſt they ſhould be conſtrued to ex- 
e tend to an immediate Change in the Admi- 
„ niſtration of his Affairs, or to the Inſtru— 
* ments of it; their Perſons mult be conſidered 
as facred, whilſt they act with the Participa- 
« tion of our Influence.” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did, in the Diſcharge of his official Duty, 
hold Communications through different Perſons 
with the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid Na- 
bob; but he denies that he did, contrary to Law 
or his Duty, omit to produce any ſuch Commu- 
nications, or any Part thereof; and he lays, 
that he did, at different Times, receive various 
Complaints from the ſaid Hyder Beg againſt 
Britiſh Reſidents in Oude, all which Complaints 
were laid before the Board of Council, and were 
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by them proceeded upon as the Nature of ſuch 
Complaints required. But the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ftings denies, that he did act thereupon in ſuch 
Manner as in the ſaid Article is ſtated. And 
he further denies, that he did unlawfully, or 
contrary to his Duty, or with any of the Views, 
or for any of the Purpoſes, ſtated in the ſaid 
Article, ſend up to Lucknow the ſaid Major 
Palmer and Major Davy ; but he admits, that 
he did, in certain Letters to the Vizier, make 
uſe of the Expreſſions concerning Major Palmer 
ſtated in the ſaid Article. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies that he did tranſmit, through 
the ſaid Agents, divers Letters to the ſaid 
Miniſter, or the ſaid Nabob, of which the Pub- 
lic Reſidents did not receive any Copy or Tranſ- 
lation, or of the Contents of which they were 
not authentically informed; and he lays that, 
in Letters to the ſaid Nabob, and to the ſaid 
Hyder Beg, entered on the Public Conſulta- 
tions, there do appear References to the ſaid 
Major Palmer, but not to the faid Major Davy, 
for further Information ; and he denies, thar 
any Letters have been illcgally or improperly by 
him ſuppreſſed, or that he ever did, without due 
Examination of their reſpective Merits or De- 
merits, take Part either with the Reſident or 
Miniſter, or wilfully, or for any evil Purpoſe, 
in any Manner abet or ferment any Diſturbances 
or Diſtractions whatſoever. AND the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, That he did, in conſe- 
querice of certain Accounts which he had then 
lately received of the Negle& and Miſconduct 
of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, write to the ſaid 
Hyder Beg Khan ſuch- Letter of Complaint and 
Remonſtrance as is referted to, in the ſaid 
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Article, and already in Part recited in this An- 
ſwer, and to which he craves Leave to refer: 
And that he afterwards received a Letter from 
the ſaid Major Palmer to the Effect ſtated in the 
ſaid Article, and that he did tranſmit to the 
Board of Council a Letter from the ſaid Hyder 
Beg to the ſaid Major Davy, containing Charges 
againſt the ſaid Johnſtone; and he ſays, that 
as well in conſequence of thoſe Letters, as of 
various other Informations received by him 
relative to the diſtracted State of the Vizier's 
Country, the Truth whereof the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had Reaſon to believe, and which 
appeared to him to prove the Neglect of the then 
acting Reſident, he did recommend to the Board 
at Calcutta (which he was then unable from 
IIIneſs to attend perſonally) to order the ſaid 
Johnſon immediately down to Calcutta, and 
that the Commanding Officer at Cawnpore 
ſhould be directed, in caſe of the Diſobedience 
of Mr. Johnſon, to ſee the Orders of the Board 
enforced; and he further expreſſed his Opinion, 
that a Copy of the Orders of the Board ſhould 
be tranſmitted to Mr, Middleton, that he might 
likewile aſſiſt in the Execution of them; which 
Recommendation of the faid Warren Haſtings, 
the Board accordingly adopted. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings denies, that he had at any for- 
mer Time received any Charges againſt Mr. 
Johnſton of a Nature equally alarming with thoſe 
contained in the Letters herein laſt mentioned. 
AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that he 
did, after the Recal of Mr. Joknſon, on the 
Twentieth of October, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty-two, in a Letter of that Date, 
expreſs his Diſapprobation of the Conduct X44 5 
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the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan. But he ſays, that 
the Subject of ſuch Letter was wholly foreign 
to any Matter of Charge againſt the ſaid John- 
fon, and unconnected with the Caules of his 
Removal. And the faid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did in a Letter dated the Twenty- 
ſecond of September, One thouſand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty-two, and to which Letter he 
prays Leave to refer, recommend to the Board 
the Recal of the ſaid Middleton, on certain 
Grounds therein ſtated. And he did, in his 
ſaid Letter, ſtate, that the ſaid Middleton had 
failed in his Duty in not having carried into 
Execution the Conditions and Spirit of the ſaid 
Treaty, But he denies that ſuch Recal was 
contrary to good Faith, or that he did ever 
make any ſuch Promiſe, as in the ſaid Articl 
is ſtated. / 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that 
he did, by all or any of the ſuppoſcd Means 
ſtated in the ſaid Article, ever throw any Ditſi- 
culties or Diſcouragements in the Way of any 
Reſident; or that he was guilty of any ſuch 
Conduct with reſpe& thereto, as 1s ſtated in 
the ſaid Article; or that he did upon any ſuch 
ſuppoſed Syſtem, or under the Influence of ſuch 
ſuppoſed Motives, as are in the ſaid Article 
ſuggeſted, or in any other Manner whatſoever, 
ever weaken or render odious the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, diſturb or diſtratt the Government of 
Oude, diſorder the Company's Affairs, protract 
the Payment of the Debt due to the ſaid Com- 
pany from the ſaid Nabob, or give any Incite- 
ment to Rapacity or Peculation, as in the ſaid 
Article is charged againſt him. 
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NINETEENTH ARTICLE. 


I N Anſwer to the Nineteenth Article, the ſaid 

Warren Haſtings ſays, that in the Month of 
September, One thouland Seven hundred and 
Eighty-two, believing the Affairs of Oude to 
have been long in an ill Condition, owing to the 
Miſmanagement that prevailed therein, and to 
other Cauſes, he did write the following Letter 
to the Council General at Fort William, bear- 
ing Date. upon the Ganges near Tookſagore, 
Twenty-ſecond September, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-two, at which Place he was 
then confined by IIIneſs: 


« Gentlemen, 
A few Days before my preſent TndiſpoBtion 
commenced, I informed you, that I was ſorry 
« to find that the Reſident at the Vizier's Court 
had evidently failed in his Duty to this Go- 
« vernment, 1n not having catried into Execu- 
„tion the Conditions and Spirit of the late 
« Treaty with the Vizier. I had farther the 
* Mortification to be obliged to inform you, 
that neither the Reſident, nor his Deputy in 
his Abſence, had communicated to me the 
Confuſions which had ariſen in the Vizier's 
* Dominions from a Neglect or Violation of the 
„Treaty. The Letters which I wrote in con- 
& ſequence of ſuch Miſmanagement to the 
„ Relident, and to the acting Miniſter of the 
$ Vizier, were laid before you and approved. 


Upon 
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Upon the ſame Occaſion I obſerved to you, 
that the Obſtacle which oppoſed itſelf to the 
Nomination of Mr, Briſtow to the Reſident- 
ſhip at Oude no longer exiſted ; it was remov- 
ed by my having vindicated what muſt ever 
be eſteemed one of the neceſſary Privileges of 
this Government. I had the Pleaſure of 
finding, upon the molt impartial Enquiry, 
that the Conduct of Mr. Briſtow, during his 
former Reſidence at the Court of the Vizier, 
had been proper and attentive, I accord- 
ingly wiſhed to recommend him to ſucceed 
the preſent Reſident, provided the Vizier had 


no reaſonable Objections to his Appointment, 


J have now great Satisfaction in informing 
you, that my Letter to the acting Miniſter 
of the Vizier has had the happieſt Effect in 
realizing the heavy Balances due to tne Com- 
pany from Oude; and it is ſaid, that the 
preſent Reſident and his Deputy are brought 
to a proper Senſe of their Duty to the Com- 
pany. But as in every Act of my Admini- 
(tration of the Affairs of the Company, I never 
had an Object in view but their permanent 
Intereſt, as far as my Judgment could direct 
me; and as Prejudice in favour of thoſe in 
whom I have confided, or againſt thoſe who 
oppoſed me, vaniſh in my Mind when the 
Good of the Service requires it, I now wiſh 
you to recal Mr. Middleton from the Court 
of the Vizier, and to appoint Mr. Briſtow in 
his room. My weak State of Health obliges 
me to dictate this Letter from my Bed; yet 
I cannot but add, that your Inſtructions to 
Mr. Briſtow ſhould be ſtrong and poſitive 
upon Three Points: Firſt, that he ſhould al- 
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« rays ſhew every poſſible Reſpect to the Vizier 
&« and his Family; Secondly, that he ſhould 
&* take the moſt effectual Steps for ſecuring all 
« that may remain unpaid of the Company's 
< Balances; Thirdly, that the Security and in- 
« ternal Peace of the Vizier's Dominions, and 
« the Happineſs of the People, ſhould be con- 
& tinually in his View; and that he ſhould 
« communicate fully and freely with this Go- 
“ vernment upon thoſe Subjects. The State of 
my Health requires my proceeding farther up 
the River, and I ſhall communicate to Mr, 
« Briſtow, with your Approbation, any more 
particular Inſtructions that may occur to me, 
and that I may be able to ſend him.“ 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the ſaid Board of Council in the ſaid Month of 
September, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-two, in conformity to the Recommend- 
ation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, reſolved to 
recal the faid Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire im- 
mediately from the Vizier's Court, and to ap- 
point the ſaid John Briſtow Eſquire to ſucceed 
the ſaid Middleton in the Office of Reſident at 
the ſaid Vizier's Court. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 
that, in conſequence of a Reference from the 
{aid Board, ſundry Inſtructions for the Conduct 
of the ſaid Briſtow in his ſaid Office, were drawn 
up by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the T wenty- 
ſecond October, One thouſand Scven hundred 
and Eighty-two, and ſubmitted to the Board for 
Correction and Approval, and were, by Order of 
the Board, 3 to Mr. Briſtow by their 

Secretary; 
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Secretary; but he denies that it was thereby in- 
| tended to inveſt the ſaid Briſtow with the Power 
of reforming, by his own Authority, and with- 
out the Conſent and Approbation of the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier, the Abuſes which prevailed in 
the ſaid Nabob's Dominions; or that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, in Effect and Subſtance, 
authorize or require the ſaid Briſtow to exerciſe 
all the Functions of Government; and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, as to the Particulars of the 


written Inſtructions by him given to the ſaid 
Briſtow, from which certain Parts or Extracts 


are, in the ſaid Nineteenth Article, ſet forth, 
craves Leave to refer your Lordſhips to the ſaid 
Inſtructions, when the ſame ſhall be hereafter 
produced: And he ſays, that the ſaid Inſtructions 
were in the then State of the Dominions of 
Oude, according to the Opinion which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings then entertained ot ſuch State, 


proper and neceſſary to be given. And the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did allo give the faid Briſtow 
ſundry verbal Inſtructions, in which the faid 
Briſtow was, amongſt other Things, enjoined to 
treat the ſaid Nabob Vizier with every poſſible 
Delicacy, Conciliation, and Attention : But the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that either the ſaid 
written or verbal Inſtructions were intended to 
have, or had, in fact, ſuch Meaning or Effect, or 
were intended to convey, or did, in fact, convey, 
fuch Powers to the ſaid Briſtow, as are in the 
ſaid Nineteenth Article ſtated. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he was bound to give all due Support to the ſaid 
Briſtow, ſo long as he performed the Duty of his 
ſaid Office, and ſo long as it was conſiſtent with 
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the public Welfare, that he ſhould continue to 
hold the ſame. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did conceive any Animoſity againſt the ſaid 
Briſtow on Account of his original Appointment 
to Office, or that he did ſeem to reſent, or did, 
in fact, reſent, any Claim the ſaid Briſtow had 
to Office; or that he did contrive, in any 
Manner, to betray or injure, or that he did ever, 
in fact, betray or injure the ſaid Briſtow, And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings alſo denies, that he 
did contrive, for any Purpoſe whatſoever, to 
increaſe, or that he did, in fact, increaſe, any 
Diſorders in Oude; or that he ever entertained 
any of the corrupt or ſelf- intereſted Purpoſes by 
the ſaid Article imputed to him; or that he 
did ever endeavour to counteract any proper 
Endeavours of the ſaid Briſtow to procure a 
Reformation of the ſaid Diſorders, or that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did uphold or maintain 
the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan in Oppoſition to all or 
any of the neceſſary Plans of Reform, by himſelf 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ordered or directed. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did order the ſaid Briſtow to endeavour to 
obtain an early and minute Information of the 
State of the Provinces of Oude eſpecially, and 
the reſt of the Nabob V1zier's Dominions, and 
to report the Reſult of his Enquiries to the 
Governor General and Council, and that it was 
the Duty of the ſaid Briſtow to inform the ſaid 
Governor General and Council, from Time to 
Time, of the Progreſs made in the Execution 
of the aforeſaid Inſtructions, and the Obſtruaa 
tions he might meet with therein. And the 
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ſaid Warren Haſtings admits alſo, that he had 
made it an Article of Accuſation againſt the 
former Reſident Middleton, that he had not 
regularly corre!ponded with the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council; but he denies that the ſaid 
Briſtow did diligently and properly purſue the 
Objects entruſted to his Care, or that he did 
faithfully repreſent to him the ſeveral Matters 
in the ſaid Nineteenth Article in that Behalf 
ſtated. And the {aid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that relying on Repreſentations made, 
by the faid Briſtow, which he afterwards 
found to be partial and detective, he did con- 
cur with the Board of Council, in a Letter, 
bearing Date the Third Day of March, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, 
approving certain Meaſures of the ſaid Briſtow 
therein referred to; but he denies that he ſecretly 
gave, or countenanced others to give, an Oppo- 
{ition to the ſaid Meaſures of the ſaid Briſtow; 
though he admits that he did publickly in Coun- 
cil, as Governor General, expreſs his entire Diſ- 
approbation of many of the Meaſures of the 
{laid Briſtow, when the ſame came under the 
Conſideration of the Board; and that he did 
allo, from Time to Time, propoſe in Council 
ſuch other Meaſures as appeared to him neceſ- 
ſary and proper for preventing the evil Con- 
ſequences of the Meaſures adopted by the ſaid 
Briſtow. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did not carry on any Private Cor- 
reſpondence with the ſaid Briſtow diſtinct from 
that of the Board; but the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings ſays, that the Public Communication 
and Correſpondence between the ſaid Briſtow 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as Governor 
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General, and the Council, was conftantly kept 
up during the whole Time that the ſaid 
Briſtow continued to hold the ſaid Office of 
Reſident; and the {aid Warren Haſtings did 
repeatedly and ſtrongly preſs the Board cf 
Council to form and tend fuch Inſtructions 
and Directions to the laid Briſtow as they might 
judge to be neceilary and proper. And the 
laid Warren Haftings denies that he was guilty 
of any Omiſſion, Neglect, or Delay in this 
Behalf, AND the ſaid Warren Haſti ings de- 
nics that he did, for the Purpoſe of preventing 
the Council from giving a Support to any ne- 
ceſſary Retorms in Oude, or for any other Pur- 
pole, maliciouſly, wilfully, perfidiouſly, or fraudu- 
lently, or againſt Law or his Duty, hold back 
any Letter whatſoever; but he admits that a 
Letter was received from the ſaid Briſtow, bearing 
Date the Twelfth December, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-two, which Letter 
was immediately or ſoon after ſhewn to the ſeve- 
ral Members of Council. AND the faid Warren 
Haſtings admits, that the ſaid Briſtow, in his 
ſaid Letter of the Twelfth December, and in 
other Letters addreſſed to the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, of the ſeveral Dates in the ſaid Article 
in that Bchalf mentioned, did make ſundry 
Complaints rejpecting the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan; which Letters, ich their Incloſures, 
being ſeparately addreſſed to the iaid Warren 
Haſtings, were not entered on the Proceedings: 
of the ſaid Board of Council till the TI wenty- 
firſt April, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eighty-three : But the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
denies that he diſregarded the Repreſentations 
of the ſaid Briſtow. AND the jad Warren 
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Haſtings further ſays, that having received Two 
Letters from the taid Nabob Vizier, contain- 
ing various Complaints and Charges againſt 
the ſaid Briſtow, and repreſenting the Mealures 
purſued by the ſaid Briſtow to be an Uſur— 
pation on his the ſaid Nabob's Authority, but. 
which Meaſures the ſaid Warren Haſtings de- 
nies to have been purſued under any Authority 
from him the taid Warren tiaſtings, did, on 
the ſaid Twenty-frſt of April, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Eighty-three, as he cone 
ceived it was his Duty to do, produce and ſub- 
mit to the Conſideration of the Council the 
jad Two Letters of the faid Nabob Vizier, 
together with the aforeſaid Six Letters from the 
laid Briſtow, and Three Letters from the ſaid 
Hyder Beg Khan. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that 
he did afterwards produce to the Council va- 
rious Other Letters from the ſaid Nabob, from 
Time to Time, as they were received, containing 
repeated Complaints and Charges againſt the 
{ard Briſtow, who, on his Part, wrote to the 
ſaid Board of Council various Letters of Com- 
plaint againſt the {aid Nabob Vizier and the ſaid 
Hyder Beg Khan, 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings, craving 
Leave, as before, to refer to the ſaid written In- 
{lructions to the ſaid Briſtow hereinbefore men- 
tioned, and allo craving Leave to refer to a cer- 
tain Letter addreſſed to the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, which the 


ſaid Briſtow was empowered, if he ſhould think 


lit, to deliver to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, and 
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from which certain Paſſages are ſtated in the 
ſaid Nineteenth Article, relative to the ſaid 
Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid Nabob Vizier, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays that he did, upon 
mature Deliberation, and after having carefully 
examined ail the Information he was able to 
procure, conſider the aforeſaid Letters from the 
iaid Nabob as his own, and as written from 
Impreſſions on his the faid Nabob's own Mind; 
and he denies that the ſame were of ſuch Nature 
or Tendency as in the {aid Nineteenth Article is 
itated, or that the Declarations of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, in the ſaid Nineteenth Article 
alluded to, were properly applicable to them, 
or that he had in this Caſe any Realon to con- 
Hider the ſaid Letters as written to promote the 
Intereſts of the ſaid Hyder, and not the Inde- 
pendency of the ſaid Vizier. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits that 
he received ſeveral Letters from the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan, containing various Complaints and 
Charges apainſt the ſaid Briſtow, which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings having ſubmitted to the Con- 


Hideration of the Board, the ſame were entered 


on their Proceedings; and the ſaid Warren Ha- 
itings, for the ſeveral Contents thereof, craves 
Leave to refer to the ſame : And he denies that 
he conſidered the ſaid Letters as amounting to 
Proots of all the Facts related in them, or that, 
in forming his Judgment upon them, he omitted 
two give to every Circumſtance that could pro 

perly operate againſt the Credit of any of the 
ſaid Letters its due Weight; F but the ſaid War. 
ren Haſtings ſubmits that it was the Duty of 
pim the laid Warren Haſtings, and the Couny 
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eil, to receive the ſaid Letters, and to pay At- 
tention thereto, as forming a neceſſary Part of 
the Information by which the Meaſures of the 
ſaid Governor General and Council were to be 
governed: And the jad Warren Haſtings denies 


that the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, and the ſaid 


Palmer, could properly be conſidered in the 
Light in which they are repreſented in the ſaid 
Nineteenth Article, or that the {aid Warren 
Haſtings did in any Manner violate or diſregard 
Decency or Juſtice, or that he did attempt to 
Geprive the ſaid Reſident of his Office, in the 
Manner ſtated in the ſaid Article. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
on laying the aforclaid Letters before the Board, 
on the T wenty-firlt April, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, he delivered a Mi- 
nute, in the following Words: © The Go- 
„ vernor General lays before the Board the ac- 
% companying Letters and Papers received 
„ from the Nabob Vizier, and his Miniſter 
„ Hyder Beg Khan, containing various Com- 
de plaints and Charges againſt Mr. Briſtow, for 
& Acts ſaid to be done by him, in his official 
„ Character, ſince his laſt Appointment of 
« Miniſter at the Court of Lucknow, and 
* grounded on the Inſtructions given to him by 


„ the Board, through the Governor General. 
& The Governor General deſires the Board to 


© conſider the delicate Situation in which he 
& ſtands, both with reſpect to the Nabob Vizier 
$ and Mr. Briſtow, and which they well know 
to be particularly diſtreſſing, on an Occaſion 
& of this Nature. He wiſhes, for this Reaſon, 
f* to follow the Line which they may prelcribe, 

« rather 


CC 
44 
ce 
C% 
C5 
47 
4 
6 
4 * 
vc 
10 
cc 


( 


6238) 


rather than recommend what in his Judg- 
ment may gs requiſite to the ſeveral Points 
offered to the Deliberation in theſe Papers; 3 
and ſhall wait "for their Opinion upon the m, 
before he delivers his own, if the Board, in 
Relief to him, W:ll admit of this Mode for the 
B:;tcuſſion of the general Subject. The Gover- 
nor General defires that his Inſtructions given 
to Mr. Briſtow, which were read to the Mem- 
bers of the Board, and minuted, in Conlul- 
tation, on the Twenty-fourth October lait, 
may be now enterec, and preiixed to the ac- 
companying Letters.“ 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings further ſays, 


that the Council having taken no Notice of the 
aforcſaid Letters, l. e did again draw their At- 
tention to the jaime, on the Nineteenth May, 
One thouland Seven hundred and Eighty-three, 
by a Minute, in tne 8 Words: 1 
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+ beg leave to remind the Board of the Papers 
which I laid betore them on the Twenty-firit 
of April, reſpecting the Complaints preferred 
by the Nabob Vizier againſt Mr, Briſtow. 
The Facts, as ſlated in theſe Complaints, are 
certainly Uſurpations of the Authority and 
even of the Sovereignty of the Nabob Vizicr. 


They are affirmed to have been jultified by 


an Appeal ro my Inſtructions. It therefore 
becomes me molt particularly to endeavour 
to redreſs them, or to remove the Grounds 
on which they are ſaid to have been produ- 
ced ; for which Effect I do, in the Firſt Place, 
difavow having given him any Inſtructions 
iarended for ſuch: Purpoſes; and, in the Se— 
cond, I do, as it is my Duty, move the Board 

« to 
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* to tranſmit to Mr, Briſtow the Papers contain- 
« ing the Charges againſt tim, to require him 
* 0 "reply to them ; "and, in the mean Time, 
“if he ſhall have appointed any Perſon or Per- 
« ſons to the Charge of the Offices appertaining 
« to the Adminiſtration of the Nabob Vizicr, 
e that he do immediately revoke the Appoi:t- 
* ment, and confine himſelf ſolcly to the Charge 
& of ſuch Affairs as appertain to the Com- 
% pany, in the Department ſpecially allotted to 
„ him, leaving to the Nabob Vizier the entire 
t and uncontrolled Management of lus own 
„ Concerns.” 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
Members of Council did in el teveral Minute 
delivered on that Occaſion declare, amongſt other 
Things, their Opinions 3, that the ſaid Briſtow 
ſhould be called upon for his Defence, in Anſwer 
to the Charges made againſt bim. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings ſays, thar 
further Letters of Complaints ha ming been re- 
ceived and laid before the Board on the follow- 
ing Day, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did on a 
Minute on the T wenty- ſccond May, One thou— 
tand Seven hundred and Eighty— three, declare, 
that he meant not to condemn Mr. Briſtow, nor 
was his Accuſer: That it was highly proper 
and regular that he ſhould be furniſhed with the 
Complaints which had been preferred againſt 
him, and his Defence received, or Time allowed 
to make it, before any Meaſures were taken 
with reſpect to him perſonally, or his Office. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo declare, 
that he did repeat the Motion which he had al- 
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ready made to the Board, that _ Briſtow 
ſhould be furniſhed with Copies of the Papers 
containing the Charges againſt him: That the 
Board ſhould require him to reply to them ; 
Which the Board did accordingly reſolve and 
order. 


AND the {aid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
fome "Time having elapſed without any Anſwer 
received from the ſaid Briſtow, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did, on the Twenty- fourth July, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, de- 
liver the following Minute: © I complain to 
* the Board of the Diſreſpect which has been 
« ſhewn to it, and Dilobedience to its Com- 
* mands, by Mr. Briſtow. Six complete Weeks 
« have clapled ſince he acknowledged the 
« Receipt of the Orders of the Twenty-ninth 
« May, which required him to reply to the 
« Charges preferred againſt him by the Nabob 
« of Oude. To theſe he has not yet replied, 
« but either remains in the Poſſeſſion of an 
« uſurped Deſpotiſm, ſcandalous to this Go- 
« vernment permitting it, or treats its Autho- 
« rity with an inſolent and preſuming Indiffer- 
« ence, by a Silence equally culpable, whether 
« he is innocent or guilty of the Facts of which 
« he has been acculed, or of the Criminality im- 
« puted to them. Perhaps Mr. Briſtow may 
«© with to avail himſelf of the Principle which 
& forbids that any Man ſhall be condemned 
* unheard, to withhold his Defence until he 
<« ſhall either have exceeded the Period which 
« has been ſo repeatedly portended for the Cloſe 
of the preſent Government, or until he ſhall 
have concerted other Means for eluding the 
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ce Effect of an Inquiry; in the mean Time the 
“ Tultice of the Board is liable to be arraigned 
„ by luffering ſuch Delays. It is now Four 
« Months fince the Nabob Vizier tranſmitted 
« his Grievances to me, and more than Three 
„ ſince they were formally made known to the 
« Board, On thele Grounds I hope the Board 
* will agree with me in the Reſolution of bring- 
e ing this Buſineſs to a Deciſion, without ſat. 
" fering it to depend on the longer Pleaſure of 
e Mr. Briſtow; and that they will allow me to 
„bring it before their Notice for that Purpoſe 
« on Monday next.“ 


* 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings did on the 
Twenty- eighth of the fame Month of July de- 
liver the following Minute: “ Conformably to 
the Declaration made and recorded by me in 
& Conſultation of the Twenty- fourth inſtant, 1 
«© now move that Mr. Briſtow, for Difreſpect 
& of the Board and Diſobedience of the Letter 
« written to him by the Board on the Twenty- 
& ninth of May, and acknowledged by him on 
„ the Thirteenth June, in having to this Time 
e avoidcd or neglected to reply to the ſame, be 
removed and recalled from his Station and 
« Office at Lucknow.” But the ſaid Warren 
Haltings ſays, that his ſaid Propoſal was nega- 
tived by the Board, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as to the 
Particulars of the ſeveral other Minutes deli— 
vered in Conſultation on the aforeſaid Subject, 
craves Leave to reter your Lordſhips to the 
ſame, as entered on the Conſultations of the 
Governor General and Council of Fort William. 
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And the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that con- 
ceiving the ſaid Briſtow to have perverted the 
Senſe of the aforeſaid Inſtructions in every Ap- 
plication of them, and to have totally neglected 
to obey their obvious Meaning, he did on the 
T wenty-eighth October, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, write to the ſaid 
Briſtow, declaring that ſuch were no longer the 
Inſtructions of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and that they ſhould not be vouched as any Au- 
thority from him, and required the ſaid Briſ- 
tow to ceaſe to act under them as ſuch. But 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that previous to 
the Writing of ſuch Letter he had repeatedly 
called upon the Board of Council to furniſh the 
ſaid Briſtow with other Inſtructions adapted to 
the Opinion which they entertained of the Con- 
duct proper to be purſued by the ſaid Briſtow. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies that he 
did leave the ſaid Briſtow entangled in any Plots 
or Conſpiracies of any Agents or Inſtruments of 
him the faid Warren Haſtings; or that to his 
Knowledge or Bclicf any Plots or Conſpiracies 
of any Kind were formed by any Agents or In- 
ſtruments of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denying 
that, in any of the Procecdings reſpecting the 
ſaid Briſtow, he was actuated in any Manner by 


the Views or Motives in the ſaid Nineteenth 


Article ſtated, and humbly eraving Leave to re- 
fer your Lordſhips for his Anſwer as to ſo much. 
of the ſaid Nineteenth Article as relates to the 
Delegation or Commiſſion given to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, to act for the whole Board in 
Oude in the Month of January, One thouſand 
Seven 


(-. 243: 


Seven hundred and Eighty-four, to his Anſwer 
on that Subject in the next Article of Impeach- 
ment, herein after ſet forth, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that he cauſed any Accuſations 
to be renewed againſt the ſaid Briſtow, either on 
the Part of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, or the laid 
Hyder Beg, or any other Perſon or Perſons, or 
chat he conducted himſclf in an unjuſt, violent, 
or intemperate Manner, or that he uled any 
Partiality with regard to the Accuſers of the 
ſaid Briſtow, or acted under any Prejudice 
againſt the accuſed, or that he was guilty of 
any Violation of Duty in all or anv of the 
ſaid Proceedings reſpecting the faid Briſtow, 
or that he cauled or inſtigated the ſaid Vizier 
to make any Lamentations of his Situation, or 
to call for the Preſence of him the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings in Oude; but he fays, that the 
ſaid Nabob V1zier did, of his own Accord, 
and without any Suggeſtion or Application 
whatſoever from the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


directly or indirectly made, write ſundry Let- 


ters, deſcribing his Uneaſineſs and Diſtreſs, and 
ſoliciting the Preſence of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings in Oude, as the Means of quieting 
his Mind, and re-eſtabliſhing his Affairs. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, denying that he did 
cauſe or foment any Diſcontents or Diſorders, 
or that he did, by any ſuch ſuppoſed Acts or 
Violences as are in the ſaid Nineteenth Article 
Aated, or by any other unwarrantable or im- 
proper Acts whatſoever, obtain the Removal 
of tne ſaid Briſtow from his ſaid Office of 
Reſident, or the Delegation of himſelf the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings to the Court of Oude, 
or his Appointment to any Office whatſoever ; 
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and the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that the 
Governor General and Council did, in the 
Moiith of December, One thoutand Seven hun- 
dred and KEighty- three, reſolve ro remove the 
ſaid Briltow from his ſaid Office, upon a Con- 
viction of the Propitety and Neceſſity of that 
Mealure, as cenſidercd with a view to the 
Welfare and Inrerefts of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and the Rights of the laid Nabob Vizier. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings craves Leave to 
refer to the Proceedings ot the ſaid Board for 
an Accovnt of the taid Mealure, and their 
Reaſons for the fame, together with the Circum- 
ſlances which preceded and attended the Exe- 
cution thereof. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did ever countenance an Oppoſition to the 
Eitabliſhment of Courts of Juſtice in Oude, or 
that he is guilty of all or any of the Acts or 
Neglects of Duty, or of any of the ſuppoſed 
Offences or Inſtances of Miſconduct, in the faid 
Nineteenth Article ſet forth, or that any Mea- 
lures by him purſued did produce any ſuch Ef— 
fects as are in the ſaid Article ſtated, or that he 
was the Caule of any Want of Security to the 
Property or Lives of the Inhabitants, or of any 
Evils, M.\chiefs, Diſorders, Tumults, Robbe 
Ties, or Murders, as in the ſaid Nineteenth Ar- 
ticle is charged againſt him. 
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TWENIIETTH AN TITLE. 


1 N Anſwer to the Twentieth Article, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſays, that the Nabob 
Vizier being, in the Year One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, indebted in a large 
Sum of Money to the Eaſt India Company, and 
having offered to find Security for the Payment 
thereof, as well as for the Demand of the current 
Year, on condition that John Briſtow Eſquire, 
then Reſident at his Court, and William Cow- 
per Eſquire, Aſſiſtant to the ſaid Briſtow, 
ſhould be recalled, and the Refidency at his 
Court entirely withdrawn, the faid Warren 
Haſtings did, in the Month ot July, One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty-three, propoſe 
that the ſaid Offer ſhould be accepted; bur the 
ſaid Propoſal was, by the Majority of the Board 
of Council, rejected. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings further ſays, that the ſaid Majority 
did afterwards, by a joint Minute, dated Thirty- 
firit December, One thouland Seven hundred 
and Eighty - three, propole to accept the ſaid 
Offer, on condition that the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings would hold himſelf reſponſible to the ſaid 
Company and to the Public for the faithful 
Performance of certain Engagements on the 
Part of the ſaid Vizier and his Miniſters, to 
wit, That the Balance due to the ſaid Company 
ſhould be paid into their Treaſury by Bills on 
creditable Bankers, payable Halt in One Month 
and the remaining Half in Two Months from 

the 
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tne Date of the Surrender by the faid Briſtow 
to the ſaid Vizier of his ſaid Office; which Pro- 
poſe! the ſaid Warren Haſtings did decline to 
accept, concelving that it was thereby meant, 
that he ſhould be perſonally reſgonſible for any 
Failure that might happ=n of the faid Payments 
within the Time aforeſaid. But the ſaid Ma- 
Jority having, in a fſublequen: Minute, dated 
Thirty- firſt December, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, explained the Re- 
ſponſibility propoled in che former Minute 
to mean ſuch Obligations as conſtituted Re- 
ſponſihility in a decided Recommendation of 
any Meaſure contrary to the general Opinion of 
the Board; the laid Warren jHaitings did agree 
to become ſpecially reſponſible for the Progriety 
of accepting the Offer made by the ſaid Vizier 
and his Miniſter for the Payment of the Balance 
due to the Company, and for the current De- 
mands of the Year, under the expre!s Condition 
that the ſaid Briſtow, and William Cowper 
Eſquire, Aſſiſtant to the ſaid Briſtow, ſhould be 
recalled. And the faid Warren Haſtings ſays, 
that he did, on or about the Twenty-firſt Ja- 
nuary, One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty- 
four, receive from the Board of Council, 
certain Credentials, whereby he was inveſted 
with the full Power and Authority of the ſaid 
Board (ſo far as the ſame could be legally de- 
legated) for the Accompliſhment of certain 
Objects in the ſaid Credentials particularly ſpe- 
cified. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings admits, 
that he did proceed to Lucknow and return 
to Calcutta on the Days in the ſaid Article 
mentioned, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
clenies, that the ſaid Commiſſion was unne- 
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ceſſary, or that the Expences attending the ſaid 
Delegation did amount to the Sum of Money 
in the ſaid Article mentioned; but he admits, 
that he did take with him ſeveral Engliſh 
Gentlemen; he denies however, that the Num- 
ber of them was unneceſſary, or that any Bur- 
then was thereby brought upon the Nabob; or 
that the taking ſuch Gentlemen with him was 
a Meaſure repugnant to the Senſe of the In- 
formation which is ſtated in the ſaid Article 
to have been ſent by him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to Edward Wheler Eſquire. And the 
faid Warren Haſtings ſays, that, being at Luck- 
now as aforeſaid, he did, in conſequence of the 
Reſolution of the Board herein before men- 
tioned, acquaint the ſaid Nabob Vizier, that his 
aforeſaid Propoſal had been accepted and agreed 
to by the ſaid Board. And the laid Warren 
Haſtings ſays, that in the Month of January, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-five, 
he did, in a Minute of that Date, recommend 
to the ſaid Board to engage with the ſaid Vizier, 
that while the ſaid Vizier continued to fulfil the 
Engagement into which he had entered, no 
Perſon ſhould be deputed to reſide in his Court 
but at his own ſpontaneous Inclination, nor 
ſhould any Authority be exerciſed within the 
Limits of his Dominions by the Appointment 
or Permiſſion of the Board, except ſuch as 
ſhould be required by the Nabob himſelf from 
the Milicary Officers ſtationed for his Defence 
and the Protection of his Country, until the 
Concluſion of the then current Year, or until 
the Orders of the Court of Directors ſhould be 
received in conſequence of the References which 
had been made to them, i ſuch Orders ſhould 
either 
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either enjoin or authorize a different Conduct. 
AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings humbly ſub- 
mits, that the Meaſures by him purſued with 
the Vizier were well authorized by the Powers 
with which he was then inveſted. And he fur- 
ther ſays, that a Clauſe was, at the Inſtance of 
the ſeveral Aumils, or Perſons taking Farms, 
inſcrted in their Leaſes from the ſaid Vizier, 
that the ſaid Leaſes ſhould be in full Force for 
the complete Term thereof, provided no foreign 
Authority was exerciſed over them; or in other 
Words, that their Engagements ſhould ceaſe 
whenever they ſhould be interrupted in their 
Functions by the Interference of a Britiſh 
Reſident; which Clauſe the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings admits was inſerted with his Appro- 
bation; but he denies that the ſaid Clauſe 
was of ſuch Nature, or productive of ſuch 
Effects as are in the ſaid Article ſtated, or 
that the ſame was in any Reſpect unwarrantable 
or illegal. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
avers, that the Arrangement by him made and 
recommended, in reſpect to the Vizier, as herein 
before mentioned, was, in the then Situation of 
the Company's Affairs, fit and expedient. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that he did 
ever aſſign any Realons for the ſaid Meaſures 
diſhonourable to the Britiſh Name or Character; 
or that any Imputations ever thrown upon the 
Britiſh Name, Government, or Influence, were 
in any Reſpect owing or imputable to any Miſ- 
conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. And he 
further dentes, that he did ever endeavour to 
deſtroy the Lependance on Britiſh Faith, or 
that he did ever attempt to create a Reliance on 
his own perſonal Faith, in Excluſion or to the 
Preju- 


11 


( 249 ) 


Prejudice of a due Reliance on the Faith of 
the Britiſh Nation. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings further ſays, that Major Palmer, in the 
ſaid Article mentioned, did continue at Luck- 
now as Agent to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on 
the Appointment of him the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, at the ſpecial Inſtance and Requeſt of the 
Nabob, but not at any ſuch Yearly Expence to 


the ſaid Vizier, known to the ſaid Warren Ha- 


ſtings, as is ſtated in the ſaid Article. 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
he did, on his Rerurn to Calcutta, ſtay in the 
City of Benares for the Purpoſe in the ſaid Ar- 
ticle mentioned: But he admits he did remain 
ſome Time at Benares; and he avers, that his 
Continuance there during ſuch Time, was for 
proper and juſtifiable Purpoſes, And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings likewiſe denies, that he did, at- 
ter his Return to Calcutta as aforeſaid, bring for- 
ward Charges againſt the ſaid Briſtow, as in the 
ſaid Article is ſtated; but he ſays that he did, 
whilſt at Lucknow, tranſmit to the Board certain 
Objections made by the ſaid Vizier to the Ac- 
counts of the ſaid Briſtow, in order that the 
ſaid Briſtow might give an Anſwer to the ſame; 
and an Anſwer was afterwards accordingly de- 
livered in to the Board by the ſaid Briſtow, 
which by the ſaid Board was taken into Con- 
ſideration after the Return of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to Calcutta. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings denies, that he had ſettled any Pen- 
ſioners on the Revenues of the ſaid Nabob, 
or that he did corruptly leave, under the 
aforeſaid Major Palmer, any Eſtabliſhment of 
Engliſh Penſioners, authorized by him the ſaid 
7 K K Warren 
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Warren Haſtings, to be paid out of the Reve- 
nues of the ſaid Nabob. And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings alſo denies, that he did in any Man— 
ner preſerve to himſelf in the Province of the 
ſaid Nabob any corrupt or improper Influence 
whatever, 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, 
that he did give up or abandon the ſaid Na- 
bob and his Jerritories, or the Company's In- 
tereſts therein, to the entire Dominion of Hy- 
der Beg Khan, as in the ſaid Article is alled- 
ged. And with reſpect to ſuch Part of the 
jaid Article as ſtates © that the ſaid Warren 
« Haſtings, by his Agreement, did leave ſun— 
« dry of the great Farms of the Revenue in 
„ the Province of Oude under Almaſs Ali 
« Khan,” the ſaid Warren Haſtings humbly 
craves Leave to refer to his Anſwer in this Be- 
half herein before made. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
he did not make any Stipulation with the Vi— 
zier reſpecting any of the Perſons in the ſaid 
Article mentioned; but he denies that he was 
guilty of any Neglect or Breach of Duty in that 
Reſpect, or that the faid Perſons were thereby 
expolcd to the Reſentment of the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan, or that the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
knew any Reſentment was entertained by the 


laid Hyder Beg Khan againſt thoſe Perſons, 


AND the faid Warren Haſtings ſays, that 
the Bankers, whoſe Security was taken for the 
Paymenc of the ſaid Debt from the Vizier to 
the Company, were, at the Time of giving 
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ſuch Security, Perſons of unimpeached Credit 
and Reſponſibility, and the Bills taken trom 
the ſaid Bankers for the ſaid Debt were all 
duly diſcharged, except One, which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has been informed was not 
regularly paid when it became due; but which, 
as he has likewiſe been informed, has ſince 
been diſcharged. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings denies that the Payment of the ſaid Debt 
was pretended or deluſive; and he further de- 
nies that he did take away any Security from 
Gopal Dols in the ſaid Article mentioned: But 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſays, that a Bond hav- 
ing been executed by the ſaid John Briſtow, on 
the Part of the ſaid Company, to the laid Gopal 
Doſs, dated the Eighth of June, One thouland 
Seven hundred and FEighty-three, for a certain 
Sum of Money advanced by the ſaid Gopal 
Dots for the Uſe of the ſaid Company, to be 
repaid from whatever might remain after pro- 
viding for the Company's neceiliry Duburie- 
ments, from the Receipts of certain Aſſignments 
ſpecified in the ſaid Bond; and the ſaid Sum, 
by reaſon of the urgent Occaſions of the Go- 
vernment, not having been duly dilcharged, ac- 
cording to the Condition of the ſaid Bond, 
certain other Arrangements were made by the 
Board of Council with the ſaid Gopal Dols-tor 
the Liquidation of the ſaid Demand, which was 
afterwards fully ſatisfied. And the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings denies that the Credit of the ſaid 


Company was, in any Reſpcct, affected by any 
ot the Matters aforeſaid. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings denies, that 
by all, or any, of the Meaſures aforeſaid, he did 
K k 2 danger- 
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dangerouſly affect the Payments of ſucceeding 
Years, or that the actual Amount of the Debt 
due from the ſaid Nabob to the ſaid Company 
was, in any Manner, imputable ro any Neglect 
or Miſconduct of the ſaid Warren Haltings ; or 
that he was, or is, in reſpect of any of the Pre- 
miſes in the ſaid Article mentioned, guilty of 
any Crime or Miſdemeanour wharloeyer; 


AND as to all other Matters and Things in 
the ſaid Articles contained, and not herein- 
before particularly anſwered unto, the laid War— 
ren Haſtings ſays, he is not guilty of them, or 
any of them, in Manner and Form as the ſame 
are charged upon him in and by the laid Ar- 
ticles. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings humbly 
requeſts of your Lordſhips, that in this his An- 
ſwer to the ſeveral Matters in the ſaid Articles 
contained, your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to 
underſtand him to have followed the Order and 
Succeſſion in which the ſame are in the ſaid Ar- 
ticles arranged and ſet forth; and in referring to 
ſach Articles, generally to have referred to ſuch 
Parts and Paſſages thereor as correſpond with 
and relate to the Facts, Circumſtances, Decla- 
rations, and Expreſſions then particularly con- 
ſidered and adverted to, and to which his An- 
iwer is in ſuch Inſtances immediately applied; 
and allo that in all Caſes where the Narration or 
Statement by him in his ſad Anſwer given 
touching any Facts, Circumſtances, Declarations, 
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or Expreſſions, materially varies from or con- 
tradlicts the Narration or Statement of like Facts, 
Circumſtances, Declarations, or Expreſſions con- 
tained in the ſaid Articles, that he may be un- 
derſtood to deny ſuch latter Narration or State- 
ment to be true to the Extent in which ſuch 
material Variance and Contradiction exiſts, 
And the {aid Warren Haſtings humbly hopes, 
that your Lordſhips will excuſe any Imperfec- 
tions or Defects with regard to Expreſſion or 
Form in his laid Anſwer; and will permit him, 
with all Humility, to beſpeak your Lordſhips 
Candour and Indulgence on account of the pecu- 
liar Nature of the ſeveral Articles of Impeach- 
ment; which he apprehends, both as to the 
Manner in which the {ame are tramed, and the 
Matter which is the Subject of them, will be 
found materiaily different from any which have 
ever yet been exhibited at your Lordſhips Bar. 
For, with reſpect to the ſaid Charges, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings begs leave to oblerve that they 
conſiſt of a minute and elaborate Scrutiny into his 
whole official Conduct during a Government of 
Thirteen Years, comprehending an infinite Va- 
riety of Events, and involving the Management 
of a great commercial and political Syſtem, in a 
Service of uniform Difficulty and Exigence, and 
at many Times of extreme national Peril: Nor 
are the ſaid Charges confined to Meaſures, but 
even his Declarations and Opinions delivered 
in the Couric of Debate and Conſultation, ac- 
cording to ſuch Information as he poſſeſſed 
at the Moment, and ofren under Circum- 
ſtances which would not afford Time tor ade- 
quate Deliberation, are made Supjetts of Ac- 
culation againſt him. The ſaid Warren Haſtings 
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therefore humbly repreſents, that, under ſuch 
Circumſtances, he muſt neceſſarily ſtand in 
much Need of your Tordſhips favourable 
Conſtruction of his Conduct, in order that the 
many Omiſſions and Imperfections, which, in 
the Review cf the paſt Mealures of his lon 

and arduous Adminiſtration, your Lordſhips 
ſuperior Wildom ſhall diſcover, may be im- 
puted to Error and Infirmity, and not to any 
corrupt or criminal Intention. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings feels it the more neceſſary 
to ſolicit your Lordſhips Indulgence, as he 
was ſeparated at a very early Age from his 
native Country, trom every Advantage of that 
Inſtruction which might have better qualified 
him for the high Offices and difficult Situations 
which it has been his Lot to fill, and left to 
form his Rule of Conduct in a great Degree 


on his own Practice, and by the Light of his 
own Underitanding. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings begs Leave 
further to repreſent, that many of the Meaſures 
which in the ſaid Articles are ſtated as Crimes 
or Miſdemeanours by him individually commit- 
ted, were, in fact, Meaſures of the Council at 
large, and for which, therefore, he humbly 
conceives, he ought not to be ſeparately and 
diſtinctly charged; and, with reſpect to many 
others of the ſaid Meaſures, he truſts he ſhall 
be able to ſatisfy your Lordſhips that they 
were rendered expedient and neceſſary by for- 
mer Acts and Reſolutions of the Board, adopted, 
in ſome Inſtances, not only without his Concur- 
rence, but againſt his Opinion and Vote; and 
he truſts that your Lordibips will permit him 
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to obſerve, that many of tne Plans and Ar- 
rangements which are in the laid Articles drawn 
into Matter of Criminal Charge againſt him, 
were at firſt propoled by him with a Reference 
to the known Opinions and Sentiments of thole 
with whom he was appointed to act, and were 
afterwards vari-d and modified, in the Courle 
of Diſcuſſion at the Board, !o as to be in the 
Reſult, and at the Period of their Execution, 
eſſentially different from the State in which they 
were originally offered; and that many Meatures- 
which are allo made the Subject of Charge 
againſt him have been fully approved by his 
Succeſſors in Office, and continue to form a 
Part of the prelent Syſtem of Goverament in 
India; and he doubts not but your Lordſhips 
will conſider the Length of Time which has 
elapſed fince ſeveral of the {aid Acts are charged 
to have been done, and the Diſtance of the 
Countries in which they are ſuppoſed to have 
taken Place, and that on thele Accounts he 
mult labour under much Difficulty 1n giving a 
full and particular E xplanation of the tame, of 
the Cautes by which they were produced, and 
the Circumſtances with which they were atrend- 
ed. And further, inaſmuch as many of ſuch 
Tranſactions relate to Negociations with the 
Miniſters of Forcign States, who cannot be pro- 
duced as Witneſſes in his Defence, however mate- 
rial their Teſtimony might be, and require the 
Evidence of certain other Subjects of ſuch States, 
who are likew:ſe not amenable to the Procels of 
this High Court, your Lordſhips will therefore, 
he humbly truſts, be diſpoled to receive with 
due Indulgence, the Defence he may hereaftcr 
make under fach Diſadvantages; and, as many 
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| of the ſaid Articles of Impeachment are found- 
ed upon his Opinions and Declarations, as ex- 
tracted from divers Letters and Entries upon 
the Public Conlultations, written at various 
| Times, and under Circumſtances materially 
| different, connected allo with, and dependant 
upon, the former Declarations and Opinions 

| of himſelf and others, not ſtated in the laid Ar- 
ticles, he further preſumes to hope that your 
Lord(hips will not ſuffer him to be prejudiced 
by any Opinions or Declarations thus detached 
and brought forward, but will at the ſame 
Time examine the Series of Letters and Con- 
tultations relating thereto, and will compare 
together ſuch Parts and Paſſages of them as 
may give Light to each, and to the Whole. 
And he further humbly ſubmits, that as in 
political Negociations and Treaties with Foreign 
Powers, when the Intereſts of ſeveral Parties 
diſtinct from and oppoſite to each other are 
to be adjuſted, great Addreſs is neceſſary in the 
Management thereof; and ſuch Terms are often 
propoſed, and ſuch Arguments uſed, as carry an 
Appearance different from the real Intention of 
thoſe who treat; in which Reſpect it may be 
difficult to reconcile the various Means uſed for 
the Attainmear of the End propoſed : The ſaid 
Warren Haſtings humbly requeſts that, with 
regard to his Conduct in all ſuch Reſpects, he 
may in like Manner receive your Lordſhips In- 
dulgence. And he further ventures to obſerve 
to your Lordſhips, that in the Conduct of the 
important Concerns intruſted to his Charge, he 
has often been obliged to act upon general 
Appearances only, and according to ſuch In- 
formation as he could collect and ſuch Judg- 
ment 


* 

F 
ment as he was enabled to form at the Mo— 
ment, particularly in Caſes in which imme 
diate Evils ſeemed to threaten the Government 
under his Charge, and which it became his Duty 
by inſtant Exertion to prevent. | 


AND further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 
begs leave to repreſent, that the general Nature 
and Quality of many Meaſures, now the Sub- 
ject of Charge againſt him, conſiderably depend 
upon the Manners, Cuſtoms, Principles, and 
Laws, peculiar to the Countries in which ſuch 
Meaſures were adopted; and cannot, therefore, 
as he conceives, properly be judged of by the 
ſame Rules and Principles as would determine 
the Quality of like Actions in the Country 
where he is now called to anſwer for the ſame, 


AND, in Addition to the many peculiar 
Circumſtances which characterize this Cale, he 
is perſuaded it will not eſcape the Diſcernment 
of your Lordſhips, that he ſtands charged 
with a Reſponſibility, equally new 1n its Kind, 
and unlimited in its Extent: That he is required 
to anſwer not only for Acts of ſuppoled Miſ- 
conduct in himſelf and others, Subjects of the 
Crown of Great Britain, or. Servants of the 
Eaſt India Company; but is alſo queſtioned for 
various Acts of real or ſuppoſed Error or Mal- 
verſation, committed by the Miniſters or Ser- 
vants of Sovereign Princes, connected, by 
Alliance, with the Eaſt India Company; and, 
in ſome Inſtances, for the Vices and Neglect of 
Duty in thoſe Princes themſelves, and that too, 
not in Matters of a public Nature only, but in 
the private Relations of civil Life; That he is, 
| LI. upon 
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upon other Occaſions, charged as reſponſible fot 
the caſual Effects of Military Tumult, for a ſup- 
poſed Decline of Population, Arts, and Agricul- 
ture; and, in general, for every Symptom of 
internal Diſorder and Decay, ſuggeſted to exiſt 
in Countries remote from the Seat of Britiſh 
Government, and exempt from its immediate 
Authority and Controul. 


AND the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
hopes, that your Lordſhips will not deem him 
to have erred in ſuppoſing, from his ſeveral 
Re- appointments by the Legiſlagure, at the 
Times and in the Manner ſtated in the Intro- 
duction to this his Anſwer, that he had reaſon- 
able Cauſe to conclude, that the general Prin- 
ciples on which he acted, and the Meaſures he 
had por'ved previous thereto, as far as they 
were " lpefively known, did thereby receive a 
legiſlative Sanction. 


AND further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
with all Humility, obſerves, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Length of Time his Conduct has 
deen the Subject of Parliamentary Inveſtigation, 
and during which he has been charged with 
Acts of the moſt flagrant and notorious. Cor- 
ruption, Rapacity, Extortion, Injuſtice, and 
Breach of Faith, by which he has been alledged 
to have ſacrificed the intereſts of the Eaſt India 
Company, diſhonoured the Britiſh Name and 
Character, and reduced Provinces to Deſolation ; 
yet, of the Multitudes who muſt have been 
Sufferers by ſuch enormous Wrongs, if ſuch had 
exiſted, not One Individual has yet appeared 
to complain againſt him; but, on the contrary, 

the 
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the native Inhabitants of the Provinces imme- 
diately ſubject to his Authority, do generally, 
as it is well known, and as he truſts he ſhall be 
able to prove, hold theMemory of his Govern- 
ment in Reſpect. The Sovereigns and Princes 
of India, who were connected by Treaty or Inter- 
courſe with the Eaſt India Company during his 
Government, have not only preferred no Come 
plaints againſt him, bur ſeveral of them have, 
ſince his Departure from India, correſponded, and 
do ſtill correſpond, with him, by Letters, profeſſ- 
ing Sentiments of Friendſhip and Eſteem for his 
Perſon and Character. AND he begs leave fur- 
ther to repreſent, that Letters from ſome of the 
ſaid Princes, containing their Acknowledgments 
of his good Faith, Honour, and Integrity, have 
been tranſmitted to his Succeſſor in Office, and 
to the Court of Directors, and appear upon the 
Public Proceedings of the Ezaft India Com- 
pany. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings further 
ſays, that the Britiſh Inhabitants of Calcutta, 
and the Officers of the Army who were the 
Witneſſes of his Conduct, have publickly teſti- 
fied their Sentiments of the ſame in Two ſe— 
parate Addreſſes preſented to him after his 
Reſignation of the Service; and one of them, 
many Months after his Return to England, ex- 
preſſing the Acknowledgments and Thanks 
of the Perſons whoſe Names are ſubſcribed 
to the ſame, for the upright, equal, and bene- 
ficent Exerciſe of the Authority with which 
he had been, during a long Courſe of Years, 
inveſted over them, for the vigilant Attention 
and active Support given by him in the moſt 
difficult and perilous Times, to the great and 


extenſive National Intereſts entruſted to his 
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Charge, and for having been inſtrumental to 
the Splendour and Glory of the Britiſh Arms 
by the Services on which they were employed 
under his Direction. 


AND, LASTLY, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings fays, that the Eaſt India Company, and 
the Court of Directors of the ſaid Company, 
whole immediate Concern it was to have called 
him to a Puvl:ic Account, and to whom the 
ordinary Courts of Juſtice were open for legal 
Redreſs, if it were true, as is alledged in the ſaid 
Charge, that the Intereſts of the ſaid Company 
have ſuffered great and eſſential Injury by the 
Neglect of Duty, Dilobedienceof Orders, Breach 
of Public Faith, and Corruption, of him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings; ſo far from calling him 
to an Account for the faid ſuppoled Crimes, 
have afforded him their public Approbation of 
his Conduct; and the ſaid Court of Directors 
did on his Return, by an unanimous Vote, be- 
ſtow on him their Thanks for his long, faithful, 
and able Services. And the ſaid Warren Ha- 
{tings humbly hopes, that he will not be deem- 
ed to have treſpaſſed on your Lordſhips In- 
dulgence, in having laid before your Lordſhips 
theſe Teſtimonies of Approbation, being, as 
he apprehends, Matter of fair and honourable 
Mencion, at a Time when the general Tenor 
of his public Conduct 1s impeached, and Mo- 
tives ok Action are aſcribed to him utterly re- 
pugnant to his Diſpoſition and Character: And 
with all the Aſſurance of an innocent Man he 
begs leave ſolemnly to declare, that in the high 
Stations he has bern called upon to fill, he has 
ever, according to his beſt Skull and Judgment, 
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ated with a ſincere and ardent Zeal for the 
public Service, uninfluenced by any View to his 
own private Advantage; and thus with all due 
Humility, but at the ſame Time with that Con- 
fidence which a Senſe of his own Integrity, and 
of the high Honour and Juſtice of this auguſt 
Tribunal, muſt inſpire, he ſubmits himſelf to 
your Lordſhips Judgment, firmly truſting that 
he ſhall thereby receive that full and honourable 
Acquittal, which, next to the Approbation of 
his own Conſcience, it muſt be his higheſt Am- 
tion to obtain. 


WARREN HASTINGS 


EEE 4 . o es * mm 3 r ts gy p K _ P . _ * 0 W 45 1 1 —_ 2 "mY — 8 . 
74 9 . E r N renn reren OA af bo Bo IS 2 > a Ws Pot 8 *** 4 4 
4 3 3 8 F W000 . OT III I) — 
F <3 6. PTY. * P OY bs lag : 5 a . ec 3 1 a to b 1 *, Xs + = i - 2 be + . i ws 
* 
. 
* 
— 
. 
. 
* 
0 
* 
, 
* 
p 
* 
; 
* 
= - = 
- LY - - 
= - — — 
— _ - * > 
— - > of 
— 1 


